
SPEECH BY DR. ARTHUR T. PORTER, PRINCIPAL,
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, NAIROBI, ON PRESENTATIOX
OF GIFT' OF BOOrs TO THE COLLEGE BY THE
BRITISH HIGH COMMISSION, 5TH MAY, 1967.

We are gathered this morning to tOrMally receive tro.
the Britjs~ High Commission in Ienya a number ot volumes and pamphlet.l\:.ru::A.. Gv-.$
which ~ have donated to us as a contribution toward. our library

-respurces in the tield ot Management Studies •
.;

~~ These books represent only a .ery small proportion 01
·;the assistance we have received trom the British Government in the

wf1&1~'U'ea ot our library holding. and certainly are an intini te!iJMI
por~~ n ot the general ~9sistance which tro~ time to time we have
received troM the British Government, both in terms ot capital and
personnel, tor the development ot thit College.

We take this opportunity to express to the representative
oE Her Majesty" Government present h re thi. Morning, and to the Higb
COmMissioner, our deep appreciation Eor this Eurther manifestation ot
their inter~.t in the work that we do here and we will be g~ateEul it
our thaJll:1cO\ll.d be palled on to the Covernaent in London.

"



, .

In 1964 the tirst University Grants Comaittee, under
the signatories of very digtingudshed scholars, wrote, and I quote:
ftThe University College has grown out ot a Technical College and it
retains ele.ents which do not properly belong to a university institution.
We refer partiCularly to the Faculty ot Commerceft• Some of us, I .ust
conless, vho at that tiMe had no connection vi th the College were trankly
astounded at such a statement and, siDce 'IffY ovnarrival here, I have found
it all the more surprising that such a statement could have ~eared in
print. However, I am ure that it second edition were to appear ot
tha t Univera! ty Gran.tsConni ttee Report, therottending paragraph would be
drastically revised. And I would like to regard this gitt ot books Ira. .

the British Govern.ent tor our Management Studies in the Faculty ot CONmerce
s one indication, if ever proof was necessary, ot the contribution which

this Faculty i. making to the solution ot ~enya's INCh needed aanpover
problem in the crucial area of aanagerial pod tions both in the public and
the private sectort, and also ot the wisdoM ot University Colleg in
oftering courses to students in this vi tal area.

Today Management Studies cannot be relegated to dilettantes
or the aaateur. It is now a discipline and a science in its own right
and deserves a place in any university curriculUM. Gone are th 4&15
when ascript!ve crt teria vere enough, when businesses could pas.
uninterl"Uptedly hoIa 'ather to son vi thoat any other qualification than



3.

the ascriptive ones ot birth and hereditary. Gone also are.the days
when a degree in the Classics, or more particularly in Sanskrit, fro.
one ot the ancient universities was regarded as adequate preparation
tor a managerial position in this technological and atonic age.

We are proud to announce that our Faculty ot Commerce
is one ot the over-subscribed Faculties within the University, which
in itsell conEirms the importance ot the related subjects or Business
Administration and Accounting and others within the Faculty tor a
developing country such as Ienya. l'fumber.ot students have grown
considerably and plans re afoot tor the introduction ot postgraduate
Master's studies within the current trienniu..

We ar$ conEident that this girt will make its
contribution towards the~a;~ ~ ~.11I!,,~ctives in
this area, and would like in yo~~ame~once ~g~rn to thank Her Majesty'.

\

QovernJlent tor this turther token ot their tllterestand generosl ty.J
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