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DEFINITION OF TERMS

lllegal Migrant
lllegal immigrant refers to person living in a coynwithout government permission or

going to settle in another country without the piesion of the government of that country.

The Alien Restriction Act
This is An Act of Parliament to enable restrictidgade imposed on aliens, and to make such
provisions as are necessary or expedient to caoly sestrictions into effect. This Act may

be cited as the Aliens Restriction Act.

Encampment Policy
A policy by government through which refugees whaven gone through the status
determination procedures, they are obliged to eegida camp while awaiting a durable

solution?

Somalia
The Republic of Somalia originated from the unidthe Italian Somaliland and the British
Somaliland on the First of July 1960

Somali
A person belonging to the Somali ethnic group ttemt be found in Somalia, Djibouti,,

Ethiopian Somali 8 Federal State and the Northeastern province of/&en

! National Council of Law Reviewing;he Aliens Restriction AdRevised Edition 2010 (1985) Published
by the National Council for Law Reporting withetAuthority of the Attorney General

2 The Refugee Consortium of Keny@efugee management in Kenyséairobi: Refugee Consortium of
Kenya, 2011
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to examine the isssssciated with the increased Somali
migrations to Nairobi. Since the 1990s, followirge tfall of Siyad Barre, Somalia has
never known peace. Consequently, the country beaarseurce of refugees to many
countries of the world. Kenya became a home to na@nthe fleeing Somalis. Many
Somali refugees in Europe and America and elsewimetee world go to Kenya even
after they have become residents or naturalizézeois of the host countries. While one
would expect them to stay in abroad where lifecisrsingly easier, they are often pulled
to what they refer to “home” near home - Kenya. Bbedy is set to investigate the
factors that attract many Somalis to Kenya as agtheir impact on the Kenyan society.

To unearth the factors that pulled the Somali rmitgdo Kenya and Nairobi in particular,

the study utilized both primary and secondary seairé¢n addition, the study was based
on pull and push theoretical frame work to undemsdbe push and pull factors that
contributed to the Somalis to come to Kenya eveer d@hey had established themselves
in other more developed countries in the worldoider to understand why the Somalis
chose Kenya as their residence of choice this stlsly used the integration theory to
explain the social connections that helped in ttieging together the Somalis in Kenya

and those flocking the country from abroad.

The study established that the protracted Somsliwar, the rise of Islamic extremism,

terrorism and socio-economic hardship in Somaleanong the key push factors that
forced the Somalis out of their h to find refugethe neighboring countries as well as
abroad.

While in diaspora, Somalis have been pulled to Kemyhich they refer as “home” near
home by several factors. Among them is the kingldpnection, religious connection,

availability of good institutions such as schoamsques and hospitals, welfare facilities,
considerable security and safety and geographlieséness to Somalia.

Somalis’ influx into Kenya, despite causing straim Kenyan resources and amenities,
and obviously causing security concerns to Kenyes &lso contributed to the social-
economic development of the country. The resour@esters through remittances from
immigrants and refugees have changed the map obian significant ways. Trade and
other economic activities in Nairobi have greatieb influenced by the Somali presence.
Kenya has provided environments to cultural exckhamgd the Somalis have no doubt
contributed to the multicultural diversity of Kenyaue to social, economic and political
considerations, Kenya has become a “Home” near Hommany Somalis living out of
Somalia.
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CHAPTER ONE:
INTRODUCTION

1.1 Introduction

Civil war, natural disasters, resource conflictgnacide,coup d’étatsand declining
economies, have characterized the Horn of Africghie past three decades, resulting in
displacement and migration of people from theirntdas in search of peace, economic
and political stability, safety and better liveldds. Some have migrated to western
countries while others have remained on the contjngeeking refuge in neighboring
countries which they deem stable. One such a saSemalia which since independence in
July 1960 has suffered a lot of conflicts that haeen many of the citizens cross the
international borders to Kenya and other neighlgpnrations such as Ethiopia and
Djibouti. Although the Somali people perceive Kemgaa relatively stable country, Kenya
is a developing country with a struggling economagking adequate resources to cater for
its population, let alone additional burden of thmigrants. Refugees from the greater
Horn of Africa as well as the Great Lakes regiomehalue to instability and conflicts in
their own countries, often sought refuge in Kertyayever, the largest numbers of those

in the country come from Somalia, Kenya’s neighiocthe northeast.

Grappling with economic and political challengedjiah include rising poverty levels,
increase in rural-urban migration and growing uniaypent and restlessness among its
youthful population, Kenya presents a context wirefagees are both a burden and an
economic resource. Although the refugees were rediuo remain in designated areas to
avoid unwanted competition to the locals, manyheht sneak into urban areas. The police
in executing this requirement sometimes used brutathods as a mechanism to
discourage refugee infiltration into Kenyan urbaeas, but still the refugees remained
pulled to Nairobi. However, a significant numbértlme refugees resisted confinement to
the camps by moving to urban areas where theyedeitl various suburbs. Majority of
these refugees who resettled in urban areas a®owofali origin and sometimes find
themselves having to buy their legality throughanapulous, often illegal, means. This

research wondered why the Somali refugees had ttw guich extent and what factors

3 UNHCR, Refugees in Keny&lairobi: UNHCR News letter, 2010.
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pulled them to Nairobi? This research further anedythe factors that attract Somalis from

many parts of the world to Nairobi and other Kenydies.

1.1.2 Background to the Somali emigration

Migration of Somalis out of their country is nonaw phenomenon. Historically, Somalis
are a pastoralist people who have been involvedawing from one place to another as a
way of coping with harsh environmental and econoradalities. Although to the Somali
people migration was part of their life, these raigms were initially restricted to the
Somali inhabited territoriesThe international nature of migratory patternghef Somali
people can be traced back to the movements of searhe worked on colonial ships
sailing to Western Europe in the early twentiethtegy> Working on European ships
opened a window to some of the Somali people tiblesahd form small communities in

port cities of countries like the United Kingdondathe Arabian Peninsula.

The Somali peoples’ migration did not stop everrathanges introduced by the European
occupation of the African continent. They continuatjrating to many countries during
the colonial rule and even after Somalia’s indegeige in July 1960. The Somali students
were frequently sent abroad to study at univessitiethe West and Eastern Europe. In the
seventies, Somali workers migrated to the Gulf toes to seek better employment and
financial gain that came with the oil boom in théfgegion. From the seventies onwards,
those opposed to the Siyad Barre regime becametsaod persecution forcing many of
them to flee the country. Most of them went intditpmal exile in many Western and

Eastern countries.

Despite these continuous waves of the Somali miggrathe largest levels of movement
out of Somalia began with the start of the Somiali war and consequent collapse of the
Somali government in 1991. Since then there hawn k& continued migration of the
Somali people in search for safer areas of settienide majority of those that took flight
found themselves in Somalia’s neighbouring coustsech as Kenya, Ethiopia, Djibouti

and Yemen, where thousands still remained in potadhalimbo and displacement as

4 Lewis, H., “The Origins of the Galla and Somalrhe Journal of African Histor{1966), pp.7:27-46,

5 Gundel, J., “The Migration-Development Nexus: Sban&ase Study”|nternational Migration vol.
40(5), 2002; see also, Kliest, NNpmads, sailors and refugees: A century of Somaration, Sussex
Migration Working Paper no. 23, Sussex Univers2§04.

® Bang Nielsen, K., “Next Stop Britain: The Influenof Transnational Networks on the Secondary
Movement of Danish Somalis”, Working Paper no. 2assex Centre for Migration Research, 2004.
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refugees in camps and urban cities. A smaller busiderable number of Somalis who
were better placed in terms of economy were ablenigrate further, joining already

established communities in the Gulf, Western Eurépsstralia, the USA and Canafla.

The largest numbers of this group of Somalis inwWrest are found in the UK, followed by
Canada and the United States. Some who are alsaiadl® number migrated to the
Netherlands and Scandinavian countries. From tlend@ieavian countries, the Somalis,
however, seemed to be more attracted to the UK. &ttraction to Britain made the
Somalis to adopt a trend in recent times where m&agnalis in the Scandinavian
countries migrated to the UK. The reasons giverstmh migration were that the UK had
a larger Somali community providing social networkke other reasons were that the UK
had better economic, educational and religious dppities® Conversely, many Somalis
who even acquired Europeans citizenship across peuroave been returning in

considerable numbers to Kenya for reasons notresélarched in the past.

Despite international intervention and various rin&tionally facilitated reconciliation
processes, peace remained elusive in many regioBsmalia. This perhaps is one of the
main reasons to why many Somalis still preferredimgpto Kenya and particularly in the
urban areas. The movement from the developed westeuntries is an interesting
scenario when we consider that educational andossmmnopportunities in Europe and the
USA are better than Kenya. Also Somalis living mntlia’s safe areas such as Puntland
and Somaliland are pulled to Kenya. Although ewantliose native to their country, the
fluid political landscape is perplexing and rapidiganging and has recently seen the
country play stage to competing regional and irtgomal interests. Somalia’s issues have
also been exacerbated by the global war on temorghich has become another point of

contention in an already complex web of regional imernal conflicts

! Berry, J. W., Kim, U., and Boski, P. “Psycholodieaculturation of immigrants”, in Y. Y. Kim and VB.
Gudykunst (Eds.),Cross-cultural adaptation: Current approaches, mmgtional and intercultural
communication annuaVol. 11, Newbury Park, CA: Sage, 1988, pp. 62-89.

8 van Hear, N, Brubaker, R & Bessa, T., “Managing bility for Human Development: The Growing
Salience oMixed Migration”, Human Development Research Paper (HDRP) Series2@pho, 2009.

® Harris, H., “The Somali community in the UK: Whae know and how we know it”, The Information
Centre about Asylum and Refugees in the UK (ICAR)don, 2004.

10 Davenport, Christian, Will Moore and Steven PoBprhetimes You Just Have to Leave: Threat and
Refugee Movements, 1964—198%ernational Interactions29(1), 2003, pp. 27-55.
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The war period’s political set-up in Somalia wadhaee zone/divide and the rise of
governance without governmehitin fact, the north-east and north-west areas @xpezd

relative stability and a certain degree of secufdly many years, which resulted in the
formation of the autonomous state type administnatf Puntland in the north-east, and
the declaration of independence by Somaliland énnibrth-west, although the latter is not
officially recognized by the international commurif The south-central third zone
(which includes Mogadishu and most central and lsout regions) is governed by the
internationally recognized Somali Federal Governthehe newly established Jubba
Administration and Shabab. This zone has the leastirity and stability in the country
and for long it was besieged by heavy fighting frbra internationally backed transitional

federal government of Somalia and the U.S listeatist group Al-Shabaab.

Internal displacement remained a persistent cormseguof the Somali conflict since the
early 1990s, when millions were forced to move withnd out of the country. In the mid-
nineties the numbers went down as both internadigldced and refugees in neighbouring
countries begun returning to their hom&ut as soon as they had settled violence broke
out again leading to another wave of migrations.e Teonflict caused massive
displacement? By the end of 1992, asylum claims were made by &isnin countries
including Austria, Belgium, Canada, Egypt, EthigpiBinland, Germany, Greece,
Hungary, India, Ireland, Italy, Jordan, Kenya, Maia, Malta, Mozambique, Netherlands,
Norway, Pakistan, South Africa, Spain, Sudan, Swed®witzerland, Syria, Turkey
Uganda, Yemen, United Kingdom, and the United Stabeterestingly, some of these
asylum seekers soon started relocating to Kenyaat\pihlled these Somalis to Kenya is a

story that this study wishes to tell.

1 Salehyan, Idean and Kristian GleditsBefugees and the Spread of Civil Wdew York: International
Organization, 2006, pp. 60: 335-366.

12 United Nations High Commissioner for RefugeEspnomic and Social Impacts of Massive Refugee
Populations on Host Developing Countries, as welbther CountriesStanding Committee, New York:
UNHCR, 1997, No. EC/47/SC/CRP.7.

13 Zolberg, Aristide, Astri Suhrke, and Sergio Agualascape from Violence: Conflict and the Refugee
Crisis in the Developing WorldNew York: Oxford University Press, 1989.

14 Zetter Roger and George Deikun, Meeting Humamita€hallenges in Urban Areadjgration Review
issue 34 FebruaryUniversity of Oxford, 2010.
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1.2 Statement of the Problem

The Kenyan government tried to curb the inflow ofr&li refugees through enacting new
laws and stiff regulations to restrict movementillgigal migrants into the country. The
Kenyan law does not recognize settlement into thenty without documentation. The
laws also affected urban refugees who were restiiddy the provisions for an
encampment policy. Therefore, any refugee livintsioke the camp, without authorization,
was considered an illegal migrant. But with all lsymolicy, many Somalis both refugees
and non refugees continued to be pulled towardy/&and its urban areas such as Nairobi
to be particular. For instance, the Kenyan govemntroa the 2nd of January 2007 put into
effect the Refugee Act of 2006, with more string@alicies on encampment of all
refugees in the country. Article 25 Section (E)tesathat any person who, not being a
refugee and not having a valid refugee identifmatiiocument, failed to comply with an
order of the minister to leave Kenya; or (F) residéihout authority outside the designated
areas specified under Section 16(2) will be sulipttgal action. This clearly did not give
room or create any policies regarding other nonge¢ migrants and urban refugees. In
this case, the non refugee and Somali refugeesirobl who escaped the camps or those
who come directly from Somalia, and thus had nesented themselves to the Kenyan

authorities were illegally settled in urban areas.

UNHCR notes that, several thousand of illegal amgal migrants including refugees
without legal protection or material assistance lpermanently in NairoBf. Neither the
Kenyan government nor the United Nations High Cossioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
provided protection to this group, because sontaarh were not refugees. Moreover even
if they were refugees they were living outside tanps, therefore, were regarded as
illegal migrants, and so their security was notrgnteed. Consequently, they were prone
to physical attacks from the locals, police harassimrobberies and muggings, which,
compared to the refugees in the camps, were higimeng these urban refugeésyet
with all such risks they still flocked to the cibf Nairobi. This research is investigating
the factors that pulled the Somali migrants to Kemyrban areas. Similarly some of the

Somali people who were not refugees and have pemmanitizenship in European and

15 United Nations High Commissioner for RefugeElse State of the World’'s Refugees: The Challenge of
Protection New York: Penguin Books, 2000.

16 Frey, William, Melting Pot Suburbs: A Census 2000 Study of Sulbuiigersity, Washington, DC:
Brookings Institution, Center on Urban and Metrdaiaol Policy,2001.



Western nations with well developed protection meks, as they enjoyed privileges as
citizens in those countries but still they optedctome and settle in Nairobi and other

Kenyan cities. What actually pulled them to Kenyahie focus of concern to this research.

1.3 Objectives of the Study
1. To investigate the genesis of Somali migrationsaaobi
2. To investigate the factors that pull the Somalinangs to Kenyan urban areas

3. To assess the impact of the Somali migrants to Kemyban centres

1.4 Justification of the Study

Many researches such as the ones done by Cambpibelley, Jacobsen and Goldenberg,
among others, on Somali migrants in Nairobi tenddocentrate on the refugees and their
illegal status. Despite the restrictions, the Sdsnabntinue to migrate into the Kenyan
cities and have managed to integrate into the god® some level, especially in
businessel’ These studies suggest that the Somalis play @griit part in Nairobi's
economy to a point where if they were to leaveirttieparture would be detrimental to the
Kenyan capital’s economy. However, none of theadiss explained the pull factors that
made Nairobi attractive to the Somali from all otlee world. Why are so many Somalis
interested in Nairobi? Why did some who had legaius to settle in European countries
desert their status to come and live in Nairobi?yWias it that even those with no legal
status wanted to live in Nairobi? Campbell, Lindl@gcobsen and Goldenberg also do not
explain the means and ways these Somalis emplayedldcate back to Nairobi from
Europe where they were legally accepted and sugghahd come to live and meet
competition from locals, maintain their livelihoadid live in the city sometimes illegally.
Thus, this study attempted an in-depth explanatiothe reasons that made the Somalis
pulled to Nairobi and other Kenyan urban areas.|®Vthie Somali urban refugees have
briefly been covered in some studies, the flow oh mefugee Somali groups failed to
receive the minimum attention. Refugees represeiyt @ temporary phenomenon, while

the flow of the other groups seems to be constaate perpetual and more beneficial to

o Campbell, E. H.Urban Refugees in Nairobi: Problems of Protectiblechanisms of Survival and
Possibilities for IntegrationOxford University press, 2006, Lindley Anidew Issues in Refugee
Research; Protracted displacement and remittantés: View from EastleigiNairobi, UNHCR
Research Paper No. 143, 2007, Jacobsen K&henEconomic Life of Refuge&&w York: Kumarian
Press, 2005 and Goldenberg, T. 2006. Urban Soefaljees call Nairobi’'s little Mogadishu home,
http://news.monstersandcritics.com/africa/featamtisle, 1233394.php/urban_somali_refugees_call_Nair
obis_little_mogadishu_home.



the political and economic integration between th® neighbouring countries. By
researching on these non refugee groups, the suilllycontribute in creating more
comprehensive and scholarly picture and understgndif the different and diverse

motives behind the flow of the Somalis into Kenya.

1.5 Scope and limitations of the Study

During 1991 the scale of atrocities against cimgiain Somalia escalated with the
overthrow of President Siyad Barre reaching unmtested levels. The humanitarian
disaster in 1992 made the Somalis known througtimutvorld, as many people starved in
the South of Somalia and many more were facinghdéaé to the civil war that disrupted
the life-supporting productive activities. The firmages that appeared in the media were
the broadcast of the famine caused by both thé wai and the climatic conditions. The
eruption of the civil war in 1988 generated theibemg of a major movement of the
Somali people this time from Somalia into KenyaisTHow was first caused by the
intensification of the conflict between Siyad Baregime and the different clan’s armed
movements in the 1980s, which reached the climalx thie fall of the government and the
beginning of the fully fledged civil war in 1991atge mass flight of Somalis took also
place in 2011 affecting the security of Kenya aftewveral terrorist actions which the
situation alarming. Kenya soon authorized a miyitanvasion into Somalia in the
Operation Linda Nchi. By then thousands unarmedians, including many women and
children, were deliberately and arbitrarily killethrtured and displaced by forces of
different Al-Shabab militia groups that strugglesl dontrol the country. The atrocities
continued and even worsened further in 2011 wherlhited Nations High commission
on Refugees declared the Horn of Africa a disasbee as many more refugees crossed
into Kenya. Generally the fall of Siyad Barre in919and the consequent civil war is a
very important starting point of sizable refugeflow, while the period when the KDF
liberated Kisimayo in 2012 marks both the destahilon of the centre of power of Al-
shabaab as well as temporary escalation of refindiesv into Kenya. The new waves of
refugees in this period were seeking refuge badinfthe famine and the war between
KDF and Al-Shabab.

This study is related to the period between th&apeé of the Siyad Barre Government in
January 1991 and up to the end of 2012. The stoggrs mainly non refugee Somali

groups in Kenya for diverse reasons and purposesatitl be analyzed in this study. The
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scope this study includes also highlighting the eet@d impact on the future socio-
economic impact on Kenya and relations with Som&iace most of immigrants flow is
centered to Nairobi, and for time and resourcergaxeasons, the research will focus on a

representative sample in Nairobi.

In conducting the field research, this study hadhesdimitations particularly among the

Somalis who were illegally in the country or livimgth relatives and friends whose status
was suspect. Some of the Somali migrants livechénarea illegally and thus, strived to
stay in the shadows to avoid the state’s legalesydike the police and other authorities
who might turn on them. In such a case, random Bagwvould have been hard due to the
difficulty in identifying the potential respondentas they would not willingly expose

themselves. The migrant Somalis in other Kenyannnuities are not included in the

interview sample but it is hoped that the largerirdld choice is sufficiently

representative.

1.6 Literature Review

The literature on different issues on Somalia aooh&8is is not lacking. The years since
the fall of Siyad Barre and eventual collapse efgovernment as well as the conflicts and
outflow of refugees from Somalia to many countireduding Kenya has attracted a lot of
interests among scholars. R. Marchal in his wogues that migration is at the heart of
the Somali nomadic culture, which is characteribgda subsistence economy, trade to
procure necessities not domestically produced, tesmtshumance to adapt to cycles of
climate in search of green pastutsAccording to Marchal, the Somalis have been
migrating for a long time, but the author did nantion why they have remained attracted
to Kenya and particularly Nairobi during their magons.

Olesen and Svan argue that the Somalis are the graump of concern in terms of
migration into Kenya. The Somalis remain the largesnbers of refugees in Kenya. They
posit that the majority of the Somali refugees foen the large minorities of southern
Somalia, and the more distant diaspora abroad,hwétem from all of the clans and that
even when repatriation attempts are done theysstdbk back to Nairobi and other urban

18 Marchal, R.Final Report on the Post Civil War Somali Busin€&sss European Commission, Somalia
Unit, Paris, 1996.



areas”’ They argue that even if local authorities oftenpbasize that repatriation of
refugees should be accompanied by developmentcoma-generating projects still there
is a pull of Somali refugees to Nairobi. This resbaattempted to investigate the reasons
why the Somalis would like to live in Kenyan urbareas rather than those urban centres

in other countries.

Discussing the refugee issues, E.H. Campbell rtbesseveral thousand Somali refugees
without legal protection or material assistance Ipermanently in NairoBf. Neither the
Kenyan government nor the United Nations High Cossioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
provide them with protection, because refugeesidivutside the camps are regarded as
illegal migrants, and so their security is not guaeed. Although they lose assistance
when they leave the refugee camps, still the Sorehlgees struggle to come and settle in
Nairobi. The author does not explain in depth ridgsons that pulled them to Kenya let
alone to Nairobi.

Turton argues in his research that the Somali efagvho migrated and settled in Nairobi
are consequently prone to physical attacks fromldbals, police harassment, robberies
and muggings, which, compared to the refugees encmps, are higher among these
urban refugee%l. Although exposed to all these dangers still then&8ws from all over the

world feel that Nairobi is the best home to raisaraily. What actually made them have

such believe was not clear hence this researchdhtopeddress.

Landau and Monson argue that in 1990s the GovermkrKenya withdrew from
refugees’ affairs and left the mandate to UNHCRakhjrants refugees full status and a
choice to live anywhere they desired in the courgfore 1991, the Kenyan government
granted refugees protection based on both the @agson of African Unity of 1969 and

19 Olesen, J.W.Report on Fact-Finding Mission to North East andrtkoWwest Somalia(Somaliland)
Danish Immigration Service, Copenhagen, 1996; @le¥é&/Report on the Nordic Fact-finding Mission
to Mogadishu, SomaljaUdlaendingestyrelsen/Statens Invandrerverk, Coggern The migration-
development nexus: Somalia case study, 198&sen, J.W., L. Anten, and R. Pearce-Higginsd®020
Report on Minority Groups in SomaliBanish Immigration Service, Home Office - UK, N&iterie van
Buitenlandse Zaken - NL, Copenhagen; Olesen, Jamd, C. Svan 199%Rapport fra fact-finding
mission til Nairobi, Kenya og Middle Shabellereggan Somalia Udleendingestyrelsen/Statens
Invandrerverk, Kgbenhavn.
Campbell E. H.Urban Refugees in Nairobi: Problems of Protectidiechanisms of Survival and
Possibilities for IntegrationOxford University press, 2006.
L Turton, D., Analysis of Refugee Protection Capatienya, Strengthening Protection Capacity Project
UNHCR, 2005.
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the UN Conventions of 1951. Under the OAU/UN Cortiers, refugees got Alien
Identity Cards from the National Registration BureAlthough these cards used to be
valid indefinitely, the policy now has changed lnatt the cards will only be valid for two
years. This decision was reached because thedaatld of the 2Dcentury saw a large
influx of Somali refugees into Kenya after the apke of the Somali stateHowever
Landau and Monson did not explain why such a lanfjex of Somali refugees to Kenya
and if it was because of security, why did we h&analis even from stable countries

coming to Kenya and particularly in urban centres?

Torpey on his part argues that when the Kenyan gowent realized that its sovereignty
was being embedded by refugee presence, it exddadtelf from the Refugees Affairs
and delegated its duties to UNHCR. This happenedhat same time when the
encampment policy was created withipso factoof disorganized assistance to refugees
which was meant to improve services and assistamae would be accorded to the
refugees if they were put together. However, theampment policy has its shortcomings
in that it restricts refugees right to freedom advement; right to engage in wage-earning
employment or self-employment as well as the piomisof legal documents or
identifications cards as stipulated in Articles }(2@.7), (18) and (27) respectively in the
United Nations Conventions of 1951, which Kenya &gnatory to. In discussing the laws
discussed above on the measures put by the Kengaerrgnent to control illegal
migration, theories on spatial control are usedrtderstand further how and why states do
so? But why was it that even when Kenya had put irc@lauch restrictions still the

Somalis tended to manoeuvre the restrictions angerturban areas in the country.

According to Kyle and Dale the state uses instrusiehcontrol and regulation in order to
affirm its sovereignty. They discussed the intrdaducof documents such as passports and
Identity Cards, which in many cases have been ssfidein enabling the states to control
movement* However, they did not show course why even witchsuvestrictions by

introduction of such documents the Somali still edvto Kenyan urban areas. Dale and

22 Landau, Loren B. & Monson, Tamlyn, “DisplacemeBstrangement and Sovereignty: Reconfiguring
State Power in Urban South Africaovernment and Oppositiowpl. 43 (2), 2008, pp. 315-336.

% Torpey, J., “Coming and Going: On the State Mortiizption of the Legitimate ,Means of Movement”.
Sociological TheoryVol. 16 (3), 1998, pp. 239-259.

24 Kyle, D & John Dale, “Smuggling the State Back Agents of Human Smuggling Reconsidered”, pp.
563-569 in S. Khagram and P. Levitt (edsIhe Transnational Studies Reader: Intersections and
Innovations London: Routledge, 2008.
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Siracusa share in similar observation by showinat tthese systems of control are
effective, although they in turn give room for tineishrooming of new forms of commerce
and society which were not necessarily intendeds iBhan important observation but Dale
and Siracusa did not show why the Somalis wereyréadgo an extra step of buying
documents just to access Kenyan urban areas. 8imifaoplan gave an example of

Somalis who fraudulently acquire IDs/passport jadie able to live in Nairol3"

While discussing sovereignty as a practice in Afniacountries, Lindley argue that, in
order for refugees, migrants and long term resglemsurvive and thrive, they do not only
move ostensibly through the state regulated sgadealso transform it through strategies
of accumulation, coupled with tactics that aid thienelude danger and regulation. To the
authors this tactics includes social integratiatworks, and livelihood strategies, as some
of the tactics that Somalis in Eastleigh resointorder to survivé® The author brings out
the argument well although does not state why e prefer to develop this networks

in Nairobi.

Jacobsen argues that the Somalis are said to htagrated in to the Kenyan community
to a great extent, economically and sociflylacobsen describes local integration as
having three inter-related dimensions: legal, eaonoand social. These migrants are
economically integrated because they are selfnglizave established livelihoods and are
not reliant on aid and enjoy a standard of livihgttis equivalent to or even higher than
that of many locals. Somalis have integrated easilyastleigh because of networks with
fellow Somalis who arrived earlier in Eastleigh aiso get support from Kenyan Somalis
who are dominant in Eastleigh, in terms of entrepwgship and being a major
population?® Although the reasons fronted by the author arasiltée, he failed to tell us

why in Kenya and not other cities in the world.

Somalis interact with Kenyans and migrants of othationalities, as they go about their

livelihoods in Nairobi. Franke’s study on SomaimsNairobi showed that hostility from

%5 Coplan, D B., “A River Runs Through It: The Meagiof the Lesotho-Free State BordeAfrican
Affairs, Vol. 100, 2001, pp. 81-116.

%6 | indley Anna, New Issues in Refugee Researchr&tted displacement and remittances: The view from
Eastleigh, Nairobi, UNHCR Research Paper No. 18872

2" Jacobsen Karen & Loren B. Landau, “The Dual Imfieeain Refugee Research: Some Methodological

’ and Ethical Considerations in Social Science Rebean Forced Migration'Disastersvol. 27(3), 2003.
Ibid.

11



the host community is rare as she asserts thatydfesnin Eastleigh generally appear to
have come to terms with the obvious fact that Smrale their neighbours. Kenyans,

Somalis and other refugee nationalities share wgslmes and cramped stairways, their
children go to the same schools, they truck anteharhe author argues that Somalis have
been socially and economically integrated, but e rebt show that the Somalis were

legally integrated® This study attempted to investigate why the Scenhlive chosen

Nairobi even without legal integration.

A further claim made by Reimer is that, apart frortegration, the Somalis are said to
draw a lot from social capital and social networke concept of social capital has been
explained by a number of scholars and varies aguptd the context in which it is used.
Social networks may provide access to resourcessantl support, and who defines
social capital as social networks and their assedimorms that may facilitate various
types of collective actioff. Since the civil war started in Somalia, the Somaldt only
escaped to Kenya, but to the other parts of thédwam well, which gives them extensive

networks in the Diaspora but why some of them sthoaome back to Kenya?

Michtelt argues that it is through these netwoitkst tmost of the Somalis in Eastleigh
managed to get to Nairobi, and acquire their Ih@lids as capabilities, assets, natural,
physical, human, social and financial capital activiiies required for a means of livifg.
However, Michtelt does not tell us why Nairobi waeferred by most Somali refugees.
Michtelt explains how some of the Somali migrami€astleigh acquire their livelihoods.
The most common way is through remittances, wharfiesas their financial capital. The
remittances usually come from family, relatives d&ndnds who are abroad, using a
money transfer system known dawilaad Remittances play a major role in the life of
refugees because they can be invested in inforroainesses like clothing shops,
telephone operations, hawking of vegetables andnskland clothes, among other wares,

on the streets or small shops, which help in asiceng the refugees’ self-sufficiency.

%9 Franke, SMeasurement of Social Capital: Social Capital aBablic Policy Tool, Reference Document
for Public Policy ResearciDevelopment, and Evaluation PRI Project, Cana@as.

%0 Reimer, B, Lyons, T, Ferguson, N, Polanco,2G08. Social capital as social relations: the Gbution
of normative structures, Journal compilation © 200& Editorial Board offhe Sociological Review
Published by Blackwell Publishing Inc. 9600 GarsimgRoad, Oxford OX4 2DQ, UK and 350 Main
Street, Malden, 02148, USA, 2008.

31 Machtelt De Vriese, Refugee livelihoods:review of the evidencelnited Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees, Evaluation and Policy Analysis UR@06.
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Remittances may also be used to meet other urgausnlike paying rent, food, medical
care and basically for every day needs. Moreover,Somalis in Eastleigh remit some
monetary resources or other forms of assistanctkeeio relatives in the camps as well as

those who are still in Somalia. Then why shouldrdlaiibe a centre for remittance?

According to Macharia Kinuthia another major soumt livelihood in Nairobi is
entrepreneurship both formal and informal in Eagiieamong the Somalis. Macharia
observes that some Somalis come with capital raadgtart business in Eastleigh.
Entrepreneurship is thus the major livelihood stgt for the illegal migrants. Despite
their illegality, these migrants have somehow madaip acquire and sustain businesses
which were largely considered informal because they unregistered coupled with the
illegal status of the refugee ownéfsHowever, Macharia did not tell us why the Somali

preferred to run illegal business in Nairobi.

Clarion research shows that the nature of law eefoent in Kenya provides a source of
livelihood strategy for the Somalis. They suggésit the Kenyan legal system, the law
enforcers and the Ministry of Immigration are c@truThus, corruption was another
option that Somali migrants used to survive in Nair Although the authors might be
right to some extent but Kenya was not the onlyugrcountry, therefore, that was not
enough reason for why the Somalis were pulled tyaka®® CLARION research shed

some light as it narrated how the passports anchids were acquired but did not explain

why Kenya was preferred.

According to Horwood, family and social networks reveby far the most important
resource to Somali migrants and refugees. Exigtingpora communities in all countries
that the Somali people settled in Asia as wellnagurope, North America and Australia,
provided the information, funding and social conimets necessary to undertake the
journey from Somalia to the outside world. Horwaumted that Somalis in South Africa
rely heavily on traditional social structures thave remained vital for the survival,
protection and cultural identity of migrants anfugees throughout the Somali diaspora.

These ready-made communities facilitate travelustdjent and communication with

%2 Macharia, Kinuthia, 2003. Migration in Kenya arg Impact on The Labor Market; Paper prepared for
Conference on African Migration in Comparative Pexdive, Johannesburg, South Africa, 2003.

%3 Centre for Law and Research International (CLARJOREeport on corruption in government offices in
Kenya Published by Claripress Limited Nairobi, 2002.
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officials and service providers in receiving stafedhe argument by Horwood was
instrumental in explaining whether the family anacial networks were important to

Somali people’s migration into Kenya.

Van Hear on his part argues that the Somalis, @B wiany other communities in
displacement, mostly seek safety in other parth@f own country, whilst a large number
seek protection in neighbouring countries and allsmaumber seek asylum in countries
further afield. He further argues that, where thase of displacement was continual, the
persons between these locations develop complerections. He observes that in the
Somali case, remittances were seen as a powedolmee for Somalia. In another work
Van Hear argues that remittances were a strategydmalis that was in place well before
displacement but was broadened after displacemgnBdmali mobility®> Van Hear
suggests that the Diaspora and the sustainingo$mational relations might represent the
most enduring, if not durable, solution to manyrent situations of displacement. Indeed,
although remittance behaviour was addressed sgatyfiin this study nothing was

mentioned on why the Somalis feel safe in Kenya.

Berry in his book notes that migrants face a nundfexcculturation risks because of the
involuntary, migratory and potentially temporarytura of their lives. He believes that
personalities and social conditions have a gremb@act than migration per se, with
acculturation strategies depending largely on thgividual. He cites an example of
parents, separated from their children facing elmajiés of knowing how their children are
faring on. He states that given an opportunity spafents would want to go back to their
countries and re-unite with their childr&hThe argument by Berry is plausible, but this
study wondered why such parents of Somali origefgsred coming to Kenya and not to

join their children in Somalia or elsewhere in tire@ghboring countries.

Fletcher argues that when people migrate to othentcies, they were assimilated through

different strategies which may emerge for differespects of their experience, i.e.

34 Horwood, C.,In Pursuit of the Southern Dream: Victims of Neitgs$nternational Organization for
Migration, Geneva, 2009.

% van Hear, N, Brubaker, R & Bessa, T., “ManagingHility for Human Development: The Growing
Salience oMixed Migration”, Human Development Research Paper (HDRP) Serie2@0P009.

36 Berry, J. W., Immigration, acculturation and addipih, Applied Psychology: An International Review
46, 1997, pp. 5-68.
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integration with respect to language, and separatgh regard to cultural traditions.
Fletcher believes that, integration was not a lipgacess and settlement does not occur at
a similar rate across all aspects of life. Settietnissues can arise long after arrival of
migrants especially those from non-mother tongueakimg backgrounds. He goes on to
state that, migrants may be well settled in oneedision of their life (e.g. employment)
but poorly integrated in other aspects and thatesmembers of the migrant family may
be well integrated! This study attempted to investigate why Somaliranigs find it hard

to integrate in other countries and easily integgtah Kenya.

Kunz argues that immigrant’s orientation to theduwtry of origin also has a significant
impact on migration and resettlement. He identifiese different groups namely majority
identified migrants who identify with their natidout not with its government, events
alienated migrants, who may include religious ariabminorities, who seldom entertain
the hope of returning home and the self-alienatégtants, who for various reasons no
longer wish to identify with their natioff. It was of interest to this study to investigate
which category do the Somali who re-locate to Kease? And why did the Somali orient

well with Kenya than other countries?

Boman and Edwards argue that migrants arriving imea country face a number of

stressful situations. These include loss of famibmbers, unsatisfactory employment and
isolation, lack of English skills, difficulties witclimate and food and tensions within the
family.® They observed that a common pattern is for migrantexperience an initial

period of excitement and enthusiasm on arrival,ctviwas soon replaced by feelings of
guilt at having survived or escaped while othersehaot, and pining for lost familiar

lifestyles. Feelings of distress can progressivaityninate with complaints of sadness,
emptiness, loneliness and bewilderment. From themaent of Boman and Edwards, it is
clear that the migrants have a strong attachmettteio mother country; however what the
authors don't tell us is why the Somali migrants lastrong attachment to Kenya and not

to Somalia.

37 Fletcher, M., Migrant Settlement: A review of the literature aitd relevance to New Zealand,
Wellington: New Zealand Immigration Service, 1999.

38Kunz, E. F., “Exile and Resettlement: Refugee THednternational Migration Reviewl5(142), 1981.

39 Boman, B., & Edwards, M., The Indochinese Refugke: Overview, Australia and New Zealand
Journal of Psychiatry18, 1984, pp. 40-52.
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Silove argues that migrants face trauma becausepafration from family, beginning with
experiences of social upheaval, danger, deprivatm@hmultiple loss in the home country.
This according to the authors may be followed lpe&aod as an internal fugitive, before
escaping to a country of first asylum, often withother family members. Time spent in
looking for documentation may be followed by relsetient with its associated trauma.
The authors suggested that time spent in lookingsftech legal documentation may
provide a buffer between the horror of experieratdsome and the resettlement proééss.
Does what Silove describes a reason to why the B@®aple preferred to relocate from

other countries to Kenya closer to home?

According to Clinton Davis and Fassil, once migsargach their host country, they may
be reluctant to seek help because of shame anfidhef being labeled stateless. They
fear that such a label would isolate them fromrtkemmunities and affect their migrant
status or employmefit. The authors also argued that there are difficailiie measuring

psychopathology in migrants. They contended thaties of language may be less
important than conceptual issues. Interpreters wlesn inadequate and have insufficient
training, while migrants may be unwilling to reveheir feelings or experiences. If we go
by these authors description then we expect thea$amigrants to suffer from home

sickness than Kenya sickness.

1.7 Theoretical Framework

Causes and impacts of external and internal magradire diverse. This diversity is not
only reflected in empirical analyses but also iffiedent theories and models of migration.
This study used the Pull and push migration thedmyis is the oldest concept in
understanding migration which dates from 1885, whHemest Georg Ravenstein
formulated the laws of migratidi.The proponents of the theory observed that a tyavie
clarifications explained how international migratiovas initiated and which social,
cultural, economic or political consequences it baghe destination. What was common

to this approach was that migration processes wamly seen as a unidirectional or

40 silove D, Mcintosh P and Becker R. (1999), Rede&apers: Migration and Mental Health: Re-
traumatisation of Asylum Seekers. Australian Trankural Mental Health Network, University of
Melbourne Retrieved March 28, 200kttp:///.atmhn.unimelb.edu.au/research/papers
migration_health/MMHO04Silove.html. Silove.

a1 Clinton-Davis, L., and Fassil, Y., Health and SddProblems of RefugeeSocial Science Medicine,
35(4), 1992, pp.507-513.

42 Ravenstein, E.G., “The Laws of Migratialgurnal of the Royal Statistical Socigh? (June), 1889
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bidirectional movement brought about by emigrationmigration or return migration

caused by isolated factors, such as economic digabbnes.

This idea is very much reflected in push-pull medathere pull and push factors initiating
migration were present in the source as well akérreceiving regions of migrarftsPull
and push focuses on various factors other thauliffexrentials in wages and employment
conditions between countries, and on migrationscdsgenerally conceives movement as
an individual decision for income maximizati6hThe theorists consider not only the
labor market as reasons to migrate, but also dondibf other markets, such as the capital
market or unemployment insurance market. It viewgration as a complex household
strategy. The framework fits in this study becamssst of the Somali immigrants in Kenya
have no basic interest with employment meaninghmre are many other factors that pull
them to Kenya. Although the pull and push theoty Eut it does not explain how the
Somalis integrate hence the theory was complemenyetvo more theories namely,

interregional theory and globalization theory.

The pull and push theory was complemented by tleershof integration which was
propounded by Ernest Haas to explain societal iatem. The proponents argue that
every part of society is part of a the region o thorld, where it integrates with each
other. Ernest Haas theorized this experiencéha Uniting of Europ€1958). The main
theoretical contribution was the concept of spilen Later Lindberg used this concept to
study the early years of the European Economic Camniiyn (EEC), which started its
existence in 1958 These early theories are usually referred to asfumectionalist
theories. There were some efforts to apply thesefanctionalist theories to integration
in other parts of the worlf. The integration process that the Somalis have resqpeed
since the crisis in their country in 1990s maderthe learn how to not only integrate with
the rest of the world but also assisted in prongpiimegration created by the Somali

business groups in kenya.

“ Lee, E.S., “A Theory of MigrationDemography3, 1966, pp. 47-57.
a4 Lewis, W.A., The Principles of Economic Planning: A Study Pregbfor the Fabian Society.ondon:
Allen & Unwin, 1952.

% Lindberg, Leon N. and Stuart A. Scheingold, ed®egional Integration: Theory and Research
Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1971.

4 Haas, Ernst B., 'International Integration: Therdpean and the Universal Procedsternational
Organization15(4), 1967, pp. 366-392, 1967.
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Globalization theory was first propounded by Gidgleblrich Beck, David Held, Tony

McGrew, Manuel Castells and Zygmunt Bauman. Sihea it has attracted a much wider
following across the social sciences. And what eghithe various contributions to
Globalization Theory in the end were two distinetiand extremely ambitious claims
about the contemporary world and how to undersian@ihe proponents of this theory
argue that globalization manifested in the concéptansnational integration of the world
to form a single social space, and the rise of peaterns of de-territorialized social
relations enabled by new means of communicatiorchvproduce a fundamental shift in

the spatial-temporal constitution of human socigtie

And secondly, that the consequences of this shiftsa profound that they revealed in
retrospect a basic lacuna in the classical tradiifosocial theory. Globalization is seen by
the proponents of the theory to be the need fave post-classical social theory, in which
the categories of space and time are removed. ©h&als people are so widespread all
over the world”® They have utilized what the proponents of the theogue that it leads
to globalization. This theory therefore becomesyveelevant in explaining how
globalization has enabled the Somalis to removeébthendaries by moving and living all

around the world and relocating to Kenya in goothhers.

1.8 Hypotheses of the Study

This study has the following hypotheses:

1. The socio-cultural closeness with Kenyan Somaligrdouted to Somali migration
into Kenya.

2. Social closeness with Kenyan Somalis acted asuhégotor to Somali in diaspora to
Kenya.

3. Somali presence impacted positively on the socanemic life of Kenya.

47 Giddens, A.The Consequences of ModerniBambridge: Polity, 1990.

48 Featherstone, M. and Lash, S. (1995) ‘GlobaliratModernity and the Spatialization of Social Theor
An Introduction’, in M. Featherstone, S. Lash, RbRrtson. (eds.) Global Modernities,
London: Sage.
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1.9 Methodology

In order to unearth the factors that pulled the &omigrants to Nairobi, and the extent to
which they impacted on the socio-economic situatioNairobi, this study has used both
secondary and primary sources. Secondary data emged from books and scholarly

journal articles from libraries and from the intetn

The primary data used in this study was the prodtifield research. This took the form
of oral interviews among selected reliable SomadidNairobi. Unstructured and semi-
structured questionnaires were used during thevietes as it provided the interviewees
with adequate space to speak freely and at lengblutatheir lives and experiences in
Somalia, refugee host countries and in Kenya. Duehe nature of the face-to-face
interviews that were conducted, the researcherabbsto get more in-depth information,
both verbal and non-verbal through observation. felse-to-face option was used as a lot
of information can be revealed that the researbhdrnot anticipated. The researcher had
the chance to get the exact information soughherdchance to guide the participant on
certain issues. The researcher interviewed thultylta above 18 years of age, both male
and female who live in Nairobi and particularly lHastleigh. This group was chosen
specifically because this was major area that thraalis in Kenyan urban areas live. The
sample population were those who had lived in gtate or area for more than two years.
The snowball sampling method was adopted wherebyitst respondents identified the
succeeding respondents. These first respondentts,tihé help from research assistants
who had lived in Nairobi some from different Somellins and social groups helped to

build a credible representative sample.

Data was collected using semi-structured intervielvee interviews took approximately
an hour per person. The open ended questions #idedesearcher in capturing more
information that might have been omitted and anigeotrelevant information. For

example, questions dealing with legality neededentmnvincing as the Somalis view it as

a very sensitive issue which makes it hard for thewivulge information.

The researcher availed himself of a tape recordeng the interviews to enable him to
get all the information given. Although most of thespondents refused to be recorded,
one third of the respondents agreed and thus diderksearcher in saving time as well as

to listen attentively to the respondents, whichated a comfortable environment and more
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room for observation. Where tape recording was pustsible, as mentioned above, the
researcher used the note taking method. Considdmmgopulation studied was Somalis
and few Kenyan non-Somali citizens to give a déférview ofthe story. The raw data
from the in-depth interviews with the Somalis wasilgized using content analysis. This
approach was specifically chosen, as it aided éisearcher in analysing the qualitative
data. After the content analysis, the researchgrl@mad inductive analysis where the
patterns, themes and categories of analysis tima¢ ¢dmm the data. The people selected as
sample

Interviewees were only those reputed as responsibte trustworthy, after a series of
checks and information gathering about them. Eviger éhe conclusion of the survey
further investigations were made through inforn@itacts and friendly discussions on the
subject in and outside Kenya for ascertaining thkdity of the outcome of the research

findings.
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CHAPTER TWO
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF THE SOMALI PEOPLE

2.1 Introduction

The Somali people’s history is very important indarstanding the reasons to why they
are pushed out of Somalia and pulled towards Kemryaut of their own country. The
history of this people helps us contextualize tipegsent life in relation to their past and
reasons to why they are spread to many parts oithiel. History helps us to understand
the environment of the Somali people and demomstiiatir relationship with Kenya
where many of them are pulled to. The history aetli in this chapter helps us to trace the
origin of the Somali people, their social relatibips within and outside Somalia, their
economic livelihoods and their relationship withe thilifferent colonial regimes that
portioned the Somali people into different sphesésnfluence, and the unstable post-
independence period that led to conflicts, civinaad mass exodus of refugees.

All the above issues under discussion in this draptelps us to understand the
foundational factors that led most of the Somatigde to be pushed out of their homeland
and equally the factors that pulled them towardsy&a and in particular in urban centres
such as Nairobi. This history is therefore very amant in laying the foundation of the
main objective which not only addresses the pushpatl factors but also the contribution

of the Somali people to Kenya.

This people with unique history, common culturethmthe longest cost line in Africa and
sufficient natural resources compared to the lichiteopulation has always had
homogeneous and uniting factors despite the inéar-dvalries and conflicts in fighting
for resources and clan supremacy. A tradition afwimg freely in their vast plateau and
following the seasons and greener pastures for tiveistock created a natural sense of

movement and migration.

2.2 The Somali people and their land.

The land occupied by the Somali-speaking peapkdmost 400,000 square miles in the
Horn of Africa. Their territory stretches from arawl Ethiopian highlands, the Gulf of
Aden and Tana River region in Northern part of Kengccording to the Somali oral
belief this territory was under one bloc until theriod when the African continent was

split into different colonial spheres of influence.
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The colonial occupation led to dividing of same pleanto different regions. For instance,
the Somali people alone were split up into fiveasafe regions, namely the ex-French
Republic of Djibouti, Ethiopia’s Ogadenia, formealian and British colonies (present
Somali Republic) and the Northern Eastern regiokefya®®

The Somali people belong to the Hamitic ethnic gréamously known as the Cushites
most of whom occupy the Horn of Africa. The Sonai a close kin with the Afar or
Danakil, the Oromo (Galla) Saho and B&a@he Somali people have a long history of
relationship with Arabian people. Traditionally tBemali people claim that their descent
is from Arabian lineages and specifically from tanily of the Prophet Mohammed.
These claims are however dismissed by some Soratibnalists who believe that the
Somali people are purely African and that they @filgre with Arabian people in terms of
Islamic religion, and trade. The long standingdmgtof relationships between the Somalis
and Arabia is clearly seen through the presencérabic loan words in the Somali

language and other historical and cultural relatin

Although the Somali language has been highly imiteel by Arabic language, it remains a
single channel of communication and common mediumking the Somali people
together. The Somali people as a single languatemaharing land culture, religion and
claiming common ancestral descent, the Samale (bpnoper). The main clan families
include the Darod, the Hawiya, the Dir (with IssaRjority sub clan) and the Dighil and
Mirifle. The above mentioned groups are patriarcbalbased on male line and are
overwhelmingly pastoralists, with some minoritie®gps as farmers in the rivers areas
and fishermen on some coastal areas. Apart fromement out of their regions, the
Somalis also extensively move within their regi@sspart of their practice of nomadic
pastoralism which requires them to move from omgoreto the other in search of pasture
and water for their livestock. However, their movement does not alter their clan
boundaries because any interference might lea@érious clan conflicts that might push

people out.

4 Lewis I.M., A modern History of Somali- Nation and State inklwen of Africg Athens: Ohio University
press, 2002, p.1.
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This can not preclude, however, sharing temporasifiter points or grazing lands in
reciprocation or mutual consent terms.
The Somali minorities of Bantu descent practicetiation around Shebelle and Juba

Rivers and therefore comprise of a significant ecoic force among the Somafts.

Although the Somali Bantu still maintain some idntthey are being absorbed in the
wider Somali society. They are part of the largem@li cluster. The Somali Bantu groups
include the, Shidle, Shebelle, Wa- Gosha, and tiakar;l(lf}/eyng.4 Apart from the Somalis
we also have the Asian community which residesdmd&lia. They consist of the Arabs,
Indians, Pakistanis and Persians people who sattl&@bmalia during the early days of
contact between the Somalian coast and the outgidd. Somalia was also home to some
members of the European family. Somalia is knownh&we had a long history of
relationship with Europe particularly due to itsaségic position in the Horn of Africa,
Asia and Europe. The Asian communities living inntatia are mostly traders while
members of the Europeans community are mostlyesetttho practice banana farming on
large scale estates that they own in the Southoofaia®™ The absolute majority of the
above non Somali groups left Somalia in eve of ¢hdl war, and many of them are
yearning for return to the country where they spmost of their life and reclaim their
assets. It is the diversity in ethnicity, culturedahe mix different backgrounds of thought
that flourish and nourish a nation. The pastorglomsegment of the Somali people, with
its assertive endurance, risk taking, survivingharsh condition, flexible to adapt to
changing environments is the backbone of the naBut the other minor but not less
important ethnic Arabs, Europeans and Asians wedlin Somalia for generations are

also important and the future Somalia will havgeo them back in their home.

The above description indicates that Somalia is ieerse country with diverse
communities. There is a clear indication that tlhen8lis are widely linked to the rest of
the world, Kenya being part of the network, henogbpbly explaining, to some indirect

extent, the pull factors that brought the Somai&eénya. Furthermore, the diverse nature

53 Lewis,I. M. “Visible and Invisible Differences: EhSomali Paradox”, imAfrica: Journal of the

International African Institute, Vol. 74, No. 4 (2004), pp. 4895 Published by: Cambridge University
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of the Somali people and environmental conditiortdated modifications in modes of
organization. The Somali society is, therefore, aricome of complex interactions
assimilations, borrowing and modification as wedl @ntributing to other communities
that they interacted with. They had to adapt toirtlegvironment through specific
evolution of institutions of organization which eted them to survive. The following
section will focus on the mode of life and sociasgtitutions among the Somali people.
These institutions are very important in explainihg connection between the Somalis of
Somalia and the Somalis of Kenyan origin as welh@sSomali people’s connection with
the rest of the world. This connection is instrutaém not only explaining the pull factors
of the Somali into Kenya but also their contribatito socio-cultural, political and

economic livelihood of Keny4

2.3 Life in the Somali Society

As mentioned in the above section, the Somali $pecomplex and so is their economic
activities and social organization. The large Sorsatiety practices a mixed type of
economic livelihood. For instance, part of the Skhnpapulation practices sedentary
cultivation particularly those living in the feeilregions of Somalia. To these communities
agriculture is their mode of survival. The maintmators among these communities are
the Southern Rahanweyn sections of the Somali pempd the Bantu communities along
the rivers. The main reason being the southern gfaBomalia is fertile with not only
stable source of water but also receives reliabiefall. But for those communities that
inhabit the arid areas or environs of the nortmtreé and far south which includes

northern part of Kenya, nomadic pastoralism isrthein mode of occupation.

The Somali people’s economic activities as it ithvather communities around the world
are therefore largely informed by the climatic citiods where the specific clans live. The
Somali people adjusted their livelihood and sodias$titutions depending on the
environment that they lived in. As seen in the abavgument, those clans that live in
fertile areas engaged in agriculture where theylpced sorghum, beans, and cash crops.
They had a stable economy until when the war brkethat most of them abandoned

their farms to seek security elsewhere.
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On their part those who live in dry areas engagegbstoralism. They keep flocks such as
sheep, goats, herds of camels and c#tti. highly worldwide appreciated brand of
banana, the Somalita, was produced and exportetymo<£urope. It was a vital source
of employment for many and hard currency earnerttier country. Livestock exports to
the Gulf and livestock raisin and trade remain, &osv, the backbone of the economy.

Of all the above mentioned flock kept by the Sorpaltoralists, camels are valued most.
It is on camels that a man’s substance is meadardte Somali society. Similarly, the
pastoralists’ culture is best expressed on camebsirds. For instance, how big the camel
herd that a man has determines not only his reiships in the pastoral Somali society but
also determines the influence that he has, in tesmmarriage, kinship and political
circle®” Equally, it is on camels that a man’s life andifios is determined as well as that
of a woman in the Somali society. For instance tais clearly be expressed in terms of
the compensation in case any death is causedhowgh a lot of premium is placed on
camels, it does not mean that other livestock tsvalued among the Somali people. Other
livestock are equally important component for them@li societal livelihood® That is
why in case of any interference in harmony or petite pastoral communities move with
their livestock to safer regions. The movement gomes brings them to the border of

neighboring countries.

To the pastoral cluster of the Somalis fleeks are important because they provide food,
labour and as a mode of transport. Due to theiromamce, livestock cements the
relationship between different Somali clusters emnts of sharing pasture, water and

administration at various levels of the Somali slan

Ecological and environmental degradation in mogtores of Somalia led to desertification
and less and less water points and grazing ressunith consequent decimation of flocks
and dwindling employment chances that fueled mignabf former pastoralists and

farming laborers to urban areas or asylum-seekirtge neighboring countries or even, in

% Lewis I.M., Marriage and the family in Northern Somali landampala and London: East African
institute of social Research, 1962.
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some cases, smuggling or trafficking to other dist@untries. The rural areas that was the
past food life-line, employer and subsistence fdlions of Somalis is giving the way to
masses of unskilled, uneducated, jobless youth rogstfing in urban areas, venturing in
piracy, crossing borders and oceans in pursuefogee hood and easily falling for the

traps of religious extremism and criminals manipatless.

Clans are the largest effective political or orgational unit among the Somali people,
particularly the major pastoralist groups. Thesmslare led by sultans or chiefs but the
Council of Elders decision is above the chiefs’isien>® In administering the clan, the
sultan or chief is assisted by elders who are mesipte for clan affairs. Respect for elders
is well outlined in the Somali customary proceseédecision making. For instance,
before decision is reached the elders are exp¢etedgage in discussions to ascertain that
they are on the right path and in harmony withSeenali customary law. Some issues are
dealt in accordance with the Islamic Sharia with ititervention of Sheikhs agreed by the
parties of elders. The decision making is alwaysa®atic and everybody is allowed to
air his views without any kind of discriminati6hlssues such as inheritance and family
are the domain of Sharia Law while most questigessalved through arbitration, mutual
reciprocation, friendly settlement and consensusagonordance with the customs and

traditional Somali rules.

Members of the Somali clans are sometimes sepaftaedother Somali communities by
clan alliances and restrictiofislt is the clan segregation and restrictions tlemetimes

lead to conflict within the Somali community. Norhan being is ever comfortable with a
discriminatory environment hence most of them woiglel better moving out, to areas
where they feel comfortable. Any movement out ofm@b hostile areas is always
informed by clan alliances. The clan is a very img@at administrative unit among the
Somalis. The clan is the principle of governmenerehallegiances to political alliances
and clan divisions are determined. Such alliancesery important for the survival of the

Somali people in terms of security and economispeaity.

%9 Lewis I.M., A modern History of the Somahthens: Ohio University press, 2002.
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In cases of inter-clan wars, the clan unit is vemportant. Victory in such clan wars
means access to some vital resources such as avatgrasture in addition to power and
prestigeef2 Lewis contends that even in the modern administratystem, the Somalis still
retain use of clan affiliation and force particlyawhen redressing wrongs and competing

for resources in the society.

It is the effects of clan affiliations that haventabuted to frequent conflict among the
Somali community. This conflicts have to a largéeexl been a major factors that pushed
some Somalis out of their country into the bordefreeighboring countries. As they are
pushed out kinship alliances play a very importesie in determining the place of
residence to the Somalis. Another factor worth moaitig and that which plays out well
in the Somali alliances and movement is the conoépeligion. Despite the divisions,
wars, feuds, alliances and fighting, the Somaliptealaim to devote their lives to religion
as men of Go&® Because of their Islamic faith, Somalis alleg®msty followers of the
Quran and the teachings of the prophet Mohathe&qually, Islamic religion played a
key role in the expansion of the Somalis not omiy iKenya but to the entire Horn of
Africa. This can also be and indirect factor fdating the migration of some Somalis into

Kenya.

2.4 The Somali Expansion before the Colonial Rule.

In order to understand why the Somali people aslyeaulled to Kenya, one has to
review the long history of the Somali expansione History of Somali people’s expansion
dates way back before the colonial partition anclipation of the Horn of Africa. Indeed
by the 19 century, the history of the Horn of Africa was doated by the Somali
expansion. The Hamitic Somali, gradual expansion it effects to the region can be
traced back to tenth centuri®sTheir expansion involved occupation or territories
probably formerly occupied by other communitiesr Fstance, by the f0Century the
Dir group of the Somalis who are regarded as tHestlto occupy the Somali coastal strip

had already settled in the region.

521.M, Lewis, A Pastoral Democracy: A study of pastoralism antitigse among the Northern Somali of
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According to the oral history of the Somali peoyhes Dir cluster were the first to occupy
the territories associated with the Somali peophe Dir were followed by the members
of the Darod clans at around thé"@entury in the same area close to the Gulf of Aden
The area of the Somalis was generally arid anchheamd the drive for expansion in search
of greener pastures was irresistible. This also suggported by religious elements from
Arabia dedicated in spreading Islam in the areafandation of communities of different
tribes or descent that united under the name ofrelngious man and later characterized
themselves as one unitary group or clan entitys Tacilitated the spread of the Somalis
further into the Oromo country. Names, traces, nelgeand oral histories left behind by
generations to generations around the expansitmedbomalis in the north of Somalia up
to Gibouti and the present Ethiopian eastern regiae still like a living event in the
memory and proud history of many Somalis. The Oramontry is the territory which
stretches from the current day Ogaden region oiogita and the North Eastern part of

Kenya. ®°

In the 13" Century another cluster of the Somali people Haeiye, settled for sometime
on the banks of the Shebelle River where they camntentact with the Digil (Rahanwein)
cluster. Together with the Ajuran the Hawiye clasnsolidated their position in the
Shebelle region. They established a strong dyrasiyrose to dominance between th8 15
Century and the 1% Century and managed to rule Mogadishu re§fofihe Ajuran
dynasty and power over the Mogadishu region dedliite the 18 Century due to
challenges emanating from attacks by their neighibgwlans. As the attacks increased,
some of the Ajuran members migrated into Kenya Btidopia where their presence is
slightly felt. Their presence in the two countriégsgether with more massive Ogaden
migration into the North Eastern regions of Kenyd @" C, plays a very important role in
influencing the modern Somali expansion and acts @sling force to their Kinsmen who

moved into Kenyan territories presently dominatg@&bmalis.

Apart from the normal expansion through migrati@ssdescribed above, religion also
played up in the Somali expansion. The Somali peepé strong followers of different
factions of the Islamic faith. Islam spread to tlest of the world from the Arabian

Peninsula through peaceful propagation or armeatjimovements. Trade and migration

% Huntingford, G.W.B.The Galla of EthiopiaLondon 1955.
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of some Arab families strengthened further thisdteThe Somalis were equally involved
in this Holy War of Jihad. They engaged in suchsmparticularly against Abyssinian
Kingdom. The Muslim states that were highly invalve these wars were those of Adal
and that of the port of Zeila states under thedestdp of the Walashima dynasty with a
mixed population of Somalis, Oromo Moslems and Amabority occupying the ares.
This facilitated the expansion of the Somalis deep® areas previously dominated by
the Oromo, including the historical city of Hardrat then became the main Islamic
cultural center in the area. The conflict took &war character when the Ottoman Turks
begun arming the Emir and General Ahmed Gurey(1ERE) of the Adal Sultanate
which facilitated for him to capture two-thirds Abissinia. Portugal promptly reacted by
sending arms and men including 400 musketeers lmuBey 1541 led by Cristofer Da
Gama, son of the famous explorer Vasco Da Gama.eXpedition was defeated and Da
Gama killed in the battle-field on thé4f April 1942. Other expeditions followed and
Ahmed Gurey, too, was killed in the battle-fieldahst February 1943. The death of their
charismatic military leader arrested the drivetfae conquest of Abyssinia and the Somali
militias who were the backbone of the campaign atisled and returned to their pastoral

traditions. This was also the end of the expansoditise Somalis into Ethiopia.

The expansion of the Somali people was then furthtsrrupted by the coming of
European colonial powers, following the laté"i@ntury Berlin Conference for scramble
for Africa. In fact after that Conference, the Sdinpeople were drawn into the theater of
colonial competition of their territories. The coetipion was between the British, France
and Italians. Since Somalia was a large countria wéry combative and hostile people
against every sort of foreign domination, the cotimge Europeans always appeased
Ethiopia in order to secure its collaboration aghthe Somalis and, in exchange, massive
arms were given to Ethiopia which enabled it toquast big chunks of Somali land and

new territories, including Ogadenia and the impdrtaties of Harar, Diredaua and Jigjiga.

By 1897 the partition of Somaliland was completel arew frontiers of the Somali
territories had been defined. This meant that thea&i people by then had been divided
into four territories with four different coloniglowers. For instance the British occupied

the British Somaliland region which was very impmittfor meat supply to her garrison in

8 Shihab ad-Din and R.Basset Jdeutuh al-habash Paris, 1897-1909.67 Stenhouse, Paul Ledtbe,
conquest of Abyssiniaa Vergne TN USA 2011, The Lightning Source Inc.
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Aden operating at the coast. The garrison had b&#ioned at the coast to safeguard the
route to India. The British main rivals in Somaliere France and ltaly. Italy had
established her colony of Eritrea from where thegamded to other territories occupied
by the Somali people. France, Britain and Italyawfly possessed Somalia, splitting the
Somalis into various spheres of influence. The yé#aat followed were now characterized
by wars against foreign occupation. But even tluody battles against Britain and Italy
by Sayid Mohamed Abdulle Hassan in the North of Slarbetween 1889 and 1920 or the
armed struggle of Majertein sultanates againstttiens in 1924-1928 (in the North-East
of Italian Somaliland) or the Bimal and Hawiye stance to the Italians in the Benadir
area, could not stop the drive of the Somalis W aeeas despite the restrictive measures

of the new colonial administrations.

The new colonial powers tried to introduce controtstificial borders, taxation,

registration of people and other kinds of limitaso These were all rejected or avoided by
the Somalis, a proud pastoralist people, with sfrand deep centuries old tradition of
roaming freely in the open vast plateau of Somafianany times and in addition to the
traditional continuous pursue of greener pastupesple were pushed to migration in
order to flee from hostile environment or alientrietions. The westward push or what
became known as “Darod Invasion” took place begignivith 19" C, with forceful

expansion to the Gedo region, Afmadu and KismajluinaJubaland area, pushing the

Oromo Wardey and Boran clans back to the preseasan Kenya.

Although the sphere of influence had been declareer territories that the Somalis
claimed, the Somalis did not stop their migratialed. They kept on spreading. For
instance, by 1909, the Darod had pressed as fah @suthe Tana River delta displacing
the communities that were previously living in tlegion. In 1912 the British established
administrative and military posts in northern paftmodern Kenya while the Darod,
Degodia, Garreh Murile and Ajuran already had d@Holal on big areas from Mandera, to

Wajir, Garissa and on the move to occupy and domiiana regions.
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Their occupation of these regions forced the War@alla to move across the Tana
River®® The Galla Wardey people were not happy with theed relocation. They soon
started fighting to repossess the land they hadnhasnly to the Darod clan. By 1919 the
fighting had intensified forcing the British to @wene in their effort to stop the conflict.
The intervention led to a peace agreement famadusbyvn as the Somali-Oromo Peace,
which reduced the hostilities between the two comities’® By that time, however,
different Somali tribes were already close to degpeas in Kenya including Marasabit,
Moyale and Isiolo, in addition to consolidating itheresence in areas such as Wajir and

Garissa.

The colonial British administration tried by all ares to restrict any further Somali
migration into new areas west of Tana River, byedlipy some tribes back to Somali Juba
area and by appointing closed and separate adnatnist for Northern Frontier District
(NFD). The administration’s main concern was polégonomic gains and preventing any
demographic push of Kenyan tribes by the Somaliratiign to white settlement areas. In
addition to the bitter memories with the Somalii-@atonial history, the Somalis were
also suspected to be involved in illicit trade wadry, fire arms and poaching. The Somalis
were occupying vast land with ever increasing patioih and migration until, with 15
July 1924 treaty signed in London between ltaly &@rdain, almost half of the area
inhabited by the Somalis in the Kenyan colony, drekhown as Jubaland, was ceded to
Italy. Many of the Somalis of this area still speldiswahili, some families are split
between Kenya and Somalia which facilitate easiall-rpigration to Kenya. The
migration into Kenya of the ethnic Bajuni Somatissven much easier, as the members of
this community inhabit in Kismayo and several Bajishands on the coast of Somalia
closely linked with Lamu and other coastal Kenyeeaa. The members of this community
share language and tradition with the Kenyans efdbast and their migration between

Kenya and Somalia have always open and continuespiteé the restrictions of the
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colonial authorities, and the pull of Bajuni Soreahto Kenyan coastal areas is not even

noted.

All the Bajunis speak fluent Kiswahili and diffeteating the Somali ones from the
Kenyan Bajunis of Mombasa-Malindi-Lamu is very diéfit and most of them hold both

Somali and Kenyan identity documents.

The Somalis have a long history of not only clagnsentations but also colonial division
of the same people. The current Somali nation derefore be argued to be an
amalgamation of the British Somaliland and theidtalSomali land. Since the two
colonies were inhabited by Somalis, they were nibtgecreate one nation state although
good part of Somalis still inhabit Djibouti, Kenygamd the Ogaden region of Ethiopia as
part of these countri€s.

Despite the divisions by different factors, the Stinare also united by common faith,
culture, ethnicity and tradition. The Somalis atsoaunited by one common language
namely the Somali. Other languages spoken by tmeaf® include Arabic, English and
Italian but Somali language dominates other langsagnother event that is remembered
for uniting the Somali is the period when Italy wiefeated and Britain was administering

all Somali territories, except Djibouti, during WaiVar Two!?

The Somali unification that might have changedHis¢ory of the Somali people was,
however, short lived. The unification was soon regd when in 1949 that the United
Nations tried to intervene in order to save the 8lopeople from further fragmentation.
The United Nations General Assembly, however, bydReion 289, placed Italian
Somaliland under the international trusteeship Wity as the administering Authorify.
In 1950 Italy began to administer Somali land forinaot as a colonial power but as the

United Nations Trustee territory of Italian Somdbaa period of ten yeats while the
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ante World War Two previous status-quo was resttoethe remaining parts of Somali

territories.

Under the United Nations guidance, Italy organitee general elections in 1959 which
were successfully held. The Somali Youth Leaguel(S¥hder the leadership of Seyyid
Abdullahi Issa emerged victorious. Seyyid Abdulidsa became the first African Prime
Minister of Somalia. In July 1960, the Italian Saitdnd was joined together with the
British Somaliland as an independent republic addrAAbdullah Osman became the first
president with Seyyid Abdullah Issa maintaining Ipievious position as the prime
Minister of Somalia. Seyyid Issa was later replaaedprime Minister by Dr. Abdirashid

Ali Shermarke’®

The first government of Somalia faced severe obetdan administrating the country soon
after independence. One of the issues that thredittre stability of Somalia was power
struggle. Immediately after independence Somalgabe¢o witness intense power struggle
between different factions of the political elffeUnlike in other African countries which

also witnesses civil unrest immediately after irefegence, the political struggle in
Somalia took an added dimension as a result ofcahdhationalism and irredentist

ideologies pursued by the post-colonial governmeStseermarke’s government began
making territorial demands on North Eastern terie® under Kenya and the Ogaden
region under Ethiopi&. Realizing that such a move of uniting the teriésroccupied by

Somalis would threaten their grip on the Horn ofiéd, Britain and the western countries

opposed the irredentist idea pursued by Somalia.

As the Western European countries were still timgkof how to deal with the Somali
irredentist ideology, the cold war environment ctiogied the situation. The Republic of
Somalia used the cold war politics to acquire hsigpeks of arms from the Soviet Union.
With weapons readily available, the Republic of @banalso increase the numerical

strength of its military to 60,000 soldiers, 2008y personnel, 2500 Air Force officers,
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8000 police officers, 1500 border Guards and 20,080ple’s militia’®> With such a
military strength, Somalia decided to execute legionalist ideas. It soon armed Somalis
to wage guerilla warfare against Ethiopia which tednilitary confrontation and tensions
between the two countries. Kenya also viewed S@maith suspicion. For instance, in
1964, fighting broke out between Somalia and Etlhi@ver the Ogaden region, similarly

there was tension between Somalia and her neigabisanya and Djibout/’

As tension between Somalia and her neighboursroeedi on 15 October 1969, president
Shermake was assassinated, followed within one vieknilitary coup d’etat which
toppled the weak democratic system and broughtotwep Major General Mohammed
Siyad Barré® The coup d’etat ushered in a reign of dictatqgrshi Somalia. Soon after
taking over power General Barre suspended the itain®t, dissolved the National
Assembly and established an all military councibwn as the Supreme Revolutionary
Council (SRC). In the following year, (1970) SiadrB declared Somalia as a socialist
state®® Some initial tangible economic and social achiesets were realized by the
regime, including the writing of the Somali langeaas the official national administration
medium, intensive support and free education aradttheare. The years that followed,
however, saw high levels of suppression of any e/a opposition in Somalia. For
instance, in 1976, Barre dissolved the Supreme lRgopary Council and replaced it with
the Somali Revolutionary Socialist Party (SRSP)tbgn the only political party in

Somalia.

General Barre also went ahead and adopted a Sbraetd of a socialist system of
administration based on repression and absolutatdiship®? He also went further to
modify the system to what came to be known as than Qulture of nepotism and
favoritism. The regime was accused of favoring cklatives and political loyalists to the
Barre regime that were appointed into national éestiip positions. They held prominent

authority, power, civil service positions, contedll the armed forces, academic and
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government institution$ Barre went on to manipulate the clan system asategy to
maintain power. He also resorted to divide and syltem where he split those who were
challenging him. When Barre realized that he cowtsustain the divide and rule policy,
he started engaging in mass suppression of tres eliho belonged to the opposing clans
in 1980%*

The main victims of mass suppression were the mesrdfehe clans opposing the regime.
Thousands of these clans could not sustain theittmmsland began fleeing the country in
large numbers to the neighboring countries. Resgntihe repression accentuated for
rebelling and staging an attempted coup that faitedApril 1978. This marked the
beginning of the repression and the beginning efalmed opposition against the regime
by the Majertein military officials who staged tfealed coup as they fled to Ethiopia
under the leadership of Abdullahi Yusuf, one of gust-civil war Somali Presidents. In
1979 - 1984 the members of several major clansStimeali Salvation Democratic Front
(SSDF), as the militia of the Majertain in the NoEast of Somalia; the Somali National
Movement (SNM) of the Issak in the North b Wesg thnited Somali Congress(USC) of
the Hawiye in the Central Regions and the Capuityl area; and the Somali Patriotic
Movement(SPM) of the Ogaden in the Lower Juba wentio form resistance movements
with the aim of removing General Siyyad Barre dmtship from power and safeguarding

the narrow interests of the concerned clans asdhee tim&>

The violence and atrocities of the administratioerevclear indication that the socialist
republic of Somalia was headed to a major intecaalflict that would see more people
pushed out of the country to the neighboring caestrA large number of the Somalis
were pulled toward Kenya. It did not take long wheri991 conflict and violence led to
the explosion of Somalia. The fire was fuelled lmthbclan-based rivalries and political
and economic concerns. The clan repressions addpte@eneral Siyad Barre proved
disastrous as it led to disagreements and violatmipolitical and human rights. The

northwest part of Somalia which is home for theatp&lan started rebelling and begun

8 Robin, Theobold “Patrimonialismiyorld politics No. 34, 1982.

8 Jeffrey Clark, “Debacle in Somalia: failure of thellective Response”, in a Lori F. Damrosch (ed),
Enforcing Restraint; Collective intervention inémnhal conflictsNew York: Council on foreign Relations
Press, 1993, pp.209-211.

8 Said, SamataSomalia: A Nation in TurmgiLondon: Minority Rights Group report, August 1991
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armed struggle (SNM¥ In responding to the rebellion, the governmentésrunleashed a
bloody repression against northern civilian popatausing aircrafts and heavy weapons.
The response by the Barre government institutiaadlia cycle of violence in Somalia

hence exacerbating the push factors of the Soraafilp out of their home countfy.

The rebellion was not only restricted to the namhgart of Somalia but spread to the rest
parts of the country. Some southern opposition gs@merged under the Somali Patriotic
Movement (SPM) and the United Somali Congress (U®djght against the repressive
regime of Siyad Barre. The USC and SNM and SPMefihands to wage a strong war
that by 1990 had weakened General Barre’s governrBgnmid 1990’s the government
had been reduced to only controlling some areadaifadishu. The situation got worse
when the Barre government turned against membettseoHawiye clan who were living

in the city.

Barre suspected that members of the Hawiye clare veeipporting the disgruntled
opposition to execute their plan of removing himonfr power. After the attack on them,
the Hawiye joined hands with the opposition againstBarre regime. By December 1991
the Barre regime disintegrated forcing the dictaéoremporarily settle in his native Gedo
Region and then crossing into Kenya on his wayxite én Nigeria where he later di&d.
Although Siyad Barre went to exile, remnants of timops remained behind fighting
against the militia of Gen Aideed who tried to extenis power to Jubaland area bordering

with Kenya without succeds.

The actions of clan militias inflicted a profoundyghological blow to the people of
Somalia. Similarly their actions led to intra-claatred and violence that exacerbated the
conflict. After removing Siyad Barre from power, OSplintered into two major factions
with two figures namely General Mohamed Farah Aided Ali Mahdi turning to be

bitter adversaries. The power struggle betweerntioeformer allies led to loss of many

8 Mohammed m. Sahnoun, “prevention in conflict rafoh”, in Philip Tetlock et,al (edsBehaviour,
Society and Nuclear Wavol-1 New York: Oxford University press, 1988p.[209-333.

8 Mohamed Osman, Omafhe Road to Zero: Somalia’'s Self- Destructiblondon: Haan Associates,
1992.

8 |ewis, LoanMaking History in Somalia: Humanitarian interventiin stateless societgiscussion paper
No.6, London; Centre for the study of Global Gowsrre, 1993.

8 Rebert G. Puman, “The UN operation in Somalia anmsh Thakur and Caryle Thayer, (et
Peacekeeping in the 198dulder CO:Westview, press, 1995.
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lives. Since then Somalia degenerated into a sewsigileconflict that would see many
Somali migrate to other countries either as refageeonomic asylum seekers or business
people or other reasons. Since 1992, the civil seanbined with severity of drought and
climatic conditions produced the greatest humaiategrisis in the history of Somalia.

The immense military arsenal left behind by theadep regime fell in the hands of the
clan militias and warlords of the capital city atmis was enough for killing, wounding,
miming, devastating defenseless civilians and weammunities, displacing and forcing

people to seek security or refugee hood outsideaBam

2.5 Conclusion

This chapter gives account of events that tookeplacSomalia and leading to conflicts,
civil war and exodus of many Somalis outside theimeland. The extensive Somali land,
the culture and the ways of life, the traditionadial organization of the society, termed by
some scholars as “pastoral democracy”, the Europezlonization and the post-
independence national governments have all beemressiet. Historical factors and events,
as discussed above, will shape the future of thealie for many years to come. Hardened
by the local harsh environment and continuous gteud¢p adapt to it, they create new
patterns of survival and coping mechanisms. Migrathas always been part of this
strategy. While a farmer is attached to a plotlasfd, a Somali pastoralist (as the
background of most Somalis is) is prone to contirsumovement in tracking the flock in
the pursue of greener pastures. Cultural easimessifration, civil war and the presence
of a good number of Kenyan Somalis are among thie faators that pulled Somalis to
Kenya. The importance of their social connectionsl éhe potential socio-economic

contributions to Kenya will be analyzed later irsthtudy.
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CHAPTER THREE

CIVIL WAR IN SOMALIA AND ITS IMPACT

3.1 Introduction

This chapter examines the driving factors that pdsimost of the Somali migrants out of
their country. It is argued that there are manytdia; among them is identity as

manipulated by ideology in the trappings of religias well as the perceptions of neglect,
dictatorship and scramble for the scarce resowwsine to drive the Somali to conflict.

This conclusion is based on an extensive revielitexiiture on conflict in Somalia. Due

to the small sample size, the argument presentedotde generalized to all the Somali
migrants living in Kenya. The findings, howeverfesfvaluable insight into the reasoning

of an important subset of most of the Somali peogte crossed into Kenya. Given the
porous border between Somalia and Kenya, the lprgeence of Somali refugees in
Kenya patrticularly in Eastleigh facing dire conalits almost identical to those in Somalia
with the exception of war, and the growth of Eagtieas an economic hub, the voices of

the interviewed Somalis are relevant to this debate

The chapter will look at two driving factors for ghing the most of the Somali immigrant
people out of their homes, examining both the aialr during and after the Siyad Barre
regime that led to push and the emergency of Islaiadicalism. Push factors are the
negative social, cultural, and political featurdsone’s societal environment that aid in
“pushing” vulnerable individuals onto the path a@fitheir country. Push factors are what
are commonly known as underlying root causes sagogerty, unemployment, illiteracy,

discrimination, and political and economical masdiration caused by the war or conflict
environment. A Somali dictum says that one’s couigrnot where he/she is born but
where he/she can decently live. Furthermore, with lbngest coastline in Africa, many
Somalis traveled over the centuries to many pairtth® world in trade links and this

created a culture open to outward migration.

3.2 The Somali Civil War
For a better understanding of the factors that @dshe Somalis out of their country, their
history has to be analyzed. Somalis constitutedntibst extensive and united nation in

Africa before the arrival of European colonialistBhe Somalis speaking the same
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language and adherents of the same Sunna Muslilm faey should have been the least
expected to disintegrate into internecine conflidie Somalis are divided only by clan
affiliation. They have a strong relationship betweheir extended families that stretch
back over generations. The Somalis history was theiya changed when they were
deprived of their natural ethnic homogeneity by HBugopean powers that colonized them.
Their nation became a victim of the scramble anditpan by colonial powers at the
Berlin Conference of 1884885,

With these divisions imposed on the Somalis frompad), the dismemberment of Greater
Somalia changed to serve the ambitions of futuaddes by providing a readymade reason
to war against neighbors. Differences among claosldavin turn serve as reason to war
against each other. All these wars played a siamfi role of pushing the Somalis out of
their country’® The colonialist split the ethnic Somalis into fiparts. The border with
Ethiopia lopped off much of the Ogaden and Hauddggo the west, tiny Djibouti was
excluded from the northwest Somaliland and givefrrence and the border with Kenya

divided Somali zone NFD from southern Somalia.

The colonial partitions of the Somali people weo¢ celebrated instead it gave rise to a
feeling of re-uniting the Somali people. The adpiras of one day unifying Greater
Somalia, contrary to the foreign imposed boundavies evident in the national flag
unfurled at independence in 1960. The flag had ihde stars, set on a blue background.
Each star represented the Somalis living in otlmintries namely; Kenya, Djiboulti,

Ethiopia, British Somaliland and Italian Somaliseif.

The dream of Greater Somalia was mainly resurrebiedohamed Siyad Barre, the
dictator who came to power in a military coup ir629Siyad Barre applied ruthless and
harsh policies that made thousands of the Somalisint for safety in the neighboring
countries as refugees. Barre maintained his sthahg by tight control of the army and
security services and though attacking tribalisrpublic he kept on quietly playing clans

off one another. This caused hostility between memnbf different clans.

% 30hn Drysdale\Wwhatever Happened to Somalid®ndon: Haan Associates, 1994, p. 70.

% 10an M. Lewis, preface to Somalia Delegati8pared from the Spear: Traditional Somali Behaviiour
Warfare,Nairobi: International Committee of the Red Crds397, p. 1.
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In public, Syad Barre denounced tribalism sayirag thibalism and nationalism cannot go
hand in hand and that it was unfortunate that & nation was rather too clannish
than nationalist. He was quoted saying that; ‘lifSaimalis are to go to Hell, tribalism will
be their vehicle to reach ther&But no matter the whims of Barre blood kinship eveyo
embedded in the Somali psyche to be exorcised. aliiging faith in clan allegiance,
coupled with the modern weapons amassed by Barnegdihe Cold War led to a disaster

that pushed many Somalis out of their country.

The situation in Somalia was worsened by the EasstWhvolvement in Somalia politics.
The involvement of the two blocs of power worsetieel security situation in Somalia
forcing many people to relocate to neighboring ¢oes. First, the West was interested in
Somalia for its strategic location in relation talian Ocean, the Middle East and the Suez
Canal®® At the same time, the local elite began the dtoweards irredentism which had
serious military implications as Somalia waged \against Ethiopia. Regional strategy
and irredentism combined to make military prepaesdna Somali priority especially
following the Kenya and Ethiopia defense pact oc83.9Somalia went all out for military
aid and managed to attract limited alternatingtanyi assistance from Britain, Italy, USA
and the Western countries discouraged the ideapgfigng Somalia arms beyond modest
defensive or internal security needs they sougétassistance from the USSR in ever
increasing levels as from 1964. After the militgggvernment take-over, Barre increased
expenditure on the military to unprecedented lev@smalia National Army grew both in
numbers and in armament from a force of 10,0009631to 60,000 in 1977. The army
further expanded to 96,000 in 1980, 115,000 andterdly 123,000 by 1984-%

Another factor that pushed the Somalis out of theimntry was the Cold War politics. In
1974 Somalia was the first sub-Saharan African ttgun sign a friendship treaty with the
Soviet Union. The end result of the Somali-Sovigationship was the deployment of
6,000 Soviet soldiers and civilians who assistedilitarizing Somalia. They controlled
the ministry of defense, the secret police andrmportant military facility at Berbera.

They turned the ragtag Somali army into a solittfitgg force, armed with heavy artillery

92 Rick Atkinson, “The Raid That Went Awry: How anitél U.S. Force Failed in Somalia,” Part One of
series “Fire fight in Mogadishu: The Last Missioh Task Force Ranger,The Washington Pos80
January 1994, pp. 1-27.

zj Rick Atkinson, “The Raid That Went Awry: How anitélU.S. Force Failed in Somalia,”

Ibid.
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and assault rifles. They supplied the air forcenwtiG fighters and built one of the

strongest infantry in Afric&

With the Soviet Union the Somali side, the USAadlliitself to Ethiopia in 1970s. The
massive Soviet weaponry infused into Somalia heigdd tension and military might
imbalance that induced the Somali army to marct the Ogaden region of Ethiopia in
1977. Ethiopian armies were overwhelmed and witlo months 90 percent of the
Ogadenia was in Somali hands. Siyad Barre felt thatdream of Greater Somalia was
partly realized® While thinking that he was going to realize higamn of uniting the
Greater Somalia, lest did he know that the Soviatsalready begun to support the young
Ethiopian revolutionaries who had deposed EmperaileHSalassie. Their efforts to
persuade Barre to form a Marxist alliance with &g failed, and the Somali leader
forced the Soviets to make a choice. Siyad Barre avenan of his own, loyal only to his
own designs which were not compatible with the 8bwanes, and, in consequence, the
Soviets switched allegiances, prompting a remaek@lld War in the Horn of Africa. The
cold war between Somalia and Ethiopia and thepeetive supporters acted as a catalyst
that will see the two countries engage in a seriwas namely the Ogaden War. The
Soviets who were instrumental to the making of &iarre military power soon shifted
from Mogadishu to Addis Abeba, and within monthsOD® Cuban troops, columns of
Soviet tanks, and hardware worth more than $lobilvere deployed to protect Ethiopia’s
borders from eventual Somali aggressibithe Soviet realignment belatedly caused an
American turnaround, as Barre played the Cold Wand do find a new source for

weapons?

Barre soon invaded Ethiopia but the mission latendd disastrous as he did not have
enough weaponry supply to contain the Soviet aleldasocialist countries that supported
Ethiopia. He sought Western and Arab countrieshfdp to turn back what he called the

% Jane Perlez, “Somalia Fighting Keeps Aid from &eing City,” The New York Time41 December
1991.

% Oral interview, Noor Ali Sudi, Eastleigh, Nairol6i3/02/2013.

97 Scot Petersorifle against My Brother at War in Somalia, Sudan &wianda New York, Routledge,
2000.
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Somali of the Horn of Africggublished for the International African Institutegndon: Oxford University
Press, 1961, pp. 15-16..
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Soviet-Cuban imperialism in Africa’s Horn. Presildimmy Carter promised military aid

but Congress insisted that Somalia first withdresatrioops from the Ogaden.

Backed by overwhelming Soviet and Cuban firepovizthiopia began to recapture the
Ogaden. The war in Ogaden was very vicious as thefan troops and Somali ones
were blamed for committing atrocities against huityafi This led to massive

displacement and refugees to neighboring counikedenya.

The humiliation of the Somali forces in the OgadeWar frustrated the Somali
government and people. National pride was dealewers blow, a bad result for any
Somali warrior, for whom victory alone assures poesd credibility. Barre responded by
purging the top ranks of the military. But defeadsnso total that Barre feared popular
uprising that could topple his government. Ethiopimits would not cross into Somalia as
the real military power in Ethiopia was in the haraf the Soviets and their allies. The
tacit agreement between the Americans and the Sawvgs to reverse the Somali invasion
of Ogadenia and to keep intact the border status letween the two countries.
Nevertheless an atmosphere of hostility and tensias reigning and resumption of war
and hostilities was looming in the air. The fearsemed the refugee crises as thousands
fled Somalia. Arms were anxiously distributed byiBpia to clan militias and refugees
opposing Siyad Barre in addition to the militarymmeho deserted to their respective clan
militias.®® Those weapons in angry public hands would haunSiimali people’s history

until the state collapsed.

To ensure his survival, Barre hardened represse@sares and sought financial help from
the US which gave both limited economic and miitaid to the country. One quarter of
the money was spent on the exchange for the USkanyilaccess to ports and airports in
Somalia. Somalia’s former colonial master, Italgntibuted about $1 billion from 1981
to 1990, part of which went for weapons, budgetpsup and some development
projects'®* Somalia got limited supply of mortars, 106mm datik cannons, and

howitzers, along with the aging Soviet hardware befck by retreating Iraqgi forces in

% Ruth Sinai, “Somalia Arms,” Associated Press, éber 1993.
100 Robert Gersony, “Why Somalis Flee,” August 1988, quoted in Africa WatchSomalia: A
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Kuwait during the first Irak war or bought from EdSuropean countries. The weapons
would later serve to lubricate the nation’s destoc during the civil war that saw
thousands pushed out as refugees. Since the imeyrgd Sayid Mohamed Abdulla
Hassan, there had hardly been a time when Somaia wot at war with itself or its
neighbors. But with internal opposition growing, oeomic hardship and popular

discontent armed insurgency was inevitable.

Soon the military became an instrument of overtresgion, authoritarianism and
corruption. This went alongside proliferation ofrer in the wider Somalia society and
militarization of civilians®® But the sustainability of the military budget deged more
on external support than on internal resourcess &kiernal support came as debt and with
the changing bases of foreign support the regiraeglly fell in deep troubl¥® Barre
used the military to repress society, promote cmipulations, and to destroy channels
of debate and dissent, untill some of his creditquickly slapped conditions for further
aid.

Between 1985 and 1991 when Barre was deposed,tgtateny along clan lines became
rampant. Widely perceived as ruling through clamewsering politics, Barre used untold
repression on perceived rebel clans. This coneibub the relocation of many Somali
who run away to safety areas. In reaction the Uspesuded military aid in 1988 and
economic aid in 1989. The stoppages were abfifithe stoppage happened in a highly

militarized context, a context in which Somalia veasceptible to easy collapse.

The collapse of Barre’s rule was accelerated bg,led to an increase in free proliferation
of guns in unauthorized hands. This collapse ateniwed against a background of intense
suspicions within Somalia among rival clans andugeo The coalition that opposed and
ultimately deposed Barre was unstable, ill conatiamd steeped in a survivalist and
individualistic charactet®® It was mainly focused on ending Barre’s persoealimile. As
such, it was built and united solely by the needfight against the tyranny and

authoritarianism of Barre’s rule. Once Barre wasted, the coalition entered a new phase

192 bavid N. Gibbs, “Realpolitik and Humanitarian Intention: The Case of Somalia,” International
Politics, 37 (March 2000), pp. 41-55.
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of intense suspicions, factionalism and confliett tbxacerbated the flow of refugees out of
Somalia. The central government in Somalia colldpse factional conflict and intense
warfare escalated. The collapse of the Barre regmi®91 led to immense militarization
of Somalian society, drought and famine, povertg amsery to untold suffering levels.
The impact of war on innocent Somalis, especiallg twvomen and children, was

horrendoug?®®

Another factor that, up to a certain extent, ctmired to the worsening of the economic
and social conditions of many citizens and pushedumber of Somalis out of their
country was the implementation of structural adpesit programs. Julius lhonvbere
argues that structural adjustment programs hastdetharginalization of the African
continent and the subsequent conflicts that hawplatted millions of the African
population. He argues that the IMF led policiesadticed in Africa such as privatization;
deregulation and currency devaluation were thrast goverty stricken and debt ridden
environment that could not address the urgent neédise African continent. And that
also the regime types characteristic of most Afristates were illegitimate and desperate,
having a ruling elite that was closely connectedxeernal foreign interests but lacking

internal solidity, efficiency, productivity, accotability and discipliné®’

The imposition of World Bank-IMF structural adjustm programs in early 1980s led to
exacerbated poverty, eroded the purchasing powarlafge portion of local people and
generally caused untold desperation and misery gnaaimerable groups. For many, this
has entailed a direct invitation to deepening damiais and violence that contributed to
refugees, displacement and migration. Such comdifidike devaluation, the floating
exchange rate, and an end to trade and prize atests, were added to high levels of
inflation that had hit the 400 per cent mark betv&878 and 1982. By 1985, Somalia was
weak, poverty stricken, highly militarized and iengral chaos that led to many people
fleeing the country®® The trade restrictions, devaluation and de-regraimposed in
1985 all exacerbated an already bad situation. ifgiance, the Siyad Barre regime in

Somalia faced with such crisis of governance andblento maintain law and order,
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resorted to despotism, authoritarianism, and repyasagainst any internal view of
challenge. Internal problems of bad governancetuption, politicization of ethnicity,

poverty and economic mismanagement were centriiledSomalia predicament. But of
immediate relevance to understanding the relatipnsbtween conflicts in Somalia and
the push factors of the Somali people to Kenya,ntlilgarization of the Somali society

was itself also a product of the political expeciemf Somalia during the Cold WHP.

By emphasizing the military factor and its connextio the push factors that forced the
Somalis out of their country does not minimize intdly generated problems. All these
factors should be seen as reinforcing each othgadSBarre took over power in a
bloodless military coup in October 1969, barelyezxatle after Somalia gained political
independence from Britain and Italy. He remaineg@amer until January 26th 1991 when
he was also deposed by a coalition of groups oppdsehis dictatorial rule. Upon
assuming power, Barre suspended the constitutismisked parliament and instituted a
Supreme Revolutionary Council (SRC) under his lestdp. In 1970 Barre declared
socialism as the ideology of the military regimiee tstate and society were completely
militarized. The dominant legacy of Barres rulgyesally in the last half of his rule, was
that of authoritarian, dictatorship, corruption d@hd active promotion of regional and clan
factionalism™*° History will book for him also some initial sociathievements, including
boosting the rights of minority clans and womertraduction of written Somali language
and consequent reduction of analphabetism and sifgpdree education and health care.
Barre’s methods of administration had altered ttaglitional laws and limits of war.
Soldiers were not properly paid which often lednth® desert, loot and not conform to

military discipline which angered the local popidat™*

Forced conscription of men over
the ages of 18 during the war with Ethiopia madeafio unhappy army of soldiers who
deserted often with their military experience aneBpons intact, ready for uprising. The

conscription acted as push factor to those Somwlis never wanted to be part of the
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military. Every Somali even the young learned howse an assault rifle. The result of
Barre’s militarism was part and parcel of Somalimadern refugee experience.

As the guerrilla groups began infiltrating the ¢apimore weapons became available on
the black market. The anarchy reached a peak infithiedays of 1991. The several
thousand-strong “Red Beret” presidential guards ildary could no longer withstand
the armed oppositition. Despite the fact that thre all well trained and loyal, they
abandoned him, and left in convoys flanked by tamksl armoured vehicles. The
president, who had vowed many times that he waesdst to the last drop, stayed on with
meager defense to do the jdb.As Mogadishu fell, the amphibious unit of US Mamsn
from the USS Guam, diverted from final preparatitorsOperation Desert Storm in Saudi
Arabia and the Persian Gulf, evacuated 272 Amerigaassy staff from Mogadishu in
early January™® By 26 January 1991, the rebels had fought theiy twaBarre’s hilltop
residence at Villa Somalia, forcing him to flee aaruptly in a convoy of armored cars,
leaving behind massive military arsenal enoughutl the civil war for many years to
come to lead millions of Somalis either to displtaeat, refugee hood, starvation or

migration.

With the collapse of law and order, Somalia becantéack market where weapons were
sold. Mogadishu’s arms markets had grown uncheskszk the eve of the government’s
collapse, when merchants quietly took clients asidaspect their clandestine weapons
stocks. Now the market teemed with criminals arlteggpointed defenders and excited
boys, the whole was that of chaos. A writer desttithe situation as worst and that man
with wheelbarrows loaded with ammunition where se#most on every street of
Mogadishu*** Mogadishu was full of gun merchants with stallacked with artillery
rounds and mortars of all sizes and oily boxescoéw in detonators, heaps of rocket-
propelled grenades and launchers.

Somalia was in enough trouble that warranted moweimiepeople out of the country. The
capital Mogadishu was divided between the strongesis, the Habr Gedir and the Abgal,
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which had fought together to oust Siyad Barre. tBah they squabbled over the control of
resources. Mogadishu was split between north amthsby an unruly no-man’s-land
called the Green Line. It was there that the spagkinerchandise of the gun market was
used, and it was at the gun market that the gurcoegregated to discuss the afflictions of
Somalia. There was no law, no government and narisg¢'® This situation was
unbearable to many therefore the best alternatigs W relocate to other countries.
Mogadishu was characterized by rounds falling atmex®rywhere any moment in the
city, adding to the daily casualty rate of thoseimeal by stray bullet5'® The rain of
bullets never seemed to stop and therefore the waly of survival for many was to
relocate as refugees to other countries with Keegeiving the largest population of the
same.

Somalia was already in the grip of militiamen wgflns. The country disintegrated further
into the bloodiest clan war in Somalia’s historyeTrival warlords’ quest for power and
the destruction would lead to famine that furthesheed many Somalis out to Kenya.
Gangs of bandits looted, killed and raped, exacgirfgerce toll. By late 1993 there were
nearly 40 distinct bandit groups in the capitaln@loThe militiamen were recruited with
promises of loot. They caused great damage to ¢cbroeny of Somalia. Factories were
dismantled and sold complete to other countriesheymilitia group leaderS.” The dark
culture of the Siyad Barre’s dictatorial regimeeicted into the minds of every single
Somali the appetite for power, either for the indial or for the clan. Power in Somalia is
synonymous with wealth, freedom and personal aad sécurity. This was a very selfish
approach because nobody cared about the tther.

The epitome of love for power and its use was Ga#ndohamed Farah Aidid. He was a
strong man with a military sense of purpose, deeisind unforgiving. For many he was a
real personification of Siyad Barre himself. Heaaghed wrath to the people who stood
on his way of seeking power. His gunmen had kifdehty. Farah Aidid was a ruthless
warrior and man of arms. Aidid had the best claompower after Siyad Barre was

toppled. His clansmen inherited a sizable portibthe deposed regime’s arms stockpile
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that had served the third-largest army in AfriceeaSouth Africa and Egypt. He declared
himself the undisputed leader of the Hawiya clathalgh in Mogadishu he was
challenged by members of Abgal sub-ct&hSo Aidid directed his Habr Gedir sub-clan to
wage war against the rival Abgal subclan, led biyMdhdi Mohamed, a businessman who
had also been appointed president of Somalia byniéetl group of supporters. In the
battle to oust the Barre regime, the two men hazhlalies, both leaders of the United
Somali Congress (USC) and the Hawiye clan. But sphbt was caused by mutual
provocation, mutual intransigence, and mutual thios power. When Barre fled, Ali
Mahdi declared himself head of a new governmenggokly that some of his ministers
had not been notified in time. Aidid, whose for¢esl done part of the job of removing
Siyad Barre from power, was not happyAll efforts of the Hawiye elders to reconcile
the differences between the two leaders becamteBsi

Somalia soon became a murdering ground that saw ®amalis ran for refuge in Kenya.
The traditional system that once bound clans tegxe peace, or at least to stem war
were destroyed. The conflict divided Ali Mahdi’s riftern Mogadishu enclave from
Aidid’s turf in the south, creating the so calleethlal Green Line. Killing was so
widespread. The main objective of the killings wassubdue the enemy sub-clan. Each
leader believed that to end the complex blood femd, must destroy the enemy ctah.
Most of the population of the city was of Ali MafgliAbgal sub-clan, but Aidid had
heavier weapons, controlled the bigger area, ardreiaforced by supporters from many

allied sub-clans. The constant war reduced theceihter to a skeleton wastelafd.

During the most intense period of fighting, fromdrilovember 1991 to early March
1992, the amount of unleashed artillery fire, airbgdnilitias who knew nothing in terms
of respect for human life, made life impossiblevery difficult in the capital. During the

period many people were forcefully pushed out @& tountry. The common scenario,
especially in the Southern Somalia, was damagedebphack of food and water, a
situation which made life unbearable for many SdsnaRAs hunger increased and
insecurity kept out nearly all relief workers armbd aid, many citizens were forcefully

pushed out of their countfy> The common saying among the people of Somaliathats
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“If you want security, you must make your owt¥*"The alternative was to hire security or
face the daring risk.

In Somalia fighting potential very largely determhpolitical status, feud and war are
instruments of power politic$> The warlords simply extended traditional clashe®iag
nomads over grazing and water rights to a moreutgste national level. There was vast
suffering, which had no coping meaning for its witt, so the traditional restrictions were
easily ignored and therefore the only means ofigalfor many was to relocate to other
countries either as security or economic refug&e&hroughout the civil war, for
example, there were few places to hide in one’sdiand. Militias prowled Mogadishu
streets denying all the people any sort of peadeeedom. As for journalists, they had to
negotiate through various obstacles where crossiqgired patience, humility, stubborn
arrogance taking a cue from the Somalis and calirsit¥’ Payments for everything from
hired gunmen to hotel rooms were counted in incremef hundred dollar bills. This
created a war economy. Because the risk was st, gnaay Somalis were pushed out of

the country.

Staying in Somalia was like playing a constant gainRussian roulette. The longer you
kept at it, the more likely you were to lose andhis case losing own life. In Mogadishu
tension was steady but prone to surges. Every dallty seemed to harbor gunmen. As
the civil war raged in Mogadishu, another battleswader way in Somalia’s interior, one
that would take tens of thousands more lives byipitating famine and displacement.
Months after President Siyad Barre was forcedde the capital to his home turf in south-
west Somalia, he regrouped the fighters of hisofedrs and counterattacked. His forces
were countered by the militia of General Aidi. Thigirces began moving, ravaging farms
and food stocks for six months during three unssefog attempts to return to Mogadishu.
The relatively peaceful community of the area, cared to the rest of the Somalis,
became easy victims and battlefield in the poweugsie between two ruthless
personalities. Barre and Aidid laid waste to theaarturning Somalia’s traditional bread

basket into a barren ruin of smoldering villagesor&than anything else, this tactic was
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the harbinger of the tragedy to come. The tactined food into a strategic weapon and

resulted in famine which even pushed many more [pemg’?®

Militia gunmen forced families at gunpoint to rel/éedden grain caches. Hundreds of
their cattle, sheep, and goats were sometimessuaéid to feed the fightéfS Relatives
and sons were shot dead when they tried to intervEne militia used crude methods in
instilling fear in the people to reveal every foieéy had kept and break every resistance
from their part*° Even after Siyad Barre fled Somalia, the suffedfighe people of area

continued unabated to traumatize more and morel@eop

It was warlords like Mohammed Aidid and his finaaradDsman Ato who were the de facto
government in many areas in the central and soufomalia. But like other leaders in
Somalia, these two trod a narrow line between pliagi security and directing the bands
of looters that contributed to their wealth, fireg, and political status that even pushed
many further out of Somali&! Caught in this web, many Somalis had little chdiaeé to
relocate to neighboring countries. Somalis candé ef having accepted the alienation
pain of the exile as a necessary evil. Even in i@sprun by MSF, visiting relatives
brought grenades and knives so that patients qmualgtct themselves. This is the period
when traditionally non pastoralist communities sachfarmers, fishermen, non Somali
Asian minorities left the country leaving behin@ithpossessions and bitter memories of a

past that will not return and unpredictable future.

3.3 The Rise of Islamic Extremism

Somalia is a Muslim country which has always besktas a political unit in a persistent
struggle against a perceived clan domination andyimalization. Different Somali clans

have not been shy to coalesce in various religmmlical groupings in search of

recognition, politically, socially and economicalfi It also happens that the larger
Somalia is mostly underdeveloped as compared ter @buntries in the region. It is not

surprising that the Somali community has produa@desof the most vocal politicians and
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activists who believe that foreigners were resgdaasior the conflict in the country by
supplying arms for fighting and creation of pupgeternments. This perceived political
and socio-economic deprivation and their religiaudination only serves to create an
environment for nurturing radicalization and proogism attitudes among many Somalis
and Kenyan Muslims. In the past, other exogenoct®iia have been credited for this trend
notably the gradual replacement of tolerant Sufisndogmas of Salafism (strict Islamic
fundamentalism) and Wahabism (Saudi version ofaniyloccasioned by influence and
financing from Gulf State§® Somalia is member of both the African Union anel Arab
League but none of them has created a solid séngelanging in the Somali peoples’
psyche due to the known historical territorial dispwith the bordering African states and
the alien intolerant religious support of some Asdhtes and organizations in Somalia.
Many Somalis felt also betrayed by both the Westmnd Eastern powers during the
Ogadenia War as USSR fully sided with Ethiopia whihe Western countries took a
neutral position. The outcome was a feeling ofasoh, bitterness and hopelessness in the
middle of civil war period without state institutie to secure low and order or mitigate the
situation.

This fueled radicalization and the rise of Muslietated conflicts and attacks in the
country that resulted to mass migration of the Smmi@ the neighboring countries.
Muslim organizations were responsible for clashesMagadishu and other parts of
Somalia in the early 908 Actors in such localized conflicts backed up byefgn
influence gradually germinated metamorphosis tanelved in international crimes of
terror that provoked frequent internal wars and Aca@ aerial attacks in the name of
fighting terrorism**> There were notable measures to curb such factarscyarly
pinning down sources of funding and banning coltabog organizations’ links with the
outside world, but still the country remained altsat of Islamist radicalism and terrorism.
Consequences of such radicalization were becomioig rapparent after successful clan
attacks, some of which were directed at aid workereking in the country. This posed a
looming danger on many innocent people who chodeae the country. Though hiding

behind the curtains of foreign interferences in$loenali internal affairs, the Somalis have
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demonstrated strong links with this radicalisthit has begun as a seemingly innocent
religious zeal advocating Islamic moral values ifaaless country, supporting social
services in a land without public institutions agi@ting handouts and assistance to the
poor. The initial charitable fagcade, however, st@msformed itself into an inexorable
machine of extremist indoctrination and brain waghof unemployed and uneducated
youth. Somalia had a history and culture of toler&slam, but the new trend is
dangerously worrisome for Somalia, the region drworld, especially after Al-Shabab

declared allegiance to Al-Qaida.

3.4 Terrorism in Kenya and intervention in Somalia

Terrorism as a phenomenon is not new to Kenya.hat Height of al-Qaeda, Kenya
suffered some major terror attacks including bomgbim 1998 at the US Embassy in
Nairobi and in 2002 at the Israeli owned Kikambatéel in Mombasa in addition to other
minor but continuous attacks. It seemed to be daugln the crossfire of global terrorism
mainly due to its association with Western coustaed presence of their installations in
country. Religious reasons have also been citedtttact global terrorism in Kenyd’
Kenya has suffered relentless grenade attacks tweéhworst hit towns being Nairobi,
Mombasa and Garissa. Some of these attacks were ggeaades hurled at churches
provoking condemnation from religious leaders agrdse board. These attacks were
widely associated with radical Muslims in the bilngtSomali community sympathetic of
their brothers across the bord&t.One of the Islamic radical movements which were
associated with these attacks is Al-Shabaab whiak also widening their net in the
country, taking advantage of impoverished youthsngu them in to their heinous

operation.

These terrorists thrived under a highly inefficiclatv enforcement unit and poor
surveillance evident in the Kenyan internal segudepartments. While these factors
remained constant, the threat of internationabtesm remained more forthcoming than

ever, a situation perhaps only pacified by the wealg of the al-Qaeda globally after the
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death of its leader, Osama Bin Laden. Moreover, dbentry was faced by another
dynamics presented by a nascent domestic breesrofism™*® These breed of terrorism
targeted not only the locals but also the touffisimmn Western countries. It was clear that
Kenya was not going to watch as the terrorists fréomalia threatened the tourism
industry. It did not take too long before Kenyapditched its military into Somalia to flush
out elements of Al-Shabaab in what was dubbed “&tger Linda Nchi” (Operation
Protect the Country}*°

Kenya's Defense Forces launched a military offemsiv Somalia. The operation, in
collaboration with the Transitional Federal Goveemin (TFG) of Somalia, aimed at
obliterating the intensifying threat of Al-Shaba#drrorism. Plans of Kenya's direct
military involvement in Somalia send fear to mangntalis who instead re-located to
Kenya to avoid contact with the Kenyan Defense €8f& To Kenya, however, Somalia
presented a complex security matrix as early as théependence days having hard to
deal with irredentist Somali policies claiming tNerthern Frontier District in Kenya. It
continued to bear the brunt of the unrest in Sariai not only hosting over half a million
refugees, but also dealing with such security isspeliferating through the porous
borders including small arms, human trafficking,map laundering, piracy and now more
than ever terrorisri*? Since the entry of the Kenyan defense forces (Kibf6) Somalia, it
was expected that many Somalis will re-locate tay&ein order to evade in the battlefield
area of the Kenyan military intervention. This Haeen attributed to the infiltration of
Somalis through the porous Kenya-Somalia border.

Al-Shabab declared its allegiance to Al-Qaida whieth the international community to
define this organization as terrorist group endange peace and stability locally,
regionally and globally. The confrontation betwd€enya and Al-Shabab stems beyond

the presence of the KDF in the ranks of the Afrithmon or international forces fighting
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for the restoration of peace and stability in Samahl-Shabab is part of Al-Qaida and so
committed to the strategic terror designs of thghér organs which aim at installing
extremist Islamic centers in this area. This willquire recruitment of disaffected
uneducated and unemployed Somali and Kenyan yaudhcantinuous terrorist acts in
both countries, with consequent flow of refugede Kenya. On the other hand, the terror
waged by Al-Shabab in Somalia will reduce the gubges for repatriation of the Somali
refugees already in Kenya for many years. Neitheny@ nor Somalia will enjoy peace
and security, or the flow of new refugees to Kemylastop until this terrorist organization

and its activities are eradicated.

3.5 Socio-economic Factors

Unemployment was another factor that pushed mamya8® out of their country. Many
of the youth see that all employment opportunitreSomalia had been destroyed by the
war leaving them with no other alternative ratheart to relocate elsewhere. According to
them, crossing to Kenya promised a good future umeahey would do business to
survive, depending on the type of businEésTherefore, for some of these youth, a
significant reason for coming to Kenya was becamisenabled them to provide for
themselves and their families. Crossing to Keny dicilitated as transit point before

proceeding to somewhere else.

Although poverty at individual levels was not agea that pushed many Somalis out of
their country, the case of the youth shows thaeffects of poverty, such as idleness and
low self-esteem, cannot be ignored in this disaussf push factors. The fact that many
Somali youth are unemployed and rely on relatieesfistenance, either in Somalia,
Kenya or in the diaspora, dampens their self-wsuith that when an opportunity to fend
for oneself arises, they are quick to take advantdgt. Many Somali youth were not able
to pursue different avenues in life and they ditlge® a bright future ahead. As a result,
they decided to come over to Kenya to try theikltether than languishing in poverty

with no chance to pursue something gre&ter.

Some of the Somalis opted to relocate becauseanfde victimization by al-Shabaab.

They also worried about being seen as weak by yaanitl society at large and thus had to
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move out and seek survival elsewhere. This wascedpethe case for those youth who
lived in al-Shabaab controlled areas. If an abldid youth did not join, one could be
suspected of supporting the Transitional Federale@Boment (TFG). Since some of them
would want to remain neutral, they had to moveaiuomalia. As one youth put it, “You
have to make a choice. You are either going to ntateand became a refugee or join the

government side or al-shabadf®.

AMISOM bombardment was also responsible to theooation of some Somalis to
Kenya. They explained that the bombing of Somakn® in the fire exchange between
Shabab and Ugandan and Burundian UN peacekeeping, fBMISOM, pushed many
people out of Somalia. The destruction of propentyg life in this confrontation was a
great cause of distress. They stated that they dhoueof Somalia to seek refuge as well
as to protect themselves and their famitf@sSome Somalis moved out of their homes for
security. Their urge for security was due to haresy, particularly of female relatives at
checkpoints.

Those who listed security described TFG soldiexs @rshabaab fighters as “unislamic”
who “would touch their women inappropriately at ttteeckpoints. One youthful Somali
noted that; “Imagine when you see this being dengour mother or your sister - it is
humiliating and infuriating’ The coping mechanism for similar situations in banis
very precarious. Due to lack of any form of proi@ttor security, employment or other
means of survival or even place of temporary dgt@ent within Somalia, crossing to
Kenya is a choice of last resort. A daring alteéxeataken by some youth is wandering
from Somalia to Ethiopia to Sudan to Sahara desdribya or Tunis to the Mediterranean
Sea to Greece or Italy! Many of those who tried tioaite are buried under the sands of
the Sahara Desert or perished when their crowahsdbtbats capsized under the tides of
the Mediterranean Sea. Faced with similar alteveaticrossing to Kenya is the easier and

closer option.
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3.6 Conclusion

After the failure of the Somali state that nearlgsaperceived as similarly chaotic as the
civil war that followed it, Somalis were left witho option but for many of them to leave
the country. This chapter has indicated that Pessidlohammed Siyad Barre from the
Southern Darod sub-clan was enthusiastically wedmbnand established a strictly
centralized political order. He gave people newehbp initially lifting up the economy up
to a certain level. He even became the embodimihisopeople’s national feelings, a
phenomenon that reached its peak when he triedlfib Somalia’s dream of unification

when he attempted to capture the Ogadenia fronogithin 1977.

Siyad Barre failed, and Somalia’s defeat was aidensble humiliation that undermined
Barre’s political position. He attempted to presehis power by finding scapegoats. In
particular, he put the blame upon the Northerninst, the Majerteen and later the Isaaq
and then the Hawiya of the central regions of Sandhe dictator unleashed the military
against his opponents with devastating results. Memof opposing clans were potential
suspects everywhere, in the South they lost tbbs,jthey were detained, some executed,
and subsequently their main cities fell prey tooblyp destruction. Hargeisa, capital of the
North, was bombed to wipe out the insurgents in819®e only alternative was for many
to flee the country when they felt that they were longer safe. The chapter has
documented how the conflict was a push factor afiyrdomalis out of their country with
many of them being pulled to Ethiopia and Kenyadasumented in the chapter that

follows.
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CHAPTER FOUR

PULL FACTORS OF SOMALIS TO “HOME” NEAR HOMETO KENYA

4.1 Introduction

Since 1991 a steady stream of Somali migrants haee leaving their home country and
moving to various countries. However, interestingbart of them move from various
countries to Kenya where they live in urban ar&€&swing from in-depth research this
chapter addresses several questions: Why do Somalis to various countries and then
back to Kenya? What are the magnetic dimensior&oafali migration to Kenya? Why do
Somalis make decisions of having their childrers¢bool in Kenya even when some of
the have already acquired European or western kesintitizenship? What role does
social capital play in facilitating migration to Kgan urban areas and Nairobi
particularly? The findings in this chapter illusgahe ways in which the Somalis are
pulled and motivated to live in Kenya. The chaptbows how the Somali migration
decisions are motivated by changing agentic oriemts and actualized by social capital.
In the analysis, the researcher explains the nsaand complexities of pull factors of
Somalis’ migration decisions and illustrates theysvin which magnetic dimensions of

Somali migration decisions interpenetrate withrtisecial structure in Kenya.

Pull factors, are the positive characteristics lawlefits that pull the vulnerable individuals
to move to a certain country or location. Thesduitie the people’s ideology such as
emphasis on changing one’s condition through motang perceived better environment,
strong bonds of brotherhood and sense of belongepyitation building, prospect of fame
or glory, and other socialization benefits. The wrefl participants unanimously stated
that it was a confluence of factors that led themnmove to Kenya, as the Kenyan

destination presented a package deal of advanaieg lde and interests.

4.2 Somali Pull factors to Nairobi
Nairobi is now home to a large number of Somalisl at least another large population of
Somalis lives in many other Kenyan urban areashodgh their migratory paths are as

varied and interconnected as the people that haversed them, most Somalis share a
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common past of having lived in other countries befelocating to Kenyan urban aréds.

Some of these Somalis even acquired citizenshipSuiopean countries but still they
opted to relocate to Nairobi or remain in Europé loave their children growing up and
schooling in Kenya before joining them in Europecénsiderable percentage of Somali
refugees were resettled in many European countiesugh refugee resettlement
programs mostly in Sweden, Britain and USA howewssiny Somalis chose to maintain

Nairobi as their home.

In fact, most of them would remit funds to theimity members to run business in
Nairobi's Eastleigh and many other urban areaseny&. Many ask, but why Kenya and
why Nairobi? At first glance, it is perplexing. Malbi has many challenges with most
social services missing, with Christian majorityette are few Muslims, wages tend to fall
below national averages, and the economy is stnggBut closer observation reveals
many reasons for this Somali consideration of Nai@ms home than many other cities
around the world. This section addresses severasdtipms: Why do Somalis move to
Kenya? What are the magnetic dimensions of thegration? How do the magnetic
dimensions of migration decision interpenetratenvgocial structure of Nairobi? What

role does social capital play in facilitating Sonmaigration to Nairobi?

Since the outbreak of the civil war in Somali trentali in 1991 immigration of Somalis
to Kenya has steadily increased. Between 1991 &D,2refugees from Somalia
constituted the largest number of arrivals in Kenyaban areas. In fact, between 1991
and 2010, the UNHCR admitted close to a millionugefes, of which the largest
percentage was Somalis. The rise of Somali immaratas its roots in the Somali civil
war, which began in 1991 Given the continued violence and turmoil in Somalnd the
tens of thousands of Somalis still residing in gefe camps in Kenya, Somali immigration
to the Kenyan urban areas is expected to contimowigg. While many will arrive as
refugees, increasing numbers of Somalis will arrnee family reunification programs,
sponsored by relatives who have become permangidergs or Kenyan citizens. Somali

refugees have settled in almost every town in Kenya
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Somali settlement in Kenya is characterized by bmthcentration and dispersion. The
majority of Somalis are concentrated in large nmlitan areas around the world.

However, Somalis seldom remain where they arettedeThey engage in secondary and
tertiary migration. The Somalis relocate in seasthiarious types of opportunities such as
affordable housing, employment, education and heedire. In terms of education, the
Somalis prefer their children to study in Kenya.eQuf the arguments fronted for such
behavior is that the Somalis have a tendency téesatcommunities with other Somalis.

In Nairobi, they prefer Eastleigh metropolitan @&rdsecause it has established Somali
communities, but others move to small metropoltamural areas whose populations are

racially heterogeneous and where the Somali aen difighly visible.

Previous researches including Zakir Hussein indgtathat the most important
determinants of Somali migration to any part of therld include the existence of an
established ethnic communityf socioeconomic factors® educational opportuniti¢s?
the possession of human capitdland access to social capitil There is ample evidence
that new immigrants and refugees gravitate to gegaigc areas where there is an existing
concentration of compatridf§ and that the majority of secondary migrants maviatge
metropolitan areas with concentrations of foreigmhresident$® Research also indicates
that the key socioeconomic factors affecting seaondnigration include social class
status, employment opportunities, local economi@dmns, and availability of resources.
In his work with Laotian refugees, Zakir Hussairiadmined that refugees with the most

financial resources were likely to relocate.
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In fact, reasonable amount of financial resourcesnaeded sustain the cost of travel, new

settlement and unforeseen expenditure in new destirs.

4.3 Institutional Facilities

Migration, forced or voluntary, is an integral pafthuman history. People migrated since
time immemorial for a variety of reasons. Populatmovements in the contemporary
world, of which migration constitutes the main ety generally reflect the prevailing
socioeconomic conditions not only in a given sogieut also in the world at large. The
increasing rates at which out migration from Som#di Kenya is occurring reflect, among
other things, the crisis of the post-colonial Sansédte. At certain points of time in the
very recent history of Kenya migration was encoadagr at least not discouraged from
certain countries. The conditions brought aboutth®y end of colonialism necessitated
bringing some expatriate workers whose labour weeddad in the Africanization of the
economy after the Europeans [Eft.Kenya encouraged foreign labor migration to assist
build her economic institutions. Today, some of sthemigrants settled in Kenya
permanently. However, due to availability of largjfeeap, skilled and educated labor, the

need for migrant labor was never crucial.

In fact, after a very short period of independenkenya managed to educate her
population who acquired skills in almost all needietds and therefore stopped further
migrations of labor unless in the fields which kreking highly qualified personnel. Since
then most of migrants are either asylum seekersfogees. In other words, gaining access
to Kenya is possible for migrants only through asyland refugee tickets. The shift from
inviting economic migrants to accepting asylum seekand refugees reflects the
saturation of Kenyan economy, and also the gerzexhistate of instability in the sending
countries. This reality underlines the challengestriaspora population face in today’s
world. This can well be understood from the andiguashing countries of origin and
saturated host destinations. In between these tmallenging conditions, too many

trajectories unfold that certain categories of pe@pocure home nowhere.

57 Robert Gersony, “Why Somalis Flee,” August 1989qgaoted in Africa Watct§omalia: A Government
at War with Its Own People: Testimonies About tiilng and the Conflict irthe North,New York:
Human Rights Watch, January 1990, pp. 217-218.
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Despite the fact that Kenya tightened her immigratand refugee laws, there are still
some institutional pull factors that are resporesiiok Somali migrants’ decisions to move
into the country. These factors include, among rsthigberal asylum policies, imperial

past and historical links and closeness to SomBbkat of the explanation for large flows
of Somalis to Kenya could certainly be relatedhe hature of the Kenyan liberal asylum
policies particularly before passing of the encarmapimpolicy for the management of
refugees. In the encampment policy refugees arposapol to be enclosed in restricted
camps where their freedom of movement is reduckdy holly depend on food rations

and opportunities for self-reliance. The policy uggs all refugees in either of the two
official camps namely Kakuma camp in the northegion, near the Kenya-Sudan border,

and Daadab Camp in the Eastern region, near thgak8omalia bordel?®

Looking at the refugee reports available with UNH&Bnyan Wing, one finds out that

there is almost no rejection rates of refugees winwve to Kenya unless they have a
criminal record publicly known to authoritié%. Kenya’s humanitarian outlook could also
be seen as one of the factors pulling Somali migramthe country. Kenya is on the top of
countries in the Great Lakes and the Horn of Afregions that contribute to humanitarian
aid to people dislocated by any sort of dangerthen same lines, the Kenyan welfare
system is ranked among the top in the region, higdig a sufficient pull factor not only

for Somalis but also for other refugee migrantsegaity.

In migration generally, migrants seek destinatiovth the greatest potential benefit in
terms, for instance, of economic opportunities andself-advancement. For this to be
effective, migrants need comparative informatiorowtba possible destinatidf’ The

Somalis all over the world have more informatioroabKenyan destination and that is
why they would need further strong reasons to nihkechoice. One significant reason is
the presence of family members. This is particuldhle case with Somalis. For the
Somalis, Kenya can hardly be a first asylum courfythermore, historically Kenya and

Somalia have a lot of meaningful connections. Tiscof the state in Somalia during the

158 Omolo, Jacob (2010Fhe dynamics and trends of employment in KelA, research paper series no
1/2010.

159 Horst, C. “Buufis amongst Somalis in Dadaab: thednational and historical logic behind resettieime
dreams,”Journal of Refugee Studjek9(2), 2006, pp 144-157.

160 Farah, NuruddinYesterday, tomorrow: voices from the Somali diasp&ondon and New York:
Cassell, 2000, pp. 27-53.
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1990 just acted as a trigger factor that brougm&is in significant numbers, compared

to those moving to other countries as refugeesaaghiim population$>*

Like many African countries, Kenya has imperial tpasperiences, and therefore it has
historical and cultural connections with its Som@imigrants. But then while comparative
policy issues, geographical proximity, and cultwatl historical factors can all be seen to
have some importance, they fall short to explaionaaies of flows. This presents a
challenge to general migration propositions, anguires giving attention to specific
policies and the context within which such policae put into plac®® The established
Kenyan welfare system is certainly one institutidaator that affects the Somali people’s
decision about making the country a desired ddstimaWith its liberal outlook, the
welfare in Kenya undoubtedly provides a decenngvstandard for the Somali migrants,
however, the position of Somalis within the Kenyeslfare system in intriguing because
the Somalis somehow procured a lot of attentf3nSuch attention is nonetheless, mostly
negative and not always true to the fact. In thelimand popular knowledge outlets, the
Somalis are portrayed as heavily dependent on #ifane system and are prone to resist
qualification programs and citizenship naturali@aatienhancement. These negative
portrayals are not all baseless, of course. Theysapported by comparative statistical
evidence that elicit recurrent and consistent pattef bad performance of Somalis
compared to non Somali refugees living in Kefi/dn effect, the Somalis are caught in a
special relationship with the Kenyan society, aatiehship in which suspicion and

mistrust feature prominentfy®

Although institutional and policy frameworks can ¢mnsidered as important pull factors
for the Somalis to Kenya, their importance is seppmnted by other factors related to
individual migrants, their life courses, and tongaational connections that are mostly

predicated on kinship and family ties. In recerdrge attention has been directed towards

161 Day, Kate and Paul White, “Choice or circumstaridee UK as the location of asylum applications by
Bosnian and Somali refugee§®eo-Journal 55, 2002, pp. 15-26.

162 Djuve, Anne B. and Kare Hagen, 19%kaff meg en jobb: livekar blant flyktninger i Qsislo: Fafo,
1995, p. 45.

163 Assal, Munzoul A. M., “Somalis and Sudanese inW&y and the question of religious authenticity,” in
Markussen, Irene and Richard Natvig (edslamer i Norge Uppsala: Swedish Science Press, 2005,
pp. 30-65.

164 Hein, Jeremy, “Refugees, immigrants and the stétenual Review of Sociolog¥9, 1993, pp. 43-59.

15%Assal, Munzoul A. M., “Somalis and Sudanese in Nmyvand the question of religious authenticity,” p.
106.
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individual level explanation of asylum destinatidfs This represents a shift from the
conventional way of focusing almost exclusively tbe push side of the continuum, and
also demonstrates the usefulness of adopting alswetworks approach. This trend could
be seen as falling within conventional migratiop@aches since it focuses on processes
of decision making within Somali migrants. This dis view is that understanding
asylum-seeker destinations might be that the vetyod fleeing persecution largely
eliminates the refugee’s level of individual agensuch that choices are not a valid
concept:®” Although in a sense true, this does not take dotusideration the multiplicity

of asylum seekers’ experiences and belittles tgdncy. And it is even weaker in the case

of Somalis. This argument will be elaborated infililowing section.

4.4 Individual and kinship

One individual pull factor that affects the decisiof Somalis to get to Kenya is kinship.
But before looking at kinship and family connectoas important pull factors, it is

important to give some space to some conceptuassselated to the difficulty in making

clear cut categories of different migrants. Wherd@sconventional wisdom in migration
studies looks at refugees and immigrants as hadiffgrent motives for leaving a

homeland, immigrants for economic reasons and esfsigfor political ones, the

contemporary studies show that a mix of factorgjiragmfrom political violence, economic

crisis and family reunification often work togetharinextricable manner to produce both

immigrants and refugeé&

According to Hein, political conditions can causdgration when they result in

deteriorating economic conditions. The distinctimtween economic and political reasons
as the conceptual basis for distinguishing refudema immigrants or vice versa cannot
be sustained, or considered analytically usefueréfore, a nominalist approach is more
promising in explaining the Somali migration to Kenbecause the dichotomy is

untenable, and political conditions can lead toneoaic problems, which in turn led to

166 Koser, K. “Social networks and the asylum cydhe tase of Iranians in the Netherlands,” Intermeatio
Migration Review, 31, 1997, pp. 591-611.

167 Day, Kate and Paul White, “Choice or circumstaridee UK as the location of asylum applications by
Bosnian and Somali refugee§®eo-Journal 55, 2002, pp. 15-26.

168 Fuglerud, @ivind, 1992:ife on the outside: the Tamil diaspora and longtalince nationalism_ondon:
Pluto Press, 1999, pp. 34-36.
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migration of the Somalis into Keny& In the case of Somalia and many other African
countries such as Rwanda, Congo, Eritrea, Ethiapi recently Sierra Leone, refugee
crisis is the consequence of the political dynanoicstate formation and transformation,
and it generally reflects the crisis of the modAfrican state where political, economic,
and ethnic problems and other trajectories oftetersect in protractible ways and
reinforce each other, leading finally to displacemef people who eventually end up

either as internally displaced or refugees crostiirgborder to other countrié®.

Apart from the difficulty involved in legal termitagies, the habit of looking at refugees
and asylum seekers as vulnerable victims disttw# rich experiences and blurs their
agency. This is particularly the case with asylupplizants. This is for a number of
reasons. Firstly, asylum applications undergo msiages. Too many asylum seekers
lodge their applications long after their first enoter with forcible circumstances. In
other words, their applications are normally nalged when their agency is at its weakest.
In the research on Somalis, it is found that maagn&is go through different countries
before they finally decide to settle in KenyA.This way, one can argue that asylum

seekers carefully calculate their decisions, oftéh the help of relatives.

Secondly, the period in transit countries couldused to regain ones strength and also
seek information about possible long distance dastns. The consideration of refugees’
agency begs for differentiating between differesylam seekers’ situations or life
courses. In this regard, Kunz provided a couplscgharios and differentiated between
anticipatory and acute refugees. Anticipatory rekg)are the ones who leave before a
problem occurs. This means that this category doese planning before leaving. The
second category, acute refugees, comprises thevamegyet involved in events and flee
with little or no planning.”? A third category is added by Day and White (200@)er the

name blocked returnees, whose members are outsaile dountry of origin, but who

169 Hein, Jeremy, 1993: “Refugees, immigrants andsth&e.” Annual Review of Sociolog$9, 1993, pp.
43-59.

170 Horst, C., “Buufis amongst Somalis in Dadaab:tthesnational and historical logis behind resetdam
dreams,”Journal of Refugee Studjek9(2), 2006, pp. 144-157.

1 Oral interview, Mohamed Abdi Issa, Eastleigh, Mhir 05/02/2013.

12 Kunz, E., “The refugee in flight: kinetic modelacaforms of displacementf/hternational Migration
Review 7, 1973, pp. 125-146.
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cannot returrt’® The Somali community in Kenya exhibits all theetiarcategories. These
different scenarios imply differential access tearces and information, and knowledge
about destination countries. Among these categoaimse refugees are the ones who are
characterized by loss of agency and decision ma&nigy and therefore become victims
to institutional forces of different types. But eveithin this category, the convoluted
nature of refugee journeys is likely to result ifowing individuals to exercise some

agency over the modicum of chances available tm &

Somali refugee’s movement represents a very compiaoess of fleeing and travelling. In
a chronological sense, the process of fleeing easeln in terms of stages, influences, and
consequences. The decision to flee is affecteddoglitions of threat or insecurity and
economic hardship, and often people end up leaS8mmalia. To leave Somalia, people
need resources and here there are varieties afesothrat people depend on. One is to use
one’s own resources. This is the case with antieigaasylum seekers who often carefully
plan their movement’® Alternatively, people may depend on their expétri@latives or
friends to finance their travel. The support peaggéfrom relatives or friends is important
during the period spent in first asylum countri®gice the prospects for resettlement in
first asylum countries are bleak, refugees anduasydeekers normally gather information
about their preferred destinatioH8.In choosing a specific country, people rely on the
information they get from those who are alreadydlend from a variety of other sources
too. In addition to having relatives or friendse throspects for further education and
qualification also affect the choice of specifizintry over anothet.’ For those who leave
home before finishing their education, choosingantry where they could pursue further
education is likely to be one thing they think abolio support such this point,
Mohammed Noor had this to say:

173 Day, Kate and Paul White, “Choice or circumstaridee UK as the location of asylum applications by
Bosnian and Somali refugee§®eo-Journal 55, 2002, pp. 15-26.
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“The main reason for me to move to Kenya from theif/because of my
children. | am a graduate degree holder in ecormraid as |, as an
educated person, assessed that Kenya was relathettgr in raising
children because Somalis have a sense of commamityoming together
as one people. Kenya is “home” near home for uss Has various
advantages in that there are Mosques and Madrdssame and my
children to go to. | have been through the edunadigstem in the United
Kingdom and | have seen so many flaws such as thistiBgovernment
has a mandatory policy of each child having to @adhool. This makes
the bad children to come to school and they infbeetihe good children to
do bad things. However in Kenya it is different éese the bad children
tend to drop out of school and this acts like geffilfor the education
system here. My case was different when | waseathiversity because |
grew up in my Somali Community with strong beliefs religion and
culture and could not be easily influenced. | weared for my children to
be brainwashed into the western culture and edpeciey two young
girls, Rabab and Nasra because if they do not kihew culture they will
develop anti-Islamic behaviour such as wearingrtdhousers which is an
abomination in Islam and a curse to the parentsidfia is a country that
is emerging from civil war and if it will be safené I might move my
children there, who knows what the future holdsrfa@. In the meantime
Kenya is the best transitional option”.

Another key push factor was lack of educationailitees in Somalia. The education
system has collapsed with destruction of all pulmistitutions. Strict religious Sharia
based education system is now the trend in Soraalia for this reason, some affording
parents send their children to attend schools auvktsities in the neighboring countries.
Kenya is reputed to be the best of these eduttieenues and so attract some migrants

of that nature.

The rate of Somali migrants’ children who droppedsarom school or took the road of
bad behavior of drugs and alcohol and other asdahits in Europe or other western
countries is very alarming. In big cities like Meapolis and London it is estimated that
several thousands of young Somali boys and gidsiraprison for committing different
sorts of criminal offences.

Many of these children are sent back by their paréa Mogadishu, Somaliland and
Puntland in correction centres led by unprofessiteechers without proper competency
in educational or psychological skills. One of fagents of these children contacted by the
author of this research stated that he regretddgehe migrated to London with immature
young children and that for now his dream was wohave a child with degrees but a

healthy one free from alcohol and drugs. Despidr thig number in Kenya, not one single
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schoolboy or girl from the Somali migrants in Kerlyas been reported in those infamous
rectification houses in Somalia. This validates tgonale why an increasing number of
Somalis in developed countries send back to Kenga tamilies for theeducation of their

children.

The civil war destroyed also the public health aaditary facilities in Somalia and Kenya,
as a neighboring country with good health factities the ideal venue to provide different
health treatments for many Somalis who come to Ketigguised as refugees or with visa.
The better endowed ones are attended at Nairolpitaber Agha Khan Hospitals, while
the vast majority seeks their way, in one way @ tther, to the more modest health
facilities serving the Kenyan masses around thenttgu In this way, health seekers
contribute in a lesser extent to temporary migratibSomalis in Kenya.

Haji Abdi is a seventy years old Somali migrant Méapolis — USA. He comes to Nairobi
during the yearly Ramadan period, to avoid the afi@uhours long local fasting day and
enjoy the bearable and tolerable twelve hours Kegyan fasting days. He confirmed in
the interview that many others of his age grouphgosame every year.

Reasons for the diaspora Somalis to come to Kerngas@ diverse that sometimes one
comes across very unusual explanations. A mansifoniies, who asked that his name be
kept in anonymity in this report, has this to sdyuropeans like to portray themselves as
guardians of women'’s rights. They don’t lose angaston without subtly repeating that
Moslems abuse women. This influenced my wife armdtwo daughters. Nobody can love
and our mothers, sisters and wives more than usyéuwo that in our way, according to
our culture and traditional values”. This man codeld bitterly, that divorce became
inevitable and he relocated from Sweden to Kenyaetwild his new life. While in
Somalia, men were the bread winners and patriamirstiodians of the family, many of
them in western countries live on public welfarsistance and with gender equality some

men resent the lost social status and this caomtisine harmony and unity of the family.

Kenya is also a social contact center for young &snin the diaspora to meet relatives,
for short tourism stays and for marriage engagesndoe to security concerns to avoid
Somalia, as Kenya is easily reachable and mariragédrica is more preferred than the

culturally westernized one. The above movementSarhalis for diverse reasons, despite
the limited scale of every single group, their k@ad continuity can constitute a sizable

number of the Somali pull factor to Kenya.
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4.5 Somali Kinship system connections.

Before ending up in Kenya, many Somalis engageumjeys that take them to more than
one country. Many do not just settle in Kenya diseédrom Somalia, but first go to
European or American countries from where theycai® again to Kenya. First asylum
countries are preliminary stations, where asyluekses prepare themselves for another
journey that would take them to a final resettletremuntry. Some Somalis who ended up
in Kenya as asylum seekers were actually expadrigitedther countries such as those of
the Arabian Gulf. When the civil war started in Soia, and instead of returning to a
burning home they ended up uniting with other fgnmiembers and relatives in Kenya.
Others experienced the horrors of the civil war &nel atrocities committed by rival
warlords before fleeing to Kenya and Ethiopia. Ehasories show how complex the
reasons behind migration are. The nature of thengys Somalis engage in before finally
arriving and settling in Kenya, begs for explorihg role played by networks of different
sorts, that help people tame difficulties and faballenges involved in the process of
migration. People fall on various forms of netwddk material and emotional support

during both movement and settlement.

The decision to move, and to which destinationyssally affected by the presence of
relatives or friends in the specific destinationgahis is the case with asylum seeKkéfs.
Refugees sometimes do not have much choice, fddit¢CR decides in which countries
they will be resettled. But in case there is a chprefugees normally choose a country in
which they have relatives or people they knows Itherefore important to emphasize the
fact that there are other factors than immediateatis or general lack of security, which
are involved in the process of migration of refugyaad asylum seekets. Kinship is one
important factor here. Hussein Abdi, a Somali migrta Kenya stated that kinship played
a significant role in networks for the Somalis. THieship factor in the case of the Somalis
becomes intelligible if we look at it through thesiitution of the clan. Clans are groups of
people who consider themselves as descendants cofmanon ancestor. The idea of
kinship as a pull factor was strongly supportedHayneed in the quote below which states
that:

178 Assal, Munzoul A. M. Sticky labels or rich ambiguities; Diaspora and teages of homemaking for
Somalis and Sudanese in NorwBgrgen: BRIC/University of Bergen, 2004, pp. 30-5

179 Assal, Munzoul A. M., “Somalis and Sudanese inW&y and the question of religious authenticity,” in
Markussen, Irene and Richard Natvig (edslpmer i Norge Uppsala: Swedish Science Press, 2005, p. 68.
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“1 left to Yemen from Somalia in 1993. | was regisid with the UNHCR.
Yemen is not in my mind a place to settle in, &mas hoping to be sent
by the UNHCR to another country. | spent one yaat a half in Aden
and that was a very difficult time for me. Theresvealot of questioning as
to why | left Somalia. The Yemenis also treatedadly, and | felt | was
alien and unwelcome. The Yemenis use the word Addale) frequently
when addressing an African, as though it is writterour faces. | had
many times engaged in fights with them. The strahgey is that they do
not consider it hurting to call somebody Abid. Aft;e year and a half of
patience | lost hope and decided to leave Yemerel#ive of mine who
is living in Saudi Arabia sent me some money withicl | travelled to
Ethiopia. Six months later, | travelled to Moscomdahen to Helsinki. |
did not apply for asylum in Finland because | dat have relatives or
close friends there. It was not easy to come toMdgrfrom Finland, and |
had to go through Sweden. On arrival to Norwaygliggl for asylum and
was taken to a camp in the north. There were mamya8s in that camp,
some of them | knew personally and others weiendis of people |
knew. The long process of my asylum was not a lprobbecause |
already spent more than one year waiting in YenBert.| was lucky to
have documents that support my case. | got a pesanswer to my
asylum application after seven months. If it werd to relatives and
friends, | think | would have still been in Yemenkthiopia. Although in
Norway | was not openly discriminated at, nevedhsl a feeling of
diverseness from the majority of the community @hkgays present in my
mind. Soon | mastered the language and becamtugalized citizen, but
decided to have my children grow up in Kenya. Twauld assist them
have African moral values which are partly missimg European

countries™&°

Claims of belonging to a certain clan can also k@ms about kinship. At times of
hardship and suffering people do not have the feisn maneuver about when they take
the decision to flee. Citing an example from thetdamese boat people where people take
whatever chance they happen to have and face allriffks involved® But in that
situation too people depend on resources, congacton skills, in order to get access to a
boat. And this situation shows the same. The ubiqufi the phenomenon of movement
makes it futile to insist on looking at refugees\astims only. Kinship ties and the
existence of friends in certain countries affee tlecision of an asylum seeker or refugee
in as much the same way as any other factor ddes.rmieans that kinship and other social

networks constitute strong pull factors for Somadighoose Kenya as their home.

180 Heemed, a Somali informant, quoted in above Muh¢brf), Do they have a choice? Factors pulling
Somalis to Norway: University of Khartoum, Sudan.

181 Knudsen, John Chr., Viethamese Survivors: Prosessmlved in Refugee Coping and Adaptation,
Ph.D. Thesis, University of Bergen, 1988.
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The act of migration is rarely undertaken as a detely independent event, rather it is
often a decision made easier by being accompanietgceived, by friends or relatives
among whom first or second hand knowledge of tres avf destination is almost a

certainty.

On arrival in some of the European countries, s@oenalis found it difficult to get
working permits and employment. Somalis came to yidebecause they already had
members of their family in the country. Althougbrali families may look shattered, the
formation of Somali kinship networks of transnatibonharacter is in the making. It is not
a matter of overemphasizing the importance of tifierdnt forms of kinship networks
people have. Neither it is to deny the fact tharéhare many Somalis who did not have

any choice when they come to Kerf{fa.

Somalis can hardly be in the first asylum counttg. geographical location makes it
inaccessible as first asylum country, and mostgeds have to pass through Kenya before
they are relocated to other countries. It is difi¢co get information about the nitty-gritty
of coming to Norway, and the greater part of tlwgiss told about such intrigues are sort
of anecdotes and hearsay. Some Somalis come tcakadtey their asylum applications in
European countries are rejected. In Kenya, for gt@nwhile some Somali refugees keep
moving between Kenya and Europe, and yet somethave to the US and Canada on
their own, or join other family members who aresalty there. This calls for the need to
acknowledge the role of transnational and kinshgiworks as a vital source of
information that facilitates the movements of migsa forced and otherwise. Whether
refugees who are involved in these networks angdfrkent or not is another question. But
in the opinion of the researcher, it is essentiadé¢parate between reasons and means of
movement because fleeing through the assistancettadrs does not preclude the
possibility that the movement was forced. It idfidiflt to construct a clear distinction or
differentiate between voluntary and involuntary mments; between economic hardships
and political instability, and between legal anéghl movements. In all this, however,

kinship ties remain to be one very important patitbr for Somalis to choose Kenya.

182 Oral interview, lbrahim Ali Jumale, Eastleigh, Kabi, 10/02/2013.
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4.6 Employment possibilities

The Somalis’ relocation into Kenya can also be wstded from the perspective of
employment opportunity. According to Zimmerman dfig, one of the most important
reasons for relocation of people to new placesigleyment:®®

Research indicates that human capital charactsristich as age, language proficiency,
education level, employment, and skill set influssh¢he Somali immigrants’ propensity
to relocate to Kenya. The Somalis who had a hidéeel of education were the most
likely to migrate to Kenya in search for employmepportunitiet®. This is also due to
the presence of many NGOs and diplomatic missiomking with Somalia but based in
Kenya for security reasons and availability of fiies. Some Somali immigrants crossed
the international border into Kenya to advancertheiman capital through educational
opportunities available in Kenya but not availaibl&omalia because of the instability that

characterized the countt§?

4.7 Welfare availability

Buckley points to a relationship between migrataina people and welfare availability
particularly among refugees. This also applieditoranigrants particularly those who are
forcefully relocated from their home countfj. Welfare possibilities that are a
characteristic of Kenyans also influenced refugesgjration decisions, although to a
lesser extent than jobs and family t#85Some Somali refugees did move into Kenya to

obtain access to resources that will help themawvpthe situation for their families.

Since the outbreak of the civil war in Somalia, gnarore Somalis have been moving into
Kenyan urban areas than those who were leavingmiest Somalis in Nairobi, economic
incentives cannot be the primary factor for theignation into Kenya. The reason being,

some Somalis have citizenships of European cosnwi@ich have better economy than

183 Zimmerman, Wendy and Michael Fix, “Immigrant Pgliy the States: A Wavering Welcomdyi
Immigration and Ethnicity: The Integration of Antais Newest ArrivalsEd. Barry Edmonston and
Jefferey S. Passel, Washington, DC: Urban InstiRugss, 1994, pp. 287-316.
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Press, 1991,pp. 121-134.

185 Shandy, Dianna Nuer-American Passages: Globalizing Sudanese MgraGainesville,

FL: University Press of Florida, 2007.
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Kenya. Their preference of Kenya more than othemntes is informed by factors more
than economic. Equally, most Somalis who cross K¢aya have low education levels
and Kenya has extremely limited job opportunitiedi¢ating that their pull factors into

Kenya are not necessarily economic. What confoundedt refugee resettlement and
migration relocation activity was the absence of esettlement activity or industry that
might have influenced their relocation decisionghe city*®® This economic reality has

contributed to the widespread public perceptiont 8@malis are moving to Kenyan urban
areas and particularly Nairobi to use welfare bésieThis perception is stronger in the
less advantaged Kenyan groups that feel that thmalbamigrants and refugees are

competing with them in the limited welfare faciis and public services.

Supporting the concept of non economic pull facterthe argument that in Europe and
the USA, tax dollars are used to give Somalis laagh sums in terms of different benefits
such as housing. Schooling, healthcare and s&°dFhis is the indication that there are
better economic opportunities out of Kenya thaKemya. If the Somali were interested in
economic progress alone then they would have pezfahe European states than Kenya.
Closer examination indicates that while some Sanaday be attracted to the limited
social services provided in Nairobi, such serviaes not the singular motivating factor
driving Somali migration to Kenyan towns. The mosinmon reason given for moving to
Nairobi was to improve quality of life for less ewded or refugees fleeing the closed
camps or the civil war in Somalf®® Although welfare is one aspect of such an
improvement, more frequently cited macro-level aspencluded safety and increased

social control, good schools, and affordable haysih

Although most Somalis particularly refugees archet Nairobi is a hard place to raise a
big family, most of them prefer Kenyan urban argasther cities around the world. In
these ways, Somalis resemble other migrants whHoaéetter life for their families. Few

of the Somalis interviewed during this study di@dfically mention welfare benefits as a
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reason for moving to Nairobi” The data suggest that welfare benefits were aamnacr
structural factor affecting some Somalis’ decistonrelocate to Nairobi however, it is
important to point out that this widespread percegptppears to be exaggerated in the
media and other factors tend to be overlooked.

Although some of the Somali migrants do come fraates with very high economic
standards than Kenya, Kenya is preferred over sueintries because it offers other
motivating factors. This illustrates the ways inigthmagnetic dimensions intersect with
social structure namely welfare benefits as wethasfluid nature of magnetic orientation.
Those who are drawn to Nairobi because of theivelgt better welfare benefits were
often responding to the inadequate resources &lilan their initial places of
settlement®® In trying to attend to their basic needs theytaraporally oriented toward
the present whereas, as will be discussed belomge sof the Somalis are attracted to
Kenya by economic factors.

4.8 Safety and security

Many of the study participants interviewed inityalived in Somalia before relocating to
other parts of the world. Some resettled in laigeer city neighborhoods in European
countries most of which were characterized by higime, drugs, gang activity,
substandard housing, and grossly underfunded sshoallepressed low income people
areas. Some participants expressed dissatisfaeitbrthe macro-level structures in these
neighborhoods such as insecurity, while othersrmedeto the tensions and conflicts that
occurred on the micro-level in these communitie€uropean cities. For instance Abdi
Omar, a Somali man in his thirties, points out tMdny Somali refugees in many
countries are resettled in very deprived communit&o by the time you come and realize
where you are, it is like: “Oh, my God! Where aniiving in the US or Europe or
elsewhere? Is this the country | was coming to®’ tlhese very tough neighborhoods
where even the front-doors have iron security mtaias and in many nights what you
hear are police sirens and gun shots and muttfeirs.some cities refegees are settled by
the host governments in areas with congested pagrant families of different origin. To

some Somalis this is like segregated ghettos. Baieally, one educated Somali that
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inhabited for some time in a predominantly whitenl3a area in one city Denmark told to
the author of this study that he had to move tdteraarea because he and the members of
his family had it difficult to interact with the hbors. He did not complain of any visible
racial incident but the diverseness feeling, aseh@ed it, was very visible in the lack of
social contacts, sense of isolation of the childirem their age group and the missing
exchange of smiles or handshakes between neighbl@sconvincingly stated: “the
diverseness of culture and color of the humans afaymportant role”. Somalis are very
open and like to socialize with others. Kenya, withvery warm, friendly people and

multicultural setting offers an extra incentieelte chosen to live in.

Although most Somalis moved out of their countrgdagse of insecurity caused by the
civil war, safety was still not assured while inr&pe or the USA. For many Somalis,
security includes safety from drugs, alcohol anidratulture that can split the unity or
harmony of the family. Most of the Somalis woulken prefer to move themselves to
Kenya or move their children to Nairobi. Some adytleat they moved to Nairobi because
their children were being bullied. There was adbtiolence in the European cities that
they lived in. Similarly, some cited the conflictisat ensued between Americans and
Somali immigrants. Less affluent Americans usuaihabit the dilapidated neighborhoods
that react to the new immigrants which result imstens and conflicts. These observations
were echoed by several interviewees who descrie#agbharassed and bulled by this
category of Americans at school for those livingtie USA®® This is mainly because of
the competition for scarce public services and atesh employment or different youth

gang activities.

Safety, especially for raising children, was thestpersistent reason given for moving
back to Africa and in particular to Nairobi. To wndtand why safety is paramount, it is
important to remember that unlike many immigrant®wnove to the European countries
and the United States for economic opportunitiesn&is were fleeing war and poverty in
Somalia or harsh and unsafe conditions in refugeeps. One young woman stated, “My

mom moved us to Nairobi since she was the onlywitie us. My father did not come

19% Nureddin Abdullahi Ali, Eastleigh, Nairobi,10/02/23.
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with us as he is still in Sweden where we had fiegicated to, so that's why we decided
to come here because it's quiet and smaller arsdciéme proné®®

Some Somalis moved to Nairobi to have more sooiatrol over their children’s religious
and cultural behaviors, as well as to keep clogess eon their conduct. Some parents
expressed heightened concern for teenage sons, Wieynviewed as being at higher risk
than daughters for being drawn into oppositiondiuces in European and American inner
cities. Many of the interviewees noted that it veasier to exert parental control over their
children in Nairobi compared with other places ir@e or America where they had lived
earlier after relocation from Somalfi¥. This was often attributed to the large number of
Somalis in Nairobi as well as to more religious senvatism among Somalis and Kenyans

in Nairobi than the Somali population in the Eurapend other cities around the world.

Amina, a young Somali woman had this to say; “Wkejall the time when we see
someone and say: how long do you want to stay My mother will be calling to know
where | am right now?” It's a kind of a joke butdbmmunicates the feeling of care a
Somali girl feels she has for being in Kenya. Thay keep a closer eye on their children
because it's a city with a large Somali populatidrich respects their cultufé® For some
parents, the desire to have more control over telidren was especially acute when their
children were young and in school. Relative to otpkces they had lived, Somalis
viewed Nairobi schools as safe places where théiren could get a good educatibii.
Some interviewed Somalis reported coming to Naireliher to escape racialized
experiences in other urban areas particularly imofgean and American cities. Such
Somalis believed that the Kenyan urban areas wbeldnore accepting of racial and
religious diversity than other countries. In the AJ®r instance several young Somalis
reported being beaten up or harassed by otherl radirities prior to moving back to

Kenya?®® This view is echoed by Omar who had this to say:
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“I came to Nairobi from USA which to me was totadlydifferent world.
When | arrived in the USA, | saw well developeties with large
populations. In the first place you might think ywill fit well in, but only
to come to realize that you cannot take one stépowt being identified as
a Somali or alien. Oh my God, this place is nonetigerse™"*

The Somalis have positive thinking about Nairoiey have positive things to say about
their experiences in Nairobi. Many love Nairobi &ese they have a feeling that it does
not welcome racism. The Somali communities in Naiare proud in freely taking part of
their community social activities without any irfemence with total consent and tolerance
from other communities and public organs. Thereewss many people from all over
Nairobi who have no problem with the presence an&8ls. Most of them love to buy
goods from Somali shops, the condition that haseirEastleigh into a city within a city
with many non Somali customers and small tradeastdli is a great city and most of the
Somalis there don't face racism. While those whtaldished business in Kenya are
prospering, offering convenient products to theligudnd creating employment, revenue
to the state and melting to the mainstream sodieéySomalis who opted for South Africa
met fierce unwelcoming attitudes that resultedoioting of Somali shops, destruction of

properties and killings at the hands of gangs amd disgruntled citizens.

In Nairobi most of the people mind their own busmeherefore Somalis do not face
discrimination of any kind. They do not experiemaes discrimination on the basis of race,
ethnicity or religion. One Somali young man commeshthat, in Nairobi people are very
polite and very respectful, but slow to open umésv immigrants°? This is due to most
of them having lived here since their birth. Théseady have all the friends they need.
Although most Somalis talk positively about Nairokiome feel that ethnicity often
negatively defined in public, sometimes may flapedifferent cultural interactions. Living
in Nairobi might have taken a toll on some Somaliss exhausting being Somali and
living in Nairobi because it's not just limelight's kind of like a shining, beaming
spotlight that goes with you wherever you go. Beeawhenever you go particularly after
the military operation against Al-Shabaab peopattiSomalis with some suspicion. You

will hear those making sometimes negative commentsie Somalié®®
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All'in all, Kenyans are among the friendliest pexgpbn earth, in the opinion of the writer
of this research. With good weather, wonderful igiuattractions, reasonable prices and
connections with many local friends, a reasonablialer of Somalis in pension age are

pulled to Kenya.

Educational safety is also a determinant factor whecomes to Somali pull factor to
Nairobi. Educational opportunities are a determinah Somali migration to Kenya.
Education is essential to any parent who valuesliteeof his children. This is not
surprising since Somali culture tends to have strgositive attitudes toward, and
expectations of, modern educatﬁ?ﬁSchooling was definitely one of the biggest reason
why the Somalis moved to Nairobi. Most Somali faesimoved to Nairobi when their

children were young because they had heard of goldols and colleges in Nairobi.

When describing the importance of education amamgédis, one thing which needs an
understanding is that, religious or not, teachingrtchildren and encouraging getting a
higher education is one thing that is common fopatents. Most Somalis who relocated
to Kenya had positive ratings to say about the slshm Kenya, especially compared to
their experiences elsewhef.Somalis feel that in contrast to cities in the t@as world,

the education in Kenya is friendly and respectsiais rights of all individuals. Somali
children feel a lot safer in Kenya and the schbalge been more structured, more serious,
and more willing to help them. And that being clos® Somalia, there are more caring
people who want to see Somali children sucé@®dibah Yasin supported this fact by
saying:

| decided to move to Kenya as opposed to the Uriiiiades or Somalia
because of religion and security respectively. He tUnited States as
children are growing up they don’t have Madrassaere children are
taught religion for teaching the Holy Quran. Therefthe children don’t
put importance on religion and according to Isl&#isithe responsibility of
the parent to teach the child Quran. The reasohos& Kenya over
Somalia is because Kenya is safer as the Unite@sStas the stuff you
hear in Kenyan news such as someone was killeduedr is the same
news you would hear in the States. The social sesvsuch as healthcare,
education and job opportunities are better in thges but religion is my
first priority and besides my family members arkW$ citizens and if

204 Emirbaryer, Mustafa and Ann Mische, “What is Agght American Journal of Sociologyol. 103,
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something comes up | can always go back to thesstat a plan B. Culture

is an important aspect also as Somalis value thatirculture whereas in

the united states the children become westernizextlvy forgetting their

culture and this leads to emergence of bad soetaior such as alcohol

drinking , stealing and other criminal activitf@4.
The enquiries of this research unearthed that sii®&®2 no refugees or other migrants
from Somaliland or Puntland were pulled to Kenyadafety reasons. This because these
two areas have built local administrations thaused some law and order that secured the
safety of the citizens. Even those fleeing thesasawith crowded boats are not mainly
citizens of these two areas but are from the sotitBomalia. This confirms the thesis of
this research that some Somalis are pulled to Kiemttheir safety from unsafe areas due

to lack of law and order.

4.9 Conclusion

The Somali Somalis represent one group that is iggpwn Kenya. Their migration to
Kenya reflects the crisis of their state in the tHof Africa, globalization, and many other
factors not properly researched in the past. Theypmpass persons of all types of age
groups, business people, temporary guests, asydeikess and for many other reasons. A
mix of institutional and individual factors pullso®alis to Kenya. At the institutional
level, the liberal Kenyan asylum policies, alongthwithe modest welfare system
constitutes one important pull factor for some Sksna

But this research’s own information on Somalis ienga and other studies on refugees
elsewhere show that individual level pull factore aery crucial in pulling Somalis to
Kenya. Such factors can be looked at through kmahd family networks, and knowledge
about specific destinations. Many Somalis chooseyléecause of family and friendship
ties. This is one significant pull factor. For ma@gmalis, reuniting with family members
or relatives is not seen as only a choice, butcassty. Even when people are in the stage
of acute crisis, they turn for relatives for advared support. A very important element that
lies at the pull side of the continuum is the fdwt migration and asylum flows have
cumulative effects. In other words, earlier flowgate networks that over time become
transnational. It is through these transnationalwaeks that pull factors become

intelligible.

207 Oral interview, Ismail Yusuf Einab, Eastleigh,iftdi, 13/02/2013
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Transnational kinship connections and social ndta/dhat traverse these connections
represent an important research area for scholamsigration, diaspora, and refugee
studies especially in the Somali context. What etlido far the attention of most
researchers and observers is the ever increasimgparuof Somali migrants that, despite
being naturalized citizens of developed Westernntiaes, are flocking to Kenya for

reasons that include social networking, investnoggortunities, education and safety of

their children and easier connection with Somalia.
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CHAPTER FIVE

THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF THESOMALI MIGRANTS TO KENYA

5.1 Introduction

After the breakdown of the political system of Goweent in 1991, the first wave of
around 500.000 people from Somalia fled to Kenydein months. While the Kenyan
government tried to contain these refugees in caiies biggest one in Dadaab - now
home to around 350.000 refugees from Somalia - npeple preferred to settle outside
the camps either in the Somali parts of Kenya imtiN&astern Province or in Kenyan
cities like Nairobi, Mombasa or Nakuru. Up to 1@0efugees from Somalia live, very
often illegally, in these urban centres. Simultareto the exodus of people from Somalia
to the cities, some Kenyan Somalis from North Eastrovince also moved into the
urban centres. In the years following the initiagration movement the refugees came
with several effects to the cities. Many conflietgolved between local communities and
Somali migrants. In the course of these tensiosge@ally after the insurgency of the
Islamic Courts and the Shabab from 2006, Somaéso#ten indistinctively depicted as
Muslim fundamentalists, who are responsible foadicalization of Islam in Kenya and
the spread of terror from Somalia to the neighlproountries, and/or as ruthless
businessmen, who are using pirate money to getraloover the Kenyan economy, as
sometimes unjustifiably reported by the mass mebgs chapter aims to question these
assumptions by analyzing the specific impact thgration of Somalis to Kenyan cities

had since the early 1990s on the local commuratiesthe country.

Apart from Nairobi, many Kenyan cities have thesgrece of Somali urban refugees or
migrants from Somalia and other oarts of the woflde Somali population is of course
smaller in other cities than in Nairobi, Eastleigtihen this migration movement started in
the Kenyan towns, there already existed small Kerfyamali settlements. Many of the
first Somali migrants living there had come fromt8h Somaliland while working for the
colonial army or administration. Similarly, a bigunk of Southern Somalia, the Jubaland,
was part of the Kenyan colonial administrationilubtvas ceded to Italy in 1924, which

facilitated their migration into Kenya.
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These groups together with the North Eastern Poavitenyan Somali citizens integrated
into the Kenyan nation. In the early 1990s an emrgkaof population took place. While
people from Somalia and the North Eastern Provocam®e to the urban centres, many
Somalis of every age, both already settled andyesfs, left the towns and went to Europe
or Northern America. In the last couple of year$oarth group of Somali migrants was
seen in the urban centres. These were people, gotvack from Europe, Northern
America and Arab countries; often these are wéllifamilies with children, who shall
grow up not in a Western but an African way of libe looking after business and
investment opportunities. Additionally to lookingtae impact of Somali migrants on the
local communities the focus of this chapter liescares as fields of interaction between
the different groups of Somali migrants, their idist ways of integration into the local

communities and the diverse ways of constructiegtitdy and difference.

5.2 Brief Prologue to Somali Migration to Kenya

The history of post- independence Somali migratorKenya is directly related to the
armed conflict that began with the Ogaden war i@719%rom being a major refugee-
receiving country in the 1970s, the stream of re&ggout of Somalia gained pace from
1988 onwards and escalated throughout the 199@sigbt, flooding, and famine have
combined with warfare to cause the mass flight efugees and the large-scale
displacement of Somalis to Kenya. As argued inetéwdier chapters, the period of armed
opposition to Barre dates from the formation of diféerent clan militias after the Ogaden
war in 1977 with Ethiopia over the disputed Ogadegion concluded with the defeat of
Somali troops in 19782 The war had an immediate effect in terms of iraeonflict
intensification and confrontation within Somaliadarfugee flows into Kenya. Economic
hardship, with suffocating hyperinflation on thestof living led to mass dissatisfaction,
and the defeat in the war was blamed on the gowemtrfor waging a war without
international support. While the west and Africéaitess were for respecting the status quo
of the borders left behind by the colonial powens Africa, the socialist bloc was

massively supporting Ethiopia in the war with Samal

208 ewis, IM (1961):Pastoral Democracy,Africana Publishing Co.
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The regime was weakened militarily, economically anorally. Bitterness, anger and
general malcontent ensued. Attempted coup d’étasdiye military officials in April
1978, desertion of armed personnel to their respectan militias and opposition groups
all led to social unrest and further repressiorth®/regime in many parts of the country.
The first victims were the Majerten of the NorthsE&omalia as most of the attempted
coup military officials belonged to this clan indition to being also the backbone of the
Somali Salvation Front (SSDF), the first armed cgifpan formed in Ethiopia immediately
after the failed coup. The 1980s signaled thusbtginning of the Somali refugees’ flow

into Kenya.

At that time, the Isags were being targeted as nma@ybers of this community actively
participated in the struggle after the formatiorthef Somali National Movement (SNM) in
the Gulf States and Britain in the early 198Ws.In May 1988 the SNM launched co-
ordinated attacks on the northern cities of Haayeisd Burao and succeeded in causing
havoc that resulted in heavy military operationsslof property and suffering of civilians.
As a result of the war in the north-west, Somabisght refuge in Kenya and Ethiopia. The
armed confrontations hampered the patterns ofttiekstrade and the resources vital for
the pastoral economy and this added to the predsumgigrate to Kenya and Ethiopia.
Hostilities also spread to the south of the countilye three liberation movements (the
SPM, USC, and SNM) were formed in 1990 and led @dinated attack against Barre
that resulted in his overthrow and flight from Mdgshu in January 1991. Barre was to
continue destabilizing the south of the countryottygh his army, from his native

stronghold in Gedo against the warlord, Aidid, wdtvastating effects for the inhabitants.

The coalition of forces which overthrew Barre salissolved into factional disputes, and
the bands under the command of the warlords comehitieinous atrocities, including
rape, indiscriminate killings of civilians, lootingnd cleansing and unlimited destruction
of property and environment. The coastal regionsBrdva and Merca, the Benadiri
population in general, and the central agricultueglions were systematically looted and

razed to the ground as the contending factionsellafior resources and powef.

209 |hid.
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The outcome of the civil war in Somalia’s Southeegions was the destruction of the
agricultural belt occupied by the Rahanweyn, Gosiial other minority clans and
communities** With the destruction of livestock and other lifesgaining basic assets and
structures, many farmers and defenseless citizems ferced to flee to Kenya and other

countries around the worfd?

5.3 Long-term positive effects of the Somali migrabn to Kenya

The arrival of refugees particularly in the Northgrart of Kenya placed additional strains
upon the already scarce resources, which in sorsesceaused tensions between local
Kenyans and the refugees. Some refugees were foyctek hostile relations with the host
Kenyans to return to Somalia or to relocate to mrtidies or other countries in the region.
Some relocated even as further as South Africa eviieey are facing ever increasing
hostile environment and opposition from the locapyation. According to the local
population, root of the tension in South Africanminly because the Somali refugees
established small businesses in squalid remote a&s in competition with the local
underprivileged population. In Kenya Somali bussessare in urban areas with some
concentration of Somalis and the Kenyan peoplelses known for its friendliness and

tolerance.

Competing with the Kenyans on the available limitgdlfare in health or education
facilities is a very sensitive issue in the begmgniWith time, however, feelings placated
and cooled down as the presence of the refugeesispwing the initial benefits. With
the influx of ever increasing refugee populatioa kbcal market mechanisms strengthened
and the intervention of international and humarataorganizations assisting the refugees
benefitted also the local population through buigdroads, schools and health units and
related facilities. Sharing the new structures wita refugees, buying some cheap food,
medicines and bartering with the refugees in mammmodity items all were beneficial
and appreciated by the local Kenyans. It becaneafsart of the policy of the UNHCR to
entice the population of the area of the refugeepsain every possible way (some food
and medicine donations, public relations etc) ideorto make the refugees acceptable to

the Kenyans.

211 Oral interview, Asha Farah EImi, Eastleigh, Nairdw/02/2013.
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The refugee camps became also big shanty townsigraglbread and some handcrafts,
and trading in many different commodities, thanisthie flow of the remittances they
receive from the their relatives in diaspora. Refugamps area like Dadab and Kakuma
are generally a desolate and depressed areas fageas presence can be considered a
modernizing factor. Some poor local people had etlen possibility of presenting
themselves as refugees from the neighboring castand some got even the chance of
obtaining refugee settlement in Western countrieeugees from Somalia. All in all and,
despite the negative burden on the ecology and@mwvient, the presence of the Somali
refugees even in the camps, is considered by mhsgreers as positive and beneficial to
Kenya when balanced by the attained benefits. S@fugees from Dadab, enquired in
this study, were in agreement on one point — that $omalis are in the camps only

temporarily and that everyone will relocate bacltonalia or somewhere else.

This firm conviction is supported and justified bye solidarity culture of the Somali
people whereby, sooner or later, everybody can tconrfinding a relative or friend or a
helping hand to help him/her in the translocati®hat can be a blessing for Kenyan
authorities and humanitarian organizations to ho@n end to eventual protracted Somali
refugee hood in Kenya. Realistically, however, bas to bear in mind several points that
make the question more complicated. First of &i&rahe several terrorist attacks suffered
by the country, Kenya cannot afford to host sudarge Somali refugee population in
camps and urban areas which can conceal the atifilir of terrorists and extremists. The
second point is that despite the international gatten of the Somali government, peace

and conditions allowing the repatriation of refugi@ell not be realized in the near future.

This is because Shabab is still holding big chwfkS8omalia and destabilizing the rest, the
government is weak and cannot provide securitystitutional services and the economy
and basic national institutions are still devastat€he third point is that the world,
especially the rich countries, have closed thettlesgent door to the face of the refugees
and the number of African refugees resettlementthi@ Western countries is ever
dwindling, also because preference is given to amity from Asia and eastern Europe that
are skilled and more easier adaptable to westelmreuand conditions. That Shabab
succeeded in recruiting in the ranks of this teor@anization some American or European
young citizens of Somali descent might also impaegatively on the willingness of

resettling some Somalis in these countries.
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Non refoulment or voluntary repatriation principgeexpected to be respected by Kenya,
and some refugees are die-hard foreign resettlesemkters and some others have no real
incentive to go back to Somalia after losing aéitiproperty and their loved ones or still
overwhelmed by the tragic and bitter memories @& tivil war. Also resettlement in
Kenya of many unproductive refugees is difficultedto the local economic and
demographic conditions. This situation might cresime conspicuous level of protracted

Somali refugee hood in Kenya both in the refugeepsaand in urban areas.

The Australian government report of 1985 on miganticated that immigration more
broadly had a positive impact on the economy aatlrttigrants did not take jobs from the
host communities rather, they contributed to thepamsion of the economy and
employment generatict® This report has contributed significantly to a ejeth consensus
that the benefits are positive, in economic terimsnany countries like Kenya? The
significant positive economic contribution of ther@ali migrants in Kenya is well-
established in robust empirical evidence. Howeteeye is a relative lack of rigorous
research into the long-term economic impacts of &omigrants into Kenya. Waxman
(2001) explores early economic adjustment expee&nof migrants to the host
community. Existing studies commonly use a veryitkoh set of fiscal measures such as
initial resettlement costs and short-term econoreiarn, and these studies sometimes
provide an incomplete pictufé® The study by Richardson found that migrants create
employment opportunities by participating in thebdar force, rather than to

unemployment?®

Migration and the intake of refugees from Somaliesified and enhanced the skill level
of the Kenyan population, increased economies afesand fostered innovation and

flexibility.
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Migrants and refugees are often entrepreneurialhaeg face the need to set up and
establish themselves in a new environnféhhey arrived with individual and collective
skills, experiences and motivations that createdv rnmusinesses and employment
opportunities that led to positive direct and irdirfiscal effect3’® A good illustration of
the entrepreneurial trait that Somali refugee atsiwften had on Kenyan urban economies
is evident since the collapse of the Siyad Barginme in 1991. Most wealthy people
running business in Eastleigh and some other udraas of Kenya are people whose

families had originally come to the country as gefes>®

Most Somali migrants to Kenya are poor, but theeeaso wealthy individuals, mainly
with own resources, who came with cash readilylakibé either in hand or in foreign
bank accounts for large investments. Two factoeratterize their business activities in
Kenya. First, they operated largely outside thenfreconomy of the country. Secondly,
they relied heavily, but not exclusively, on clan lanship networks of trust in their
business dealings. The limited business activitias occurred in the formal sector were in

hotels, real estate, restaurants and transporsirnesf>’

Somali migrants and refugees in particular, havested and transformed Eastleigh into a
bustling commercial centre. They have bought uesdial blocks and rapidly converted
them into modern retail outlets. Many Somali liviig Western and Middle Eastern
countries have been attracted by the business wynities in Kenya. Most of the
investment centres on family-owned businesses thailso extends to real estate. Many
entrepreneurs who began in the informal economy lexpanded their businesses, turning
them into contemporary shopping malls, operatingidiemn the formal economy. The
economic transformation of Eastleigh has brouglemandous competition to the
marketplace, driving down the cost of goods andises?** Somali entrepreneurs have
introduced new concepts of business in Nairobitelxd of going to a bank, preparing a

business plan and asking for a loan, as in the plasse entrepreneurs now prepare a

217 Kofman, E.,Women Migrants and Refugees in the European Un@onference paper for The
Economic and Social Aspects of Migration, 200@p://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/15/2/15515792.pdf.
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219 Oral interview, Ibrahim Ali Jumale, Eastleigh, Kabi, 10/02/2013.

220 Earah Abdulsamed, “Somali Investment in Kenysftica Programmg March 2011 | AFP BP 2011/02

221 Olesen, J.W., and C. Svamapport fra fact-finding mission til Nairobi, Kenyag Middle
Shabelleregioneromalia Udleendingestyrelsen/Statens Invandrerverk, Kademhl999.
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business plan, sell shares and implement the profett is widely believed that Somalis
might fare rather poorly in farming or fishing kihiey are excellent business people. For
centuries they had trade links with Asian marketd ¢he African countries on Indian
Ocean coast. Many were also working in the Aralaf countries. For many Kenyans

the arrival of the first wave of refugees was abieg in disguise.

Some of these refugees and migrants were seas@usilst with links with Asian markets
and Arabian Gulf employment opportunities. Except $ome Kenyan of Asian origin
these opportunities were unknown to the vast ntgjari the other Kenyans. The new
Somali migrants played invaluable role in introchgrithe Kenyans to the Asian trade
centers and to the Arabian Gulf labor market. Keisyare now more appreciated than the
Somalis themselves and considered more hard-workintgmore cost effective than the
Somalis. One clear example is that Kenya Airwaygubeoperating for the first time in
that market with ever increasing number of daiigHts after the arrival of the Somalis. As
regarding the trade, the booming of goods and lestiof every kind, with very
competitive prices began flooding Eastleigh, witlstomers all over Kenya and some
even from neighboring countries. Due to the stifinpetition from the Somalis and other
Kenyan new-comers in the field, many Asian Kenyahgted from import trade to
manufacturing and other productive sectors non gedydy the Somalis for the moment, a

shift that is very beneficial to the economy of toeintry.

5.4 Migration and Resource Transfers: Remittancesot Migrants and Refugees

Financial remittances to Somalis living outside ¥a&is perhaps the outstanding feature of
the Somali migrants’ economy, for remittances hdrey been crucial to the Kenyan
economy. Today, the new Somali diaspora in the Wastassumed a very important role
as a source of remittances to family members livngenyan urban areas or in refugee
camps in Kenya. The Somalis who went to work toGldf States during the 1970s began
to send back remittances to their relatives livingsomalia, using the so-callécanco-

valuta

222 Bradbury, M., and V. Coultan, “Somalia: Inter-AggnFlood Response Operation Phase I”, an
evaluation sponsored by the governments of SwadigA, and UK, July, 1998.
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For instance, people from the 1970s in particuldized this system, in which foreign
exchange was transferred to traders who would impoemmodities for the Kenyan -

Somali markets, and then give the cash to the fasnilf the migrant&®

This system, together with the practice of migraa#ling close to fellow clans-people in
Kenya, contributed to a strengthening of clan idgrdommon to clans in North Eastern
urban areas. The system was crucial for the pravisi foreign exchange, and enabled
Somali families in Kenya to import consumer good&cording to Marchal, rough
estimates suggest that around US$300 million wasttesd annually from the late 1970s
and during the 1980s, equivalent to about 40 petr aethe GNP of the entire Somalia at
that time??* The franco-valutasystem was officially banned in 1982. It was argtheat
the money was misuse by financing illegal purchabearms which undermined the

security of North Eastern and Somali governnféht.

The ban had little effect as it only led to a ngwtem. The Hawilad system evolved which
did not involve a trader, but still provided handrrency which was used to support the
economic life of the Somalis living in Kenyan urbareas. The Hawilad system evolved
during the 1980s and into the 1990s, where renué&siwere transferred to the armed
guerrillas some who were operating in from Kenyarritories who eventually helped

overthrew the Siyad Barre regime. This would léead to Somali involvement and spread
of efficient telecommunication companies in postaggse Somalid®® Today, there are

several Hawilad companies having branches in Na&od other urban centres wherever

in the world Somalis live, and scattered all ovem@lia.

Through this network, a Somali can transfer momeg family member inside Kenya and
Somalia within minutes on online basis. It is thesmefficient and safest way of
transferring money to Kenya and to Somalia, anchethe international NGOs use it

extensively.

223 Waldron, S., and N.A. Has@@omali Refugees in the Horn of Africa: State ofAhelLiterature Review
Nordiske Afrikainstitutet, 1995.

224 Marchal, R.Final Report on the Post Civil War Somali Busin€$ass Paris: European Commission,
Somalia Unit, 1996.

225 |hid., p. 25

226 30akim GundelThe Migration-Development Nexus: Somalia Case $t0dford: Blackwell Publishers
Ltd., 2002, pp. 268-273.

88



The companies do work across clans, but also maiataertain minimum clan bias. The
Xawilad system has become a strategic asset ngt iontevelopment of the Somali
refugee economy in Kenya but also in the civil vemonomy, and is still the most
important social safety net for most Somalis, eva#el by the initial temporary effects of
the US shutdown of the Baraakaat Company in coforeciith the war against

terrorism?’ That shutdown initially halted the normal flow dfe remittances with

Security Council Resolution for a short period bef@people organized themselves in

setting up new remittance companies to fill the ga@ serve the needs of the market.

The source of remittances kept on changing dutiegwar. For instance, in the 1980s, it
was primarily migrant workers in the Gulf Statesl @audi Arabia who dominated. Later
the Somalis living in the UK, Italy and the ent®mali in the diaspora became very
significant in terms of remittances. After the aetdik of civil war, conflict-related refugee
flows to Western Europe and Northern America chdntpe remittance pattern. Thus, a
result of the civil war was the growth of the diasgpand the volume of remittances. The
civil war related migrations led to families settji in Kenya including women and
children, while their husbands or male migrant veoskmoved to European countries
seeking work to support the families which hadleetin Kenyan urban are4$. The
Somali exiles live mostly of welfare allowancesttwzere intended to meet their most
basic needs. The Somalis having very strong fatids/would send some of the money to

their families living in Somalia and Kenyan urbaeas and refugees camps.

According to surveys made by the International LabOrganization (ILO) in 1985, the

165,000 to 200,000 Somalis living in the Middle Eaarned $700 million dollars a year,
of which approximately 30 per cent $280 to $370lionil dollars, according to estimates
was sent back to their relatives living in Kenyaban areas and their native country of
Somalia. Annual remittances were very hfghAccording to a survey conducted by

Ismail Ahmed, a mean household receipt of remiganper annum was nearly

227UNDP,Human Development Repoew York: UNDP, 2001.

228 Ahmed, L.I., “Remittances and their economic intpagost-war Somaliland”, iDisasters
24(4), 2000, pp. 380-389.

UNDP,Human Development Repoktew York: UNDP, 2001.
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US$4,176% during the years 1999-2000. This is by far abdeeearning of most Kenyan
population meaning that most Somalis would be g\arlife better than most Kenyans.

Historically, remittances were used to finance comgtion as the foreign currency of the
remittance was used to import consumer goods. &u#nt observations show a new trend
where remittance money is invested in small busiee®r real estate. Today, however, it
is clear that remittances have become a dominahirk of the Somali people’s economy,
and are crucial for household livelihoods and foolpg resources or raising capital for
business ventures. Although remittances have bectbeneritical source of hard currency
for the country, the precise value of this econasifficult to calculate for several
reasons. First, there is no reliable data on the ef the Somali diaspora. Second, the
remittance companies are reluctant to report theuats transferred. Finally, remittances
are transferred in different forms and throughetight channels, as cash or goods in kind,

through remittance companies, through merchantsyrough relative$®*

The structural effects on development of the reandes are limited. Thus, remittances
were primarily used for consumption, to investealrestate and housing, for marriage, for
trade, for family or clan support. UNDP Somaliairestes that most remittances to
households fall in the range of US$50-$100 per momind find that the flow of

remittances increase in times of economic stragsngl droughts, or in response to inter-
clan warfare. The positive aspect of increasingsaorption through remittances was that
this did improve the real balance of payments amabked imports of capital goods and
raw materials for industrial production. The higtvél of consumption and imported
goods, however, left only little surplus for capt@nerating investments, while the
demand on consumer goods increased inflation asbdgouup wage levels in Somali and

Kenyan urban areds?

So, the immediate positive effects in terms of mgaghe effects of rising oil prices and
increasing living standards turned into negatifeat$ in the long run as they were spent

on non-productive investments, which increased wdgecy and eroded incentives for

230 Macharia Kinuthia, 2003. Migration in Kenya and Impact on The Labor Market; Paper prepared for
Conference on African Migration in Comparative Pexdive, Johannesburg, South Africa, 2003.

21 j0akim GundelThe Migration-Development Nexus: Somalia Case $t0dford: Blackwell Publishers
Ltd., 2002, pp. 268-273.

232 Oral interview, George Kamau, Eastleigh, NairoBi1/2013.
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production. Some positive effects did come ouneafeases in trade, but these did not have
the same long-term effects, such as investmentproductive sector. On the other hand,
remittances in Nairobi in recent years have beeedukess for consumption and
unproductive investments, but instead contribuigdifscantly to the growth of a vibrant

private sectof>?

Remittances have also contributed to unequal dpuedot as areas with bigger numbers
of outside migrants receive more remittances amgeguent income compared to others
with less community members in the diaspora. Téia very important aspect although it
is not sufficiently reflected in most of the availa studies because the prime focus of
most of the studies on the Somalis are on the @®omali migrants proper and only their
practices in terms of development effedfsThus, the existing studies often only concern
the nomadic Somalis, and far less the agro-pagttsaRahanwein and Digil people,
Gosha, Bantus, and other minorities such as thavigari/Bajuni cultures along the coast
and the same ethnic group members in Kenya. Athese groups do not seem to have
been in a position to travel outside Africa in Smle of the other Somafi¥ But, some
did seek refuge in Kenya and to the outside wofitNevertheless, remittances do play the
role of a social safety net, preventing economitapse in the face of setbacks such as

drought and recurring host governmental bans egalltrade.

Another socio-economic factor that must be takéo aonsideration when discussing the
effect of migration of the Somali people to Kenyaban areas is the trade of gaat (Mira).
The Somali migrants to Kenya have used signifiggrtentage of remittances to finance
the import of the mild drugaat No reliable figures exist how much is spendgaat, but

estimates put the annual amount at more than US$iloen.?*’
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This is a considerable amount which has playedyade on development not only to the
urban economy but also to the rural economy whaet $ produced or traded in Kenya.
Mira is also exported by air to the UK and fromrthemuggled to other parts of Europe
and USA where this product is banned by law. BotinaMmporters and consumers in
these countries are mainly Somali migrants. Newneges, based on the yearly cost and
air freight of this drug to the main cities in Sdraas calculated at about 200 million
Dollars. In the eyes of most Somalis both at homia the diaspora, this is unacceptable
in terms of economy and social dimensions. Sincei€scientifically considered a drug
many western countries have criminalized its us@éir countries and others are hoped to
follow suit. This would be highly beneficial aswill make crucial resources available for
productive socio-economic destinations in both S@mmand would also free the Qat
producing land in Kenya and Ethiopia for the prdauc of the much needed food and

other essential crops.

5.5 Somali Immigrants and Kenyan GDP

Kenya stands out as a safe haven for refugees Afrivan and beyond with statistics
placing the numbers at about one million. Aboutp@dcent of the refugees are living in
camps while the remaining 40 percent constitutetvibhanow commonly known as the
urban or even privileged refugees. A survey inte tttonomic activities of Somali
immigrants revealed that they are successful er@neprs, building businesses that not
only provide a living for their families but alseemploy members from the local Kenyan
community in good numbers. Far from being passieeipients of international
humanitarian aid, many Somalis have been ablertodwmbling urban environments into

centers of economic excellené&

Apart from changing the face of Eastleigh with mmdeonstructions and vibrant
businesses, the Somalis have also pumped a lotooeyninto the Kenyan economy
through other urban centres, for instance througbsseborder trade. Dhobley, for
example, is located along the Kenya-Somalia bordéf km from the port town of
Kismayo, and 90 km from the Dadaab refugee camp X9®l km from the Garissa
livestock market. The Kenyan side of the marketabed Liboi. Dobley is situated in the

south inland pastoral livelihood zone. It is aniactmarket transacting both formal and

238 Oral interview, Halima Hashi Warsamem Eastleighirdbo, 15/02/2013.
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informal trade for livestock, food and other gehemmmodities>>° Prominent refugees or
former refugees with connections with both sideshaf border play important role in

linking or engaging directly in this business.

The livestock market opens for business daily betw#0 am and 5 pm, while the food
and general commodities market operate between &mah® pm. The market is managed
by the Dobley town committee that regulates aceesisuse of the market facilities. Cross
border trade is important for food security on beitles of the border. Pastoralists sell
livestock, and use the proceeds to purchase cemseaigr and other household budgets.
Livestock trade and related activities also provigeomes to traders, livestock trackers
and transporters. The market is also an importanisit point for food import from
Kismayo to the Dadaab refugee camps then to Gari$satransportation of this food is a
source of livelihoods to laborers’ loaders and aaders at the border, transporters, money
exchangers, hotels and restaurants. Livestockdradtbin Dhobley market include cattle,
sheep and goats, camels and few donkeys. Howeattle,sheep and goats are the main
livestock species traded across the border fromdyahto the Kenyan market of Garissa
and Nairobi or Mombas#? With flux of Somali refugees and migrants to Nairoamel
meat and milk have become part of the daily disheshnany homes in Nairobi. It is
needless to mention the empirically researchedvasrttiwide ascertained nutritional and

medical value of these products.

The important food commodities traded across theldyoinclude imported rice, wheat
flour, sugar, vegetable oil, tea and pasta thatatse moved from Somalia into Kenya,
mainly targeting the Dadaab refugee camp and th@eb@rea inside Kenya. In addition,
locally produced hides and skins, salt and sesaimare also traded from Somalia into
Kenya. Other commodities include non-food itemghdp electronics, shoes, petrol and
kerosene, bottled drinking water and soap. Thereves increasing export of Mira, tea,
coffee, bottled water, kerosene, building matesalap, tea and coffee from Kenya into

Somalia®**

239 Oral interview, Abdulmalik Said Arrale, Eastleigtairobi, 15/02/2013.
240 Oral interview, Faduma Abdi Farax, Eastleigh, Khir 05/02/2013
241 Oral interview, Mohamed Naike Ali, Eastleigh, Nabi, 0302/2013
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According to the Kenya National Bureau of Statstaf 2011, the Kenyan exports to
Somalia has shown ever growing trend, departingnf@.6 billion Khs in 2004 to

staggering 12.00 billion in 2010 , a result tha&msong the best of the African economic
partners of Kenya. The return of peace to Somailliawark the beginning of a large scale
reconstruction which will involve physical materiah skills abundantly available in

Kenya and ready to boost further Kenyan exporSamalia.

Livestock, particularly cattle, sheep and goatsteaeked from different parts of southern
Somalia including Baidaba, Dinsor, Afmadow, Difatko, Qogani and Dobley area and
brought to Dobley market by Somali small scale @érad Cross-border traders or their
agents purchase livestock from the small scalestsant livestock producers in the market
and employ the services of trackers who move testock to Kenya, mainly targeting
Garissa market and Nairoli? Brokers facilitate exchange between buyer ancseihd

also verify whether the sellers are the actual o&néthe livestock being sold. Usually a
person who knows the seller acts as a guarantee. 8omali cattle export to Kenya was
very active also in the 1960s, when this cattlecexgvas the life line feeding the basic
input in the Mombasa Meat Factory. Kismayo area tsmaering Kenya is full of fish

which is sold in Mombasa. Some Kenyan fishermewels businessmen have it easy to
have partnership arrangement or sale agreemenis oeiinterpart Somalis in order to
organize fishing campaigns in Somali territorialteva and marketing the product in
Mombasa. While minor consumer items from Somaleasald in the refugee camps and
areas in north Eastern province areas, the oviesale balance is massively in favour of

Kenya?*®

5.6 Somali Immigrants and multicultural contributio n to Kenya

This section reviews the social and civic contiifbog made by Somali immigrants,
refugees and humanitarian groups working with reésg The review of this section
covers the multi-task participation in voluntegrithe way in which volunteering can act
as a pathway to paid work, the social capital tbhigees generate and the non-paid work
that humanitarian groups perform in their homes @mdmunities. There is evidence that

humanitarian groups made significant social an& @entributions to Kenya.

242 Oral interview, Yusuf Issa Haji, Eastleigh, Naitdd6/02/2013.
243 Oral interview, Mohamed Nur Abdullahi, Eastleid\girobi, 03/02/2013.
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Concerning the prevalence of non-paid and voluntesyk among refugee communities
reveals that informal volunteering where people @meviding community, family and
individual support to others in an unstructurediomanaged but nevertheless committed
way plays just as an important a role in buildirgial capital as does formal or more
recognizable forms of work. The non-remuneratedviigtis no less important if it is

carried out by an unmanaged volunteer outsidefofraal organizational structufé?*

The research found that volunteering was foundondyt to integrate refugee women into
broader society but also to provide the opportuftityrefugee women to view themselves
as actively shaping and improving society. The mtdry work provided important
benefits to refugee women who, for various reasovexe unable to undertake paid
employment, while simultaneously benefiting the aigations who were recipients of
their unpaid work. The research also noted voluimgecould enable access to resources
including job and training networks, social coniats and information unlikely to be
available to those outside of the organization.cBJowhile focusing on refugees’
participation in the labor market, education araning, did also collect information on
the role of voluntary work in the lives of refugeead communities where they are
hosted®* Volunteering is a way of contributing to civic $ety, garnering networks and
social capital and generating the initial pathwapaid employment.

Acknowledging the social capital of refugees is amant, as it refers to all activities
within a society that contributes to strengthenthg life of the communitg*® While
official definitions of volunteering may exclude paid work done in the home or within
families, social capital provided by refugees repris a significant portion of their
contribution to Kenyan economy. The social cagtad connections that refugees bring to

their community are powerful.

24 kerr, L, Savelsberg, H, Sparrow, S and TedmanBorE-xperiences and perceptions of volunteering in
Indigenous and non-English speaking background camities A joint project of the Department of
State Aboriginal Affairs, the South Australian Maitltural and Ethnic Affairs Commission,
Volunteering SA, the Unaipon School (University $A) and the Social Policy Research Group
(University of SA), Adelaide, 200lyww.unisa.edu.au/SPRG.

245 Bloch, A., “Refugees in the UK labour market: Tdenflict between economic integration and policy-
led labour market restrictionJournal of Sociology and Politic87, 2007, pp. 21-36.

246 Madkhul, D.,Supporting Volunteering Activities in Australian $fim Communities, particularly Youth
Australian Multicultural Foundation and VolunteagirAustralia, for the Department of Families,
Community Services and Indigenous Affairs, 2007,
http://www.volunteeringaustralia.org/files/8FF8XEMEB/AMF%20Muslim%20Y outh%20Volunteer-
final%20with%20cover.pdf.
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These community links, or social bridges, can beeltged in a number of ways,
including through social contacts in neighborhoads through engaging in voluntary
activities?*” These social connections and networks, partiguldidse that include host

country members, contribute significantly to pastsettlement outcomes.

This positive impact is not only social but alsagircal; the connections can help when
seeking employment. The critical role of socialitapand, in particular, bridging social
capital between refugee populations and mainstreaoiety needs to be recognized as
valuable by governments and built into economic andial policies for both refugee
communities as well as for the wider Kenyan comryfff While existing information
about the educational and labor force outcomeshefchildren of refugees is limited,
available sources point to above average ratesiafess in education and employment,
consistent with the successes achieved by chiloif@n-humanitarian migrants. In terms
of employment almost every Somali family employ® ¢fenyan to assist the housewives

and, as per Somali culture, they respected andd=resl as part of the family.

In addition to Eastleigh, the Somali migrant comityunecently opened in the center of
Nairobi about a dozen highly regarded restauraetsirsy Somali-Kenyan-European
dishes that are highly appreciated by the Kenyawyridts and Somali customers.
Understanding each other’s culture in food, dréxsgdition and culture will bring the

people of the two nations closer to each other.usllly beneficial business relations,
understanding and appreciating ones neighboringtopwill result in

common interest, cooperation and mutually bendfieéation at the state and peoples

levels.

241 Atfield, G, Brahmbhatt, K and O'Toole, TRefugees’ experiences of integratidritish Refugee
Council and University of Birmingham, UK, 2007,
http://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/policy/position0Integration_work.htm.
48 Miralles-Lombardo, B, Miralles, J and Golding, Breating learning spaces for refugees: the role of
multicultural organisations in AustraliaNational Centre for Vocational Education Resea?€l98,
http://www.ncver.edu.au/research/proj/nr5L07s.doc.
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5.7 Conclusion

This chapter indicates that Somali immigrants afdgees who settled in Kenya have had
a profound impact in enhancing the nation’s soataltural and economic life. Their
resettlement has played a crucial role in inteamat efforts to provide protection to
persons whose life, liberty, safety and other funeiatal rights were at risk. It has also
enabled Kenya to tangibly demonstrate its inteomatl solidarity with the mostly poor and
vulnerable members of society and hosting the ntgjaf the refugees of the area.
Kenyans have also learnt to explore and exploit meays to utilize better the huge
potential that refugees have to enrich the nafidre chapter has shown that the Somali
immigrants and refugees make substantial contobatito Kenya expanding consumer
markets for local goods, opening new markets, Imipngin new skills, creating
employment and filling empty employment niches. fEhenay be short-term costs as
refugees are resettled and adjust to their nevosndings but once successful integration
has occurred refugees are able to quickly make goeent cultural, social and economic
contributions and infuse vitality, humanitarian wes and multiculturalism into the

communities into which they are resettled.

Refugees in Kenya and humanitarian entrants hauadfcsuccess in every field of
endeavor, including the arts, sports, media, resediusiness and civic and community
life. Refugees’ stories are extremely diverse, h@me there are some commonly
mentioned ingredients for success including havivagl community support; feeling
motivated to give back to society; and having asces training, English classes,
mentoring and cultural, sporting and volunteerirgivities. Migration and intake of
refugees can diversify and enhance the skill lef¢he population, increase economies of
scale and foster innovation and flexibility. Somafimigrants and refugees are often
entrepreneurial as they face the need to set up establish themselves in a new
environment. The efforts of Somali diasporas ndy drenefit Kenya but often also their
homelands. Outward remittances by migrants andgesfsi from Europe and elsewhere

enabled pumping money into the Kenyan economy.
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These remittances represent a significant developmesource to these countries. The
positive impact of refugees has also been espgdalll in regional and rural Kenya. In
recent times rural areas have experienced larde departures in population resulting in
skills losses, lack of local entrepreneurship, bess closures and the loss of social capital
and services. Successful regional and rural refugsettlement programs have helped
plug some population gaps, supply much-needed @hdistimulate economic growth and

services delivery.

More generally, the young age profile of humangarentrants makes a very positive
contribution to a labor market in which new retse®w need new labor force entrants to

replace them.

Another positive factor of the Somali connectiorthe multitude traffic of Somalis using
Nairobi as travelling and transit route to and frBomalia as connection with Europe and
America. This implies airline ticket sales, hotatsl other services that generate income to
Kenya and social interaction. After all, it is theman interactions in business of diverse
nature, at schools, health centers, tourism at stadl individual citizens’ levels that create
reciprocal value and interest that cement a comardreakable bond between societies

and nations as the ones now clearly developingdmiienya and Somalia.
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CHAPTER SIX
CONCLUSION

A number of issues have been discussed in thisegrojincluding the historical
antecedents of the Somali people, colonial and-galshial governments and other
aspects of that related to the conflict withesse8amalia. In the main, it has been shown
that Somalia has had many problems that led tolicotthat pushed the Somalis out of
their country. Having passed through the eras tntal dismemberment and partition of
the Somali people, dictatorial government of Sifadre and now struggling with recent
factional conflicts legacy and religious extremisting country seems to be still far to
realize the stability needed to stop the out-flofsite people. While it is true that the
conflict in the country had negative effects on 8wmalis, other countries seem to have
economically benefited from the conflict in Somalia the specific case of Kenya,

relations passed through different phases:

In the beginning of the last century the Britishloowal administration halted the
movement of the pastoral Somalis to the west ofaTRiver. They were accused of
poaching elephants and refusing to pay taxes. Semslwell as other Hamitic groups of
Northern Frontier District (NFD) were not importénot the colonial purposes which were
dealing at that time with only economy, polity aaaministration. For reducing further the
Somali problem and securing the friendship of IRfitain ceded to Italy big chunk of the
Kenyan colony inhabited by the Somalis with a esgned in London on i5July 1924.
Art 9 of that treaty sanctioned that “the two goweents undertake to prevent any
migration of Somalis or other natives across the frentier”. After the cession of that
area known as Jubaland with Kismayo as its capitalrest of NFD was declared a closed
district and administered separate from the resKefiya. After the independence of
Kenya in 1963, the people of the area favored umitih Somalia and with strong support
from Somalia they waged guerilla warfare, the stiedaShifta war, with disastrous
outcome in terms of lives and development. The ladnfended with the 1967
Memorandum of Arusha on normalization of Kenya-Sleneelations and end of border
disputes. The conflict hindered any tangible migrator cooperation for many years. It
also hindered every kind of development of the Spmhabited North Eastern part of
Kenya (NFD).

99



But sometimes tragedies produce blessings in santexts. The civil war in Somalia,
despite its devastation, changed the history ofeélaions between Somalia versus Kenya
and Ethiopia. Beginning from the early months 0®1.%he civil war was in full scale and
people were escaping for safety of their lives #rar families but doors were shut on
their face by many parts of the world especiallg til rich Arab countries with which
Somalia was linked with traditional relations andmmmon membership of the Arab

League Organization.

The nearest and the only remaining alternative twaburst the borders of Kenya and
Ethiopia. With open hearts and hands they welcormaed and assisted with their meager
resources millions of refugees some in camps amadbliexy others to begin new life in
urban areas. In Kenya the pressure was heavy wétbulk of the refugees coming in
waves from sea, land and air. Many settled andeueit the society, contributing to the
economic and social development of Kenya. Othevsgeded to Europe or America but
they always remained grateful to that beautifuldiamd its lovely people who enabled
them to stand on their feet and take off into tteife during the stormy days. This is why
some of them bring their families back from Eur@peAmerica to educate and raise their
children with African culture and tradition in Kemywhile many others come back to

establish business ventures or for many other nsaso

The economic recession and cultural and securitgems in many Western countries is
also creating xenophobia and opposition to foreiggrants which strongly revives a

sense of belonging to the roots in the former Sohmheland. Kenya is the closest and
most connected country to Somalia and that is itapbrto the Somali migrants’ social

and psychological wellbeing.

The journey towards an effective government in S@na far from being attainable; the

road leading thereto is rather narrow and longotihher words, amidst the conflicts,

uncertainties and confusion associated with theéesysthere is economic benefit for

Kenya despite the security risks associated with pinesence and flux of massive
uncontrollable Somali migration. As indicated i tharlier discussions, some immigrants

and refugees that crossed to Kenya came alongastthomic benefits and talents.
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The study has therefore served to add knowledgéhdohistory of Somalia, added
knowledge on the push factors that forced the Sisrat of their country and added voice
to the ongoing discussions on the refugee crisikgccountries in the Horn of Africa. It is
not a conclusion in itself, but both an addition &amd a summation of, whatever has
already been discussed on this subject that isatriecthe future solution to the refugee
problem. In tandem with this concern, the study iHaminated the socio-economic and
political effects of Somali migrants to Kenya. Tit@v of Somali diaspora from Western
countries to Kenya shows that migration can comtiafier resettlement through different
countries and that socio-cultural factors play imgat role that motivate the Somalis in

their migration choice.

While the focus has largely been on the econometits, it should be recalled that there
are other benefits associated with the Somali migrgpresence in Kenya as social,
cultural and political closeness are boosted.

Some of the push factors discussed include, butnatelimited to conflict, historical
factors, poverty, internal and international canflj civil disobedience, foreign
interference and poor governance all played a ioldriving the Somalis out of their

country.

Historical factors have played a fundamental raleshaping the conflict in Somalia. For
example, foreign invasion subjected Somalis totjgal, economic and social domination.
Besides tampering with the socio-economic and ipalitfabrics of the societies, it was
characterized by conflict. One would therefore arginat Europeans and foreign
interventions and manipulations bear part of thaara of the conflict affecting not only

Somalia but the entire continent.

Civil wars and conflicts also have a hand in pugHfomalis out of their country. Peace
and stability are a prerequisite for economic groand development of a country. Sadly,
a wave of atrocities continues to rock Somalia atediy. These conflicts not only violate
the peoples’ economic and human rights, but alsoswme a large percentage of

countries’ national budgets and resources.
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As a result of civil wars and conflicts, resouragkich would otherwise be spent on
strengthening the welfare of the people are modierted to military and security

concerns. Adverse socio-economic conditions hase affected Somalia in many ways.
Some of the adverse socio-economic conditions @fiigthe country are poor economies,
inadequate infrastructure, poor or inexistent matioinstitutions, poverty and diseases,
lack of quality education, famine and attendantdfebortage and the persistent lack of
adequate socioeconomic policies, absence of reamnodiation among the clans and
continuation of hostilities between some commusitiand lack of post conflict

development or public policies that create emplaymécome generation or hope in

future to recover from devastation of the civil war

Poverty in Somalia has also translated to pusheupie out of the country. The problem
is evident from the fact that about one fifth of tRomalis are out of their country as either
migrants or refugees. With regard to culture asnaibiting factor, it should be pointed

out that the research achieved its aim and obgdwillustrating the factors that pushed
the Somalis out of their country and those factbet attracted them to Kenyan urban

areas.

In the past a big portion of the national budgdtSomalia was spent on defense and
military purposes. The dream was “unity of the Shrpaople under one flag”. The
present and future dream now is: “Wellbeing of 8wenali people whichever flag they are
under”. The bitter memories of bad treatment amdiation of basic human rights during
the so called Shifta years cannot keep the Sompaié®ners of the past. Things have
dramatically changed to the better and the Kenyamali community now enjoys equal
rights with other Kenyans in terms of public powbare and perceived importance as the
fifth or sixth largest ethnic group in the Kenyamiily.

This, combined with the brotherly Kenyan treatmandl care of the Somali refugees and
migrants during and after the civil war, the sace$ of the Kenyan people and military
personnel in fighting and defeating extremist gsoip Somalia and the flow of Somali
migrants from Somalia and elsewhere that are daritrig in the economic, social and
cultural development of Kenya - will all inevitgbtontribute to a win-win situation and
positively impact on future good neighborhood, carapion and a multifaceted integration

between the two brotherly countries. It is in thpsrit that even families with comfortable
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life in Europe and North America, when disenchamgtth culture or social conditions in
these countries, come back to Kenya for the edutati their children. Kenya is also the
preferred destination of many Somalis for busintas;ism, health care, transit and many

other reasons.

Realistically, however, the above positive and psimg picture is heavily challenged by
serious security concerns, environmental presdoréise areas of the refugee camps and
competition of the Somali urban refugees and o8wenali migrants with the locals on the
already strained public services. Local, regionad aternational efforts are needed to
tackle these thorny issues. Up to the present time, magnetic attraction of Somali
migration to Kenya seems relentless. Kenya is #Hisoclosest country and easiest land,

sea and air reach, which makes Kenya an ideal “Hoeae Home” to the Somalis.

103



References
Primary Sources:

Oral Interviews

Ali Mohamed Yassin, Nairobi. 03/02/2013
Mohamed Abdi Issa, Nairobi, 05/02/2013
Noor Ali Sudi, Nairobi, 03/02/2013

Lul Ali Issa, Nairobi 05/02/2013

Mursal Nur Farah, Nairobi, 03/02/2013

Said Adan Abo, Nairobi, 05/02/2013

Maryam Ali Abdi, Nairobi, 03/02/2013
Mohamed Noor, Nairobi, 03/02/2013
Mohammed Naik, Nairobi, 03/02/2013

Abdi Omar Jama, Nairobi, 05/02/2013

Ubah Yasin, Nairobi, 13/02/2013

George Kamau, a resident of Nairobi, 03/02/2013
Mohamed Jama Issa, Nairobi, 10/02/2013
Yusuf Issa Haji, Nairobi, 06/02/2013

Haji Abdi Issa, Nairobi, 05/02/2013

Faduma Abdi Farah, Nairobi, 05/02/2013
Nureddin Abdullahi Ali, Nairobi, 10/02/2013
Asha Farah Elmi, Nairobi, 10/02/2013
Yassin Dubbad Ali, Nairobi, 10/02/2013
Sheikh Ahmed Nur Farah, Nairobi, 13/02/2013
Haji Said Obokor, Nairobi, 13/02/2013
Ismael Yusuf Einab, Nairobi, 13/02/2012
Ibrahim Ali Jumale, Nairobi, 10/02/2013
Fatah Gedi Allale, Nairobi, 10/02/2013

Deria Kulmiye Ali, Nairobi, 13/02/2013

Ali Ossoble Abdi, Nairobi, 15/02/2013
Halima Hashi Warsame, Nairobi, 15/02/2013
Abdulcadir Omar Muhiddin, Nairobi, 15/02/2013
Jeilani Abu Sharif Ali, Nairobi, 15/02/2013
Abdulmalik Said Arrale, Nairobi, 15/02/2013

104



Secondary Sources: Books, Articles and Internet.

Al-Sharmani, Mulki. (2007) “Diasporic Somalis in i@a The Poetics and Practices of
Soomaalinimo,”from Mogadishu to Dixon: The Somali Diaspora in #oltal
Context, Ed. Abdi M. Kusow and  Stephanie R. Bjork, Trentdw]: The Red
Sea Press, Inc., pp. 71 — 94.

Andrzejewski, B.W., (1964)The position of the Galla in the Cushitic languaGeoup”,
in Journal of Semitic studiepp .135-138.

Aristide, Zolberg, Astri Suhrke, and Sergio Aguayt®89), Escape from Violence:
Conflict and the Refugee Crisis in the Developingrld/ New York: Oxford
University Press, 1989.

Arye Oded, (2000)slam and Politics in Kenyd.ondon, Lynne Rienner Publishers

Assal, Munzoul A. M. (2005slamer i Norge“Somalis and Sudanese in Norway and the
guestion of religious authenticity,” Markussen |, Irene and Richard Natvig
(eds.), Uppsala: Swedish Science Press.

Assal, Munzoul A. M. (2004%ticky labels or rich ambiguities; Diaspora and tteages
of homemaking for Somalis and Sudanese in Ngridaggen: BRIC/University of
Bergen, pp. 30-57.

Asowaju, A.l. (1985)Partitioned Africans: Ethnic relations Across Afiis International
Boundaries  1885-1984ew York: St. Martins Press.

Atfield, G, Brahmbhatt, K and O’'Toole, T. (200Refugees’ experiences of integration
British Refugee Council and University of Birmiragh, UK.
http://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/policy/positio27/Integration_work.htm

Bartel, Ann P. and Marianne J. Koch, (1991) “Ingdrligration of U.S. Immigrants,” In
Immigration, Trade, and the Labour Marketdited by J. M. Abowd and R. B.
Freeman, Chicago: University of Chicago Press gf-134.

Berry, J. and Kim U. and Boski P. (1988) “Psyclgital acculturation of immigrants”, in
Y. Y. Kim and W. B. Gudykunst (Eds.Cross-cultural adaptation: Current
approaches, International and intercultural comnuation annualVol. 11,
Newbury Park, CA: Sage, pp. 62-89.

Berry, J. W. (1997) Immigration, acculturation aadaptation Applied Psychology: an
International Reviewd6, pp. 5-68.

Bloch, A., (2007) “Refugees in the UK labour mark€he conflict between economic
integration and policy-led labour market restriatia Journal of Sociology and
Politics, 37, pp. 21-36.

Buckley, Francis H, (1996) “The Political Economyf émmigration Policies,”
International Review of Law and Economits, pp. 81 -99.

105



Campbell E. H., (2006)rban Refugees in Nairobi: Problems of Protectittechanisms
of Survival and Possibilities for Integratip@xford University press.

Centre for Law and Research International (CLARIO{P02)Report on corruption in
government offices in KenyRublished by Claripress Limited Nairobi.

Coplan, D B., (2001) “A River Runs Through It: TMeaning of the Lesotho-Free State
Border”. African Affairs Vol. 100, pp. 81-116.

Creswell, John W. (2003esearch design: Qualitative, quantitative and mhireethods
approachessecond edition, London: Thousand Oaks London Pudngs

Davenport, Christian, Will Moore and Steven Po&0@ “Sometimes You Just Have to
Leave: Threat and Refugee Movements, 1964-=1988rnational Interactions,
29(1), pp. 27-55.

Day, Kate and Paul White, (2002Fhoice or circumstance: The UK as the location of
asylum applications by Bosnian and Somali refuge@go-Journal 55, pp. 15-26.

Emirbaryer, Mustafa and Ann Mische,998) “What is Agency?”American Journal of
SociologyVol. 103, No. 4, pp. 962 — 1023.

Evergeti, Venetia and Elisabetta Zontini, (2006)tfdduction: Some Critical Reflections
on Social Capital, Migration and Transnational Hawj” Ethnic and Racial
Studie=29, pp.1025-1039.

Farah, Nuruddin, (2000yesterday, tomorrow: voices from the Somali diagpbondon
and New York: Cassell, pp. 27-53.

Featherstone, M. and Lash, S. (1995)obalization, Modernity and the Spatialization of
Social Theory: An Introductidnin M. Featherstone, S. Lash, R. Robertson. feds.
Global Modernities, London: Sage.

Fletcher, M., (1999Migrant Settlement: A review of the literature aitsl relevance to
New Zealandyellington: New Zealand Immigration Service.

Ford Richard (1997)Mending Rips in the Sky: Options for Somali Comutiesiin the
21st CenturylLawrenceville, NJ and Asmara: Red Sea Press.

Franke, S., (2009yleasurement of Social Capital: Social Capital aBublic Policy Tool,
Reference Document for Public Policy Reseakvelopment, and Evaluation
PRI Project, Canada.

Franklin, Goza, (2007) “The Somali Presence inUhded States: A Socio-Economic and
Demographic Profile,” irfrom Mogadishu to Dixon: The Somali Diaspora in a
Global Contexted. Abdi M. Kusow and Stephanie R. Bjork, Trentdd: The Red
Sea Press.

106



Fuglerud, @Qivind, (1999)ife on the outside: the Tamil diaspora and longtaince
nationalism London: Pluto Press, pp. 34-36.

Gassem Mariam Arif (1994Hostages: The People Who Kidnapped ThemsdWeaasybi:
Central Graphics Services.

Gersony, Robert, “Why Somalis Flee,” August 1989qgaoted in Africa WatctSomalia:
A Governmenat War with Its Own People: Testimonies About tliénl§ and the
Conflict in the North,New York: Human Rights Watch, January 1990, pp.-217
218.

Gibbs N. David, (2000)‘Realpolitik and Humanitarian Intervention: The Gasof
Somalia,” in International Politics 37, pp. 41-55.

Giddens, A. (1990The Consequences of ModerniBambridge: Polity.

Griffiths, David J., (2000jFragmentation and consolidation: contrasting casgsSomali
and Kurdish refugees in LondonJpurnal of Refugee Studiek3(3), pp. 281-302.

Gundel, J., (2002yhe Migration-Development Nexus: Somalia Case Statlyrnational
Migration, vol. 40(5) Oxford: Blackwell Publishers Ltd. pp&273

Haas, Ernst B., (1967) 'International Integratibhe European and the Universal Process',
International Organizatiori5(4), pp. 366-392.

Harper, Mary (2012)Getting Somalia wrong? Faith, war and hope in atsfrad state
New York/London, Zed Books.

Harris, H., (2004)The Somali community in the UK: What we know awogvfwe know
it”, The Information Centre about Asylum and Refegean the UK(ICAR),
London

Horst, C. (2006Buufis amongst Somalis in Dadaab: the transnatioaad historical
logic behind resettlement dreamgg@urnal of Refugee Studiek9(2), pp 144-157..

Horst, Cindy, (2007) “The Somali Diaspora in Minpehs: Expectations and Realities,”
In From Mogadishu to Dixon: The Somali Diaspora in b Context Ed. Abdi
M. Kusow and Stephanie R. Bjork, Trenton, NJ: Resl Sea Press Inc., pp.
275 - 294.

Hussein M. Adam, (1998) “Somalia: Personal Rulelittddy Rule and Militarism,” in
Eboe Hutchful and Abdoulaye Bathily (edsThe Military and Militarism in
Africa, Dakar: CODESRIA Book Series,

Jacobsen Karen, (2009he Economic Life of Refuged¢ew York: Kumarian Press, and
Goldenberg, T. (2006) Urban Somali refugees calldlés little Mogadishu home
http://news.monstersandcritics.com/africa/featamtisle,1233394.php/urban_
somali_refugees_call_Nairobis_little_mogadishu_home

107



Jeffrey Clark, (1993) “Debacle in Somalia: failufthe collective Response”, in a Lori F.
Damrosch edEnforcing Restraint; Collective intervention in enbal conflicts
New York: Council on foreign Relations Press, pp-2Q.1.

Kefa M. Otiso, (2009“Kenya in the Crosshairs of Global Terrorism: Fiing Terrorism
at the Periphery’Kenya Studies RevieWolume 1, Number 1, December.

Kenyan Somali Islamist Radicalisation (2012) PoBrefing, International Crisis Group
Africa Briefing N°85, Nairobi/Brussels, 25 January.

Kisiang’ani Emmanuel/Kenya: Mombasa Republican Council - Liberators ascent
Radical Fanatics?” Institute for Security Studiééshwane/Pretoria. Available at
http://allafrica.comktories/201206270319.html viewed on 30 June 2012.

Kliest, N. (2004)Nomads, sailors and refugees: A century of Somajration, Sussex
Migration Working Paper no. 23, Sussex University

Kofman, E., (2003 Women Migrants and Refugees in the European UrGamference
paper for The Economic and Social Aspects of Migra
http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/15/2/15515792.pdf

Kyle, D & John Dale, (2008)Smuggling the State Back In: Agents of Human Srmgggl
Reconsideredop. 563-569 in S. Khagram and P. Levitt (edeng Transnational
Studies Reader: Intersections and Innovatikmwsdon: Routledge, 2008.

Kyle, D & Christina A Siracusa, (2005) “Seeing tBtate Like a Migrant: Why So Many
Non-Criminals Break Immigration Laws”. Pp. 153-1in6W. van Schendel and I.
Abraham lllicit Flows and Criminal Things: States, Bordeemd the Other Side of
Globalisation Bloomington: Indiana University Press.

Lewis, I. M., (2004)*Visible and Invisible Differences: The Somali Pdox”, in Africa:
Journal of the InternationalAfrican Institute, Vol. 74, No. 4, pp. 489-515,
Published by: Cambridge University Press on bebflhe International African
Institute Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stablBE5839 .Accesse®9/10/2012.

Lewis, I.M, (1961)A Pastoral Democracy: A study of pastoralism antitige among the
Northern Somalis of the Horn of Africeondon.

Lewis, I.M, (2002) A Modern History of the Somakthens: Ohio University press

Lewis loan M., (1997) preface to Somalia Delegati®pared from the Spear: Traditional
Somali Behaviour in Warfar&airobi: International Committee of the Red Cross.

Lewis .M and Goldsmith K.L.G (1958A preliminary Investigation of the Blood Groups
of the “Sab” Bondsmen of Northern Somalilandi manvol. LVII, PP.188-190.

Lewis, H., (1966): “The Origins of the Galla andn&adi”, The Journal of African History
pp.7:27-46.

108



Lindley Anna (2007)New Issues in Refugee Research; Protracted displent and
remittances: The view from Eastlejgitairobi, UNHCR Research Paper No. 143.

Landau, Loren B. & Monson, Tamlyn (2008), “Displawent, Estrangement and
Sovereignty: Reconfiguring State Power in UrbantBdfrica”, Government and
Opposition,Vol. 43 (2), pp. 315-336.

Lewis, W.A.(1952),The Principles of Economic Planning: A Study Preghrfor the
Fabian SocietyLondon: Allen & Unwin.

Lewis .M. (2002),A modern History of Somali- Nation and State in itteern of Africg
Athens: Ohio University Press.

Loan Lewis (1972), “The politics of the 1969 Som@bup”, in The Journal of modern
African studiesNo. 10. pp. 397-400.

Loan Lewis (1993)Making History in Somalia: Humanitarian intervention stateless
society discussion paper No.6, London; Centre for thedystwf Global
Governance.

Lewis, I.M (1961),A Pastoral Democracy: a Study of Pastoralism antitiee among the
Northern Somali of the Horn of Africaublished for the International African
Institute, London: Oxford University Press, pp-—16.

Lamba, N.(2003), “The employment experiences of &@n refugees: measuring the
impact of human social capital on quality of emphant”, Canadian Review of
Sociology and Anthropolog¢0(1), pp. 45-64.

Liebig, T., The Labour Market Integration of Immigrants to Aaka. Organisation for
Economic Cooperation and Development Social, Emply and Migration
Working Papers, Paris, 2006, http://www.oecd.or@decd/28/12/38164878.pdf

Madkhul, D.(2007), Supporting Volunteering Activities in Australian 8$fim
Communities, particularly Youth Australian Multicultural Foundation and
Volunteering Australia, for the Department of Faes] Community Services and
Indigenous Affairshttp://www.volunteeringaustralia.org/files/8FFSXEME/A
MF%20Muslim%20Y outh%20Volunteer-final%20with%20evn\pdf

Markakis John and Michael Waller (1976) (ed#fjlitary Marxists Regimes in Africa
London: Frank Cuss, see also Ahmed |. Samatar, 8)198cialist Somalia:
Rhetoric and Realitzondon: Zed Publishers.

McMichael, Celia (2002YEverywhere is Allah’s Place: Islam and the Everydafe of
Somali Women in Melbourne, Australidari Journal of Refugee Studiek5/2, pp.
171-188.

Miralles-Lombardo, B, Miralles, J and Golding, R008), Creating learning spaces for
refugees:the role of multicultural organisations Australia National Centre for
Vocational Educational Research:
http://www.ncver.edu.au/research/proj/nr5L07s.doc

109



Mohammed M. Sahnouriprevention in conflict resolution”in Philip Tetlock et,al (eds)
Behaviour, Society and Nuclear Wafol-1 New York: Oxford University press,
1988, pp. 209-333.

Mohamed Osman, Omarhe Road to Zero: Somalia’s Self- Destructibnndon: Haan
Associates, 1992.

Mohamoud M. Afrah (1991),Target: Villa Somalia, An Eyewitness Account of
Mogadishu’s Fall to U.S.C. GuerrillaKarachi: Naseem.

Mohamoud M. Afrah (1994)The Somali TragedyMombasa, Kenya: Mohamed Printers,
1994,

Mohamoud M. Afrah (1993Mogadishu: A Hell on Earth:A Journalist’'s Diary abbthe
War in MogadishuNairobi: Copos Ltd.

Mgller Bjgrn, (2006) ‘Political Islam in KenyaDanish Institute for International Studies
DIIS Working Paper, p. 22.

National Council of Law Reviewing (1985yhe Aliens Restriction AcRevised Edition
2010 Published by the National Council for Law Reipg with the Authority of
the Attorney General.

Nielsen, Bang K. (2004) “Next Stop Britaiihe Influence of Transnational Networks on
the Secondary Movement of Danish Somalid’orking Paper no. 22, Sussex
Centre for Migration Research, Kopenhagen.

Nii Wallace Bruce (1994);The statehood of Somalia and the United nationggper
presented at the £7Annual conference of the Academic Council on thetéd
Nations systems, the Haque Netherlands, 23-25 199w

Nogle, June Marie (1994)Internal Migration for Recent Immigrants to Canada
International Migration Review#8, pp. 31-48.

Olesen, J.W. (1996Report on Fact-Finding Mission to North East SomdPuntland)
and North West Somal{@omaliland) Danish Immigration Service, Copenhagen.

Olesen, J.W. (1998Rreport on the Nordic Fact-finding Mission to Mogstdi, Somalia
Udlaendingestyrelsen/Statens Invandrerverk, Copemhagrhe migration-
development nexus: Somalia case study.

Olesen, J.W., and C. Svan (19%&pport fra fact-finding mission til Nairobi, Kenymy
Middle Shabelleregionen, SomalidUdleendingestyrelsen/Statens Invandrerverk,
Kgbenhavn.

Pérouse de Montclos, M.A. (1997), “Minorities andsatdimination, exodus and
reconstruction of identities: the case of Somalugees in Mombasa, October,
ORSTOM France: A refugee diaspora: when the Somali gst'wén K. Koser
(Ed.), NewAfrican DiasporasLondon: Routledge.

110



Peter D. Little (1992), “Traders, Brokers and MarKg&isis in Southern Somalia”, in
Africa: Journal of the InternationalAfrican Institute, Vol. 62, No. 1 pp. 94-124
Published by: Cambridge University Press on bebflhe International African
Institute Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stabl&BD065 .Accessed: 09/10/2012.

Phil Nadeau (1995), “The Somalis of Lewiston: Effe®f Rapid Migration to a
Homogeneous Maine City3outhern Maine RevieW995, pp. 105-146.

Physicians for Human Rights (1998pmalia: No Mercy in Mogadishu; The Human Cost
of the Conflict and the Struggle for Relidkw York: Africa Watch, July 1992.

Ravenstein, E.G., “The Laws of Migratiodournal of the Royal Statistical Socie§?2
(June), 1889.

Refugee Policy Group (199Miope Restored? Humanitarian Aid in Somalia 19904199
a comprehensive after-action aid report prepareth®Office of USForeign
Disaster Assistance by the Center for Policy Analged Research on Refugee
Issues, Washington.

Reimer, B, Lyons T, Ferguson N, Polanco(#908)Social capital as social relations: the
Contribution of normative structuredournal compilation © 2008. The Editorial
Board ofThe Sociological Reviewublished by Blackwell Publishing Inc., 9600
Garsington Road, Oxford OX4 2DQ, UK and 350 Mairre8t, Malden, 02148,
USA, 2008.

Reyner S. Anthony, (1960) “Somalia: The Problemdnofependence”, Sourcdliddle
EastJournal Vol. 14, No. 3, pp. 247-255 Published by: Middtast Institute
Stable URL.: http://www.jstor.org/stable/4323254 cAssed: 09/10/2012 .

Richardson, S, Healy, J, Stack, S, lIsley, D, Lesteand Horrocks, J. (2004)he
Changing Labour Force Experience of New Migrantstei-Wave Comparisons
for Cohort 1 and 2 of the LSI#)e Department of Immigration and Multicultural

and Indigenous Affairs, Canberra:
http://www.immi.gov.au/media/research/projectsremuic/labour-force-
settlement.htm.

Richmond, Anthony H., (2002) “Globalisation: im@itons for immigrants and refugees.”
Ethnic and Racial Studie25(5), pp. 707-727.

Saadia, Touval, (1972Boundary politics of independent Afric&Cambridge, M.A:
Harvard University press.

Samson, S. Wasara, (200%. j. polit. sci. Conflict and State Security in the Horn of
Africa: Militarization of Civilian Groups, Vol. 7 N. 2, p 46,
http://archive.lib.msu.edu/DMC/African%20
Journals/pdfs/political%20science/volume7n2/ajpS0@D04. pdf
(accessed 28 June 2012).

111



Savelsberg Kerr, L, , H, Sparrow, S and Tedmandan,(2001) Experiences and
perceptions of volunteering in Indigenous and &mglish speaking background
communities A joint project of the Department of State Abamg Affairs, the
South Australian Multicultural and  Ethnic Affai@mmission, Volunteering
SA, the Unaipon School (University of SA) and tigocial Policy Research
Group (University of SA), Adelaide www.unisa.eduUSPRG.

Simich, Laura, (2003) “Negotiating Boundaries offiRge Resettlement: A Study of
Settlement Patterns and Social Supporte Canadian Review of Sociology and
Anthropology/ La Revue Canadienne de Sociologid'Aithropologie,Vol. 40,
pp. 575-591.

Stevenson Jonathan, (199%)sing Mogadishu: Testing U.S. Policy in Soma&i@apolis,
MD: Naval Institute Press.

The Kenyan Military Intervention in Somaliaiternational Crisis GroupAfrica Report
N°184 — 15 February 2012.

The Refugee Consortium of Kenya (201Rgfugee management in Kenydairobi:
Refugee Consortium of Kenya.

Tom, J. Farer, (1965) “Somali Democracy”, Soutkfica Today Vol. 12, No. 5, pp. 5-
7Published by: Indiana University Press Stable Ug8/10/2012
http://www.jstor.org/stable/4184631 .Accessed

Torpey, J. (1998);Coming and Going: On the State Monopolization bé tLegitimate
.Means of Movement”Sociological TheoryVol. 16 (3), pp. 239-259.

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (39B¢onomic and Social Impacts of
Massive Refugee Populations on Host Developing Ciesn as well as other
Countries Standing Committee, New York: UNHCR, No. EC/47ISRP.

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (J00the State of the World's
Refugees: The Challenge of Protectibiew York: Penguin Books.

Van Hear, N, Brubaker, R & Bessa, T., (2009 anaging Mobility for Human
Development: The Growing Salience of Mixed Migrdt Human
Development Research Paper (HDRP) Series, vol. 20.

Waxman, P. (2001);The Economic Adjustment of Recently Arrived Bosnifghan and
Iragi Refugees in Sydney, Australiaternational Migration Review, 35(2).

Zetter Roger and George Deikun (201B)eeting Humanitarian Challenges in Urban
Areas Migration Review issue 34ebruaryUniversity of Oxford.

Zimmerman, Wendy and Michael Fix (1994), “ImmigraRblicy in the States: A
Wavering Welcome”, inmmigration and Ethnicity: The Integration of Anuais
Newest Arrivalsed. Barry Edmon  dston and Jeffrey S. Passel, \hgtsim, DC:
Urban Institute Press, pp. 287-316.

112



APPENDIX 1

Interview Guide — Somali migration into Kenya

Birthplace........o.oo i Current residence...........
Citizenship......cooooi Profession........................

1. Where do you live now (city? Neighborhood?).............coovi e i

2. When did you come to KENYa?.......ccooe i
LAY PSP
Directly from Somalia or through other countries......o.....ccoooeoi i,

3. Do you intend to stay here and for how loNg?............ooooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiies

4. Which factors helped you in migrating (kinshipefids, own resources)?

5. WAt iS YOUT JOD? L. e e e e e e e e e e
DO YOU haVe DUSINESS?... ...ttt
WAt NALUIE? ...t e e e et e e e e et eea e
oo 11T0] o 1P PP UPPPRPPPN

Number of  eMPIOYEES?.....coi i ceeeeee e

6. Do you think the Somalis are attracted to Kenya? ..............cccoooveiiiennn.

If y&S QIVE reasSONS WHY ... e e e e e e e e

7. How friendly are the Somali migrant relations wikkenyans? And with other

(o101 810 01811 K [STSI7 TR

8. Do you feel well and safe while in Kenya?...........ccccccoeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee e

9. Have you ever been in arefugee camp? ........cc.cooiiiiiiiii i

If yes, how was the life in it2... ..o,
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10.1s there any social or cultural practice that bsitlge Somalis together in Kenya?

13.Why some Somalis are relocating back to Kenya whew citizenships from Europe

Lo TN 1 4= £ [01= T

18.What is the contribution of the Somali migrantghe social and cultural advancement

of Kenya?

19.What are the economic activities initiated by migr&omalis that can contribute to

the development of Kenya in terms of economic ghoov employment?
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20.Do think the Somali migrants are competing with theal citizens on the available
scarce resources (welfare, job market, and housingd)if yes, how can we alleviate
the ProbBIEM?... ...

21.How can we turn the movement and presence of theal®to the best interest of both

Kenya and Somalia (economically and politically)?
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