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Abstract: 

Estimates of above ground standing crop were carried out over a seven-month period in the 
Nairobi National Park, Kenya. Standing crop varied according to the rainfall period, more during 
the growing season (March to June) than during the dry season months (January, February and 
July). Themeda triandra contributed most of the standing crop, followed by Pennisetum 
mezianum. Dicots, which ranked third, were found to be important plant constituents in this 
grassland. Percentage crude protein and rumen dry matter digestibility varied from month to 
month and between different plant categories. Both were highest during the growing season. 
Dicots maintained higher percentage crude protein and rumen dry matter digestibility than 
grasses. In most months percentage crude protein was below the critical level required for 
maintenance of the grazing animals. Standing stocks of crude protein for the whole sward were 
highest during the growing season months and lowest during the dry season months 
 


