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Abstract:
The paper analyses the extent to which ticks and tick-borne diseases, particularly East Coast 
Fever (ECF), are an economic problem in Kenya. It qualitatively argues that several socio-
economic factors, viz. inadequate information, indivisibility of the main tick control facilities, 
externalities, and risk make individual farmers undertake less control efforts than is optimal for 
the society. This fact is used to justify a more active role for the state in tick control efforts. A 
simple regression model that tests the impact of ECF on the cattle breed portfolio in the country 
is presented.


