
Anticancer agents against malaria: time to revisit? 
Nzila, A; Okombo, J,; Becker, RP; Chilengi, R; Lang, T.; Niehues, T  

Date: 2010-03  

Abstract: 

The emergence of artemisinin resistance could adversely impact the current strategy for malaria 
treatment; thus, new drugs are urgently needed. A possible approach to developing new 
antimalarials is to find new uses for old drugs. Some anticancer agents such as methotrexate 
and trimetrexate are active against malaria. However, they are commonly perceived to be toxic 
and thus not suitable for malaria treatment. In this opinion article, we examine how the toxicity 
of anticancer agents is just a matter of dose or 'only dose makes the poison', as coined in 
Paracelsus' law. Thus, the opportunity exists to discover new antimalarials using the anticancer 
pharmacopoeia. 

 


