
Abstract

Tuberculosis (TB) is a significant problem, infecting nearly 9 million new patients per year and
killing about 2 million a year. The primary means with which to affect TB globally are to
decrease transmission locally, mainly by effective identification, diagnosis, and treatment of
infectious TB patients. Therefore, quality assurance of TB control efforts at the local level is
essential. This study describes the creation of a data extraction tool for retrospective chart review
based on the International Standards for TB Care, 2009 for the assessment of TB control
programs located in resource limited settings. The tool was field tested at a rural mission hospital
in central Kenya. Results were used by host site staff to develop a quality improvement plan. The
process prompted revision of the tool to clarify questions and answers. This is a tool that can be
used in resource limited settings for data collection to assess the quality of TB care and to inform
the design, implementation, and further assessment of future quality improvement initiatives.


