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The genus Psiadia (Compositae)is represented by 60 species and is found south of Tropical
Africa, Madagascar and Tropical Asia (1). Very limited phytochemical informatio~ is available
in this genus. However, this has revealed diverse group of compounds with remarkable
biological activities including anti-tumor, cytotoxic (3), hemotoxic, neuromuscular blocking (4),
anti-helmintic and anti-inflammatory (2). As such the genus has been of great value in
traditional medicine.

Psiadia punctulata (DC) Vatke leaves whose decoctions are used in East Africa for relief of
abdominal pains, exhibits aerial surface deposition up to 25% w/w of dry material. Our current
work is focused on the study of the surface compounds of this plant. This investigation has so
far revealed three different kinds of compounds which include flavones with methoxylation on
. either A- or B-ring or both (e.g. Compound 1), diterpenoids (both trachyloban and kaurane types
e:g. compounds 2 and 3 respectively) and long chain cynnamoyl esters e.g. compound 4. The
Middle Eastern P arabica with which P punctulata is confused has about fourteen different
flavones and flavonols along with kaulane but no trachyloban diterpenes which confirms the
distinction between the two. In this presentation the results of our findings will be discussed.

MeO

OMe HO HO

OMe /
HOH2C CH20HOIvle

OH 0 3
1 2

~~ Or--tnCH3

HO

n=20
4

REFERENCES

1. Agnew, A D. Q., "Upland Kenya Wild Flowers; A flora of the fern and herbaceous
flowering plants'ef Upland Kenya" Oxford University Press., 1974.

2. Kightlinger, L. K., Seeel, J. R., Kightlinger, M. B., J Parasitol, 1996, 82,25.
3. Suffness, M., Abbott, B., Statz, D. W., Nonillowicz, Z. and Spjut, Q., Phytother. Res.

1988,2,89.
4. Tariq, M., Al-yahya, rvi. A, Al-Meshal, 1. A, Mossa, 1. S. and Salman, K. N.~

Pharmacologist, 1983) 25, 3 2.bstr-804.

CJ7


