
SPEECH BY Di. A. T. PO rER, r mCIP'L, UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE, N~lROBI. AT TUE OPEttING 0,. THR NEV ENGINBERmG
BUILDING ~ WEDNESDAY, 11TH DECEHBE , 1968.

My task thi. aEternoon 1•• a111lple but blportant one. It

1. to expre•• O\U' pl'Olo\ll'lcl appreciation an4 delight that 10 llafty 01 7'0\1

have been able to Join u this altemoon lor thl. cerMOnY 01 the toNal
handing over 01 thia nev IngillMJ'ino lhdlcUng an4 1tl open!nf by 0111"
Mini.ter tor Education.

u baa been •• 14, this b\a11dinf has been constMlCtec1 by the

f Govermnent 01 Xenya vi th the ••• i.tance 01 loan lund. generowaly prov1ded
by the United Stat •• Agency lor InternationalOevelo~t. Loan Iund.
have alao been provided under the •••• gr•••• nt lor the conatruc:t1on 01
three Halla 01 Re.idence vhich now prov14. a~tion lor 408 _le t
atudenta. Apart lrota theae loan l\In4. 1M' e pi tal developtNnt, we haYLalao been g~l"O\dly .aai.ted with pl'ovl.lon 01 equip1Mnt lor thh ,_.'
Faculty •• vell as peraonnel •• ai.tance In other .pher •• 01 our activit 'ea.

I
Wevould lite to expre •• once .galn OW"proto\lnd .ppreciation lor all/this
evidence 01 lat•••••t an4 cone m 1ft tbe ,robl 01 bigher ecsw:atl.'laere
lD But Ahlal 10•• the •••adl ••••pond to the •



2.

Weare deUghted and honouredthat Rl. Excellency the
AJlba•• ador tor the Un!ted State. 01 A_rica, Kr. Fergu.on, and the Director
01 th@U.S.A.I.D. Prograrmte1n h.t ~trica, Hr. OiMWl, !save tound ti
this a/temoon to be vith u and t vould Uke theftl. on balt 01 the
rollege, to extend our gratitude to their GovernMent.

Part 01 the IUnd. tor thi. b\dldlng. • hat also been Iftentionecl.
have comelrota tho I@nyaCovernntent.and we re alv ys 91'at f\al tor the
deep abiding and continuing int@re.t which the pre.ent Minister tor
Education .hews in the programme.ot thi. College. TheMini.tar, a. i.

ltnovn, va. once llentber01 the taculty here - I believe, the 'ir.t Ea.t
Atrican to be appointe4. Vevotlld lite to regard our.elves •• tala first
love and to think that he 1. only on .eCOftdnMmtto the GoveJ"l'llDMlt 01 leny••

We are also lK).t 17r tef\al tor the a•• latance receive troll

our .everal donor.vho.e repre.entative. are here vith us this altemoon.

It 1. a Jlatter 01 .ati.taction to \d and 01 good tortwle that
the tOW'ldations01 this College are la1d lil'llly on tectmlcal and
technological discipline.. Froa .ach tir. loundation. we have no doubt.
that thl. College will be able to play 1t. part and tate advantage 01 the
technological revolution 01 our tiM. Rere in this raewty i. a cap.bUl ty
and conliclence1DIIatched In any othei' lllC'\llty ill tropical A.b!ca, and We

are rea4y to INt CNr lacill tie. at the ditapOAl 01 • reo4on vi.... tball

tenya.
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Though OW'Cb&lr.aa 01 Council i. 1ft lUIly va,.. on 01 u.
we never c••• e to be agree bly aurpri. d at hla devotion an4 t ti ••
vhich be givea so lID•• llishly to th work an4 care. 01 the coll., ••
To hI. allO we extend our .incere thankl.

I would allO 11k. to pa,. on 'WOrd 01 tribute to Prot.leor
RoystonJones, tormerly Dean01 the Faculty, whobaa n\lnect this Faculty
throughout the yearl to the poalUon. It Ita. nov ••••ched anet whohas been
~entral 1n all tbe negotiation. linee 1'64 Vhlcb .••••now IYlll11e4 In
the conltructlon 01 thel extenalon••

The bu114Ini would not have been erected. but lor he work 01
our Archlrect., CobbArcher aD4Aa l.t •• , 8:DCl our Contractor.,

- - Laxaabbal 8& OIIpany tl~ ted. 1'0 tMlR a1.0 I vilh to extend WI' .ine •••e
thank ••

FInally, we are grateM tor the aupport we have rec.ived
1r0lA the p\lbUc •••• in particular, ".. all 01 YOli vbo baW COM bere
thi. atternoGft.

The aia 01 thi. College an4 this Univerll ty t. that It vill
be a Mmee luUt\&Uon vI tb elo •• 11&11011and contact betveell the
Covernraent and ••••• 1.••• and bet"._ ourselftl anct the ,..lvate Meto)'.

Wehaft every eoaft • tJaat thl. 'acu1t:r vill uke •• t•••
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contribution i. eolving current engineerlllg pl'Obl ••• that ari ••• vhethel'
1n Governmentor tnln4U8try, lft addition to our other important taak 01
_eting the ••••••• requi ••••• t. ,. ED.lne••••••• ....,.. ••• ,. BUt

Africa.
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