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Abstract:

This paper evaluates the impact of a substandard presidential election. Using Kenya as a case
study, it reviews the 2007 vote. The paper contends that there is a link between free and fair
elections and the enjoyment of human rights. It argues that in order for states in Africa to walk
the (desired) democratic path, sitting governments must comply with internationally recognised
standards. While focusing on the violence that rocked the country, the paper analyses the causes
and implications of the much-disputed presidential poll. Also evaluated is the role the
international community can play in resolving a crisis. The paper concludes by asserting that a
rule of law culture must be embraced if human rights and democracy are to flourish in Africa.
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