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CO-OPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT IN KENYA: A BIBLIOGRAPHY

by

H. A.• Liyai

Introduction:

"Knowledge is of two kinds; we know a
subject ourselves or we know where we can
find information upon it"

- Samuel Johnson

There is no comprehensive bibliographic study on co-
operative development in Kenya. Most bibliographies on
research and publications usually deal with co-operative
development in the context of wider subjects such as econo-
mic development, rural and agricultural development, etc.
A review of literature in the particular field is an essen-
tial part of any research undertaking. It is necessary to
establish through systematic documentation the information
available on the subject. A searcher for information on co-
operative development in Kenya would, for example, be handi-
capped by the wide scatter of documents, especially the
official documents emanating from tRe Co-operative Depart-
ment itself. From the colonial period to the mid-197os, the
Department of Co-operative Development was placed under
various ministries including the following: Ministry of
African Affairs (1946-1960); Ministry of Agriculture and
Animal Husbandry (1960-1963); Ministry of Commerce and
Industry (1963-1964); Ministry of Co-operatives and Marketing
(1964-1965); Ministry of Commerce, Industry and Co-opera-
tives (1965-1966); Ministry of Co-operatives and Social
Services (1966-1974) and, since 197~ Ministry of Co-opera-
tive Development (P.O. Alila, in F.G. Kiros, 1965, p.177).
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This bibliography attempts to bring together the
identifiable materials on co-operative development in Kenya
and the relevant bibliographical sources. It should serve
to identify the gaps that exist in research and, at the same
time, help avoid possible duplication and overlap by indivi-
duals and institutions.

Bibliographical Sources

As mentioned before, no comprehensive bibliography exists
on co-operative development in Kenya. Most area and subject
bibliographies on Kenya or East Africa are wide in subject
coverage and remain inadequate in their coverage on co-opera-
tives in particular. However, a number of bibliographies
contain small sections on the subject. The major inadequancy
of the existing bibliographies is currency. As will be seen
from those indicated below, most of them are out-of-date.

Among the subject bibliographies on Kenya, J.B. Webster's
A Bibliography on Kenya (1967) provides the most comprehensive
coverage upto 1967. Webster's work was up-dated by Ole
Norgaard's Kenya in the Social Sciences: An Annotated Biblio-
graphy 1967-1979 (1980). This bibliography contains over 50
entries with direct reference to co-operatives in Kenya and
about half that number on co-operatives in East Africa in
general.

Official publications are found in Kenya: Subject Guide
to Office Publications (1978) compiled by J.B. Howell. This
guide lists, with annotations, publications of government
ministries and departments and covers all areas of economic
and social development in general. Specific coverage of co-
operatives is, however, limited.

The International Labour Office in Geneva has, for
many years, published an international directory of co-opera-
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tive organizations and supplements with specific regional
coverage. Its International Directory of Co-operative
Organizations was first published in 1921. Subsequent
editions have been published upto the 12th, which appeared
in 1971. Its third supplement for Africa South of the
Sahara (1975) has a useful section on Kenya.

The Committee for the Promotion of Aid to Co-operatives
(COPAC) in Rome was established in 1975 as a liaison body
to co-ordinate and promote assistance to co-operatives in
developing countries. In its efforts, COPAC produces
numerous publications, including bibliographies, directories,
occasional papers and information notes on co-operatives in
developing countries. The Committee published Selected
Bibliography: Co-operative Marketing (1985). This biblio-
graphy focuses on co-operative marketing in developing
countries and incorporates documents from "ICA Research
Register" (see below) Nos. 1-15, 1968-1985.

The International Co-operative Alliance (ICA) Education
Materials Advisory Service (CEMAS), London, published Sources
of Co-operative Information in 1978. This handbook is general
and provides basic information about sources for further
research on co-operative information.

A general bibliography on East Africa was compiled by
Tony Killick, The Economies of East Africa (1976). It lists,
with annotations, documents on general studies, economic
development, planning, finance, trade, industry, agriculture,
manpower, social economics and economic statistics. It has
substantial entries on co-operatives in East Africa. Killick
has since revised the subject in a recent literature survey
jointly authored with B. Finucane and L. Rupley, "The
Economic Literature for Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda 1974-
1980" in Eastern Africa Economic Review Vol. 1 (1) 1985,
p.l07-ll2.
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The most compreh~nsive documentation on co-operative
research and publications in Eastern Africa has been done
by the International Co-operative Alliance (I.C.A.)
Regional Office for East and Central Africa in Moshi,
Tanzania. Its Register of Co-operative Research and Plann-
ing Documents in East and Central Africa was published in
1977, incorporating annual up-dates of the publication
originally issued in 1974. Apart from listing, with Biblio-
graphic details, research and publications, the register
also provides full contact details on institutions involved
in co-operative development in the region.

The ICA has also recently published a more general,
but still useful, document, Research Register of Studies on
Co-operatives in Developing Countries pnd Selected Bibliography
(1985). An annual supplement has since been published in
1986.

Scope and Arrangement

This bibliography includes books, monographs, journal
articles and unpublished reports on co-operatives in Kenya.
It excludes documents which discuss co-operatives in general
or only partly include discussions on co-operatives in
Kenya. It was compiled using mainly the resources available
at the University of Nairobi. Information sources such as
the Kenya National Archives, Co-operative College of Kenya,
Kenya Federation of Co-operatives and other relevant in-
stitutions were not consulted. It cannot, therefore, claim
a comprehensive covera~e of the subject.

The bibliography excludes Annual Reports of the Ministry
of Co-operati0e Development and national development plans
which spell out policies and strategies for co-operative
development in the country. Similarly, information on co-
operative development in the various districts can be found
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in the development plans and annual reports of respective
districts which are not listed here.

The bibliography is divided into 5 sections according
to broad subject headings. Admittedly with so much inter-
disciplinary approach in research and publications, the listing
of some documents under certain subject headings has to be
largely arbitrary. No attempt has, therefore, been made to
list documents under, for example, sector, type, geographical
area or strict subject content. Under each section,the
entries are listed alphabetically by main entry irrespective
of the type of document. whether a book, chapter in a book,
article, report or conference paper.

Finally, as a first bibli~graphy on co-operatives in
Kenya compiled within limited time, certain inadequacies in
bibliographical accuracy and overall organization may be
noticeable. The cornpI Le r , therefore, welcomes comments and
addi ti ons whi ch would be usef u 1 for futu re update s.
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Report of a Committee Appointed by the Delegates at a
Meeting held in Nairobi on 9th Nov. 1916 to Formulate
a Scheme for the Formation of a Co-o erative Societ in
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