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ABSTRACT

This study seeks to investigate the effects ofuesoconflicts on sustainable development in
DRC.Itaims at understanding sustainable developrnetiite context of resource conflict and
the role played by the different actors in exphita of these natural resources. The study
looks at the historical overview of the conflict BRC especially the contributions of the
regimes that have exercised their control overdggon from 1998 to 2010.1t uses the greed
versus grievance theory as the analytical tooltlier study. Hence the study supports the
notion that abundance in natural resources combaitiweak governance fuels conflicts in
resource rich Eastern DRC. The study reaches a eéwaofltonclusions. Among them is the
fact that resource conflict in eastern DRC is ofghe several destabilizing phenomena
commonly cited as defining many of the conflicts time Great Lakes region hence
unsustainable development in the region. The studljile recognizing the existing
methodologies and practices that have been usesbli®@ conflicts in Eastern Congo,
suggests that other corresponding ideas like sizdil development should be developed
and utilized. This will ensure that resource basemflicts in eastern DRC are eradicated and
the future of the generations to come is insured.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY

1.1  Introduction

Conflict is a natural part of human interactioneTway humans choose to deal with conflict
has tremendous repercussions on their neighbowrsoarthe environment. It is no secret
these days that the global human population is ig@Wast, the gap between the rich and the
poor is increasing, natural resources are beingsically depleted and ecological services
disrupted. Many of these issues are the causesversiof conflict in the world, and many of
these same issues are caused or exacerbated bgptwoinflicts. When a conflict erupts, it
destroys decades of development efforts and creatmsomic, social, political and regional

costs and the consequences can live on for decades.

There is no gain in saying that the major conflictshe world and especially in Eastern

Congo continue to be a major concern for intermaticecurity evidence of which is seen in

the international involvement in restoring peacéhia region. It is also evident that conflicts

in the horn of Africa are fuelled by factors tha¢ aelated to unsustainable development. Un
sustainability continues to be a major challenge tias been brought about by globalisation
and industrial revolution. The practice of un singthility is also gaining increased scrutiny

as the population becomes more urbanized leadingintdeased criticism from

environmentalists.

According to Kamakana, conflict in the Democragpublic of Congo has attracted a number
of countries that are either directly or indirecilyvolved. Hence Conflict in Eastern
Democratic of Congo has currently become the epieeof conflicts in the Great Lakes

region asit involves six neighbouring countries amahem Kenya, Rwanda, Uganda,



Namibia and BurundfResource conflicts in Congo, has either triggeredflcts in these
states while conflicts in the neighbouring statesehalso been triggered by conflicts in
Congo. Other actors that are involved in conflict Bastern DRC are states from other
continents and multinational corporations that hasen involved in the looting of Congolese
natural resources. Eastern Congo conflict has be@prey to external actors due to the poor
structures that have been put in place from thental times to the regime of Joseph Kabila.

This has led to over exploitation of the naturabwaces.

Congo is one of the wealthiest nations in the evamlterms of natural resources yet one of
the poorest in the world. The state boasts of maiedike gold, diamonds, Cobalt, copper,
coltan and timber from its natural forests. It hege resources that have contributed to an
interminable history of conflict over exploitatiaf the resources leading to un sustainability
in the great lakes region reflected in the lossndlions of lives. Whilst issues pertaining to
sustainability can be the cause behind major adsflithey can also offer opportunities that
will promote systemic and societal change. Thisbézause unsustainable development
continues to be the main challenge and evil thatAfrican continent is facing and Eastern
Congo is no exception. Correct measures to eradmadtainability will positively affect the
African continent. Eradication of un sustainabiltll require the involvement of all actors.
This is mainly because states exist in a systenravpmblems of un sustainability on one
state are bound to affect other states eitherttlirecindirectly. Furthermore, the human race
is part and parcel of the environment and if theyl to loose in the fight against
environmental destruction then they will find thexlves on the losing side. This is because
all conflicts despite the duration they take wileatually end and when they do the future

generations will be forced to live with the conseees. Addressing the impact of the

'Kamukana Daniel."Recent Conflicts In The Great lsakaresented to the African studies Associatiothef
United Kingdom,Benial Conference, SOAS,(Londonvensity of London,199%18
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challenges of natural resource conflict in East@wngo and incorporating sustainable

development is the major premise of this thesis.

1.2 Statement of the research problem

The future of Eastern Congo is directly intertwineith the availability and accessibility of
resources, the status of the environment and thiisable management of these available
resources. Eastern Democratic Republic of CongoQDR a major source and is rich in tin,
tantulum, tungsten and gold. The area also bo&stasb forests which are a major source of
timber.

The accessibility of these mineral resources inGbago is equivalent to one being able to
sustain himself and the family. The resources, itleg§®ing in abundance in the region have
been a major source of conflict in the region fecales, as different groups comprising of
the Congolese rebels, rebels from Uganda and Rwéock militias, foreign actors and the
government scramble to extract these mineralseheraking it the epicentre of war in DRC.
It has generated a multitude of armed groups, witkr two dozen emerging over the past
two decades. It was here that the precursors t€tmgo wars began with ethnic violence in
1993, and it is here that the most formidable emaglés to sustainable development in the

country continue today.

It is allegedly said that in 2008 the Rwandan Hr&bel Group obtained a huge percentage
of its revenue from taxation of DRC minerals whie brigade of Congolese army obtained
a lower percent. The above is a clear indicatiothefdependency on the mineral resources
that have developed in the region. From the estismahe can deduce that there continues to
be an over extracting of these new non-renewalsleurees which are likely to lead to their
extinction. With poor governance in the DRC, thaftiot and its impact has escalated even

to the neighbouring countries, hence becoming am@jstacle to sustainable peace in the



Great Lakes Region as states continue to keep B'$iaye on their neighbouring states. The
fact that the DRC conflict has also lasted for salvgears makes it a major concern for the
international community. The United Nations (UNJ &xample has deployed peace keeping
missions in the area but this too has not beetfdttii This concern is further aggravated by
the fact that despite investments by different niggtions both governmental and non-
governmental, regional and international bodiestaedsigning of myriad peace agreements,

peace and sustainable development remains obssereats in Eastern DRC underscore.

With the emergence of economic power houses lik@aCand India that highly rely on the
above resources to develop, competition for theseurces continues. This therefore means
that conflicts over minerals and other resourcks timber is not likely to be history in
Congo anytime soon if a sustainable solution is foond. Eastern Congo is part of the
Congo basin forest which is responsible for theteswace of human life. Yet with the
increased industrialisation, environmental degiadatontinues to threaten the existence of

mankind.

1.3 Objective of the study
The overall objective of the study is to analyse #ffects of natural resource conflicts on
sustainable development in the case of Eastern DRE: specifically the study aims to:
i.  Provide an overview of the resource of conflictEastern DRC;
ii.  Examine the major obstacles to restoring sustaendéVelopment in Congo;
iii.  Explore the link between conflict and sustainaldeedopment and the spill over

effects of the conflict.

2 Hans Hoebeke, "The politics of continuity&ftican.Org, February 2010
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1.4 Literature review

This section reviews past studies, critical revieamsl relevant literature. Since the study
looks at resource conflict and sustainable devetynthe literature review in this section is
divided into two sections. The first section is oconflict and will focus on the different
definitions of conflicts, triggers and its causkswill also look at different definitions of
resources and its relationship with conflict. Thecand section deals with sustainable
development. This section will help in understagdihe origin of sustainable development
and its understanding over the years. It will @sbghten on how conflict affects sustainable

development.

1.4.1 Conflict

According to Wallenstein and Sollenberg, conftein be defined as a battle between two
parties with incompatible interests over a teryitby use of an armed force and one of the
parties involved is usually a national governnieftom this point of view, the conflict in
Eastern DRC is due to the incompatibility of instsebetween rebels in DRC and Kabila’s
government. Folger and Stuntman on the other hagfished conflict as the interaction of
interdependent people who perceive incompatibldsgleading to interference from each
other in achieving these goaf€onrad on the other hand defines conflict as a medn
communication where people are interdependent ancepve that they have incompatible
interests leading to tensiBRrom the above definitions, it is clear that madicdars are of
the opinion that conflicts occur within a given gpoof people and that this group must be

interdependent.

3p Wallenstein and Sollenberg Margarata,” Armed @cirif journal of peace and resear@7,no
5(2000):pp635-639

4Folger,poole et alWorking through conflict strategies for relatiomg$, groups, and organization&n
ed.).New York, NY: Longman, (2001) p 404

® Conrad Charlestrategic organizational communication: An integrtperspectivéworth Texas: Holt,
Rinehart and Winston, Inc,1990)p4



1.4.2 Natural resources

According to the organisation for Economic Cooperaaind Development, natural resources
are raw materials valued according to their econopnoduction and consumption. These
resources provide potential benefits and are “stibpgimarily to quantitative depletion
through human use. The resources are further a@ntedour; mineral, energy, water and soil
resource&This definition is upheld by the United Nations expgroup on natural resources
and conflict in Africa which define natural resoescin terms of renewable and non-
renewabld. OECDE defines renewable resources as resourcesftea exploitation, they
can be returned to their original state after usg mon-renewable resources as those once
exploited, cannot be rejuvenated. Examples of rabévresources are fresh water, timber,
biomass amongst others. It is important to not¢ thase resources if used at a faster rate
than nature can replace them, then they becomeermawable natural resources. Examples

of non-renewable resources are minerals.

1.4.3 The link between natural resources and conéli

Three distinguishing characteristics of naturabueses are significant in defining the link
between natural resources and conflict. The fissthe geographical positioning of this
natural resource. That if a natural resourcesdattd at centres of power then there is low
cost incurred in controlling the resources. Theoedccharacteristic is the loot ability. This
means that natural resources that are loot ableeasity be extracted and hence sold to the
markets. This increases chances of land grabbkagngles of loot able resources are timber

and diamond&The third characteristic is the distribution ofdesces. Natural resources that

® Organization for economic corporation and develept(OECD)Glossary of statistical terms :Natural
resourcesOECD 2001

’United Nations (UN),”United Nations Expert Group &lieg on Natural Resources and conflict in Africa:
transforming a peace Asset, Cairo: UN 2006

8Michael Ross, “What do we know about natural resesiand civil war?journal of peace research
41,n03(2004):338,350



diffuse are difficult to control unlike those tharte centred in one place. In essence resources
that are loot able are far from the central autiionience they provide an incentive for

external actors

The link between natural resources and conflicisedd on political, economic and social
issues together with the three issues discussedealwbich interact to either weaken or
reinforce conflicts. As a result many scholars hattempted to study this relationship in
depth. These scholars can be divides into two;ethtbat agree that resource abundance
causes conflicts and those that agree that resowarenot be attributed to conflict. While
Dixons argues that conflict is triggered by reseuscarcity as it leads to civil unreStayty
contradicts this view by arguing that abundanceaitiral resources creates problems to the

society as it gives rise to bad economic and sqitiics*°

Le Billon tends to agree with Auty’s comments asahgues that states with weak institutions
are more likely to have oil conflicts while thosettwstrong institutions reflected in good
governance are less likely to go to WaNatural resources conflicts in Eastern Congo could
therefore be attributed to poor governance ingigt while lack of conflicts or low levels of
conflicts over resources in resource rich statesldcde attributed to the above views.
Gultung argues that conflict is catalysed by ladkooder and justice in the underlying
structures. The poor structures laid down by thaetp that triggers the formation of social
classes in the society. The social classes latéreonme an obstacle to development leading

to different forms of injustice either politicallgpcially or economically*?

°Dixons Hommer, Environmental, Scarcity and ViolegiRrénceton: Princeton University Press,1999)
Richard Auty, How natural resources affect econoteieelopment.” Journal of policy review 18(oxford:
oxford (2001)pp.346- 367

1 e Billon Phillip. ‘The political ecology of war: &tural resources and armed conflicts” Political Graphy
20,n0 5(2001): 561-584.

12John Gultung Peace and Peace Research vol 3(B7G2¥L.
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Mc Neil also seems to be one of the few scholaxtoment on the positive contribution of
resources and conflicts as he argues that conBiets free those that are oppressed as it
forces governments to install structures that ars, jhence conflict can contribute to
development of a state. Eastern DRC conflict caneflore be justified on the basis that it is a
step towards ensuring that good governance stegtare installed. If this is the case, then
the question that it raises would be how long sthautake for the structures to be put in

place!®

There continues to exist debates linking naturebueces and sustainable peace. One of the
fundamental questions that most scholars have ptesito answer is whether there is any
link between natural resources and armed conflitsording to Collier and Hoeffler, greed

is a major motivator for conflicts and resourcesvjite a favourable setting for conflicts.

This statement has however not been embraced bgsaBome argue that there is no
correlation between the two. Some studies howelvewshat oil reliance and dependence
triggers armed conflicts especially if accompanigth weak institutions while those with
strong institutions reflecting good governance less likely to go to war.The Sudanese
conflict over oil and the conflict in Eastern DROutd therefore be attributed to the poor
institutions and governance in these states, whéelow levels of oil conflicts in the United
Arab Emirates, which is rich in oil as a naturabaerce could be attributed to good

governance structures and institutions.

BMc Neil Herbert. “war and the state of Africaurnal of international securitf4(1990)117-139
“Collier, Hoeffler, et al. “On the duration of ciwtar” Journal of Peace Researdi (3): £004) 253273.

15Fearon, James ,“Why do some civil wars last so nhoigter than others3burnal of Peace Researchl no 3
(2004): 275-302.



While most scholars are of the opinion that resesirtrigger conflicts and hence are a
“curse” to these states, others are of the opithamh resources help in eradicating conflicts.
Le Billon for example argues that the abundanceliamonds and industrial exploitation
seem to reduce incidences of conflicts occurtfihg. Billons’ arguments however do not
offer a perfect explanation to the Congolese cotsflsince it is well endowed with resources
but continues to witness a series of internal ¢oisfl Conceivably, this could be due to lack
of industrialization. He further suggests that ttesources are likely to cause conflicts
depending on whether they geographically centriethel resources are located to centres of
power, then a civil war is likely to be a struggleer state power and if the resources are
diffuse and far from state power, war lordshipikelly to be possible war. He argues that
resources close to centres of power produce secessi while diffuse resources close to
centres of power generate mass Rebelfifhe Congolese war can therefore be explained in

terms of its proximity to Kinshasa.

Resources trigger conflicts because they represmempportunity for profit and enrichment
by individuals and organizations .The resources'rtivattracts representatives with an
economic schema who are not only willing to fight but also to use people as instruments
that will enable them to access the resourcestangrofits derived from accessing th&.
From Collier's debates, the involvement of intermalgional and international actors in the
Eastern DRC conflict could be an attempt to acthesrevenues and access the natural
resources. One can also argue that the installafiddobutu Seseko and his affiliations by

some European countries was a way of stripping Gafigits natural resources.

18 ¢ Billon, Philippe,” The political ecology of waNatural resources and armed conflideglitical
Geography20, no 5 (2001):pp. 561-584.

YBillon, Philippe,Fuelling War: Natural Resources and Armed Confidtingdon and New York: Routledge,
for the International Institute for Strategic Stesli2005) p.36

18 Collier, Paul AnkeHoeffleiGreed and Grievance in Civil War(Oxford EconomigBes,2004),pp. 56: 563—
595.



Le billion argues that the elements of statesalats conflict triggers are low capita income,
decreasing economic growth, weak state coercivaaigpand institutional authority and
political regimes institutions. This means thathiygvalued resources like oil, gold and
diamonds sometimes become a curse rather tharssirigjeas it becomes a major trigger for
un sustainability .The supremacy of state extracsi@ctor makes the economy volatile to the
resource prices on the world market which resulte icomplications in the long term
planning and exposes the resource rich countryotorband bust prices. This vulnerability
combined with long term planning and control of k&dmprices can create a breeding ground
for conflict as low international market prices datranslated by citizens as exploitation by

the government®

According to North and Choucri, high demand by estato become economically stable
makes them to move beyond their borders to atthist Whey want. From their study, one can
explain that since power ceased to be measuresritstof military capability but in terms of

economic capability, this has led to economic caditipe among different states that has

catalysed demand for natural resources that aitabiein a few staté8

Goldstein comments that the conflict over natueslources is bound to take place in states
that are endowed with such strategic minerals asrakactors including states rush to access
them. By carrying out research on thirteen casdiesy Rose concludes that sometimes
natural resources influence not only the occurreamoe the extent of conflict, but also the

intensity of the conflict. He outlines Diamondspper, gemstones, oil, timber and coltan.

9 e billionL, Philippe,Diamond Wars ?Conflict Diamonds and GeographieResource WarsAnnals of the
Association of American Geographers, 98 (2)2008)3d5—372

2ONlazli Chourci and Robert Nortiations in ConflictNational Growth and International Violence in D.J
.Dand Sandole et al(eds):Conflict Resolution Thefng Practice Integration Application(Manchester:
Manchester University Press)1993.p18
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These he argues, can prolong the duration of arifiHence the cyclic nature of the
Congolese conflict that has lasted for decadesiéstd the availability of timber, coltan and

Diamonds, without these, Congo would be at peace.

1.4.4 Sustainable Development and Resource Conflct

The phrase sustainable originally belongs to tkeéd fof ecology, a term that refers to an
ecosystem’s potential for subsisting overtime. Adowy to Reborrati the concept was later
adopted by the Brunt- land Commission which notyamed it to refer to environmental
related issues but also to the society and theoespffThe term sustainable development as
coined by the Brunt-land commission refers to depelent that meets the needs of the

present without compromising the ability of theuitet to meet their own neeffs.

While Acselrad argues that the idea of sustaindbleelopment expressed as a dissertation of
ethics, which looks at human conduct with regaml good or evi?*Our common future
concludes that human survival and well-being codkpend on success in elevating
sustainable development to a global ethi®obert Solow argues that sustainability is a
matter of equality in distribution of and capadity well-being between the present people

and the future peoplé°

2Michael Ross: “Oil ,Drugs And Diamonds; how do matuesources vary in their impact on civil war”,
journal of conflict researdfdune 5,2002) pp. 1-13

*’Reborrati,C.E.TerritoryScale and Sustainable Developméhistainability and the Social Sciences(London:
Zed books,1999)pp207-222

2 Bruntland, G. (ed)@ur common future: the World Commission on Envirennand developme@xford:
Oxford University Press: United Nations,1987)pg 43

24Acselrad,Sustainability and territoriality: Meaningful praices and material transformation.In: E. Becker,
Th. Jahn (Eds.), Sustainability and the social scés: A cross disciplinary approach to integrating
environmental considerations into theoretical remtiation(London Zed Books H. (1999).pg 106

ZS\NCED, Our common futurérhe Brundtland report, world commission for enviramt and development.
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1987)pg 43

%630low RobertAn almost practical step toward sustainability. Mbbaureate in Economic Science (MIT).
(1992)
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Sustainable development incorporates three pillBrszironmental, Economic and Social
pillars. The economic pillar aims at economic depetent by creating conditions whether
political or social that will enable each humannigeio sustain himself. The social pillar aims
at creating societies that respect human digngujte in resource distribution, good health,
education, culture among other social amenitieg &hvironmental pillar aims at ensuring
that the eco-system maintains its diversity andityuhence ensuring its ability to maintain
and support future generations by providing a wideiety of opportunities’. This is

manifested in form of clean water, availabilityrebources and pollution free environment.

Forests and timber, being part of the environmigane always been a fundamental source of
livelihood to societies through conservation, eaatm and national parks and products like
medicine. Conflicts over timber lead to uncontrdllegging which threatens the existence of
not only animals but also human beings. During locisfforest are cleared to create homes
for refugees fleeing their homes. Forests are homesnimals and are known to attract
rainfall. Cutting of tress during conflicts leads tack of rainfall which in turn triggers
desertification. Water scarcity, which in turn thtens human livelihood, leads to conflicts
over these resources. In Darfur region of SouthaButhere has been a reduction of soil
fertility due to overgrazing, and increased arrivhtefugees, charcoal in Darfur is thought to
have been part of the war economy. In Somalia theykn Defence Forces were accused of
exporting charcoal to the Middle East. This was learc indication that conflicts offer

opportunities for exploitation of resources.

The DRC for example is considered to have the fitigger that is in high demand by the
global society especially China. Research carrielbhy UNEP give evidence that timber

channelled for export was transported through Ugantl the ports of Dar es Salaam.
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In Guinea, a large scale mine that existed betvi®&2 and 1998 before it was finally closed
has had serious effects on resource developmettte icountry. Bougainville Pangua copper
was closed due to violence that was directed &bih the neighbouring population that

eventually led to a civil war that lasted for 15ag® The mine closure led to a decline in the

economy’’

Conflicts over minerals on the other hand, lead®uerexploitation of mineral resources
which in turn have led to deep trenches in the @rmining areas that increases the chances
of soil erosiorf®Conflict also has positive impacts on the environmalthough they are
minimal compared to the negative effects. For exanyNEP argues that during conflicts
there is reduced accessibility to the fields whichurn allows the growth of plants and the
renewal of soil fertility?® In West Africa conflicts have contributed to cariing locust

invasion.

Resource conflicts and the economic pillar of Sustainable development

According to Collier, conflict can destroy econondevelopment levels that have taken
decades to develop. His argument is that the sexusnflicts continues to negatively affect
growth for a long period even after the cessatibrthe conflict®*°Studies carried out by
economic scholars and reports on natural resourags revealed that countries endowed
with resources and especially mineral resourcesréxpce slow economic growth compared

to countries with poor economic growth. Reportsrfrie studies carried out revealed that in

?’Glen Banks.” understanding resource conflicts ipui@aNew Guined Asia Pacific view pointyol 49 no
1(2008): p.27

%8 |bid

2%UNEP. SudanPost conflict AssemeUNEP:2007).p.89

%Antony Vinci, “Greed Grievance reconsidered. Thie @f power and survival in the motivation of armed
groups”. civil wars 8(1)2007):35
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the 1990s, states with more than 50% of their soofaevenue on mineral s had dropped in

overall GDP compared to countries that are not eedowith much mineral resources.

Long term development planning is one of the negagiffects of conflict. In Cameroon for
example, long term development planning cannotustéaged due to lack of accountability
in management of oil revenues. Instead of investingphysical, social or human
infrastructure, oil revenues are sumptuously spastead of investing it on economic
development.Wanyande affirms to this fact by déatpthat the costs of conflicts in terms of

destruction of property and infrastructure are grars of the country

In cases where the conflict is armed, the goverinspends a lot of money on buying

military equipment’s instead of investing in infrasture. In the DRC and southern part of
Sudan due to the conflicts has very poor road ngtwermed resource conflicts also make it
difficult to export and import goods as it beconag$icult to access markets. Rebels destroy

food crops to prevent the enemy from accessing fopplies’

From the above arguments there is lack of consemsuke kind of relationship that exists
between conflicts, natural resources and sustanddelopment. The lack of consensus on
the causes of conflict has greatly affected theagament of conflict since management of
conflict requires an in depth explanation on itsises. The literature also lacks in depth
analysis of how unsustainable development fuelsflicts in resource rich zones. A
comprehensive study on the relationship betweeroures conflict and sustainable
development in Congo is necessary to offer lassioigtion to Eastern Congo conflict .The

study will therefore try and fill the gap of thegd problem.

31\Nanyande, PState Driven Conflict in the Greater Horn of Afrjd@evised Paper Presented at the
USAIDOrganized workshop on Conflict in the GreatrHof Africa May 21-23, Methodist House: Nairobi.
(1997)

3 Ibid.pg 12
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1.5 Justification of the Study

The African continent continues to face two majssuies that have become a theatre for
international debates, the issues of conflict amstasnable development. The two issues are
symbiotic in nature such that a solution for orsuésis a solution to another and solving one
without incorporating the other may just be a dregsolution. There is also the complaint
that the results of conflict resolutions have raitheen satisfactory nor have they lasted seen
in the emergence and reemergence of conflicts &dlyeim the Sub Saharan Africa as they
fail to address the root causes of the conflictst&n Congo continues to give a picture that

conflict over resources can last for and may hdfexes that may further fuel the same.

Un like most conflicts in Africa, the resource clistfin Eastern Congo is a stretched one. It
continues to boast of adverse negative effectaustamability not only in Eastern Congo but
also on stability and sustainability in the greslktels region. According to Vogt the societal
approach to deal with complex environmental andasg@roblems is typically a disciplinary

based approach and is symbolically addressed Ing @sbandage to control a symptom and
not the diseas€>This means that a bandage solution to a multifacetevironmental

problem does not make the problem disappear .Itpgithaps explode again when triggered

by something else.

To gain a lasting peace in eastern Congo thenanly right that environmental issues and
other sustainable development issues are addressslithe impact of conflicts are also its
major catalysts. Hsu comments that “today thereesd to’ decode or unpack sustainability’

so that both societies and environments can refair resiliency and still allow the

*Vogt, Patelet alSustainability Unpacked:food,energy and water &silient environments and
societiegLondon: Earthscan,2012) p. 8
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development of the world’s human capital while @omihg to consume the globes resources;
we cannot always count on luck to survive .

The study focuses on Eastern Democratic Republ@oofgo since it has influenced conflicts

in The Great Lakes and very few studies have fatwsehow un sustainability in Eastern

DRC have contributed to the lack of consummatiothef Eastern DRC conflict. The study

also aims at filing the gaps left by academic wsiten the effects of armed resource conflicts
on sustainable development in Eastern DRC and hosustainability has contributed to the

same.The study is therefore relevant to internati@onflict and sustainable development
policy makers and academicians .The study may tailgger interest on further research on

this area of study.

1.6 Research questions
The study seeks to answer the following broad rebeguestion. What is the effect of natural
resource conflict in Eastern DRC?
More specifically, the study will also attempt tessver the following research questions:
1. What are the causes of resource conflict in Eafd&€?
2. Is there a link between conflict and sustainableetigmment in eastern DRC and
if there is what are its spill over effects?
3. Are there major obstacles to restoring sustaindblelopment in eastern DRC

conflict and what are the opportunities available?

1.7 Theoretical Framework

The study examines resource conflicts and its t&ffen sustainable development. Theories
that deal with conflicts and resources like theatieé deprivation theory, greed versus
grievance among other conflict theories are theeefelevant. However, the theory of greed

versus grievance will be adopted in this study beeaEastern DRC relies on its natural

16



resources which are highly on demand for survifdle greed and grievance theory was

propagated by Paul Collier and Anke Hooffer

According to the theory, conflicts are likely tocoe within states that highly depend on
natural resources that provide gains that can ke as an instrument to prolong conflicts
which in turn increases the gains of the actorslired. The theory also postulates that rebels
in any given conflict are more motivated by greather than grievanceGreed leads to elite
competition over valuable natural resources as a@emres to own more than what one
actually has. Greed is also likely to lead to cessaconflicts as resource rich regions feel
that separation from the state will enable thentebeheir lives. Armed groups are therefore
more likely to be motivated by control over res@sr¢han by actual political differences with

government authorities or ethnic divisions.

Grievance is attributed to unfair distribution eSources. The argument for grievance is that
relative deprivation and the feeling of denial dfawvthey feel they deserve provides an arena
for rebellion that eventually leads to armed caisli This however does not mean that these
grievances are always genuine; rather the grievwalike ethnic discrimination, political
difference among others are always a means useithdse groups for their own greedy
economic agendas. Collier and Hofler are of theniopi that addressing while addressing
these grievances, caution should be applied sihdbey succeed in overthrowing the
government they are likely to be worse than theedpcessors and continue looting
resource$®Another proponent of the greed versus grievanceryhis Lichbach who argues

that these rebel groups are willing to avoid anggeeagreement or initiatives that are to

*Paul Collier and AnkeHoofle©n Economic Causes Of Civil war, World bank: Thermmics of crime and
;/Siolence proje¢Washington D C: world Bank,1998) pp.563-573

p83
36 paul Collier and AnkeHooflePn Economic Causes Of Civil war, World bank: Thermmics of crime and
Violence projeqWashington DC: world Bank,1998) pp.563-573
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address these grievances. He further argues tlese tiebels will always have many
grievances hence making it difficult to addresarthmllectively. He reinforces the opinion
that these groups will always switch sides amoffigmint opposing groups and can only take
side once conflict is over which in most times doet occur’Although greed versus
grievance has initiated and contributed to explanadf resource conflicts it is increasingly

facing certain criticisms.

One of the criticisms of the theory has been tliaoforces despite greed and grievance can
trigger conflicts’®®Other opponents of the greed versus grievance ytHemre argued that it
does not incorporate the role of the governmenis Titey argue is important since proceeds
from these resources are always responsible farrébsion of weak institutions seen through
corruption and lack of equity in resource allocatidhis in turn leads to violation of human
rights°Greed over resources in Eastern DRC has led tertrezggence of several actors both
local and international who have been driven bgedrof exploiting mineral resources .These
actors have played a major role in sustaining ¢bisflict by blocking all sustainable peace
attempts leading to its cyclic nature. Hence treedrversus grievance theory is relevant to

this study as it covers all the tenets of the gresdus grievance theory.

1.8 Research Methodology
The study adopted a case study design. A Case stagiyexplanatory analysis of an event or
grouping to find the triggers of something in ord@icome up with a solution. The research

relied heavily on secondary data as well as pric. In utilizing secondary data, books,

¥"Mark,Lichbach. The Rebels Dillema (Michigan:univgrsf Michigan press,1995)p284

38 Antony Vinci, “Greed Grivance reconsidered: Thierof power and survival in the motivation of armed
groups"civil wars 8(1)92007):35

°ArvindGanesan and Alex vines.”Engine Of War: Resegin Human ,Greed ,And The Predatory State In
Human Rights Watch World Report:Human Rights Andhad Conflict.(Washington,D.C.human rights watch
2004)pp301-322 available at www.hrw.org

18



journals and publication of different organizatiomere used. More specifically, the study
relied on credible documents from the United Natiand treaties made by the DRC

government.

To acquire primary data, the researcher used fadace interviews with some Congolese
who had knowledge on the conflict in Eastern DRBe.Tesearcher also went to the embassy
of DRC in Kenya in order to gather more informatiand also clarify the information
gathered from other respondents. The scope ofttltly svas specific to conflict in Eastern
DRC from 1998 to 2010.The main limitation of thedst was that the researcher could not

travel to eastern DRC to gather the information tune on-going conflict.

1.9 Chapter Outline
® Chapter one: Introduction to the study
® Chapter two: Conflict in DRC: An overview
® Chapter three: The effects of resource conflictsustainable development in eastern
DRC, 1998 - 2010
® Chapter four: The effects of resource conflict astainable development in Eastern
DRC, A critical analysis

® Chapter five: Conclusion
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CHAPTER TWO

CONFLICT IN THE DRC: AN OVERVIEW
2.1 Introduction
Chapter one was an introduction to conflict andaoable development in eastern DRC. It
discussed the background to the study, the probtatement, the objectives of the study, the
literature review which discussed the origins @ kiey terms of the study which are conflict,
resources and sustainable development and theedehatrounding these key terms. It also
contained the justification for the study, the tieical framework, the research methodology

for the study and finally concluded with the chamtetline for the study.

This chapter will be a historical overview of tbenflict in Eastern DRC. It will provide an
explanation to the causes of the conflict by refgrito the different histories, regimes and
events that have characterized the present dagrBaBRC state. The chapter will eventually
look at the major actors in the DRC conflict anditrcontribution to conflict in the region.
Attempts will be made to explain how peace initiasi in Eastern DRC have further fuelled

the conflict which has led to unsustainable devslept.

2.2Background to Eastern Congo

The Congo has been a bedrock of chaos and confasioa the withdrawal of the Belgian

protectorate in 1960.Since its independence, Has@wngo has become a subject of
international watch and attention and has graduddlyeloped into a subject of study of
conflicts in the world. At independence Congolesaders like Patrice Lumumba, who was
Congo’s first Prime minister posited on the bre&la mew dawn for the Congolese: a dawn
of new hope, peace, prosperity and a bright Cohgo will be the “Centre of radiance for

Africa. “Together my brothers, we are going to bB&h social justice, and to show the world
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what the black man can do when he worf%.Yet in just four days after Congo attained its
independence, after the Belgians withdrew theicdsr there was open conflict over political
antagonism, tribalism, conflict for resources arbggaphical diversity*'Hence several

decades after independence, Lumumba’s sentimahteestain to be mirages that haven't

been fulfilled in Eastern Congo.

Currently Eastern Congo’s history is characterizgd scandals and striking scenarios
reflected in the violent conflicts over resourcesd athe un sustainability in resource
management in the region. Probably few know aldweidistressing happenings in the Congo
and yet today there is urgent need to not only kbowvalso vividly comprehend since the
problems of Congo have become international probleks Merrium argues” Together with

the Congolese we must seek solutions which wikghis new nation not only the answers to

its own problems but answers to some of ours ak*fvel

Eastern Congo continues to experience ethnic rogessaThis region was and still is the
epicenter of the inter related conflicts born fr@algian colonialism, decades of Mobutu’s
dictatorship and discrimination and the inheritan€¢he Rwandan, Burundian and Uganda
wars. Eastern Congo conflict is further complicatgdthe involvement of rebel groups,
military intervention from both regional and foreigstates and continued mutilation of
natural resources. Indeed, most, if not all redi@ators involved in Eastern Congo conflict

are after quenching their own thirst.

0 The text of Lumumba’s address, June 30,1960 im Alerriam.Congo: Background of the Conflibtorth
western University Press,1961) pp.352-54

* |bid 55

“2Alan Merriam CongoBackground of the conflicNprthwestern university Americal961) p.3
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2.3 Conflict in the DRC: An Overview

2.3.1 Pre independent Congo

There is no gainsaying that most conflicts in theed® lakes region and in the African
continent can be traced back to the structuredh@®fcblonial governments. The Rwandan
genocide, most boundary disputes and resourceicsniih Africa among others can all be
attributed to colonization. In light of this dis®isn, the resource conflicts in Congo aren’t an
exception. Eastern Congo was a Belgian Colony 884 to 1960 when DRC finally gained
independence. Preceding colonization, Congo wagralmd by King Leopold Il who
considered it his Colony or his personal entityop@d exposed Congolese natives to slave
trade leading to the reduction of its populatiomasst of its cable bodied citizens were sold
as slaves. The Belgian government took over fromgKieopold the leadership of Congo

in1908. This transfer of power marked the beginruhg new Eastern Congo.

The structures put in place by the Belgian reginteweéry little or even nothing to instill

acquisition of leadership and self-governance skillthe Congolese elite but promoted greed
and grievance that would later on be manifesteer aftdependence. These policies by the
Belgian ruling class promoted exploitation and @ggion of the Congolese natives. For
instance Nancy Hunt asserts that the Belgian padicypromoting African health through

building of more hospitals than schools was not afuan honest concern for the health of
Africans, but was a policy aimed at ensuring cargh supply of labor to the Belgians. This

was further supported by the exemption of familfest had more children from some tafes.

By independence there were just a few Congoleszwlio had acquired basic administrative
skills to govern. Prior to independence Africansravaot involved in the politics of their

country.

“Nancy Hunt: A Colonial lexicon of birth ritual, miedlization and mobility in the Congo.(London: Duke
university press,1990) pp.10 and 236-280
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Belgian Congo was politically administered by theoaial ministry in Brussels through a
Governor General and a Governor for each of thesixinces of Kivu, Katanga, Orientale
Kasai, Kivu, Katanga and Leopoldville. The emergernaf political parties was first
witnessed in 1957 when the first elections weredoeoted in the Congo. The elections were
however restricted to the local officials and wkater extended to the provincial level due to
the dissatisfaction of Congolese political eliteeliPatrice Lumumba. It is important to note
that by independence most of the local politicatipa were ethnic based. It is against this

lack of preparation that led to the convening ef Brussels round tabfé.

The Brussels round table on October 1960 suggestiir year transitional plan by the
Belgian government. This however was denied byGbagolese under the direction of her
political leaders who wanted immediate vindicatioom their adversaries. They had felt
demoralized enough .In view of this, by indepen@e@ongo had not amply geared up for
self-governance. This was reflected in the deficyeof parties with national plea and agenda,
tribal based parties managed by untrained mente@€ongolese had no experience on civil

administration except those who held low admintateapositions*

Economically, the Belgian government annexed hugegts of land for settler farming
hence rendering the natives squatters and landfegbeir own country. The Belgian
government initiated a public works project thdaetdaced the threat of extinction or failure
due to the great depression that had started iredinky in1920. This led to a decision of
outsourcing development of the Kivu's by the natiooommittee of Kivu. This committee
did not only lease but also sold land to foreignkrsaaddition to the annexed land the Belgian

government also gazetted thirty six thousand hestaf land to establish a national park.

“Ibid. p.8
“Slbid.
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The outsourcing and the leasing led to increasedhdd for land especially in Kivu leading
to massive influx of foreigners. It also led to rea@sed mining and agricultural activities
which resulted in high demand for labour especiailyivu.“® This led to a decision that

would later on trigger conflicts in the countrytite coming decades.

The solution to labour shortage was the importadiblabour from the neighbouring country,
Rwanda. According to Bucyalime more than seventd®usand, nine hundred and two
labourers were of Rwandese origin that came to €@sgking employment in both mining
and agricultural sectors. Later on the Belgian govent encouraged the immigration of
labourers together with their families under thebuoefia of theMission d’Immigration des

BanyarwandaMost of the immigrants were to be located in Masisi

The government later on purchased land from Qf#dinda. This move was rejected by the
Hunde who felt that their ancestral land was beingtched from them. The few that stayed
behind were also against subordination to the Resadhiefs that were installed by the
Belgium government. With time this group becameimaonity in their own native land while
the Banyarwanda continued to flourish. These griega brought by the new structures later
on played a key role in breeding violence over ratresources that would immensely affect
Eastern DRC.

On attaining independence, there was continuedé#afpbn of natural resources like timber,
animals and diamond and some of the colonial mgdithat promoted conflicts were never
uprooted. These resources however were to benefiewa leading to a feeling of

marginalization and exploitation. One can therefargue that the unsustainability of the

**Bucyalimwe Stanislas: Land Conflicts In Masisi, feas Zaire: The Impact And Aftermath Of Belgian
Colonial Policy(1920-1989:Indiana:Indiana univeysio90) pp. 109-111 and, pp. 115-117.
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Congo, including Eastern Congo has its roots inBbkgian reign and King Leopold slave

trade eras.

2.3.2 DRC at independence

On 2 July 1960, two days after independence, Cdiegame a theatre for tragic drama for
the international community as inter-ethnic conélierupted in Leopoldville and Thysuville.

This was later followed by the mutiny of Belgiarfioérs by their fellow Congolese soldiers
that led to the death of a few Belgians and therdetson of property. This incidence

triggered the exodus of Belgians from Congo en ma$&everal explanations can be

attributed to this conflict.

Unlike in other colonial territories in Africa, theajor cause of the conflict was the Belgian
government failure to prepare Congo both politicadind economically for its own
independence. This is majorly due to the fact thatCongolese were never assigned either
economic or political responsibility as the patéistie Belgian colony controlled all aspects
of the political and social life of Congo. This dmmed the Congolese dependent on the

Belgian ruling class.

By 1959 the Congolese economy was mainly dominatethe Belgian government. The
Congo due to its wealth potential had attractedSbeiet Union interest and that of other
countries. Ganshof points out that “unlike in otAdrcan states, the Congo had virtually no
effective preparation for self-government. The padéistic Belgian administration did not
seriously acknowledge the Congolese right to inddpace until the outbreak of political
rioting in 1959 and immediately after Congo gainedependence hence no period of

apprenticeship®’

“Ganshof van der Meers¢in, de la souvrerainite Belge au Cor{@oussels: Institute royal des relations
tinternationals,1963)p596
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Although some scholars like Ganshof have attritbukes to a probable interference by the
communist bloc agents, it is evident that the Gigtiheory of structural violence and the
Greed versus Grievance theory offers a perfeciaggion to the conflict that rocked Congo.
According to Gultung, structural conflict is caudeyl the structures that have been put in
place. Oppressive structures could lead to cosflaitned at destroying the structures in
place. One can therefore deduce that the mutinyhbyCongolese soldiers was aimed at
destroying a structure that had for several decagesessed them. One can also argue that
the Congolese soldiers had been trained to steiertfor several years especially against
those who were not from their ethnic communitielke Bther argument is attributed to the
fact that the Congolese soldiers desired to hawveesof the material and psychological

rewards the Belgian officers enjoyed hence greesingegrievance.

The third major proximate catalyst of conflictiatlependence was the proclamation of
Katanga as an independent province on July 11 bgident MoiseTshombe. Although he
claimed that the move aimed at saving Katanga fthencommunist chaos followed by
Lumumba, the move was inspired by greed to safeigkiatanga’s wealth and to promote his
political interests, to advance the interests @& Belgian residents in the area and other
economic enterprises in Katanga. Katanga had beaweadthy and by 1960, it provided

about fifty percent of the Congo’s reverffe.

Two years preceding independence, the Belgium govent bestowed the Rwandan
immigrants the authority to take part in the 19%8®ons since they had become citizens of
Congo. Most influential positions however remairircthe hands of the elites of Nande,

Hunde and Nyanga.

“lbid.
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According to Bucylimwe, the Hunde grabbed the opputy to oppress the Banyarwanda by
dismissing the Banyarwanda chiefs and replacingntéth Hunde chiefs even in areas
where there were few Hund® his conflict later on continued after independentd 962
when some Tutsis attacked police stations leading tecision to deport all the Rwandan
Tutsis and the withdrawal of their voting rights tiye commission that was initiated to look
into the issue. The result of this war led to tesagsination of Patrice Lumumba and the rise

of Mobutu Sseseko.

2.3.3 Post independent DRC

Ethnic Conflicts and the Rwandan Hutu Exodus.

Debates on Nationality in Eastern Zaire triggertgdcks on who the offspring of eighteenth
century immigrants from Rwanda were and hence ngusonflicts. Before independence

and colonization and since there were no borddérstet were continuous migration of

different communities into other territories by tpastoralists communities in search for
water and pasture. Some permanently settled ire thew territories while others returned to
their native homes. This created conflicts betwihem and especially the natives who were
always agriculturalists. Hence conflicts over rases between the agriculturalists and
pastoralists communities are unbridled in Africal &astern Congo is no exception in this

too.

According to Reno, even before the influx of the &Rwan genocide refugees, the
relationship between the inhabitants of Kivu and #mmigrants from Rwanda had always

been stained. This is mainly because the immigrargshepherds while the natives of Kivu

*Bucyalimwe,Land Conflicts In Masisi, Eastern Zaire: The ImpActd Aftermath Of Belgian Colonial Policy
(1920-1989Indiana: Indiana university,1990) pp. 217-18.
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are farmers? Just like most natural resource conflicts in Adrtbe two groups were and have

not been able to find a peaceful means of curliiegconflict.

By 1981, the Rwandan immigrants had flourishecheaacally and politically. This success
however became an envy of other ethnic communlittesthe Hunde —Nyanga who falsely
accused them of “secretly putting in place a harmal structure” composed of the
immigrants to promote their economic and politigalver. In 1981 Zaire instituted a new law
on citizenship which demanded evidence of anceSiyce the Banyamulenge and the
Banyarwanda had migrated to Zaire, they were tbegefiot considered as natives and as a
result their citizenship was revok&dMobutu’s tactic of divide and rule also contribdite
conflicts in Eastern Congo. Mobutu instigated coisl between different ethnic groups to
prevent unification of Zaire which would becomehaett to his oppressive regime. Apart
from the attacks of the Rwandan immigrants by thivas of Kivu, Mobutu also ordered the
attack of the Kaisan by the local people. This wasnly to control his economic interests in

Katanga which was a mineral rich area.

When the Tutsi came to power in Rwanda, approxipat.2 million Hutus fled in fear of
the ruling Tutsi. According to Olsson and Congdamsk out of the 1.2 million Hutus who
were fleeing Congo, about four thousand had begohiad in the genocide. The other
innocent refugees later on joined other militiaup® as a means of protecting themselves
from the conflict that had already erupted. Ithis tgroup that was later on used by Mobutu to
activate conflict towards the Banyamulenge, whoeneafr the same family as the Rwandan
Tutsi. This was later accompanied by the oppressidhe Hutus and the Tutsi by the forces

Armees Zairoses (FAZ3

*’Reno WWarlord politics and African statéBoulder: Lynne Renner 1999)p. 23

1 Howard. Ad elman and A shuke(eds):The Path of moGide: The Rwandan Crisis from Uganda to
Zaire(New jersey: transaction publishers,1)999

52Olsson, Ola and Heather Congdon Fors. Congo: Tize Bf PredationJournal of Peace
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Apart from triggering inter-ethnic conflicts, Motwinitiated large scale exploitation of the
natural resources especially in Eastern Congo éronly himself but also those who had
supported his leadership. Estimates indicate thatbléu had approximately four billion US
dollars in Swiss banks and was supported by forsigtes. The foreign states that supported
Mobutu did so in bid to protect their national m&sts. It is against this background that the
United States supported Mobutu despite the viatatiof human righfs. Mobutu employed
divide and rule tactics reflected in implementatiminthe land laws that became a major

source of conflicts.

In 1960 The Brussels round tablakle rond resolution 11 stated that all Burundians and
Rwandans who had lived in Congo for more than &ary would be allowed to take part in
the elections or the voting process. This meant tha Congolese immigrants were
recognized as citizens by the Belgium governmeéntials followed by the 1964 Lualubourg
constitution which stated that “there is one Coegel citizenship. It is attributed, on 30th
June 1960, to any person with one ancestor whoow@s a member of a tribe or part of a
tribe established on the territory of the Congoobefl908."The translation of this law was
that Rwandese immigrants who had immigrated to Godgring the colonial era were
stripped off their citizenship. The next law wascantradicting decision in 1971which
granted citizenship to all Rwandese and Burundiignamts who had come to Congo by June
1960.Another contradictory law was further impleneehin 1972 where the law declared that
citizenship would be granted to Rwandans and Buamsdwho had arrived in Congo from
January 1950. It was passed in the spirit of aditignthat aimed at promoting the status of
the indigenous community. In 1981,just before Mobegased from power, the law nullified

the preceding laws on legislation and attribute8518e year to which an ethnic community

Researcl8, no. 41 (2004): pp 321-336.
>3Hochschild, Adam. “Congo's Many PlundereBEzdnomic and Political Week#; no. 36(2001): pp 287-288.
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ought to have been established in Congo for itet@dnsidered a native of the state or to be
granted citizenship. The citizenship of the immidgsawas once more revoked. These land
politics promoted hatred among those consideredatises and those considered as outcast
who fought for their citizenship rights leading ¢onflicts. It is within this regard that the
2004 Congolese transitional government inauguraté@w that stated that “any individual
belonging to an ethnic group whose people andtdeyriconstitute what became the Congo

have a right to citizenship. This was aimed at ting peace in the region.

Apart from Mobutu’s ethnic conflicts and land padis, his greed and exploitation of the
natural resources also formed a crucial role inténmination of his regime. Mobutu needed
the support of the elites in Congo to ensure thaicoity of his regime. This support he
sustained through sharing and allocating the prdxeef the resources, giving them
exorbitant taxes and exempting them from taxatdobutu plundered the state’s resources

and treated the Congolese wealth as his wn.

This inaugurated the roots of rebellion as they tfet the poor state of Congolese economy
was deep rooted in Mobutu’s greed.AS Geroges consri€ior the Congolese people, the
major consequences of the Mobutu'‘s system of int&iitalized theft and corruption has been
the ruin of the country’s economy and social fabrigether with state decay and collapse.
Mobutu and his retainers succeeded in blocking @tdn growth and development by
destroying or neglecting the economic growth andadnfrastructure inherited from the
colonial past, and by depriving the state of basgources needed to meet the vital needs of
the people and to improve their living conditiofrsthe Congo, as in the rest of the African

continent, the persistent economic and state chags led to a growing realization that a

**Georges Nzongola-Ntalaj@he Congo: From Leopold to Kabila: A People’s Higt(London and New
York: Zed Books, 2002),p.148
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close relationship does exist between thein abdftyhe state to ensure a decent livelihood
for its citizens and the lack of democratylt is the combination of the above factors teat |
to the formation of a rebel groupin eastern Congdeu the leadership of Laurent Kabila,

supported by other great lakes states.

Burundi, Uganda, Angola and Rwanda opposed Mobutilevsudan supported Mobutu. In
May 1997, the Alliance of the Democratic Forcestfar liberation of Congo-Zaire (AFDL)
with the help of Rwanda and Uganda marched andtlmesvy Mobutu’'s regime.Rwanda
supported Kabila in order to eliminate the Hutwés in Zaire. Uganda supported Kabila as a
means of destroying Ugandan opposition groups thieeLord’s Resistance Army that had
settled in Eastern Congo. Angola joined the movemdere to the fact that Mobutu had not
only oppressed the Angolan immigrants that had fledZaire but also to eliminate the
Cabinda separates of Angola (UNITA) who supportesbMu®.In retrospect, Uganda and
Rwanda were also interested in looting the resasuticat were in Congo. This was later on
confirmed by the military clashes between Ugandah Rwandan soldiers between1999 and
2002 in Kisangani as Rwanda allowed foreign firm&xploit mineral resources and ended

up taking the lion’s share of the proceeds.

Eastern Congo under Laurent Kabila

The military forces of Laurent Kabila’s alliancesdimrces Democratic pour la liberation du
Congo captured Kinshasa on™May 1997, bringing to an end Mobutu dictatorstdpbila

restored the Country’s name to the Democratic riépuid Congo from Mobutu’s Zaire.

>>Georges Nzongola-Ntalaj@he Congo: From Leopold to Kabila: A People’s Higt@London and New
York: Zed Books, 200%. 152
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Laurent Kabila declared himself the president whilethe same time promised a new
constitution and voting by October 1998 and ApfB2 respectively .The regime of Laurent
Kabila saw the ignition of policies aimed at impray the economic growth of the state. In
1997, Kabila made a presentation on a three yeala@ment and reconstruction project
aimed at creating a social market. The plan reduaa estimated three billion dollars.
Unfortunately this plan was rejected. Kabila, stétermined to improve the economic
growth of the state ,introduced policies like tixelasion of foreigners from diamond mining,
the introduction of the Congolese franc, the caratbf the people’s shops that aimed at
providing basic needs at subsidised rates, thedaation of mining tax by foreign mining

companies among other. These policies led to ecandevelopment of Congo in 1997.

Although Kabila tried to create unity among difflereethnic communities through the
formation of the committees for people power, hilethto address the grievances of all
Congolese leading to his collapse. Changing thectires that created inequality and
conflicts in Congo required a lot of money whichbia did not have and the international
community was not willing to give funds besides hihreatening there exploitation of

minerals.

In 1998 Kabila fell out of the alliance with hisends who had put him to the throne over the
distribution of resources. He also felt threatebgdhe huge number of Tutsi government
officials, reinstated by the Ugandan and the Rwarsdates. This threatened his legitimacy as
they paid their allegiance to the Rwanda. He tloeeebrdered Rwanda to withdraw all its
forces from Congo. It is this statement that leé tsecond war in Congo in 1998 which has
been described by some scholars as one of the daosgferous wars in Africa since it

involved eight countries. It also led to the forioatof rebel groups whereby recruitment was

5" Martens, Luddabila et la révolution Congolaise; Pan Africanismme néocolonialisn{@éntwerp:éditions
EPO 2002) p. 245
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based along communal lines. Rwanda, for exampkggated theRassemblement congolais
pour la democratiea movement that they claimed would restore demgciracCongo but
later was to be used to abuse human rights inethiem especially in Kivu while Kabila also
turned to other rebel groups when he felt threatdme Uganda and Rwanda. These rebel

groups have further complicated conflicts in Eastéongo.

It is evident that most if not all actors involvedthe Congo conflict felt threatened by the
new structures that Kabila was putting in placend the looting of Congolese resources and
the Pan Africanist orientation of his regime whichd been used by some to address to
satisfy their own greetfThe evidence of this was later on confirmed byrttiktary clashes
between Ugandan and Rwandan soldiers’ between18@®@02 in Kisangani as Rwanda
allowed foreign firms to exploit mineral resour@sl ended up taking the lion’s share of the

proceeds.

2.4. The Role of the African States in the Secondo@go War, 1998-2002

The second Congolese war led to the formation wérse alliances between and among
African member states. The severity of this warted being labelled African Second World
War. These alliances can be divided into two;aht and the pro Kabila .The anti-Kabila
states were Rwanda, Uganda and Burundi. One aktimons why Rwanda was involved in
the Eastern DRC conflict in 1998 was majorly focus#ty purposes. Rwanda had initially
played a role in installing Kabila as a means afieg the cross border Hutu raidsKabila
failed to end the activities of the rebel group andvas further claimed that the group
received support from Kabila himself .In respors&abila failure Rwanda intervened in the

Congo conflict not only to eliminate the Interamhwet were located on the boarder

*8)C William; The friends of Congo and the Kabila systa journal of opinion vol26(1)
5David Shearer, “Africa’s Great WarSurvival,Vol. 41, No. 2 (Summer 1999):p. 94.
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Rwanda Eastern Congo border and the increasing tdidls that was becoming a security
dilemma for the Rwandese Tutsi leaders but alsgitoinate Kabila. According to Timothy,
Rwanda was also involved in the conflict to protdw Tutsi that were facing opposition
from both the natives of Eastern Congo and the Mo had fled theré® Other reasons that
led to Rwanda’s involvement in the conflict were ézonomic gain°*Rwanda had initially
been involved in plundering Congolese natural resesithrough its forces and Kabila's

order of withdrawal of these forces would becomelbstacle to Rwanda’s economy.

One of the reasons why Uganda was involved in ¢oered Congo war was due to Kabila’s
involvement with Sudan. Uganda and Sudan had arstationship with Sudan founded on
Sudan’s support of Uganda’s rebel groups among ttiemord’s resistance army and the
Nile front. Just like Rwanda, Uganda had also haedl Kabila would terminate this rebel
groups which he failed but instead became a frismdJganda’s enemy leading to a
declaration by president Museveni to enter into @mngolese territory to fight the rebels.
Museveni also commanded his troops to sieve Comgo#&rports to avert the Sudanese
forces from using them against Uganda. Ugandaalgsinterested in the natural resources

of eastern Congo just like Rwantfa.

Burundi on the other hand claimed to join the #abila coalition with the mandate of
terminating incursions by Hutu extremists, the ésréor the Defence of Democracy (FDD).
Burundi just like Rwanda had had its own share tbhie conflicts between the Hutu and
Tutsi. Kabila empowered the FDD in Eastern Congawert the Rwanda Uganda alliance

forces®*Some scholars have argued that for a long timeréefoonomic sanctions were

% Timothy Longman, “The Complex Reasons for Rwan@aigagement in Congo,” lfihe African Stakes of
the Congo Wared. John F. Clark (New York: Palgrave Macmill@92),p.131
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®230hn F. Clark, “Museveni’s Adventure in the ConganUganda’s Vietnam?” ithe African Stakes of the
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imposed in the country it was a major market fodgamuggled from Congo. Hence it was
also involved for economic gains. Zimbabwe beingember at the same time the head of
the department of defence got involved in the Cormydflict in response to Laurent Kabila’s
call for help from SADC against the Rwandan, Ugandad Burundi armies. Zimbabwe also
saw Congo as a fountain of wealth that would up&iatbabwe from the financial crisis.
Zimbabwe troop was therefore engaged in the cdnfitic the sole purpose of exploiting
natural resource$Angola surprised the international community whemgélan president,
dos Santos became a strong supporter of Kabildsamithed a sudden attack on august 23
on the Rwandan forces that were marching towarghéea. Dos Santos was driven by the
fact that the Angolan rebel group, the UNITA foreesre receiving massive support from
Rwanda. Angola also feared the probability of resources being plundered by Uganda’s

forces that were based in Kitona,situated near Aigoil rich region?®

Sam Nujoma, the Namibian president, sent militeopps to Congo in support of the SADC
invention .This was despite the fact that the Naanilparliament was against the president’s
actions. Najoma also shared the same Marxist idgods dos Santos, Mugabe and Kabila.
He was also of the opinion that the UNITA troopsreve giving the Namibians rebels arms
and assistance. Whether president Najuama'’s imBovewas out of the SADC intervention,
friendship or gain is debatable. Evidence has shthah Najuama’s loyalty was rewarded
shares in the Miba Diamond Company through hishemin law®.This war led to the

assignation of Laurent Kabila, just like Patriceariumba.

6 Africa confidential: Rhodes to the rescue; Iss0gNé 22 November 5(1999) p.6
®Jason Stearn§ancing in the Glory of Monsters: The Collapsehaf Congo and the Great
War of Africa(New York: Public Affairs, 2011)p.191
66.p_ .
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2.5 The 2002 Inter-Congolese Dialogue

The inter - Congolese dialogue (ICD) is peacesagrent that was signed between the
government of Congo, the Congolese rally for demogrthe movement for the liberation of
the Congo(MLC) the political opposition, the Coreg# or democracy/liberation
movement(RDC/ML) the Congolese rally for Democyadational(RCDN/N) and the Mai
Mai. *"The actors involved in the Congo conflict had an af planting an everlasting peace
in the DRC. The negotiations to the agreement fgake in Sun City and lasted nineteen
months®® The peace deal was accompanied by bilateral ealteen Uganda and Tanzania.
Although the peace agreement was a major suctedspisowed seeds that catalysed future
conflicts. The global and inclusive agreement hddié down structure for integration of a
national army, a transitional government and tlgawisation of free and fair elections. In an
attempt to implement the agreement, Azarias wasiafgd as one of the four vice presidents
with senior RCD officers attaining command of noKivu and western Kasai military
regions. The implementation of the agreement howeh@ not satisfy most of the RCD
officialsas they felt betrayed and cheated leatlingeveral grievances. The first grievance of
the agreement was witnessed by the Mai Mai. TheMW&j although they also received their
own potion of the cake, they felt in adequate anesof their officers were not military or

politically represented.

In response the Mai Mai rebels in October 2002¢leleized the town of Uvira in south
Kivu from the RCD which was supported by RwandaisThas a clear indication of the
brittle nature of the peace agreement signed eanlithe year. It also extinguished the cease
fire agreement of Lusaka that involved the withdzhwf foreign troops. There was no

gainsaying that even the termination of the Rwardkfence forces occupation in Congo, an

*’The Preamble ,The 2002 inter Congolese Dialogue
68Philip Winter,A Sacred Cause: The Inter-Congolese Dialogue 20003{Edinburgh: Librario, 2012).p.56
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agreement signed in July of the same year wouldshmet lived. The Rwandese forces
eventually withdrew from Congo hence renderingRI@D army weak. On the other hand the
Mai Mai militias felt rejuvenated and advanced todga Bukavu with an intention of

annexing more land and resourf@s.

In 2006 elections was finally conducted and Kabilson Joseph Kabila emerged as the
winner. This created conflicts within some groupsdxample the RCD that was not able to
win major positions in the elections. For example RCD lost the governship of north Kivu.

This led to another greed based conflict where &rRCD members under the leadership of
Laurent Nkunda declined integration as it woul#éha negative impact on their economic
status and power especially in eastern Congo. [akes on resulted in the formation of two

rebel groups: th€ongress pour la defence de peoflNDP) between 2006 and 2009 and

the March 23.

In 2004 Nkunda created havoc in south Kivu withustification of shielding Tutsis from
government genocide Nkunda’'s army occupation of aBukalso created serious human
rights abuses as women were raped and people fdodtbe their dwelling places.
“Nkunda officially launched his new CNDP rebellioam 2006. He drew largely on mid-
ranking Tutsi officers who had previously been e tRCD. The CNDP, based in the
highlands of Masisi and Rutshuru, claimed to defénredrights of the Tutsi community, those
claims were marred by their many abuses againsgotia¢ population.

The CNDP had big ambitions, in particular to bradgput either federalism or, according to
some of its former leaders, outright secession. \iite the tight networks and loyalty of

Tutsi commanders were the backbone of its milifagwess, Tutsi identity was also its main

®International crisis group. The Kivus the forgateucible of the Congo conflict. African report 86,2003 ,

p. 6
0 See more in International Crisis Group (ICG), ‘Tengo’s Transition Is Failing: Crisis in the Kivusfrica
Report N°91’ (30 March 2005)
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obstacle: in the eyes of most Congolese, the CNBR another expression of Rwandan
irredentism. This became particular clear in théyedays of the CNDP, when several of its
high-ranking Hutu officers defected, under presduwoen Serufuli and other RCD leaders,
who had by then been successfully courted by Kiseshim early 2006, the Hutu commanders
of both the 81st and 83rd brigades, Colonels Saniith Rugayi, both defected from Nkunda

and joined national army along with hundreds obps”"*

Nkunda rebel group continued to successfully greansin the recruitment of youth and even
child soldiers from Rwanda into his army. In 20@8, a result of intensive fighting in the
town of Sake, there was a call for a peace dialdgeeen Nkunda and the government. The
outcome of the dialogue was the agreement by thBRCt enter into some kind of military
integration. This agreement was however not adhéosetbading to a conflict between

Kinshasa and defeated Nkunda .The outcome wasefeatchf the government militafy.

The defeat of the government forces led to arigeadif insecurity and the lack of faith in the
government to shield its population from the atitag of the rebel groups. This in turn sowed
the seeds that led to the mobilization of differemitlitary groups within different ethnic
communities like the Hunde and Hutu communitiese Tovernment tried to resolve this
conflict through the Goma conference also knowthasConférencesur la Paix, la Sécurité
et le Développement du Nord et du Sud Ki@onference on the Peace, Security and
Development of North and South Kivu).despite fugdirom external actors, the conference

did not bear fruits.

"'Jarsonstearns: Understanding Congolese ArmedpSralsalama Project The Rift Valleyinstitute. Nairo
Kenya p. 39.
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2.6 Conclusion

From the above summary of the conflict in DRCgsikevident that several factors triggered
the conflict and have been responsible for its iooity. These factors range from the
foundations of colonialism, land issues, greed ek system of governance .All these
factors have contributed in prolonging the confliot Eastern DRC which is currently
responsible for the unsustainable development @ rdgion. It also evident that poor
methodologies in solving conflicts plus poor impkamation of peace agreements can fuel un

ending conflicts.
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CHAPTER THREE
THE EFFECTS OF RESOURCE CONFLICTS ON SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT: A CASE STUDY OF EASTERN DRC, ‘1998 - 2010’

3.1 Introduction

Chapter two was an overview of conflict in Easté&amocratic republic of Congo. It
analyzed the major causes of conflict in the Eastongo. It critically discussed the triggers
of the conflict from the pre-colonial era to colalém and finally under the major regimes
after independence. The chapter also analysed othjr actors in the conflict like the rebel
groups and the great lakes states like Uganda addrSplus the different peace initiatives.
Despite attempts by both the international andltlval community to put an end to the
conflict, the war in eastern DRC is still ongoingdacontinues to threaten sustainable

development not only to herself but the Great lakggon as a whole.

Chapter three is a critical analysis of the cagdystlt expounds on the effects of the conflict
by linking it with the three pillars of sustainaldevelopment. The chapter will also look at
Kabila's strategies towards sustainable developniEmts chapter relies on both qualitative

and quantitative data obtained.

3.2 Background

The term sustainable development as coined by thentBland commission refers to
development that meets the needs of the presehbutitompromising the ability of the
future to meet their own neefhis is the definition that this study will adopt.

In 1972, the United Nations held a conference otlgiolm on the Human environment. The
mandate of the conference was to delineate thésrighhuman beings to a healthy and more

productive environment. This conference was folldvby other conferences that discussed

3 Bruntland, G. (ed)Qur common future: the World Commission onEnviranraed
DevelopmerfOxford: Oxford University Press: United Nation§8F.p.45.
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the rights of human beings on basic necessitiesflilod, shelter, family planning amongst
others. The acceptance of the link between humamgbend the environment led to the

creation of other development organizations withim United Nations.

In 1980, the international union for the consdorafor natural resource (IUCN) provided a
precursor for sustainable development by assethiagjnature cannot be conserved without
eradicating poverty. It concluded that unless ligrtand productivity of the planet is safe
guarded, the human future is at risk.In 1986, therldvCommission On Environment And
Development( WCDE) launched a report “Our Commonuf@i which advanced the
understanding of the interdependent between the@aameent and human beings. It stated
that “the environment does not exist as a spheparage from human action, ambitions,
man’s needs, and therefore it should not be coresida isolation from human concerns. The
environment is where we all live, and developmenwvhat we all do in an attempting to

improve our lot within abode. The two are insepbeadf'

Chapter eleven of our common future focuses orceggesecurity, development and the
environment. This identifies environmental stressaasource of conflict and conflict as a
cause of unsustainable development. It argues dhaed conflict creates obstacles to
sustainable development as they exhaust resourmdsafluence that could be used to
eradicate poverty, the collapsed environmentalesystand underdevelopment that could

otherwise be utilized in fighting underdevelopmehich is a source of conflict.

In 1970 while celebrating the twenty fifth annivarnes, the United Nations secretary
declared that mankind is today confronted by dcaditand urgent choice, either increased
peaceful cooperation and progress of disunity amdlict and even annihilation. In 1992,the

Rio declaration avowed that warfare inhibits susthle development and that tranquility,

" ibid
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environmental protection and development are ieleted .Conflicts and sustainable
development are consequently considered as a teledesideratum, whereby conflicts
cannot be alienated from the economic, social awfitigal pillars of sustainable

development.

Since war wipes out the basis for developmentRileedeclaration also assigned to states the
responsibility of adopting a model for sustainadideelopment, that each state should pursue
social and economic progress and adopt a modsukiainable development, and the state of
forest principles. Conflict in eastern democraépublic of Congo is a natural resource based
conflict hence making it environmental related. Pak$ing the impact of the conflict on
sustainable development in the area is major s@m@rds ensuring sustainability in the

region since unsustainable development causesasnfl

3.3 The Effects of Conflict in Eastern DRC on Sustaable Development.

3.3.1 The effects of resource conflicts on the enenmental pillar of sustainable
development

The beauty of the Congolese environment is affirigdts natives who consider it the best
in Africa. Mr Emmanuel confirms this by saying thae Congolese environment is the best
that Africa has to offer .It' riches cannot be cargd to any other state “Congo is capable of
providing resources to Africa. What you call rivénsKenya is an equivalent of Congolese

streams. Without Congolese forests, Africa woulclsesert.”

Sustainable development requires the integratioeneironmental objectives, maintaining
natural resources and human health that serve gsoduof current and future growth.

Currently, the state of the environment continweddteriorate .This deterioration will harm

"Interview with Mr .Emannuel Ali, Embassy of the Degnatic Republic of Congo, Nairobi, July*22013
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the wellbeing of human beings especially the poalaulnerable members of the society. In
order to achieve sustainable development, enviromeheprotection shall constitute an

integral part of the development process and cammepnsidered in isolation from i

Conflict in eastern democratic republic continuesbe a major threat to environmental
sustainability and the United Nations is not empigyits maximum capacity to avert
environmental degradation in the regidAware of the reality of the importance of the
environment to sustainability, the DRC constituti@tognises the role of the state in the
protection of the environment and the right of eaegidividual to a healthy
environment®Although the state also boasts of a ministry ofinmjrwhose mandate is to
implement among them policies that would ensurerenmental protection, it stops short of

implementing these policies.

One of the major effects of the conflict has beenlbss of up to forty percent of the larger
mammals. Eastern part of Congo is a home to thegbléorest of the Congo which hosts
Virunga National Park.Virunga National Park is ddesed a world heritage since it is a
habitat to gorillas, a rare primate’s species mwlorld. The park is home to the worlds 480
out of the remaining seven hundred in the world ianzhe of the oldest national parks in the
world having been built in 1925several concerns have been raised over poaching as
Congolese feel the threat of this practice on theism industry and the beauty of Congo.
“With the rate of poaching and habitat loss, gasilin the region may disappear from most of
their present range in less than 10-15 years frmm get the fate of the great apes is closely

tied to ours as they inhabit some of the last ramgitropical rainforests — ecosystems that

’ ibid

" ibid
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79;\(/rI]R.EmannueI Ali, Embassy of the Democratic repubfi€ongolnterviewed by Omondi Emily, Nairobi, July
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not only assist in supplying water, food and medicbut also play a global role in carbon

sequestration and thus combating climate charige.”

Gorilla survival is endangered by loss of habitatoiue to agricultural growth, squalor of
habitat from logging besides natural epidemics sagtEbola and the new risk of diseases
passed from humans to gorillas, poaching for buskatm mining and charcoal
production®illegal trade in gorillas also continues to be ganémpediment?n 2007, an
entire family of gorillas was wiped out by the rebim protest against government policy on
conservation of the parks. The conflict has whadkedism which has not only led to loss of
government revenue but also has deprived the ratmark of revenue that is to be used in

ensuring that the park continues to run.

Logging

Forests present priceless ecological servicescal,loegional, and global levels. Local and
regional services include preservation of the hidyical cycle and important flood control
in a high-rainfall region. Other vital regional l&#its include regional-scale climate
regulation, cooling through evapo-transpiration,d ahuffering of climate variability.
Globally, Congo Basin forests represent about26euerof the total carbon stored in tropical
forests worldwide, mitigating anthropogenic emissid® Logging therefore threatens the

existence of forests which in turn threatens thsterce of the human race.

In rural parts of Congo, wood fuel continues totlve major source of fuel considering that

the price of gas and kerosene is high. Althoughitmpact of wood fuel collection may be

®Nellemann, C., I. Redmond, J. Refisch (eds). 20b@. Last Stand of the Gorilla — Environmental Criamel
Conflict in the Congo Basi\ Rapid Response Assessment. United Nations Envieots Programme, Printed
by Birkeland Trykkeri AS, Norway
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compensated by natural forest regeneration, it €t#h become a severe root of forest
degradation especially when there is demand comas ¢oncentrated markets such as urban
households and businesses. It is within this higmahd for timber by the industrialised
countries that has initiated logging as a lucratiagle in eastern DRC especially for the
militias and multinational companies. As part af #xtraction process, militias in North and
South Kivu of the DRC are estimated to make appnaxely 4 million USD annually from
taxes on charcoal which is exported to the Europé@ion, the Middle East, China and other

states in Asia and the United States of Amerita.

While efforts are made to control logging, sevepabce agreements have included the
removal of vehicle check points previously enfordmd park rangers to reduce not only
logging but also animal poaching. This becomes pma@bstacle in forest conservation in
Eastern DRC. It also continues to threaten thetexi® of wildlife and the livelihoods of

those living in the forest especially the pygmies.

Globalisation force has led to increased technoldginnovation. This has in turn led to
increased demand in electronics like mobile phopley, stations amongst others all of which
depend on cassiterite and coltan which is minedastern Congo. The growing demand of
these minerals have led to high prices which in turs increased over exploitation of these
minerals as more miners and mines continue to agm@his poses a threat to the existence
and use by future generations. Other environmetakerns related to mining include

digging of pits without backfilling, and its effeah water levels.

8world Bank. De Wasseige C et Bleforestation Trends In The Congo Basin: Recorgilihe Environment
And Economic Growth In The Congo B4gi2) pg7
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Strategies to respond to these issues includes¢ititng up of socially responsive and
environmentally sustainable supply chains and nreasto professionalize and formalize
artisanal and small-scale mining activities, sd tigks are managed and minimum standards
are introduced. These initiatives are partiallypinsd by the success of a third-party
certification scheme called “Green Gold—Oro Verdetroduced in 1999 in Colombia to
stop the social and environmental devastation chbgepoor mining practices in the lush
Choco Bioregion and to supply select jewellers wittteable, sustainable metal.In essence,
it is important to note that successful economiwetlgpment, which is the driver of
environmental degradation in Eastern Congo will b®tsustainable if environmental Issues

are not addressed at the planning st&ge.

3.3.2 The Effects on the Economic Pillar

The negotiations at the WSSD in 2002 demonstratedapor shift in the perception of

sustainable development—away from environmentaleisstoward social and economic
development. This shift, was driven by the needshefdeveloping countries and strongly
influenced by the Millennium Development Goals.Emmic sustainability, is the ability of

an economy to sustain a defined level of produgtividefinitely.

The economy of eastern Congo is highly dependemhiming and logging of forests apart
from farming. Eastern Congo is rich in mineral lithe, tungsten, tantalum, and gold. These
minerals are also known as “conflict minerals” toeir role in fuelling the world’s deadliest
on-going conflict. Tens of thousands of rural antisl miners and their families rely heavily
on mining as their source of revenue. This depetel®ias deepened over the years of armed
violent conflict. Pitiable governance and the ladkmplementation of the rule of law have

worn the social fabric of communities and the fedity of sustainable economic

#World commission on environment and developm@nir common futur@ 987 )pp.62-65
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alternatives. A few who opt to extract and transpoinerals, do not profit a lot as even
during transportation there is corruption and bsfb@volved. Many miners however, earn
more than they could hope to in any other actigiysidering that the average income of a

Congolese is only around US$1 per day.

After mining, these tainted minerals enter a comepply chain that stretches around the
world. Most of these minerals leave the DRC illgaind are then sold to smelters in Asia
and Europe®*Having been smelted, refined and processed, theraimare incorporated into
components such as capacitors, resistors or sdtée used in the assembly of a range of
products from portable consumer electronics to nadievices and advanced aeronautics.
After passing through brokers, wholesalers, andilezs, at the end of this supply chain are
the consumers. These are buyers of goods likepbelhes, cars, and light bufbdhere are
prevalent information of conspiracy between rebeugs and the national army to illicitly

exploit, tax, and trade minerals, money and &fims.

This is a system that rewards illicit trade andcdurages legal and stable commerce.
Minerals mined in areas controlled by armed groppss along the supply chain with
unreliable, falsified, or simply non-existent docemtation. Military and civilian authorities
are often unable, or unwilling, to fulfil their ntasasic regulatory responsibilities. Many are
preoccupied with extorting illegal “taxes” alongadle routes and at checkpoifitsThe
militarization of mining is exacerbating the armednflict which in turn threatens the

economy of eastern Congo. Instability and grindpayerty in the Congo have created a

8John Prendergast and Sasha Lezhnev, “From Mineotsil&Phone,” The Enough Project, November 10,
2009, p.37

¥ ibid

#Global Witness, “Faced with a Gun, What Can You'D@far and the Militarisation of Mining in Eastern
Congo,” July 2009, pp. 43-47.

* Ibid. pp. 23-37
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stagnant economy, and few companies are willinguest in this central African nation. The
international companies whbave invested in the Congo are primarily interested he t
resource-extraction sector, which at best dods litt help local people and at worst fuels

competition and conflict between armed groups.

In 2009 and 2010, there were a few foreign investsién the Congolese banking system,
which still remains weak and often unreliable. Evéough a considerable number of
commercial banks have started to operate in the ,DBRE€ majority of commercial
transactions still go through other informal chdanehich account for more than 80% of the
money supplied. Due to geographical and infrasimna¢tconstraints, and many years of
violence, most of these banks have remained cahfimenajor cities. There was no indicator
that they could expand their operations in the mg@re. In addition, banking regulation and
supervision are inadequate, and there is no sasi@irand functioning capital market. A
micro-finance sector, which aims to support smedlls projects, is ineffective, inaccessible
and largely non-existent in many parts of eastasnd0, especially in rural areas. Credits to
the private sector accounts for less than 5% of GIDié central banks estimate that there are
just about 60,000 bank accounts in Congo. The cpuatks a formalized banking sector.

Yet as of 2012 Congo had a population of 4.337ionifi°

Economically, the Congolese conflict has negayivaffected the Congolese agricultural
sector. An agricultural economy has always beeal e$pecially for developing countries as
it guarantees the provision of food for familieatticannot afford to purchase the goods. At
independence, Eastern Congo had a mixed agriculas@nomy of both pasrolism and
agriculture. Eastern Congo is very fertile and leepcoduceshigh agricultural yields.The

consistence conflict has alienated the whole arem fagricultural production, resulting in

% Annual Worlbank Report On Congo, (Democratic Réjoubf Congo 2012)p.1
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unemployment and suddenly mounting prices. Betwe00 to 2003,during the second
Congolese war, the price of manioc which is alstégod increased by over 9,000 per cent
in urban and rural markets in North Kivu in localeency. It rose by a factor of three to four,
and most sharply in rural areas. This huge econatadine was catalysed by the present
war. It was also as result of decades of confintt appression that eastern Congo especially
Kivus have known from pre-colonial times, to coldism and eventually through the

regimes of independent Congo.

From pastoralist point of view, the destructiontbéir livelihood undoubtedly started in
North Kivu with the blanket destruction of numerolbsndred thousand heads of cattle
between 1993 and 1996. Although most of the victimese major economic allies of the
Mobutu era, there were other small scale pastorahisl agricultural producers. It is this
destruction of livelihood that drove most of thehabitants into the dangerous mining
industry and to join rebel groups. “We can't gokbs the way things were before colt an,
because before, we used to have cows and goatsirtmat the war there have been none.

Each family here used to have maybe fifteen cows; there are none anymote.

Despite the positive link between infrastructurel @sonomic development, there continues
to be evidence that infrastructure in eastern DRBelow international standards not only in
in terms of quality but also quantity. The rivearisportation networks of the Congo Basin for
example hold great potential (25,000 kilometres nalvigable waterways) but remain

insignificant due to non-operational infrastructul@k of investment, and poor regulatory

frameworks. Lack of transportation infrastructuses lin essence fraught economic growth in

*'ICG interview, local chief near Kichanga, 17 Af#02
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the eastern Congo Basin by instilling blockadesaolé not only with international markets

but also internally in domestic markéfs.

The Armed resource conflict has also led to usnable development as it makes a huge
dent on scarce resources. Monetary resourcesdhiattieen earmarked for health, education,
and economic development have been diverted taupgcarms and train military personnel.
Despite the importance of state security, the amofimoney that has been and is being
spent on buying arms itself poses a threat to tleeashuman security itself which in turn

triggers conflict making it difficult for the state avert the conflict.

3.3.3 Resource Conflicts and the Social Pillar
The social pillar of Sustainable Development aimsleveloping health care, education,
security, stabilized population and equity.

Healthcare

One of the consequences of the prolonged conflithe outright collapse of the Congolese
health care system. Tens of thousands of the surs/nf the war including women who have
survived rape and the violence lack access to trelical faciliies. The Congolese
government is unable to provide adequate medicalices, rehabilitation programs, or
psychological counselling. According to a reseasalried out by the World Bank in 2002,
the percentage of Congolese who had access to ahéaailities was at 48.2 while only 52

percent have access to nutrition.

The miners also face numerous threats to theiltthemd personal safety. Miners work
without safety equipment or protection gear. Acnidethat occur in such areas become an

impediment to their well-being especially cave-afishafts and suffer landslides.

9carole Megev and,Aline Mosnier et al .The world lhaDeforestation trends in the Congo Basin;Recongil
Economic Growth And Forest Protection. New York.
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Other related threats include exhaustion Malnotritipoor sanitation, physical trauma, poor
sanitation, lack of medical treatment, and no cleater supply. Common injuries and

ailments include eye injuries; silicosis, conjuwitis, bronchitis, tuberculosis, asthma,

diarrhoea, skin lesions, deformed muscle and bonehildren due to heavy loads, and
contusions and severe bruising. Added to theseherampact of extensive drug use and
sexually transmitted diseases. The intense crowdingnslaved miners by the rebelsare
sometimes forced to sleep jammed together in the rehafts leading to infectious diseases

that have become rampa?ﬁ.

According to a Multiple Indicator Cluster Survegpnducted in early 2010, positions the
DRC amongst the worst-off for scores of basic iathes of health and well-being. The
under-5 child mortality rate was 158 per 1,000 Ir¢hs. The whole state lingered near the
crisis porch for global acute malnutrition of 10 gent. Not more than half of the population
had access to safe drinking-water cisterns, ang b#lper cent possess ample sanitation
facilities. The number of medical practioners wasiid to be low with some being forced to
acquire roles that they were not trained in.“l wa trained as a gynaecologist, but | am
being trained on the job, because the need at tispithl is so large. The Congolese
government does not provide our hospital with @sources*The few medical practioners
are also centred in the cities and are afraid aking in eastern democratic Congo especially

when there is conflict

This means that the victims of the conflict haveeay difficult time surviving the physical
scars of violence, much less addressing the psygloall ones. Moreover, lack of adequate

medical care to avert and treat diseases suchasrahand malaria further append to the

*Emannuel Ali, Embassy of the democratic republi€ohgo, Nairobi, July 272013
94Interview withDr. Roger Luhiriri, Panzi HospitaluBaku, South Kivu, September 2008

“ibid
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insurmountable daily struggles and dangers witrtedse Congolese women and their
children. The conflict has also led to the destamcbf hospitals and other health facilities

leading to its collapse in certain areas.
Human security

The conflict in eastern DRC is infamous for serisislation of human right to security.
Security of an individual is the basic prerogatihat is guaranteed by article three of the
universal declaration which states that “everyoas the right to life, liberty and the security
of a person.® It was adopted by the United Nations in 1948 arfssequently its members.
Security of a person means that one is free frdrfoahs of violence from either public or
private sources, not to be tortured in any waybadily and psychological honour and to
security in and control of their body. Security dae of the twenty seven principles of
sustainable development given that sustainablelaj@vent is pertinent to all the aspects of
human life?’Security of an individual encourages both econoarid social development
which in turn promotes sustainable development.kLat security promotes a security
dilemma seen in increased purchase of weapongfoptection which results in conflicts
when triggered by other factors hence un sustdityabAs the United Nations commission
on human security report puts it “good health amége for all depend on peace and
development-to ensure universal access to the begigrements of food, nutrition, clean

drinking water, hygiene ,sanitation and housifg.”

According to the United Nations, the governmentDRRC has failed to provide human
security to the natives of eastern DRC despiteeitegnition in the constitution. Article 16 of

the constitution of DRC 2005 states that “the imtlial is sacred and that the state has the

**The Universal Declaration Of Human Rights Article 3
" Rio Declaration On Environment And Protection(1@®ciple 25
**United NationsHuman Security Now: Commission On Human Se¢Meéy York :World Bank,2003),7
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obligation to protect him or her. All persons hdke right to life, physical integrity and to
the free development of their personality, whilspecting the law, public order, the rights of

others and public morality.

The mandate of implementing this constitution s tble of the different security bodies like
the police and the army. These public authoritiesadso responsible for the elimination of
sexual violence used as an instrument in the dégtlon and displacement of families.
International treaties and agreements notwithstendiny sexual violence committed against
any person with the intention to destabilize ordisplace a family and to make a whole
people disappear is established as a crime adainsanity punishable by law. Yet, it is the
same government that has been accused of humas sigturity violations:*® According to
enough projects, the police, the army and the gowent are the primary predators of rape,
murder, torture and extortion. There is high lesetorruption within the Congolese national
army!°’This has escalated the conflict leading to the tdsspproximately 5.4 million people

who have died as a result of the conflict since61'99

Since the late 1990s, waves of violent conflictenéarced hundreds of thousands of people
from their homes; in late 2010, the displaced pafoih was an estimated 1.7 million, more
than half of them children.Targeted sexual violeaoe mass rape continue to terrify and
severely harm women and girls. Civilians in easteomgo, predominantly women and girls,
are targets of conscience-shocking viciousnesssardal violence. On a daily basis, they
face a harrowing display of terrorization from admmailitias, the military, and even the

police. This has created a culture of rape andhgilivhich is seen normal by not only the

%The constitution of the Democratic republic of Con4rticle 16(2005)

Clbid. Article 15

Report of International Trade Union Confederation. Violenogafst Women In Eastern DRC : Whose
Responsibility ? Whose Complicity ?,2011

%2nterview with Mr. Emannuel Ali, Embassy of the deeratic republic of Congo, Nairobi, July22013

101

53



rebel but also the inhabitarif§. Armed groups wreak havoc in Eastern Congo by rieing
communities and fighting for power and mineral reses. The Congolese conflict has also
led to thousands of forced displacements. Thedadacforcibly displaced asylum seekers,

all cadres of refugees and internally displacedqes.

The conflict has also negatively affected sustam@eace in The Great Lakes. For instance
the attack of the city of Goma by the ADF on July 2013 led to an exodus of about 66,000
Congolese who fled to Uganda for secutfThis already has created security tensions in
the lake region. Uganda for example is on the aled to the July 2013 attack and has
responded by tightening its security to ensure thate are no rebels moving into the
country®. The attack could also lead to a rebirth of cobftietween Rwanda and the DRC

as already DRC is accusing Rwanda of direct involet in the attack.

The influx of refugees from Eastern Congo coulsbgbrovide a breeding zone of a new
rebel group Uganda. This is likely to result intasill over or bad neighbourhood effect
which is a major risk factor as such countries &kely to experience onsets of
instability 1°®Within the context of human security, the priorifiyen to housing has always
been reflection of the value attached to sustamagttiements as a prerequisite for the
attainment for development objectives .Access tegadte housing is a vital necessity for
sustainable family units. Thousands of people vaee have been forced to flee their homes
and live in camps while some continue living in twdd as they flee from the conflict zones.
%The reality of lack of shelter also means thatehgsople are not eligible to access basic
public services like sanitation facilities. In atioi to these deprivations, the realism of living

in camps and forests is concurrent to the psychmdbgauma of gloom and bleakness which

103

Interview with MR.Emannuel Ali, Embassy of the deratic republic of Congo, Nairobi, July®22013
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102 ipjd.

1% world Bank, Development report 2011,2

Interview with Mr..Emannuel Ali, Embassy of the deeratic republic of Congo, Nairobi, July22013
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is born as a result of lack of opportunities aldngith mounting aspirations .in essence,

inadequate housing leads to an insecure generdtion.
Poverty

There is strong evidence in the conflict literatuteat conflict fuels poverty which
compromises development. Recent poverty surveysatehat poverty is reducing in most
parts of the world, but countries affected by ciot§lcannot keep up. This is mainly for every
country affected by conflict; poverty eradicati@y$ behind by 2.7 percelffOn average a
country that experienced violence from 1981 to 2885 a 25 percent higher poverty rates
than that with no violencE’Eastern Congo has experienced conflict for decauishas
resulted in increased poverty .This poverty hassed them to extreme exploitation by the

rebels as most inhabitants see mining as thernabns of subsistence.

Living and working in squalid conditions, individsaand families borrow beyond their
scanty means, finding themselves in debt and amérey of mine shaft owners, lenders and
the armed groups. Informants disclosed that livamgl working conditions in the mines
controlled by the FARDC (DRC's national army) asepor as those in mines controlled by
the FDLR (a militia led by Rwandan Hutu rebels ovagly formed by Rwanda’s

génocidaireyand other armed groups.
Equity

The ethical principle of equity and especially rgenerational equity is key to the concept of
sustainable development. Equity can be defineabkihg at its basic indicators which range

from equality of an opportunity to realize one’telat, at the macro-level, reduced disparities

198 Clarence Tshitereke. Institute for security stsdrhere Shall Be Houses, Security And Con{&otith
Africa, institute for security studies,2009) pg 4

19%\World Bank, World development report( 2011) p.4

110 1bid pg 60

ETS Interviews in Goma, Bukavu, Walikale and Madi¥RC, June and July 2010.
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in income and wealth, fair distribution and allecat of public assets including proceeds
from the natural resources, empowerment to acaassmation and representation and

participation in vital process of decision makirg.

According to the United Nations Development Progree, inclusion and equity are
“indispensable requirements for sustainable deveéoy just as development cannot only be
about economic growth nor can sustainability be afout protection the environmeHt:
Equity promotes a sustainable use of resources. distribution of resources results in
collective responsibility in managing the resourt&dhis in turn promotes sustainable
development.Inequality in resource allocation imtleads to conflicts. Indeed some of the
rebel groups in eastern democratic republic of ©omgnerged as a result of unfair
distribution of the proceeds of the resources @afgaluring the Mobutu erd**The rebel
groups are in turn responsible for overexploitatddresources that threatens their existence

and possible use by generations to come.

The DRC constitution recognises the importanceqoitg in to sustainable development. All
the Congolese have the right to enjoy national thedlhe State has the duty to redistribute
the wealth equitably and to safeguard the rightdevelopment:'®yet the Congolese
government continues to go against the constitutipnmplementing policies that catalyse

the existing inequities .

117 ele, S. Jaranam T. “Equity in the context of airsible developmentNote for UN GSPversion no 2(April
2013):4

3Hellen Clark’ Statement On Global Launch Of The 28luman Development Report."The Rise Of The
South: Human Progress In Diverse World”.Mexico.2013

114Gadgil, M., "Culture, Perceptions and Attitudedte Environment”, in P. Jacobs andD. A. Munro (Eds.
Conservation with Equity: Strategies for Sustaiadbévelopment, International Union for Conservatbn
Nature and Natural Resources(Cambridge, U. K.,2pp785-94.

®Interview with MR.Emannuel Ali, Embassy of the desratic republic of Congo, Nairobi, July'22013
*The Constitution Of The Democratic Republic Of Congrticle 58(2005)
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The constitution also upholds equity in the tresiof both genders. It recognizes the
importance and the role of women in both politieatl economic aspects of life to aid in the
realization of development. One of the effectsh@ tonflict in eastern DRC is that it has
become an obstacle to women empowerment and hewedogment. Women forced into
early marriages by the rebel groups are forcedrdp dut of school hence denying them of
the chance of acquiring leadership posts in futWemen’s voices are unheard and are a

minority in the Congolese government.

According to the United Nations gender inequalitdex, that is measured in terms of
reproductive health, empowerment and economicifctivhe DRC has a Gll value of 0.681,

ranking it 144 out of 148 countries in the 2012exdin Congo (Democratic Republic of the),

8.2 percent of parliamentary seats are held by wored 10.7 percent of adult women have
reached a secondary or higher level of educationpemed to 36.2 percent of their male
counterparts. For every 100,000 live births, 540nen die from pregnancy related causes;
and the adolescent fertility rate is 170.6 birtles pO0O live births. Female participation in

the labour market is 70.2 percent compared to f&2.ten**’

The GII shows the loss in human development duedquality between female and male

achievements in the three Gll dimensions.

Education

It is one of the universally agreed triggers oftaimable development. In December 2002,the
united nations adopted resolution 57/254 on thi#ednNations decade for sustainable
development(2005-2004). Education for sustainaleleelbpment equips learners and even

the citizens with skills that will sustain them time future. It comprises the acquisition of

117

United Nations Development report: The Rise Of Bloaith, Human Progress In A Developing World,
DRC(20134
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knowledge skills, the right attitudes and values thill enable them will make them use the
environment in a productive manner with an objectf improving the quality of life and
sustaining societies. In essence it contributesth® “the acquisition and practice of
knowledge, values and skills that ensure balancevdssm the economic, social and
environmental aspects of development and observafhceoth individuals and society

development and progress in [ifé&.

Education equips one with basic skill that enhansastainable development. Through
education, conflict in eastern Congo can be ersglicas people will be able to explore other
means of livelihood, settling disputes and acqaibetter way of managing the resource. This

unfortunately remain a dream for most citizensasitern Congo.

The conflict in eastern Congo has had great caresemps on education. Eastern Congo is a
habitat to many orphans and children who were attwd witchcraft and hence banished
from the community. About 12000 child soldiers a@t#l being recruited by the armed
groups. Some children however have voluntarilygdithe armed forces to avenge the death
of their kinsmen while others are driven to it doepoverty. This has made it difficult for
children to access educational facilities. The arghspend a lot of time looking for means of
livelihood in the cities. Evidence of this is refted in the capital city that currently has

registered a large number of street children.

3.3.5 Poor governance

The DRC'’s wealth is gradually becoming a mechanigar promoting loyalty to the Kabila
regime. This is a residue of Mobutu’s governancemtall the Mobutu allies were rewarded
with the minerals in the region. Congo continueb¢oa theatre for corruption, divide and

rule politics and discrimination. In 2011, the Afin progress panel estimated that

UNESCO.Regional Guiding Framework of ESD for thatregion, Beirut (2008)
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approximately one point three five US dollars, whiwas equal to DRC’s Congolese’s
double spending on health and education. Accortbnthe report, mining assets that were
sold to two companies passed through the same ecompée company had also evaded
some taxes$'® The failure the Congolese government to provideissy and basic amenities

to its citizens is a reflection of poor governance.

3.4 Addressing Sustainable Development

3.4.1Towards Sustainable Peace: -Joint Military Opetions in eastern DRC

Several attempts have been made towards achieustgisable peace in Congo.Some of
them have to a great extent helped in freezinglictsin the region. However it is important

to note that none of the peace initiatives havenl®ecessful in its objective of restoring

peace in the region.

Umoja Wetu

In 2008 the Congolese government sought the helth@fRwanda despite the fact that
Rwanda had previously been accused of helping eblNkunda. Both parties were able to
come to a mutual agreement on various issues. Otie onajor terms of the agreement was
the inauguration of a joint military force agaitisée CNDP and FDRL. This movement was
referred to as Umojawetu. There is no gainsayimag the UmojaWetuimitative to a greater
extent proved to be more successful compared ter atfitative. This is majorly because by
January 2009, tlohefof the CNDP, general Nkunda was arrested in Rwaaafter fleeing
Eastern Congo. This arrest weakened the CNDP. Mme@nBese troops were also able to
uproot the FDLR from Kivu. In the same year in ketyy, Rwanda withdrew her troops from
Congo. Meanwhile Rwanda also extended amnestyetd-B1L.R forces that are ready to go

back home as path towards achieving sustainableepeahe region. The Congolese forces

1% The African Progress Report, African Panel’s Flagpublication.2011
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however continued with the mandate of going after temnants of the FDRL and CNDP

forces that continue to violate human rights esplcin eastern Congtf®

Operation Kimia

The success of operation Umoja Wetu led to the d&ion of second peace operation called
operation Kimia. This operation was a joint initiat of the government of Congo and the
MONUC forces. The MONUC had a mandate of providimgjstical and military support to
both the FARDC and the government forces. The djperanvolved thirteen governments
and targeted both the southern and the northets paKivu'?*

This operation has however been ridiculed by humghts activists as it led a gross
violation of human rights yet according to thetedinations the primary objective of the
operation was to protect the population; to puead to the threat of the FDLR; and to re-

establish the authority of the Congolese stéte.

Amani Leo

Operation Kimia 1 was terminated by the Congoleseegiment in 2009 bringing into force

operation Amani Leo. The objectives of the operatiere “to protect the civilians, remove
negative forces from the population centres, rabdisth authority in liberated areas and to
restore state authority and re-establish stateostti ***To avoid human rights violations,

international humanitarian and refugee law by tlosin forces. A zero tolerance policy for
human rights violations will be strictly enforcedf*MONUC and the Congolese government

agreed to deploy military police at the battaliewdls.

120Report of the U.N. Secretary General on the Uriitations Organization Mission in the Democratic Rejmuof Congo,
December 4, 2009.

2libid.

2UN Group of Experts, ‘Letter dated 10 December 2066 the Chairman of the Security Council
Committee established pursuant to resolution 13884) concerning the Democratic Republic of the g&on
addressed to the President of the Security Cauncil
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129ONUC News After Operation Kimia I) January 2010

60



MONUC

The request by the Congolese government for a gtasithdrawal of the United Nations
peace keeping force led to the passing of reseluli625 by the United Nations. The
resolution changed the name of the United Natioission in DRC (MONUC) to the United
Nations stabilization mission in the DRC (MONUCAI3 change was to be effected from
July 2010. The resolution advocated for the prataecovf both humanitarian workers and the

civilians and withdrawal of peace keeping troopst®yend of July 2018

Despite attempts by the international communitgd awen the Congolese government in
eastern Congo, most of these peace initiatives falezl. Conflict in Eastern Congo is on-
going and continues to affect sustainable developmethe region different ways.

In July 1999,a ceasefire agreement was signedsaka. The United Nations peace keeping
force was given the mandate to monitor the sigrggdeanent to ensure the stability in the
region. This was later to become a task too heawyhie UN peace keeping force since they
failed to prevent violation of the agreement. Theult was the assassination of Kabila in
2001.Rwanda withdrew its troops from Congo in 20@flle Uganda withdrew its troops in

2003.

In conclusion ,all though this peace initiativesvé been considered by many as a failure, it
is important to note that they helped in maintagngeace for a given duration which helped
in providing the environment for stability henceomroting sustainable development.

However despite these attempts, the peace ingmtfailed to come up with policies that

2% |bid.
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would ensure that even the peace agreements &renfiplemented. As result the conflict is

still on going and increases to affect sustaindblelopment.

3.4.2 Policies and Strategies of Kabila’ s Administtion

The democratic republic of Congo acknowledges miygortance of sustainable development
as a means of addressing conflict in eastern datioaepublic of Congo. Joseph Kabila’'s
government rests oring’ chantiersalso known as five pillars, later on callidrevolution

de la modernitéwhich is a plan for the reconstruction of the count the sectors of
infrastructure, health and education, water anctetity, housing and unemploymentz®

It is worth noting that since un sustainabilitygastern Congo has been a result of conflicts,
the most vital attempt to ensuring sustainability the region has been through peace
initiatives which were have been discussed abovhileAthere continues to be ongoing
conflicts in eastern Congo, the government recagnthe importance of this region towards
ensuring economic growth in the country since mas an attractive proposition to many
investors who believe that it's a land where riches quickly made. “The government has
put policies to encourage foreign investments i@ tountry. The DRC has reviewed its

investment strategy by providing many incentivepdtential investors®*’

Evidence of this is seen between1998 to 2003, duifie second Congo war, where the
government signed sixty one mining contracts. THRCDnot only adopted the Ghanaian
mining code but also its own mining code considdmgdnany as one of the best mining
codes in the continent. The mining code of 2002 weader the sponsorship of the World
Bank. This was followed by the mining regulation2§f03 that introduced liberalism in the

mining sector. Despite the incentives of Kabila gownent to woo investors, there is

126 Hans HoebekeKabila on Shaky Ground as DRC Turns 50: The PslititContinuity?The African.Org,
February/March 2010
“"Interview with Mr. Emannuel Ali, Embassy of the deeratic republic of Congo, Nairobi, July22013
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evidence of contradictory signs from some of Kalgiavernment policies that if not

addressed would lower Congo as bait for investors.

The mining review, launched by the Congolese @728 one such policy that has become a
worry for investors. This policy was aimed at cliegnthe corruption that had taken place in
the mining sector by revoking mining licenses afeistors as a means in r to increase revenue
for the state. This was a horrifying experiencesmme companies as the time frame that was
taken for the review was long. According to onehaf governors, it was affecting the mining
sector economically. “It's a problem that this satihg of contract has taken nearly a year.
for the moment, it is frozen. Everyone is waitiray the review. Today the bankers do not

want to give credit to miners, because the bank veafeel secure’?®

The review finally led to illegal the shutting dowof KingamnyamboMusonoi tailings
(KMT) ,one of the largest investments in the courience sending a negative signal to
investors and questions their ability to protectefgn investors*’In April 2013 the
government ordered copper companies to stop ergodince the country was going to
process the minerals. This is despite the fact thatstate lacks sufficient electricity to

process its ore. As a result some companies hageriexced a fall in their share trading.

One of the pillars ofa revolution de la modernitées development in infrastructure. The
government of DRC has signed an agreement withegheblic of china in which China will
invest nine billion US dollars in developing infragture including railway in exchange for
access to Congolese minerals. However under peefsum the hegemonic powers, the deal

was reduced to six million US dollars. China hagagabuilt one kilometer road in Katanga

®Hans Hoebeke'Kabila On Shaky Ground As DRC Turns 50: The Pditif Continuity?"The African.Org,
February/March 2010
Fibid
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and north Kivu, two roads in Kinshasa and one hakpP. Despite the benefits of
infrastructure to the Congolese state, the futfithie agreement is still bleak with the claims

that China’s Exim bank which was to protect theestors has withdrawn.

While the DRC health sector is considered onehefworst in the world, there have been
attempts by the Kabila government to improve théster. Although inadequate, the
government has built health facilities in Conggtovide accessibility of health services. The
presence of several governmental and nongoverninang@nizations working in the region
is a Crystal manifestation of Kabila’s governmeriltimgness to complement its inadequacy
in provision of health services. For instance,gbeernment of DRC Congo has collaborated

with the with the United States’ government’s Glohealth initiative.

The government also acknowledges the importandeidifal medicine in improving service
delivery in the health care. The DRC governmentdisved herbalist to practice traditional
medicine. This to a great extent has allowed thoke cannot access and buy modern
medicine access health facilities at a lower cBs&sides, the herbal medicine has more
advantages compared to conventional medicine dmst fewer side effects, a herb can
sometimes cure more diseases than western medidirgeis besides claims that some herbal

medicines cure diseases faster than conventiondicme.

President Kabila recognizes that children holddéstiny of Congo for generations to come.
In one of his déclarations on the importance didcbn and the fact that the children suffer
most during the conflict as it interferes with theights to education, family, shelter ,

employment and eventually leaving them without hop&

%nterview with Mr.Emannuel Ali, Embassy of the desratic republic of Congo, Nairobi, July'22013

Bbid.
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It is within this context that Kabila's new visioof la revolution de la modernité has
embraced education as one of the sectors thabhiergment is and will address. Due to the
on-going conflict in eastern Congo, there is a merable number of children who have
dropped out of school. Some of these children, somes known as ‘kadogo’ sleep on the
streets making them vulnerable to not only attatks,as instruments of war by the rebel
group. The government, in collaboration with Unitedtions international Children’s Fund

has come up with a policy of removing the childfesm the streets and providing both
shelter and educatidfi‘The government is also setting up technical coidgean attempt to

equip learners with skills for self-employment ataod provide services to the Congolese
economy .The notion of attracting investors to tentry is also geared towards creating

employment to the youth.

3.5 CONCLUSION

From the study, it is evident that the resourceflainn eastern democratic republic of
Congo has had manifold effects on sustainable dpuwetnt in the DRC state. Evidence from
the primary and secondary data used also portregghis un sustainability continue to fuel
conflicts in not only the state, but also The Giasltes Region. It is also evident that despite
attempts, the region, which is considered rich imarals continues to be poor and the
government also lacks enough resources to implemeod policies aimed at implanting
sustainable development in the state. Overcomirgy ribgative effects of sustainable
development will requires addressing the mainessarising from the conflict. Until these
emerging issues are addressed at, it would beuliffio end un sustainability and hence the

conflict.

132

Interview with Mr. Emannuel Ali, Embassy of the deeratic republic of Congo, Nairobi, July'22013

65



CHAPTER FOUR
THE EFFECTS OF RESOURCE CONFLICTS ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
IN EASTERN DRC: A CRITICAL ANALYSIS

Chapter three is based on the case study thateisettect of conflict on sustainable
development. The chapter used both primary andnsiecy data to analyze how conflict has
affected the environmental, economic and the sqiil@rs of sustainable development. The
chapter also discussed the attempts by Kabila'semwrent to promote sustainable
development. The conclusion from the study was dftabugh there has been attempt by the
government to promote sustainable developmentetaffert continues to be inadequate and

unsustainable hence leading to the continued otsifilh the region.

This chapter is a scholarly analysis of the keyessthat are emerging from the study, that is
from chapter one to three. This chapter will givéetailed explanation and outlook on these
issues to reinforce the importance of addressiamtii sustainable development and solution
to Eastern Congo conflict is to be reached. Theeis4o be addressed in this chapter are :
poverty and sustainable development, women andicprthe role of the United Nations

with a special emphasis on the United Nations foamed poor implementation of sustainable
development policies which continues to be a majmstacle towards attaining peace and

sustainable development.

4.1 Emerging Issues

4.4.1 Poverty and Sustainable Development Efforts

Poverty and conflict are interwoven in DRC Congal amsustainable development in
Eastern DR C Congo patrticularly, is subject to mdisgourses and research in the past years

all in attempt to find solutions to the politicahda humanitarian crisis. Historical, political,
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ethnic speculative and economic factors have bé#wed to chronic poverty that has
engulfed the region. It is therefore apparent th&C Congo cannot attain sustainable
development and stability without addressing urnyegl poverty dilemma that is afflicting

Eastern DRC.

Numerous attempts have been made by the Conggtessnment and the international
community towards eradicating conflict by createay enabling environment for economic
recovery but without a strong focus on poverty. HBteempts, while emphasising on land
conflict over resources fail to question the roauses. Poverty is a characteristic of a
malfunctioning state hence any move towards bujlgieace and sustainable development
must focus on the root causes of poverty, whichessence is related to sustainable
development as a whole. Poverty eradication isdomehtal in restoring peace and also state
authority on resources where armed groups challengeority, and to boost development
where a majority of stakeholder is looking for bettonditions to secure their rights to
natural resources. Poverty has continuously beed as an excuse to fuel human security
violations. Due to poverty, many women are foraeaften venture outside of safe zones to
collect water or firewood, which puts them at geeatsk of attack. It is also due to poverty

that they are driven into working for rebels whal e abusing them.

Migration and artisanal mining

Migration is generally assumed to have not onlymaproving but also a deteriorating impact
on the immigrants. In eastern DRC poverty has iedyzeople to migrate to the mining sites
in order to improve their livelihoods but this hasturn resulted in them becoming more
impoverished and vulnerable. Economic disintegmatisocial flux, and resource plunder

have resulted in the proliferation of mining sitegh little or no respect for upholding
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economic development or poverty eradication. State non-state security forces and illegal

armed groups take advantage of the lawlessnedewandlegal taxes on miners?

While artisanal miners are generally poorly paiddRC Wages in North and South Kivu is
much lower than in other provinces. In 2008 forragée, miners in North Kivu, received
between 1$ and 5$ a ddy*The estimated annual salary in cassiterite andcatiines of
North and South Kivu is 800$, which was estimatede a third of what artisanal miners
received in western provincé$This salary received by the miners is always inades
making it difficult for the miners to sustain thdamilies. This is in addition to the high
commodity prices that are associated with the remaxts and poor infrastructure that makes

transportation difficult translating to the highnemodity prices.

It is universally accepted that all employers ainmaking maximum profits and that given

an opportunity the y would exploit and under pagirtttworkers. It is within this regard that

the United Nations consented to the formation bbila organisations and made it a right for
all employees. The government of the democratiabibp of Congo has recognised this in its
constitution. Article fourteen of the Congolese stitntion states that “All Congolese shall
have the right to form trade unions, companies tbhemorganisations or to freely become
members thereof to promote their well-being andetsure the defence of their social,

economic and cultural interests, according to dions stipulated by law?®

In eastern DRC, there is lack of bona fide trad®ns since most trade unions fall short of

active members as the employers and authoritiely dipg principle of dived and rule. The

3N. Garrett, Walikale. Artisanal Cassiterite Miniagd Trade in North Kivu, CASM, June 2008, p.12
134, .
Ibid p.46
1355|PRI, Artisanal Mining and Post-Conflict Reconstian in the Democratic Republic of Congo, October
2009, pp. 1-2.
B*The Constitution of the Democratic Republic of Coparticle 41
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performance of these unions appears to be relshtlabwarted by self-interest and

corruption and has not in actual fact helped taquicthe rights of workers.

The result of this is reflected in the poor workicnditions of artisanal miners where they
work without basic safety equipment such as prdpetwear, hard hats, and shielding

eyewear and clothing, which often results in irgari They also spend hours underground

devoid of proper ventilation and landslides ancecias of shafts which are frequéri.

Migration also contributes to poverty as most imwants forget their families hence leaving
them to fend for themselves. According to UNICH#HSs poverty has forced many children to
drop out of school to help their parents to workha mines. In country where there are many
ignorant people, this poverty has also forced ntanyive their children into early marriages

especially to the rebels.

A 2008 study meant to establish the levels of imeoand non-income child poverty,
identified those most affected, identify strengdml weaknesses in development planning
and policies, and propose areas of interventioe Stbdy argues that poverty is affected by
the household, the community dynamics and thetitgthal arrangements in relation to the
child. Based on available information on thesealags, indices was calculated to assess the
incidence and intensity of poverty based on a nmasgeand deprivation approach. The study
used a number of data sources: Survey 1-2-3 (200@G@ltiple Indicators Clusters Survey
(1995, 2001); the Demographic and Health Surve@20information on households from
the National Survey on Housing and Socio-Economiofiles (1999); and various
socioeconomic data gathered by the Ministry of Rilagy the Central Bank of Congo,

economic forecasters, and bilateral and multilhteomperation agencies. The study found

137 International Trade Union Confederati@®10 Annual Survey Of Violations Of Trade Uniongh&i in
Congo, Democratic Republ©@f Congq2010

B¥World Bank,Democratic Republic of Congo. Growth with Goverraircthe Mining SectoiMay 2008, pp.
58-59.
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that compared to the national poverty thresholcellethe proportion of poor children is
56.6% while compared to the international poverhtseshold level, and this proportion is
76.6%.

There were significant disparities between chiidreterms of poverty. Poverty is higher in
rural areas seventy six point seventy two perdasut urban areas with sixty one point four
nine percent. this increases over the age of 15wdr&h the households contain more than
seven People, decreases with increasing levelarehfal education — from eighty four point
nine percent where the household head is illitetatseventy six point seven percent where
the household head has attended an education#ltiost. This report was confirmed by the
Humphreys report that did a survey on south Kivd Eatanga districts. The report revealed
that living conditions are very poor, both as meaduby outcomes and as measured by
access to services. Housing conditions are bagie ower eighty percent of the sample
surveyed living in houses constructed of mud orbéked) mud bricks. The typical
household has to walk forty minutes to reach drigkivater. Forty two percent of the sample
has had no access to education while eleven peheehsuffered from severe sickness over

the two weeks®

Save the children maintains that most rural housdshrely on food from their harvests
which most of them cannot afford to sell as ithe major source of income. Poor households
in Bwito and Rutshuru however rely on market exade in addition to labour exchange.
Poverty has made it impossible for the poor to daveother basic needs like health and
education since eighty five percent of the totaloime is spent on fodd’ Lack of basic

education due to Poverty has resulted in ignoram illiteracy that shelter illiterate and

139Humphreys, MCommunityDriven Reconstruction in the Democratic Republi€ohgo: Baseline

Repor{Columbia University, 2008) p.23

“save the Children (UK)Jpdate Of The Household Economy Analysis Of ThalRapulation Of The
Plateaux Zone, Masisi, North Kivu, Democratic Rdpudf Congo, Save the Children UK — DRC
Programme(2003)
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ignorant citizens who don’t comprehend the implmas of human rights violations. This is

in addition to the fact that the Congolese govemmni&s not put in place strict measures to
ensure that every child is enrolled in school.dh @lso be attributed to the failure of the
government to provide basic education on humantgigiwareness and to imprison the
violators. Consequently, conflict in the regioncalsas become an impediment to education

as children are forced to stop their educatiorhag flee to safer zones.

Most people are not aware of institutions that ainupholding human rights and what the
universal declaration of human rights entails. Tiés sustained the cycle of poverty and
unsustainable development since if they do not @®adhool, then human rights abuses
continue. It also means that those who do not gutfh education are likely not to take their
children to school and their children too may fallpursuit. Children who drop out of school
become targets of rebel groups hence were enstimengontinuity of the conflict as they do
not only fight but also create revenue for the Il working in the mining sites. This
allows the rebels to purchase arms. Others engageimes all of which becomes an

impediment to sustainable development.

There is need for more funds to be allocated forepy eradication programmes since the
Congolese conflict has had a spill neighbourhoddcef These funds will not only aim at
improving livelihoods of the natives of Eastern @orbut also provision of basic necessities

in the refugee camps in neighbouring countries.

4.4.2 Women and the Conflict

There is significant increase in awareness in thstamable development field that
traditional practices concerning the identity ahd tole of women continues to be a major
setback to attaining sustainable development mcéf The negative norms that inhibit the

contribution and the enjoyment of women rights far¢her catalyzed during armed conflict
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hence leading to the notion that sexual violence eonflict is collateral. The conflict in
eastern Congo has proved right this notion seethennumerous violations of women'’s

rights.

Sexual violence

Eastern Congo has been referred to by many asaghigal of rape in the world. Sexual and
gender-based violence is increasingly becoming fanidg characteristic of this resource
conflict. Women and girls are sexually abused wirtown homes and at their workspace,
including, fields, forests and remote mining sitdeere laws and rules are often disrespected
and poor work and social conditions prevail. Estesashow that there are about 200,000
cases of rape that have been reported since tle¢ ointhe two Congolese wars. The United
Nations Population Fund(UNFPA) concluded that mibien 8000 cases of sexual violence
took place yearly in 2009 and 2010 in Eastern DRRIs however could be less than the

number of cases that have not been repottéd.

The culture of sexual violence is catalysed by tlibéhrebels and the Congolese soldiers who
have made it their sole responsibility to ensues this degrading act ceases to stop.

This rape has become so rampant that it has eva@wddacquired different forms. Sexual
violence is sometimes accompanied by gang rapeatafj@enutilation, rape in the presence of
family members, and rape in public places, rapé wistruments, looting and attack of whole
viIIages.142The culture of rape does not discriminate the mistrange from both young and

old women, those wealthy and poor.

MIUNFPA Statistics on sexual violence incidents in NorthiKin 2010,

Harvard Humanitarian Initiative, Characterizing 8akViolence in the Democratic Republic of Congo,
August 2009, p. 16

142
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There is no gainsaying that sexual violence isvitbest form of violence that a women can
experience in her life time. Rape may lead to bodlgchological and sometimes mental
problems that may eventually lead to committingcsld. In cases where the woman
conceives, the child remains a constant remind¢hefordeal. The end result is always the
neglect of the child by the parents and sometingsipal abuse. This leads to the denial of
children’s rights. Other consequences of rape deline contraction of HIV/AIDS and other
sexually transmitted facilities especially from themed groups, high cases of teenage
pregnancies among others being left by their hudband stigmatisation. This, accompanied
by lack of enough health facilities and counselianpedes suffering. In places like Bitama,
one has to cover sixty two kilometres in order ¢oess the averagely equipped hospital of
Masisi. This has led to death of so many women @alhe those with birth complications.
One of the consequences of rape is that it hasledsto economic underdevelopment in the
region. In eastern Congo, just like the rest ofigsfy women work twice as hard as men and
are responsible for providing for their familiess A result of rape, some women are afraid of
going out to the fields to engage in agriculturetiaties hence acting as an impediment to

economic unsustainability.

Consequently the conflict has also led to forcedriages. The rebels have for instance been
accused of taking women as their concubines artdeasame time forcefully taking young
girls into marriage. “Soldiers came in and pulld@l al our clothes... they took us to the
forest with them. They became our ‘husbands’ jyshaving sex with us.**3apart from the
minors, migrant miners also take wives and conamifor themselves. the belief that
proceeds from the mining industry are more compéaoeother sources of livelihood forces

male heads of families to migrate to such areasrigaheir wives behind.

3p|S interview, Search for Common Ground, Gom@gctiober 2011

73



Conflict and livelihood

The conflict has left women as the heads of theurseholds. This is majorly due to the fact
that their husbands have gone to the battle fildight either as rebels or against the rebels,
have migrated to the mining regions while some wupoverty have simply neglected their
families. Upholding this task however continuesb® demanding as it requires a lot of
sacrifice. For instance some women living in mingitgs have been compelled to engage in
prostitution as it is a quick way of earning monagcording to IPS, miners spend chunks of
their income on prostitutes although sometimes hewéhey refused to pay for the services
rendered** The average ages of those who practice prostitudi@ between eighteen to
thirty five years. Since prostitution in most casescurs in entertainment joints like
restaurants and pubs, most young people are latedgrostitution by older ladies who own
this jointswith the promise of employment. Poveltas forced majority of them to
complement their meagre earnings from their empbaynwith prostitution. Prostitution of
minors is further fuelled by the demand of youndsgilue to the belief that sex with young
girls is a source of wealth and virilitj*>or instance it is believed that if a man has si w
aBatwa woman, the man will not only be shieldedrftaullets, but his spinal cord will not be
broken and if he is HIV positive, he will be curdflhe eats a Batwa woman or child he will

be strengthenetf®

A study carried out by Sonke gender justice andvork in collaboration with prom undo, a
Brazilian nongovernmental organisation in Goma, timed of men admitted committing
sexual violence. Two thirds of men interviewed gted the notion that women who are

raped have provoked it by their attitude. Majoofymen did not believe that forced sex with

**pact, Contributing Towards a Post-Conflict Trawsitin the DRC: Addressing the Security of Artisanal

Mining Women in Katanga and Orientale Provinces,1#p95
145, .
Ibid. p.8.
1“8vomen for women. “Ending violence against womefango: Preparing men to advocate for women's
rights. 2007.
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their spouses is not wrong while another quartéewe that women can be forced into sex
and end up enjoying it. One interesting examptbesconfession of a forty year old man who
said that a girl entered his shop and requestedidter. The man however interpreted this as
a request for sex. He therefore took her in thediei@f the shop and had sex with her. He

believes that the girl liked it because “her bodgepted him to entet*’

Apart from prostitution, women also practice coaotraelationships also known as
kufanyandoaku carriewhich is relationship based on provision of sorhéhe revenue from
the mine to the woman in exchange for sexual faxdtMhen this occurs, the man’s wife who
was left behind hardly receives any revenue afaréed to solely provide for the family.Still
some women in an attempt to uphold their dignitgage in manual labour in the mining
sites. In both south and North Kivu, approximatdiyty to forty percent of women are
engaged in the mining sector as minor labours. Ereyengaged in manual transportation of
minerals, crushing, washing and sorting of ore® patriarchal nature of the mining industry
inhibits women from engaging in primary mining \etcording to the Congolese mining
code, any Congolese who is capable is allowed i Wwothe mining sectd?®In Kamituga
,the women who crush Gold bearing rocks, also kn@asn‘Twangeuses’ are underpaid
compared to their male counterparts. On averagd, daily earning is less than a dollar per
day, yet they are expected to use the amount tod@dor their familie$*®. The dust from the

mines also interferes with their health.

In eastern DRC women, livelihoods are also impdrianpreventing domestic violence.
Husbands hardly beat their wives when they comé& bame and find that there is food in

the house. This only becomes possible when the wdraee a source of livelihood.

14 The Guardian .One third of Congolese Men admit citing sexual violence. 24,2013.
18Article 26 of the Mining Code, Law number 007/2002
149bid pg 93
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Sexual Violence in eastern DRC is further fuellgditie low number of unreported cases .a
considerable number of women are not ready to tegases to the police for fear of being
raped by the police, the perpetrators sometimd®elthie guards and are left to walk freely
while sometimes it is the very police that they expected to report to that they are victims
of. For the few women and young girls who do get dipportunity to publicly identify their
rapists, prosecutions are slow to non-existent, repdisal attacks against the victim and/or
her family are common. This is further promoted thg weak judicial system, hence ,
although Congolese laws exist to protect such dextcd other forms of gender abuse, the

corrupt nature of the judicial system has madmtassible to implement the laws.

Women and Peace Building in Eastern DRC

Women’s views are not considered by men since #reyconsidered as children. This is
despite the fact that women are not only victimanflict, but they are either directly or
indirectly involved in perpetrating conflict.“In oicustoms, we have popularly held notions
like ‘women always think like children,” and ‘theyever mature beyond 14 years.”The
above sentiments are a clear indication of the sithtvomen in the Congolese society. For
instance, women use their convincing power to éiilte their husbands and sons to stop
conflict hence playing a role in restoration of geaDuring wars, the women remain behind
to take care of the families hence assuring thesbhnds of the continuity of the family. This
gives them a reason to fight in the war to attastice not only for themselves but also for
their children. Women are also involved in preparabf food and performing other basic
services for rebels to ensure that they live cotafdy. All these factors promote the
continuity of conflict. To develop effective sustable development strategy in Eastern DRC
will require the involvement of women. In essencegbilizing women as agents of
sustainable peace in DRC will demand the recagmibf the power women have to not only

challenge the thoughts but also the attitudes af. me
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Although the DRC constitution recognizes the imaoce of women in the society, women
are under-represented in leadership positions.pbweer to influence comes from leadership
posts. Leadership provides a forum to air voiceghefmarginalized through institutions like
parliament. Despite the fact that women represeet fifty percent of the total population of
DRC, they comprise less than forty percent of Kabigovernment making it difficult for the
opinions to be heard. There is no gainsaying tbegethat Kabila’s promise of promoting

the welfare of women remains to be theoretical.

Moving forward towards finalizing sustainable peatsvelopment is gender sensitive as it
demands the realization of women'’s participatiothe process. There is no denying that one
of the failures of sustainable peace in Eastern DRiBe lack of involvement of women in
the negotiations process. Peace negotiations on @drR@ot involve women and even when
they attend such forums, they are exempted fromréa negotiation process yet the
inclusion of women'’s ideas in sustainable confiegolution serves to link peace missionaries
with the realities on the ground. For instance womere not represented during the first
peace negotiations. This left a feeling of insdgugspecially because these same rebels are

the same ones that had been involved in sexuanadel

Despite the lack of government support, therenisagay of hope for women in Eastern
DRC. The existence of nongovernmental organizataoms other women initiatives are not
only trying to empower women economically, but aeb as a forum to air their grievances.
Some of these organizations like women for womevehaso offered education to men to
change their perception on women and to fight ffier tights of women. If men change the
negative attitudes towards women, then the cultdreexual violence will cease .Another
women initiatives actively involved in empoweringomen is the United Nations

women(UNIFEM). UNIFEM has advocated for the reprégBon of women in peace
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initiatives. For instance, UNIFEM supported womenattend the Sun City dialogue which
was held in South Africa. UNIFEM was able to praviguidance to the five commissions

that was set up on how women’s needs would be takeraccount.

This imitative led to the drafting of the Conga@ewomen’s declaration and action plan
indicating recommendations for the peace prot¥s.addition to the natives of UNIFEM,
the united nations security council also made alugisn 1325 that called for all parties of
armed conflict to recognize the role of women irage building and also offer protection
from sexual violence. It “Calls upon all partiesaioned conflict to respectfully international
law applicable to the rights and protection of wonend girls, especially as civilians, in
particular the obligations applicable to them unither Geneva Conventions of 1949 and the
Additional Protocols thereto of 1977, the Refugeen&ntion of 1951 and the Protocol
thereto of 1967, the Convention on the EliminatadrAll Forms of Discrimination against
Women of 1979 and the Optional Protocol thereto18®9 and the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child of 1989 anel two Optional Protocols thereto of 25
May 2000, and to bear in mind the relevant prowvisimf the Rome Statute of the

International Criminal Court'®*

In conclusion there is need for targeted econoreietbpment programs that help women
such training in micro loans to support their eqoimwell-being ,provision of guidance and
counseling services since exposure to prolongekknée and poverty has not only led to
health but also mental health problems. According survey carried by women for women,
seventy percent of women who make more than oné&rdper day think of hurting

themselves.There are now a critical window of opputy for ensuring that Congolese

women are actively included in their country’s neswuction. Yet, without concentrated

150 Reliefweb.july 2013
51ynited Nations Security Council. Resolution 132%@&dopted by the security council orf'8dtober 2000
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attention to the patterns of inequality and disamation against women, international efforts

to promote sustainable development in Congo wititicwe to be futile.

4.4.3 The Role of the United Nations

The mandate of the United Nations Charter is #ontain and ensure world peace. This
mandate however is becoming a major failure to Wmited Nations with eastern Congo
acting as a theatre to test the effectivenesseottited Nations to uphold its mandate. The
United Nations Mission in the Democratic RepublicCongo also known as MONUC, is the
largest United Nations peace keeping mission in wheld with an estimated eighteen
thousand ,six hundred and six uniformed workforcel @ vast network of volunteers,
buildings, vehicles, offices and infrastructure aasr the country. In the conflict stricken
eastern DRC, the sight of the United Nations velsictents and offices are a familiar sight
that they have become part and parcel of eastengcC&ome would therefore find the idea
of the withdrawal of the UN forces in Eastern DRCunthinkable one. Yet despite all these
there have been by not only the Congolese governmgralso the natives of eastern Congo
asking for the withdrawal of the United Nationsdes. For instance, in 2010,the Congolese
minister of communications and media Mr. Lambertlaieed that “The government of the
democratic republic of Congo believes it will be anposition to go it alone without the

United Nations in the next two yearS?

In July 2010, eastern region of the DRC witness$ex largest mass rape ever recorded in
history of conflict since and after the Second WdNar. This mass rape occurred within a
four-day period, whereby rebel groups not onlydezed but also sexually assaulted over

500 women. The amount of violence shocked locatlatscand initial reports described the

152

Institute for security studies .The African.org:Klalon shaky ground as DRC turns fifty issue(2Q20)
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numbers as “defying belief'®® This happened despite the presence of the Uniggidmé in
eastern DRC. The general assumption has beerhtharésence of the united nations in any

given region or conflict should be a safe havertlierinhabitants.

The United Nations also has the ability to provifig adequate leaders within each
Peacekeeping group. Furthermore, the United Natmssesses the means to provide each
peacekeeping group with communication devices Thiéed Nations did not employ any

of these methods prior to July 2010. Rather, (h&acekeepers located twenty miles from
the scene of the mass rape were unaware of thetseweil one week later. Some
peacekeepers never had training in protectingiansgt others chose not to patrol areas when
on duty. Others who patrolled were not keen endagiotice the habitats of the rebels.
Consequently the United Nations has been slow opty policies aimed at curbing this
crime. For example the UN only recognised rape asmacrime in 2008.prior to this there
was resolution 1325 which allowed the perpetratdnsape to walk freely. It is worth noting
that despite several attempts by the UN to stoe rapeastern Congo This crime still
continues to date. The United Nations once agailedfato provide security to this

marginalized group

A second failure of the United Nations MONUC hastéhe inability to get rid of the rebels
despite the fact that they have been there ford#ecadn 2008,MONUC was incapable of
preventing a new rebellion that had sprung. This ispite of receiving reinforcements and
the six battalions stationed in Goma. MONUC has leainimelicopters and armoured vehicles
while the M23 only has infantry troops. In 2009 @GNDP had 5,276 soldiers. In 2012, the
M23 has five times fewer soldiers. Yet despitetlait MONUC has not been able to protect

M23 from terrorizing the natives of eastern Cong@s worth noting that in an earlier report,

153Lindsey Hilsum Abused Village Women Speak Out for Justice in Rbhpe Capital of the World

GUARDIAN ( Oct. 13, 2010) PG5
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MONUC had complained of lack of enough peace kegp@rsonnel and resources as an

obstacle to their success.

In May 2012 in the village of The FDLR rebel dissed in earlier chapters massacred
civilians in Mijembe in South Kivu, 3km away fromMONUC base. In retort to MONUC'’s
inaction, the people demonstrated against UN pesgeks>*The outcome of this failure
was the preference by the rural folks to pay thkties for protection especially in regions
where there is only the presence of MONUE This is because for a long time it failed to
have refused to using force against the militiaprtaiect the natives despite its allowance in
the UN charter and its use t by the militia agathst people. In July 2013, history repeated
itself when M23 attacked the city of Goma killindeav people under the watch of the United

Nations. This again led to a demand by the Congdi@sthe withdrawal of MONUC.

In an attempt to restore peace in Eastern DRC,MOM€ able to negotiate peace with the
FARC by intergrading them in the national Congolasay leading to the formation of the
FARDC. This indicatives robust posture complicabélter aspects of attaining peace as the
FARDC was accused of reprisal killings while at th@me time the idea instilled fear
especially hence denial of justice to those whoewmeviously their victims .besides this,

the UN forces were also accused of abusing hungdutsriwhich was their mandate.

The above failures have raised questions of whdJihieed Nations is and what her mission
in eastern is Congo is about. Most Congolese aher difricans have different answers to

this question. To some MONUC are just a bunch ditary tourists who have come to

154RDC: 11 casques bleus de la MONUC blessés a KanumigRadio Okapi, 14 May 2012. “Voici I'oeuvre
des FDLRINTERAHAMWE rwandais dans la Paroisse ‘YEFM8HINDAJI'de BUNYAKIRI en territoire de
KALEHE, Province duSud-Kivu a I'Est de la RDCong®iocesan Justice and Peace

Commission, Bukavu.

®nterview with MR.Emannuel Ali, Embassy of the Desratic Republic of Congo, Nairobi, July22013
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explore and witness the war in Eastern CdrigaVhile some Congolese argue that the UN
forces are civilian with no major interest in East®RC but are out to make an income for
themselves through the thousands of dollars thest taceive as compensatibtipthers think
they are just but instruments used by the unitetioms security council to hide their
objective as they continue using Rwanda as anuim&nt to plunder Congolese resources.
For instance, despite the United Nations findinggt Rwanda and Uganda were plundering
Congolese resources, no strict sanctions haveibgmsed on these countries and especially

Rwanda which the DRC has on several occasiongraimgcerns over.

In conclusion, although the United Nations has iowas to face challenges in restoring
peace in the region, there is no gainsaying thae# failed through its methodologies of
resolving conflicts. It also continues to wastedf international resources to pay the blue
helmets that have been a disappointment to the @es® This raises the question of
whether it is now the right time for these forcedive which to some is unthinkable. The
answer to this question however is clear to thegomse government who currently are
mobilizing African forces from their friends in attempt to find a lasting solution to this

tragedy.

4.4.4 Poor Implementation of Sustainable DevelopméRolicies in DRC

Travesty in implementation of Peace agreements

Attempts by the Congolese government to restoreep@a eastern DRC led to a military
integration agreement on twenty third march 2008 agreement was facilitated by
Benjamin Mkapa, then Tanzanian president, Olesgbas@njo who was the president of

Nigeria, the Nationa Congress For the Defense o€ tReople, CNDP and

®yoweri Musevenis speech after the attack of theafiGoma in July 2013.available at www.telegraph

.co.uk/news/world news/africaandindianocean/deniocegoublicofcongo/973209/ugandas-president —laasch
attack -on-UN-over Congo-Millitary-tourism.html a&sed on 23 August 2013
®nterview with MR. Emannuel Ali, Embassy of the Desratic Republic of Congo, Nairobi, July*22013
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the Congolese government. The CNDP would be ingatpd into the army and the police,
and at the same time transform into a politicaltypand complete the necessary legal
formalities to that end. In response, the goverrim&s to release the political prisoners, set
reconciliation and amnestyfit further stated that the government “Undertakesreate a
ministerial structure responsible for national s#gulocal affairs and reconciliation. If no
distinct Ministry is created, all of the subjectemtioned above must clearly be taken into

account in the definition of a same ministry’s m@sgibilities.™°

Both parties however failed to this agreement. §beernment pretended to integrate the
CNDP while those who were integrated in the armgduihe opportunity to harass civilians.
The failure of this integration by the governmeed lto the formation of M23%°A rebel
group that continues to raise havoc in the couithe CNDP have argued that despite being
accorded the status of apolitical party, the govemt took baby steps towards political
integration but instead designated CNDPS tradititewders in the provincial assembly on
22 December 2009 although preceding this therebessh two ministerial reshuffles. This

move was seen as a violation of the peace arguiyethie CNDP now M23*.

Moreover the cancellation of election results ofsida a strong hold of CNDP further
aggravated this grievance. This election was tthbanarking point of CNDP’s official entry
to parliament. Other grievances that have beend ding the M23is that amnesty and
reconciliation was never fully implemented. Thiscame an impediment for the peace
process since a sustainable peace process becamess&ul through reconciliation.

Integration of CNDP troops also became a majoreissue to lack of clearness from the

158pRC. Agreement between the government and le congemattonal pour la defense de
peuple(CNDR.(Goma,march 2009)
9bid.Article 4

1%0Crisis Group interview, M23 members, Bunagana,ul$ 2012.
161,, .
Ibid
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government. The dispute revolved around the nurabdeployed CNDP forces who were a
few according to the CNDP, the fact that they wadlecated lower ranks and the reluctance
on the part of the government to formally recogritzeir ranks. CNDP officers revolted by
refusing to wear their uniforms. The Congolese gowveent had one other distorting
grievance brought by the FARDC members who expdessacern over the command posts
given to the Tutsi and Hutus. This ended with @dhto mutiny in September 2011. All the
above issues plus the influx of refugees from Rwaleading to land conflict§?provided a
theatre for another conflict which is still ongoiagd is increasingly becoming an obstacle to

sustainable development.

Factors contributing to poor policy implementation

Bureaucratic Corruption

One of the factors that have led to poor econorevth of eastern DRC is the corruption
that is practiced by the government officials whias spill -over effects. Corrupt officials
export their activities by extending their influenon other public officials. These corrupt
practices in future hinder development as with ttime public officials solicit individuals for
bribes. With time this becomes a culture henceaeduthe amount of government revenue.
A good example has been the mining sector. The @egsg soldiers have been accused by
the natives of forming alliances with the rebelsskploit the resources. According to some
Congolese the same soldiers, the same soldiersndiefoapayment in order to be allowed to
engage in mining activities. In businesses theeehagh costs of operation which sometimes
leads to losses hence discouraging others fromgamgan the same. As a result Congolese

informal has become dominant.

%2nternational Displacement Monitoring“ Land, poveerd identity. Roots of violent conflict in EastddRC”,

15 November2010
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Spill over effects is another factor that has baembstacle to sustainable development. The
United Nations panel of experts report on illegapleitation of Congolese resources
indicated that countries that were involved in ¢iohfin Congo were more interested in
Congolese resources. This has been discussed prel®us chapter. The involvement of
these states has complicated attempts by Conggtessnment to exercise authority over
their minerals and the mining sector. The repoihied out that states like Rwanda have
been involved in supporting rebels who are respbmgor plundering resources. In addition
to this, the current Asian through Chinese investnie DRC also raises questions of how
much minerals the Chinese government is likelp ibe offered and whether they will adhere
with the agreement. China currently has been adcosgoing against sanctions in pursuit of
natural resources. With the growing industrialisatin china, there is a high likelihood that
logging will still continue and plundering of mirsds may fail to cease. This is also likely to
lead to strained relationships between Congo amer attates like the United States who have

the same interest and are anti-Asian domination.

Although DRC is the rich in terms of resourcesisibne of the poorest in the world. As
result of the conflict Congolese government lackedk to fully implement its policies.

According to a report issued by World Bank andittternational monetary fund in 2010, the
DRC attained the rank of one of the heavily inddljgeor countries. In response to this, the
Breton woods institutions lifted this debt by twelpoint three billion US dollars and also
allocated resources for development. There is nmsgging that despite the poor governance,
DRC has come up with some of the best policies thamplemented would boost

sustainable. Among these are the mining policiesbild’s development pillars amongst

others.
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4.5Conclusion

In conclusion, this chapter has analysed someeoirthjor issues that have come up from the
study that need to be critically addressed to ensustainability.Some of these issues have
received very little recognition from not only tlecal government but also the international
society thus addressing these issues would refoite local and international support since
the DRC government not only lacks the politicalvdrito implement the policies, but its
efforts to implement these policies seem to be dvied by failure to address unsustainable

issues by the global community.
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CHAPTER FIVE

CONCLUSION
5.1 Summary
Chapter one set out to find the relationship betweesource conflict and sustainable
development. The study explored the research prollgh an objective of finding out and
showing the different meanings and understandiag lths been given by different scholars
on sustainable development on the relationship dmtw conflict and sustainable
development. The final conclusion hypothesisedheystudy was that the conflict in eastern

DRC has been catalysed by the availability of redtrgsources.

Chapter two gave a historical overview of the vese conflict in Eastern DRC by tracing
the origin of the first Congo war from pre-colon&ia under king Leopold, Eastern Congo
under colonisation, at independence and after inidgnce by focussing on the three major
regimes. Under the regimes the study discussedl&oavlaws and politics played a major
role in fuelling conflict in Eastern DRC and howetldifferent policies and structures of
Belgium later on became a determinant in Easter@ Dénflict .This chapter confirmed that
natural resources have been a major source oficioinlm the colonial times but was further
aggravated by greed of different regimes and acfbn® conclusion made was that the
involvement of many actors plus weak governancempanied by greed had negatively

affected sustainable development in Eastern BFRC.

Chapter three discussed the effects of this airdi sustainable development. The chapter
found out that resource conflict had negative effeun sustainable development. It also
found out that the negative effects of un sustalityalwere also acting as conflict catalyst

hence resulting in the cyclic nature of the conflithe chapter also looked at the different
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minerals found in Eastern DRC and a conclusion mwade that all these resources have not
been spared by the looters especially timber abéltthat are necessary for industries and

the mobile phone industry.

Chapter four was a critical analysis of emergisgues from the previous chapters. The
issues analysed were the status of women in ed3f@) migration and poverty, the failure

of the United Nations peace keeping force and puptementation of policies on sustainable
development. The findings from this study revedbet oppression of women through sexual
violence had made eastern DRC a rape capital .Woneza also left to take care of the
households by the men and were to a great extemtrilmating to the sustainability of

violence. It was also observed that the failurethyy government to involve women was

become an impediment to sustainable peace process.

5.2 Key Findings

One of the key findings is that the conflict in EBas DRC is complicated in nature as it
involves multiple actors who were and are stillalved in the conflict either directly or
indirectly. Hence analysing conflict in DRC andeatipts to restore peace should involve all
these actors as they are capable of fuelling peatiee region. This should lead to policy
recommendations that will not only address all ¢hastors, but also will be comprehensive

and inclusive.

This study also found out that the availability reftural resources alone does not lead to
conflict which in turn threatens sustainability.ihs because the existence of minerals in
other countries like Tanzania and South Africa had led to the massacres and
unsustainability in all these countries. Unsustali@adevelopment and conflict occurs as a
result of social evils like tribalism, corruptiopredation from external actors as a result of

weak political institutions among others. This pasmoted the loot ability of these resources
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and at the same time become a major obstacle iressldg the social pillar of sustainable

development.

The Congolese policy of incorporating rebels irtte army has not helped in promoting
sustainable developmenit*On the contrary it has increased un sustainabdisy the
perpetrators of violence have adopted a false sehsecurity that there would always be
amnesty. This means that restoring security inréggon and all sustainable peace efforts
should apply legal measures in addressing thosehalie violated human rights. This will

give the citizens a sense of security and at theegame discourage future violatiotfs.

Finally the study has unearthed the issue of sp#ir effect of conflict which has led to un
sustainability and threatens the organization aic&h Union both during the first and the
second Congolese war. This un sustainability hdi¢dencreased environmental degradation
and un sustainability in a region that has greaeml for growth due to its vast natural

resources.

The study has concluded that natural resource basdtict affects sustainable development
as they both are complementary. This is in agreémith the United Nations idea that peace
and security provides an environment for sustama@fowth. With this regard, the

methodologies used in addressing conflict in EasteRC have to address sustainable
development issues, good governance and the maeaterhresources. Furthermore, the
international community needs to recognise thdtifaito address un sustainability in eastern

Congo threatens sustainability in the whole world.
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5.3 Recommendations

The first recommendation is that the blue helmbtukl be equipped with skills on fighting
militia groups as it has failed on several occasittnoffer protection. There should be strict
measures put in place by the United Nations to garewncidences of human rights abuse.
This will restore the people’s confidence in thelhere should also be a transparent
investigation on the accusation that Rwanda iseeuly fuelling militia activities in the
region. If found guilty there should be negativenons imposed on it as a state. The
government also needs to clean its forces to avagiks of collaboration with the militia.
1881l these will create a cooperative environment shinay encourage people to report
militia activities in the region. It may also prexehe springing up of local groups that spring
up in the name of offering protection to the nativbo later on become rebels. Peace
initiatives and forums should be created at villdgeels to promote reconciliation and

eastern tension between and among communities.

Although the United Nations has sought to sexuahes through the promulgation of article
1820, in 2008, there is need to end sexual violéhtmethods taken should be fully
implemented in order to obtain positive resultsistFiof all there is need for a public
campaign against sexual violence where the erntikeeholders are involved .Men should be
encouraged to live with their families since ithe neglect of homes that live women without
any form of security hence making them vulnerableattacks and rape by even the non-
rebels. Women should also be sensitised on thghtsisince according to the finding in the
study, most women are not aware of their right@rbmic empowerment of women through

issuing of loans, training on basic business skitld other income generating skills including
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technical colleges are important so that womeragaurce of livelihood and are not exposed

to rape and sexual exploitation in the mif¥&s.

The government should encourage foreign investmientie field of healthcare and also
other nongovernmental organizations by creatingeaceful environment. More medical
personnel should be trained in order to serve tl&igg demand of their services. They
should also be helped to acquire values of helpésks saving life to avoid the fear of
working in these areas. Basic public education ealth and especially first aid should be
offered to the natives of eastern D RC while ttexdite ones can also benefit from books like
“where there is no doctor”. Since the conflict Ipggchological effects on the victims, there
is need for free counselling sessions especiahytife victims of rape and former rebels so
that they can blend with the community. More HIVhttes need to be built especially in

eastern Congo.

Conflict resolution needs the authorities to pcose perpetrators of war crimes, implement
the governance reforms defined a long time agon apepolitical space for legitimate actors
and sanction foreign intervention since intergrgdihem in the government possess more
threats to human security. Companies that take radga of resources in war-torn areas
should have a responsibility to protect the inteatit of those areas. Transit countries can
also set out rules on the origin of the naturabueses.

The international community and regional organaadi in Africa need to be united in
realizing the effectiveness of sunctions. This duglbe done without discrimination as some
states like Rwanda and Uganda who are involvedhén donflict leading to a feeling of

favouritisming mistrust in the security council espally by the DRC citizens hence sowing

**|nstitute For Security Studies. Women And Peacédig. South Africa: 2008, p.6
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seeds of mistrust in of the security council concever Congo. Some of the multinational

companies from these states have also been acocuUdetisame.

Currently there are calls by certain scholars tolude culture as the fourth pillar of
sustainable development. This call may receive geition in the future since sustainable
development operates in an environment and patteo€nvironment is the society. There is
also a dearth of literature on how the conflict bffected the Congolese culture. It would
therefore be interesting to attempt a study in flakl.Similarly, since the country is well
endowed with resources, attempts should be madealyse to what extent Congo can be a

solution to poverty eradication in Africa.
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