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ABSTRACT

All over the world, general election is one of tkey elements in determining a countries’
leadership. This means, elections are the cormegsibany democracy, and the media has a vital
role in informing the public about what politicemre promising, telling the politicians what
ordinary people want, or do not want, and in emgurihat the polls arefree and faif.
Therefore, both local and international media aseful tools especially when a country gears
towards general elections. The effect of Globalmabver the years has increased international
community’s participation in strengthening demogracound the world. This is mainly as a
result of two main factors: the internal demanccotintries in the process of democratization,
and the external offer of the international orgatians working to promote democracy around
the world. This has led to an increased demandnfi@any countries in the process of
democratization to involve the help of internatibocammunity in organizing their electoral
processes. This study aimed at investigating the ob international media on third-world
countries electoral process and 2013 Kenya's Gemldeations. It sought to identify the role
played by the international media in the Kenya’'d2@lectoral process as well as the role of
international media on electoral process in a dlpbespective. The data used for this study was
mainly derived from secondary and primary sourdéss involved open ended interviews, in-
depth information gathering and document analyBeta collected in this procedure include
guotations, opinions and specific knowledge andk@amind information relating to the role of
international media on third-world countries eleatoprocess and 2013 Kenya's general
elections. Descriptive survey method is used agdbkearch design for this study. The findings
for this study suggest that international medidhind-world countries play a huge role in the
electoral processes. The international media pkysle in determining how voters vote,
highlighting new voting rules, length of registaati and campaigns as well as penalties of
election misconduct. The International media alsabps and asks the hard questions; questions
that the local media are scared of, or are simplyaftle to ask. Despite the role played by the
international media, strategic government officiadgst increase the power of the international
media as a tool that can be useful in executingncanas as well as an avenue for relaying
information. There is need for a legislative fransekvgoverning the international media while it
still respects media freedom and autonomy. As acton or suggestion for further related
research on the Kenyan election conflict, an exation of the Kenyan media audience as the
primary subject of study, as opposed to the intewnal media and government officials as this
research did, would give a bigger picture on the of the international media.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background of the Study
Elections are the cornerstone of any democracg, tae media has a vital role in
informing the public about what the politicians gnemising, in telling the politicians what
ordinary people want, or do not want, and in emguthat the polls are “free and fair”. This is
particularly important in countries lacking a solidckground of democratic rule. From the time
that elections are announced to when they takes plesually between six and eight weeks, there
is ample opportunity for incumbent leaders andigaro bend the rules to their advantage, in
subtle and not-so subtle ways
Elections in Africa are generally badly organiZeg the incumbents and are usually
accompanied by contestations, violence, and bletisiiten presented as tribal killings in the
western medfa A few cases of recent elections are illustratifehis phenomenon. The 2007
general elections in Nigeria that culminated inehextion of President Yara’Adua was contested
by the opposition and the international observamte@nd ended in court. The December 2007
elections in Kenya resulted in total violence thiimed more than 1000 lives and has been
presented as tribal killings between the Kikuyu ahd Luo communities. This image of
elections overflows in Africa affirms stereotypdwtt all African problems can be reduced to

savage tribal violence and killings.

! Gregory H. Fox, "Election Monitoring: The International Legal Setting," Wisconsin International Law
Journal, Vol. 19, No. 3 (Fall 2001), pp. 295-319.
2 Carlos Santiso, "International Co-operation for Democracy and Good Governance: Moving Toward a
Second Generation?", European Journal of Development Research, Vol. 13, No. 1 (June 2001), pp. 154—
180.
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The impacts of media on the elections criticallpws that the powerful media can easily
impact the whole election process. Whether thetielex are taking place in America, in Europe
or in any third world country of Asia or Africa,dhelection process can be greatly impacted and
hampered if the media take bias decisions and hidpsrtant informatioh The diversity of
media is important in order to have fair electioReporters from different companies can
provide news on different perspectives and evewtfall are fair in their approach, there will be
some of them who will be very loyal to their occtipas. Thus the emphasis should be kept on
the strict regulations and check and balance aetltempanies.

The international community's participation irestgthening democracy around the world
has evolved as a result of two factors: the infedeanand of countries in the process of
democratization, and the external offer of the rimiional organizations working to promote
democracy around the world. International co-op@naon electoral matters, just like other types
of international co-operation, has been the resiult demand generated by countries that have
established electoral democracies. Many countrnigke process of democratization have asked
the international community for help in organizitigeir electoral processésThis means that
democracy itself has been the main promoter ofriatéonal co-operation on electoral matters.
This idea is reinforced by the fact that most dasise has been provided to countries recently

democratized, as well as countries that are cuyréwing a process of democratic consolidation,

> Humpbhreys, P.J.,. Mass media and media policy in Western Europe. Manchester: Manchester University
Press. 1996 pp. 295-319
* Vikram K. Chand, "Democratisation from the Outside In: NGO and International Efforts to Promote
Open Elections," Third World Quarterly, Vol. 18, No. 3 (September 1997), pp. 543-562;
> Carlos Santiso, "International Co-operation for Democracy and Good Governance: Moving Toward a
Second Generation?", European Journal of Development Research, Vol. 13, No. 1 (June 2001), pp. 154—
180.
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and semi-authoritarian countries undergoing a @®ad liberalization, whereas assistance to
authoritarian regimes has been rather scant.
1.2 Statement of the Problem

The media plays a huge and important role durimgrgency situations. Journalists
spread information about the cause of the situaimhthe ongoing situation via various means,
including TV, radio and newspapers. The mediat bécal and international has become one of
the most powerful tools of conflict management of bme. It has the power to bring atrocities
right into our living rooms making as part of a @ that is thousands of miles away. The mass
media reach not only people’s homes, but also theids, shaping how they think and
sometimes their behavior. As a tool of influencé aontrol, it has also been used to maintain
the status quo and other powerful interests to umuhe democratization and perpetuate conflict.
The media have an important role to play in detemmg the public’s response to the situation.
The first similarity is the importance given by thgernational community to elections which
played a highly symbolic part in the peace procBewvertheless, these polls were not a panacea
as they were held in countries in which democrdimogue, individual security and often
political governance showed serious shortcominge. question that comes to mind through all
the above discussion is what is the major role thatlia plays that somehow makes their
supported candidates eventual winners. The rolheinedia has been no different during the
election crisis in Kenya. The media has coverbdbad range of subjects, including the political
story, the violence and destruction, the flighppebple at the internally displaced people (IDP)

camps, the condition of people within these carapd,the relocation of IDPs.



1.3 Objectives of the Study
The following are the study objectives
1.3.1 General Objective
The main objective of the study is to investigdte tole of international media on third-world
countries electoral process and 2013 Kenya's GeRézations
1.3.2 Specific Objectives
I. To examine the role the international media playedElectoral Process and 2013
Kenya’'s General Elections
ii.  To examine the role the international media playedpreading peace and security in
Kenya.
iii.  To establish the role the international media agctral Process in a global perspective
1.4 Hypotheses
I. The role the international media plays in Electd?abcess and 2013 Kenya’'s General
Elections
il International media plays a big role in spreadiegqe and security in Kenya.

iii. International media influence Electoral Procesallicountries.

1.5 Justification of the Research

The role of media is not conventional in the cotrimformation age where people are
more reluctant to observe and follow the trends #na given through various modes of media.
Whether it is a product or a service the media, tidreelectronic or print paper. This is the
major reason where many companies pour most pertadntheir budgets into these media

awareness campaigns making huge profits afterwdiusse things are in conjunction with the

4



branding strategies which have revolutionariesatiivertising world. The election campaigns are
nowadays not different from advertising campaigheme people focus more on the information
provided to them through news and channels. Thdidates on the other hand critically know
this issue and they are not falling behind in uging revelation. The key to success is media as
related to the elections. The presidential elestiohUnited States that held in 2008 definitely
describe the ways by which candidates were abltade millions of audience at any time
through media.

However, their real fear is that the Kenya Comroations (Broadcasting) Regulations
2009 would restrict cross media ownership. Crosdianewnership is where an individual or
firm runs radio, television and newspaper. Publisiiea time when Kenya is just emerging from
an election related political crisis, in which thmedia has been singled out as a key player, the
law is important to the extent that it seeks toimine the number of private media under the

control of a select business and political clique.

1.6 Literature Review

Elections are an important part of the democrnateress which allows various political
actors to compete over choices and issues. SuerNetdes that the goal of elections is to have
an open and competitive process that allows vadi@rpronounce on an issue or choose a
representative The electronic media on the other hand has ratiadthe conventional media of

newspapers to success. The internet age is cyrreffdring such enormous levels of services

® Sue Nelson, “The Electoral Process. An Overview" , Regional Workshop on Capacity Building in Electoral
Administration in Afria, Tangier Morocco, 2001. P. 24-28
5



that can easily create differedcdhe social networking websites are by the far tnvisited
websites on the internet including Facebook, My@pand Delicious.com to nhame a few of
them. When the 2008 presidential campaigns werghein way, an analysis of these websites
showcased how each of the major candidates obs#requbwer of social networking.

The results of the elections should accuratelgcethe will of the votefs Elections are
generally demanding and require a multitude of racand institutions whose intervention is
critical to the holding of a credible election. Taes also the need for a clear legal and
institutional foundation which establishes the sagnd nature of participation, election
administration and oversight. For free, fair amgligable elections to be achieved certain
acceptable elements must be put in place and tinetede: an equitable and fair electoral
framework; a professional neutral and transparkation administration; a generally acceptable
code of ethical behaviour in political and presseffom; accountability of all participants;
integrity safeguard mechanism and the enforcemérhe electoral laws and other relevant
laws’.

Going back to the rift which separates scholamsl\shg the development of electoral
processes in Africa, the same question can beexpmithe evolution of the media sector: should
one be optimistic or pessimistic about the medials in the building of electoral democracy in
Central Africa?

The optimistic will argue that, just as any eleatican be seen as an opportunity for

democratic principles to reinforce themselves, eaelia which makes its voice heard in these

7 Stanyer, J., Political parties, the internet and the 2005 general election: from web presence to e-
campaigning. Journal of Marketing Management, 2005. 21.
& Sue Nelson, “The Electoral Process. An Overview" , Regional Workshop on Capacity Building in Electoral
Administration in Afria, Tangier Morocco, 2001. P. 24-28
° Fombad, Charles Manga, “Election Management Bodies in Africa: Cameroon’s National Elections
Observatory”, African Human Rights Law Journal, 2003, Vol. 3, No. 1, pp. 25-51.
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post-conflict countries helps reinforce the freedofmexpressioff. Paradoxically, even the
abuses can contribute to democracy, if they arewlsed, punished and identified by the entire
profession as violating the principles guiding tiesponsible exercise of the freedom of the
press’. For optimists, regardless of their shortcomirthe, media’s contribution to the creation
of a space for debate and to the anchoring ofeciihip is in itself a remarkable advatfce

But pessimistics might argue whether African mealia not merely, like the elections
themselves, gadgets in the “democracy Kkit,” unsuitethe context, and perhaps even dangerous
pyromaniacs who maintain intrinsically perverseatiens with the governments and political
players. Indeed, the difficulties which countriaghe region have in generating (without foreign
aid) the economic and political conditions neces$ar the development of professional media
seem widespread. For pessimists, the media, ascthiesntly stand, are, at worst, instruments at
the service of political ambitions, and at bestpatent voices who are addressing citizens who
have no power, and whose rulers can use the medishdw to the outside world their
commitment to democraty

Elections are often seen as the last step imaitian and peace-building process, and are
meant to mark the return of a “legitimate” authgrisanctioned by the ballot. They are

considered a necessary step without which the itlamsfrom war to peace would not be

% Humphreys, P.J., Mass media and media policy in Western Europe. Manchester: Manchester

University Press. 1996. Vol. 3, No. 1, pp. 25-51.
' Fombad, Charles Manga, “Election Management Bodies in Africa: Cameroon’s National Elections
Observatory”, African Human Rights Law Journal, 2003, Vol. 3, No. 1, pp. 25-51.
2 Berry, D. (2008) “Journalism, Ethics and Society” Ashgate Publishing Limited (Farnham) pages 75-77,
3 Doyle, Michael W. and Nicholas Sambanis. Making War & Building Peace. New Jersey: Princeton
University Press, 2006 p.35
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possible, a necessary ingredient on the road bilisgd*. They are generally organized under the
supervision of the international community, esp@cihen the latter has been involved in the
resolution of crisis and bringing hostilities to emd.

Elections in post-conflict countries are “quitdika other elections.” First of all, they are
organized under the supervision of the internati@oaxmunity, often simultaneously to other
initiatives such as disarmament or measures takemsure the safety of the population. They
sometimes make little use of internal mobilizataand organization capacities, which means that
these processes can be relatively artiftcidVioreover, they are often seen as an end, when in
fact they only constitute a step and they alonengagnsure that the authorities to emerge from
the elections will exercise their mandate democadl§i. Moreover, in countries emerging from
conflict situations, they involve a number of risksce they can polarize even more societies
that have already been divided by a conflict. laljess Patrick Quantin reminds us, “what
distinguishes the electoral act is participationaircollective reflection which can turn into
confrontation.”

Thus, elections should not be considered the rahfpemula which will solve all the ills
of a country emerging from a conflict. But why, thés this relatively risk-laden step forward so
crucial, and why does it often mobilize significargntributions from donors? As Gauthier de
Villers claims, peculiarly about the DRC, electionsountries emerging from conflicts are seen

by the international community as “a necessary itmmd (that one would wish sufficient) to

% Galtung, Johan. “Peace Journalism - A Challenge”. In Kempf, Whilhelm and Heikki Loustarinen (eds.)
Journalism and the New World Order, Studying the War and the Media. Gothenburg, Sweden: Nordicom.
2002. Vol. 2.
> Joel Simon, (2000) “Banding Together,” in Attacks on the Press in 1998, New York: Committee to
Protect Journalists, 1992, p.201.
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rebuild a stat€. This task is, at bottom, more achievable and nmea@ageable than that, for
instance, of rebuilding the administration or amwror of fighting corruption...” Focusing on
the organization of elections means setting a l@aehechnical objective, which can signal the
beginning of the crisis-ridden country’s redevel@mt'. Moreover, these elections often
constitute the only option on which former belligets agre®. It often happens that, despite the
risks involved in such a polarizing process, diphbsn political stakeholders and armed
movements don’t have another possibility but tha  definitely put an end to the conflitt

Another similarity lies in the hope these pollsigeted in populations which, after much
suffering, probably expected more from these alastithan they could deliver: security and
stability, development and well-being. The highmtwt, at least in the first post-war elections (in
the DRC or Burundi for instance), revealed the pagans’ level of belief. Exercising their right
to vote often required much effort, as citizens tattavel long distances and wait hours in front
of a polling station in order to make their voicealhd. This energy can, in the future, turn into
mass lethargy if the polls are no longer considenedlible or if the new elected government
doesn’t fulfill all the populations’ wide expectattis.

A third similarity is the ongoing insecurity in @ parts of the territory or threatening
stability from the outside. These elections aimedhstall a dynamic to reinforce peace, though

fighting continued. Destabilizing the electoral gess could even become an objective of the

'® Doyle, Michael W. and Nicholas Sambanis. Making War & Building Peace. New Jersey: Princeton
University Press, 2006 p.35
7 Wolfsfeld, Gadi. Media and the Path to Peace. New York, USA: Cambridge University Press. 2004.
¥ Mohammed, B.J., “Democratization and the Challenge of Private Broadcasting in Kenya”, Africa Media
Review Vol. 8, No.1 (1994)
9 Traber, M. Towards the Democratization of Public Communication: A Critique of the Current Criteria of
News”, Journal of Africa Media Review, 1978, Vol. 2 No. 1
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armed factions. The perspective of elections cah donflicts and increase instability, though
they are often presented as the culmination optiaee process

Fourthly, one must underline the logistical chadle posed by the organization of
elections in those countries. Most of them are \amst, with the exception of Burundi and
Rwanda, scarcely populated. Census data were aipleeliand unavailable, transport was
difficult, and electricity all but ubiquitous. Nainly did the wars block development, but they
also lead to the deterioration of the infrastruefdhus making the task of those organizing the
elections even more complicated than in other “bgreg” countries. When logistical
challenges combine with political manipulations, can be difficult to determine which
dysfunctions are tied to technical problems, fraod informal mechanisms retrenching
freedont™,
1.6.1 Effect of International media on Election irKenya

An unprecedented public debate has been ragingenya over the role of the
International media prior, during and after the &ahElection. Questions about media conduct
continue to rise as the country attempts to defulat it considers a desirable media. The
manner in which the media reported and portrayedviblence that erupted between various
ethnic groups around the country in January 2008 dmame under special scrutiny. Before,
during, and after the elections, politicians, NG@syernment, members of the media itself, and
some of the public members, all had views aboutthdreand/or how the spread of information
through the broadcast and print media had congttd the 2007 post-election violence. The

Commission asked a number of individuals to testéfore it concerning the role of the media in

2% Galtung, Johan. “Peace Journalism - A Challenge”. Journalism and the New World Order, Studying the
War and the Media. Gothenburg, Sweden: Nordicom. 2002. Vol. 2.
2! Traber, M. Towards the Democratization of Public Communication: A Critique of the Current Criteria of
News”, Journal of Africa Media Review (1978), Vol. 2 No. 1
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the postelection violenée By bringing the various factors underlying Intational media
behavior in Kenya to the fore, this study opensfignored dimension to the debate on media
professionalism and ethics. It also provides asbfsirethinking media’s social responsibilities

as well as the changes necessary to orient methe tay-to-day aspirations of Kenyans.

1.6.2 International media as Gatekeeper

The media can also act as a gatekeeper who setslag filters issues and tries to
maintain a balance view. International media pggrthemselves as ‘balanced and fair,” even
when they seek privately to promote a particul@oldgical set of ideas and limit the public’s
exposure to a wide array of information. In 200@&agoonist in Denmark created international
conflict with his message about Muslifis The tensions experienced globally prompted
extensive analysis on how and when Internationaliangrofessionals should act as a gatekeeper
to prevent certain expressions that could be dedmmsdliating or offensive to some groups.

International media audiences globally are in a@estof change. This phenomenon
ultimately heavily influences how International meedavill behave in any society. The rise of
popular culture as an important element of conteargolnternational media is difficult to
ignore. Nevertheless, knowledge of the various ofactthat influence International media

behavior can provide a compass in a difficult delsaich as this on&'As gatekeepers or indeed

gateopeners it is claimed that the news media showddlig serve as the classical assembly

?2 Wanyande, P., Democracy and the One-party State: The African Experience in (ed) Democratic Theory
and Democratic Theory and Practice in Africa (Nairobi: Heinemann Kenya, 1987)
2 paletz, David L. The Media in American Politics: Contents and Consequences. New York: Longman,
(1999).
2% Galtung, Johan. “Peace Journalism - A Challenge”. In Kempf, Whilhelm and Heikki Loustarinen (eds.)
Journalism and the New World Order, Studying the War and the Media. Gothenburg, Sweden: Nordicom.
2002. Vol. 2.
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point by bringing together a plurality of diversgarests, voices, and viewpoints to debate issues
of public concern. It is hoped that if the mediafpens this role well, citizens are more likely to
be empowered and informed about their governmémiis, keeping political leaders responsive,
as well as educating citizens to facilitate ratiodebate and informed public opinion. This
gatekeeping role is often regarded as particularly ingo@t during election campaigns, where
citizens can only make an informed choice if mesifatems cover all parties and candidates
fairly, accurately, impartially, and without undfaoritism towards those in powr
1.6.3 International media as Policymaker

Policy does not just happen magically. Accordingsraber, there are many steps to the
policy making process and in theory, there arestages that a policy goes through before it is
enacte®®. These stages consist of the problem formatiomjngeof the agenda, policy
formulation, adoption and legitimation, implemerdat and administration, and policy
evaluation. The International media is involvedmlgén each of these policy stages. One should
take note that not all policies follow these exsteges, and that some policies do not go through
all the stage¥.

First of all, the International media's influenicethe problem formulation stage is big.
The nature of the International media is to replorigs to the public the way they are. Because
of this daily reporting the media can bring mangey of things to the forefront of the public
conscious. This is crucial because when the meelygnb reporting on the issues of importance

to public the policy makers tend to start listenifipis is what initiates the ball rolling, so to

2> Wanyande, P. “The Media as Civil Society and Its Role in Democratic Transition in Kenya”, Africa Media
Review (1996), Vol. 10, No.3
26 Graber, Doris (1989). A. Mass Media and American Politics. Washington D.C.: CQ Press,
” Howard, R. Rolt, H. van de Veen, H. Verhoeven. J. (Ed.) 2003. The Power of the media: A handbook for
peace builders. Utrecht, the Netherlands: European Centre for Conflict Prevention.
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speak. The press can also report on issues thahatageem that critical, and by merely creating
interest it can make a non-issue a major poliaydass

The next stage in the policy making process isfoneulation stag®. It is the stage in
which the policy makers decided what to do aboet tthings on the agenda. The role of the
International media in this stage is very importamtd it could be the most noticeable. During
this stage the policy makers tries to appeal to gheple through the International media.
Politicians also tell the International media thedeas for a certain policy and then the
International media reports it to the people. Teigtionship is critical in the process because it
is how politicians tell if their policies are beingell accepted by the people or if they are
ineffective or if they make them look unpleasanheTway in which things play in the
International media is of utmost importance to limernational media savvy politician. In this
stage of the process the International media slalsy researching the intricacies of policies put
forth by policy makers.

The International media'’s role in the next stegh process is a little bit tricky. This is
the implementation and administration stage of pbécy making process. In this stage the
policies are put in to effect and used. The Intéonal media's role here is that one of a
watchdog. Reporters investigate how the policies laing put into effect and report to the

public. This type of International media coverag@ cause a change in the administration of

%8 Graber, Doris (1989). A. Mass Media and American Politics. Washington D.C.: CQ Press,
* Wanyande, P. “The Media as Civil Society and Its Role in Democratic Transition in Kenya”, Africa Media
Review (1996), Vol. 10, No.3
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policies. The media's role in this stage is fagityiple; they make sure that the public know what
exactly the policy makers are dofflg

The final stage in the policy making process adogydo Graber is the evaluation stage. In this
stage feedback is sought to determine the oveffalitaeness of newly enacted polictesThe
role of the media here can be very important byingl the government accountable. The media
can do this by showing what is going on, by reda@ag: on policies, reporting studies on the
policy and allowing the people to voice complaiab®ut a policy. This is significant because if
it is found that a policy is not being effectivedynployed it can be changed so that it does work.
Basically, in this stage of evaluation the mediavpdes the public and the actual policy makers
with evidence regarding the effectiveness or ireifeness of policiés.

Through all this one can reasonably assume thatribéia is a very powerful entity in the
society. Without the media many people would knohatvis happening most of the time. In
theory, the media will provide an objective viewtbé policies put forth by the government, and
then allow people to formulate their own opiniortdowever, the press sometimes takes
advantage of the power that it has by skewing fastssometimes fails to report on both sides of
an issue. Overall, the media does a fairly pleagdmof presenting both sides of an issue. But if
one source of the news does not report one side stbory, there is always another source
reporting the news on the other side of the iEsue

The International media has influence on policyarakparticularly as they think about

* Amutabi N. Maurice, 2009, "Challenging the Orthodoxies: The Role of Ethnicity and Regional
Nationalism in Leadership and Democracy in Africa”, UNESCO Seminar, 28 — 30 September at Kisumu
Sports Ground
*! Graber, Doris (1989). A. Mass Media and American Politics. Washington D.C.: CQ Press,
> Barry E. Willey, -The Conflict-Media Connection: For Better or For Worse, [ Military Review, vol. 78,
no. 6
** Graber, Doris (1989). A. Mass Media and American Politics. Washington D.C.: CQ Press,
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how to prevent and respond to violent conflict. Timernational media is also a tool of

policymakers to get across their message. Someisteeven claim that CNN has taken over
policymaking - at least in humanitarian disastérations. Images on CNN of genocide, famine,
and violence force policymakers to intervene miliyato stop death, even if they do not think it

is in the best interest of their country to adds policy**.

1.6.4 International media as Diplomat

Sometimes the International media is used to caliplomatic initiatives and send
messages back and forth between sides of a confliisile policymakers usually prefer secret
negotiations, sometimes there are no direct charofetommunication. If one side wants to test
reactions to a negotiation proposal, they may seassages and signals to other groups through
the International media. At times, the news medik mvite leaders of opposing groups or
nations onto a TV or radio program to talk with leather. The media may help to create bridges
among enemies and build confidence needed torstgdtiations.

International media events can be used at thenbew of negotiations to build
confidence, facilitate negotiations or reduce dipdtic deadlocks to create a climate conducive
to negotiation. International media events suchpesss releases, rock concerts, or radio
programs can celebrate peace agreements and riegstid he International media events may
help to promote and mobilize public support for emgnents. The International media can
promote positive relationships between groups, @alhe in conflicts of national, ethnic or

religious identity®.

* Bernard M. Joinet, 2008, The Multi-Party System Debate, Regular Newsletter to My Superiors, White
Fathers, Dar-es-Salaam.
* Graber, Doris (1989). A. Mass Media and American Politics. Washington D.C.: CQ Press,
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1.6.5 The International media as Peace and ConserssBuilder

International media events can be used at thenbew of negotiations to uphold
confidence, facilitate negotiations or break dipétim deadlocks to create a climate conducive to
negotiation. Media events such as press releasgls concerts, or radio programs can celebrate
peace agreements and negotiations. The media evanytfielp to promote and mobilize public
support for agreemerifs Democracy cannot thrive in countries that aréhimgrip of strife and
violence. Ideally, democracy should provide thenmgrgroups mechanisms for mediation and
representation and the voice so that they caredbttir differences in a more peaceful manner. If
it is often challenged by violence and dissensibtwe, fabric of this democracy will become
frayed. Unfortunately, this is the main case in ynaew democracies where the removal of state
restraints has led to the revival of age-old erewitonce held in check by the authoritarian
governments. The bloody conflicts that occurredha former Yugoslavia provide dramatic
testimony of this reality/.

The experience thus far has shown that the meak& Imot a played neutral role in
conflict. In many cases observed according to Mdiathey have fanned the flames of discord
by taking sides, muddling the facts, reinforcingjpdices, and peddling half-truths. The press
has also been criticized for sensationalizing vioge without explaining the roots causes of
conflict. The media tends ignore peace-buildingre$i as critics say, even as they give full
coverage to warmongering. Also in some cases, liae sowed hate speech and encouraged

violence. At the height of the conflict in Rwandathe 1990s, a radio station which had been

*® Bernard M. Joinet, 2008, The Multi-Party System Debate, Regular Newsletter to My Superiors, White
Fathers, Dar-es-Salaam.
> Rather. D., Herskowitz M., The Camera Never Blinks: Adventures of a TV Journalist (New York:
William Morrow & Co. Inc., 1977)
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supported by international donors became the mdathpof extremists who favored and
encouraged genocitfe

Recognizing the crucial role that the media playconflict situations, so many NGOs
have embarked on training journalists in what ieda“peace journalism,” which aims to
promote reconciliation through careful reportagat thives voice to all sides of a conflict and
resists explanations for violence in terms of ien@tmities or ancient hatreds. Peace journalism
tries to avoid giving undue attention to violenaestead focusing on the impact of war on
communities on both sides of the divide and thi#ares to bridge their differences.

Peace journalism has been promoted through thentgeof journalists covering conflict,
including those journalists who come from the vasigeligious or ethnic groups currently at
war. A number of NGOs regularly offer courses omageejournalism. An innovative effort to
bridge differences among various groups was a rathitnic reporting team that was organized in
Macedonia in 1995. The team did several jointringavs and field visits to describe the current
situation in Macedonia, showing how all the ethgicups suffered from the economic crisis and
how they were battling for survival in extremelyrth@imes®.

Community radio is especially helpful in bridginlge gap between communities. In
Colombia, a group of some NGOs and community restations formed SIPAZ (Sistema
Nacional de Comunicacion para la Paz or Nationah@anication System for Peace), which
operates in many areas where violence involvingrglas, drug dealers and the military is
particularly intense. SIPAZ encourages the statigitisin its network to produce and exchange

news that will foster peace and tolerance. It @lsmluces news programs that are sent via the

*® Wanyande, P. (1996), “The Media as Civil Society and Its Role in Democratic Transition in Kenya”,
Africa Media Review Vol. 10, No.3
* Wanyande, P. (1996), “The Media as Civil Society and Its Role in Democratic Transition in Kenya”,
Africa Media Review Vol. 10, No.3

17



Internet to 42 community radio stations and NGQurgas throughout Colombia. SIPAZ does
not cover conflict and violence as there is alreadificient coverage of these in the media.
However, it reports on the aftermath and the comseces of conflicts and provides the context
in which the violence takes place. SIPAZ also aféites the aspirations of communities for
peace and development and incorporates local elipuactices into its prografs

1.6.6 The Press as Information Tool and Forum for 3cussion

A truly democratic society requires citizen papation and if they (the media) do their
jobs well, they keep citizens engaged in the bssiref governance and prompt them to take
some action. As a tool for information disseminatithe media help the public in making some
informed choices, such as who to vote for and tieips that should be endorsed and which are
to be opposed. Ideally newspapers and public affaiograms on radio and television should
inform educate and engage the public. The tracirdeof the media so far in new democracies,
however, is not even. Because of the need to tatdre market or to kowtow to the state, the
media therefore shirk their civic responsibilitydacontribute to civic illiteracy instead of public
enlightenment.

Elections are a key democratic exercise wherentbdia can have both negative and
positive impacts. As the societies become more nmixid and the media become ever more
pervasive, the influence of the traditional patrgresties and institutions (like churches) on the
electoral process is reduced. Instead, the caredidatd parties make their appeal and propagate

their messages through the métia

“* Rather. D., Herskowitz M., The Camera Never Blinks: Adventures of a TV Journalist (New York:
William Morrow & Co. Inc., 1977)
*' Sue Nelson, “The Electoral Process. An Overview" , Regional Workshop on Capacity Building in
Electoral Administration in Afria, Tangier Morocco, 2001. P. 24-28
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Still, the media in new democracies have contetuo public education on elections in
particular. Public-affairs programs on radio arléuision provide the context, depth, and critical
analysis that news programs and commercials dovimteover, in countries like the Philippines
and Indonesia, radio and TV networks have producaphisticated public-service
announcements directing voters to choose wisely wadhing them of the consequences
associated with vote selling. Debates sponsoreithidynedia organizations have been organized
thus enabling candidates who do not have the mtmbuyy air time to articulate their views to a
large audience. The media have likewise given spacetime to independent advocates and
NGOs campaigning for clean elections and an enthéomoney politics. However, despite
these, moneyed candidates who have favored aaréiss media still have the advantdg&he
media playing field, as far as elections are camegrremains uneven.

In many new democracies, radio has become theumedf choice, thereby taking the
place of newspapers in drawing citizens to the teguare for debate and discussion. Compared
to television, the radio is a less expensive anceraccessible medium and is especially popular
in poor countries where the media infrastructurenas well developed. The radio with its
localized signal can be an instrument for promograssroots democracy (Bell, 1998). In Nepal,
it took five years after the restoration of demagréor the government to give in to demands by
civil society and journalists who argued that itswanconstitutional for the government to
monopolize control of the airwaves. Nepal, in 1.99écame the first country in South Asia to
license a non-governmental FM radio station. Totlagre are 25 FM stations all over the

country and many of them are networked for exchamgiews and programs. FM stations in

*> Rather. D., Herskowitz M., The Camera Never Blinks: Adventures of a TV Journalist (New York:
William Morrow & Co. Inc., 1977)
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Nepal have emerged as a true alternative sourcefaination to official channels and since
they are local, they focus on local issues an@&cefNepal's ethnic and linguistic diversity.
1.7 Theoretical Framework

The political economy in mass media theory arginesg the structure of the industry
influences content. The presumption of the thearythiat media content is influenced by a
combination of the media owners, competitors/othedia, advertisers, government regulations
and viewers and/or readers. When it comes to mediaership, private individuals make
decisions on what information should be providedh® public based on what earns them the
most money. This assumption is quite relevant yostady, which seeks to show that media
ownership does in fact determine content and idaong shape perceptions and influence policy
decisions.

Studies on political economy theory are now commamiferred to as International
Political Economy (IPE). This gradual shift in pdigm from studying the politics of economic
relations, the relations politically between di#fat national states in framing their respective
economic policies, has hugely been the result obalization and the emergence of a rapidly
integrated and interconnected world in which thelimés a key playér.

Nearly all studies in international political ecomp can be classified into one of three
mutually exclusive perspectives: Liberalism, Mamjsand Realism. Three assumptions are
central to the Liberal perspective. First, Liberatsume that individuals are the principal actors
within the political economy and the proper unit afalysis. Second, Liberals assume that

individuals are rational, utility-maximizing actor§hird, Liberals assume that individuals

** Sue Nelson, “The Electoral Process. An Overview" , Regional Workshop on Capacity Building in
Electoral Administration in Afria, Tangier Morocco, 2001. P. 24-28
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maximize utility by making trade-offs between goods
1.8 Research Methodology

Data was mainly be derived from secondary and gmynsources. The data collection
tools for the secondary data that will be used Ww#l in-depth information gathering, and
document analysis. For the primary data direct sag®n and open ended interviews will be
used. This technique will mainly involve literatuesearch. Data collected in this procedure will
include quotations, opinions and specific knowledgd background information relating to the
role of international media on third-world counsrielectoral process and 2013 Kenya's general
elections. The research design used in this stultiyp&descriptive survey method. This method
is preferred because it allows for prudent comparisf the research finding8.The qualitative
design chosen for this research is theory grounoledatural inquiry. Grounded theory research
unfolds and emerges empirically from the data andore responsive to contextual values rather
than researcher valu8s

The study will use an interview guide to collea tiequired data. An interview guide is a
set of questions that the interviewer asks whesrirgwing?® It makes it possible to obtain data
required to meet specific objectives of the stullye interviewees will be international media

stations in Kenya

“D.R. Cooper and P. S. Schindler, Research Methods (7th ed. New York: Irwin/McGraw-Hill, 2000) p
112
** Jankowicz A. D., Research Projects (6th ed. London: Thomson Learning, 2002) p 87
* Mugenda, 0. M., & Mugenda, A. G., “Research methods: Quantitative and qualitative approaches”,
(Nairobi: Acts Press Siegel, N. 2003), Research methods for managers, A skill building approaches (2nd
ed.).( New York: Wiley Publishers, 2003). Pp. 71
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Data collected will be purely qualitative and itlmbe analyzed by means of content
analysis.*’Content analysis involves observation and detailesicription of phenomena that
comprise the object of study. This method is prettbecause the information collected will be
gualitative and therefore require analytical untierding. When human coders are used in
content analysis, reliability translates to the antoof agreement or correspondence among two
or more coder&® Reliability in content analysis will be ensured agalyzing the amount of
agreement or correspondence among the key infosm@he primary data will be supplemented
by secondary data on cultural pluralism and pdlitithe secondary data will be collected from
electronic journals, book, periodic reviews anacées.

The data will also be analyzed by making connestim existing, and integrating it with
relevant concepts and theoretical framework. Dalidbe analyzed interpretatively. This will be
done by synthesizing, categorizing and organizing tlata into patterns that produce the
description of the phenomena or a narrative ofsthehesis. It will proceed from the belief that
all meaning is situational in the particular cortex perspectivé® As a result, there could be
different meanings to the same phenomena becaesmdlaning will depend on the context.
Since it is a qualitative research the hypotheglisbe generated after the data is collected. This
will entail evaluating and analyzing the data tted@ine the adequacy of its information and its

credibility, usefulness consistency and validatafrthe hypothesis. This will be the final step

* Holsti, O.R., “Content Analysis for the Social Sciences and Humanities”, (MA: Addison-Wesley 1980) pp,
7
* Neuendorf, K. A., “The Content Analysis Guidebook Thousand Oaks”, (CA: Sage Publications, 2002) pp.
56
* GoK, 2005, Draft National Policy on Peace Building and Conflict Management, National Steering
Committee (NSC), Nairobi.
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and will entail giving a vivid descriptive accouat the situation under study. It will give an
analytical view citing the significance and implicas of the findings®

1.9 Chapter outline

The study is presented in the following five chagte

Chapter 1: Introduction and Presentation of the Sudy.

This chapter presents the introduction, statenoérthe problem, objectives, literature
review, and theoretical review and of the studyvali as the methodology that will be used to
carry data presentation.

Chapter 2: Perspectives on International Media andhe Electoral Processes

This chapter will present theories relating termational media and electoral process and
will highlight cases of electoral process in a gllobperspective.

Chapter 3: A Critical Analysis of International Media on Kenyan Electoral Process and
2013 General Elections

This chapter will outline electoral process in Kanln once considered to be the most
politically secure society, the aftermath of a bddnhe election in Kenya did more harm than
just a fight between ethnic groups, media and puinistitutions that hold different political
stands. This ignited the long hidden ethnic tersioasulting in violence

Fundamentally, the human process of collectingormftion, analyzing it, making
decisions, and acting upon these decisions, basednedia exposure, remains a dynamic
complex subject of study and comprehension.

Chapter 4: Analysis of 2013 Kenya’'s General Eleains

% E. Burrow, H Gichohi & M. Infield, 2001, Rhetoric or Reality; a review of Community Conservation
Policy and Practice in East Africa, Nairobi.
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This chapter will present detailed analysis 2018y&es General Elections
Chapter 5: Summary of findings Conclusions and reammendations
This chapter will present the research findingsnfthe sample population and present analysis.

It will look at whether this research approves isagproves the hypothesis.
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CHAPTER TWO
PERSPECTIVES ON INTERNATIONAL MEDIA AND THE ELECTOR AL

PROCESSES

2.1 Introduction

This chapter discuses international media andal@grocess and will highlight cases of
electoral process in a global perspective. Elestiare an important part of the democratic
process which allows various political actors tanpete over choices and issues. Sue Nelson
notes that the goal of elections is to have an @ehcompetitive process that allows voters to
pronounce on an issue or choose a representatieerebults of the elections should accurately
reflect the will of the voters. Elections are generally demanding and requireuiitode of
actors and institutions whose intervention is caitito the holding of a credible election. There is
also the need for a clear legal and institutionahtiation which establishes the scope and nature
of participation, election administration and owgins.

For free, fair and equitable elections to be aakdecertain acceptable elements must be
put in place and these include: an equitable amcefectoral framework; a professional neutral
and transparent election administration; a generaticeptable code of ethical behaviour in
political and press freedom; accountability ofgalticipants; integrity safeguard mechanism and
the enforcement of the electoral laws and othesveeit laws’. An examination of electoral
systems, processes and outcomes in Africa is threr@hportant as a contribution to peace and

conflict resolution and the nation-building endean# of Africa which is comparatively a

*1 Sue Nelson, “The Electoral Process. An OvervieRegional Workshop on Capacity Building in
Electoral Administration in Afria, Tangier Morocc®4-28 September 2001.
>>Nohlen, Dieter; Krennerich, Michael, Thibaut, Bernhard, “Elections and Electoral Systems in
Africa”, Oxford Scholarship Online Monographs,1999, pp.1-41
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continent with young, fragile nation-states in tifeng. Electoral systems are today viewed as
one of the most influential of all political ingitions and are therefore of crucial importance to

the broader issue of governance.

2.2 Electoral System Approach

The electoral rules affect politicians’ electosdtategies. Carey and Shugart assert a
premise that electoral formulas, which include dtationtrol (secret vs. open), vote pooling (PR
or majoritarian), types of votes, and district miagphes, affect how individual politicians have
incentives to build personal reputations that digitinguish them from their parti®s Carey and
Shugart rank the combinations of electoral rulesthy value of personal reputation, and
demonstrate that open-list PR system like the nrladonesia, in comparison to closed-list PR,
causes intra-party competition that leads candsdébe personalize their campaigns. In this
system, when the district magnitude increasescohgpetition intensifies because the number of
candidates to be distinguished grows. As a resuli¢ competition that happens in open-list PR,
many scholars also demonstrated that the systewusages pork-barrelling, clientelism, and
corruption in many countries. Carey and Shugaragiise by saying that politicians do not
always have to engage in pork, as they can cudtigatsonal reputation through other measures,
such as celebrity status and charina

The approach is helpful in identifying dominamagtgies that politicians under a certain
system would use, as well as explaining cross-cguot cross-time variations in electoral

strategies. The literature is relevant to this ithes social media can be justified as a way for

> Carey, John M. and Matthew Soberg Shugart. 1995. “Incentives to Cultivate a Personal Vote: a
Rank Ordering of Electoral Formulas.” Electoral Studies 14:417-439.
>* Lancaster, Thomas D. 1986. “Electoral Structures and Pork Barrel Politics.” International Political
Science Review 7: 67-81.
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politicians to market and distinguish themselvémugh it cannot explain the differences in
strategies between politicians of the same eldctsyatem, such as the DPR election in
Indonesia. The literature of Indonesian politicggaests that Indonesia is personalistic even
before the adoption of open-list PR, since the nedigtctive vote mobilization often involves
charismatic appeals of party leaders and locatipalifigures, as well as constituency services.
This tells us that with the introduction of opestIPR, which leads to the increase of personal
reputation, personalistic appeals might be insigfficfor Indonesian politicians to differentiate
among themselves. They will have to be enhance pieesonalistic appeal more (probably with

clientelism), or their programmatic appeals, susthaough policies or pork-barrel projetts

2.3 Nature of Elections
As Kristina Hoglund indicated, the nature of el@a$ in post conflict societies is the
other important area from which the causal facbdrslectoral violence can be figured out. These

are political mobilization, close competition antikes involved in such electiolis

2.3.1 Political Mobilization

Political mobilization causes violent conflict post war societies. In these societies,
conducting competitive elections renders opportesifor generating conflict and violence
through increased polarization. During competitigiections, competing political parties
emphasize mainly on what makes them distinct frahers and tend to mobilize political
support along lines of differences. To be more $igean the course of electoral campaign,

political elites and radical groups forward excigsinationalistic and ethnic appeals to secure

> Carey, John M. and Matthew Soberg Shugart. 1995. “Incentives to Cultivate a Personal Vote: a
Rank Ordering of Electoral Formulas.” Electoral Studies 14:417-439.
*®* Hgglund, Kristina (2009) “Electoral Violence in Conflict-Ridden Societies: Concepts, Causes, and
Consequences”, Terrorism and Political Violence, 21: 3, 412-427
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political support which further polarize the sogiand consequent outbreak of violent conflict.
In other words, extreme nationalistic or ethnicizbdtoric worsens existingnsions between
political opponents and foment hatred among differethnic groups. Other than these,
politicians also employ terminologies used for taiy purposes such as “strongholds”,
“citadels”, “cadres”, “ strategies and tactics” ahdhe parties wage campaigns” to secure
wider public support. Such activities also shiw eéxtent to which political rights are used for
wrong purposes and competitive elections intenpifgvailing social and conflict cleavagés

In the African case, it is strongly believed thaiding multiparty elections aggravates
prevailing tensions within the society andightens the propensity for the outbreak of
violent ethnic conflict. One of the justificat®nforwarded for this is related to the way
parties are formed. In most cases, political partiee mainly organized on the basis ethnic
identity. The other reason is connected to the p@litical support is secured during elections.
In several instances, politicians use ethnic idgrés a viable means of mobilizing political
support in times of elections. Moreover there aases where political parties representing
diverse ethno- regional interests resorted to mide after realizing that they are losers of the

electoral process and its outcothe

2.3.2 Close Competition
Closely competed elections cause violence in ainfiden societies. In these societies,

holding competitive elections renders incentivess denerating conflict and violence through

>’ Chandra Kanchan (2007) “Counting Heads: A Theory of Voter and Elite Behavior in Patronage
Democracies” in Kitschelt Herbert & Wilkinson Steven, Patrons, Clients and Policies: Patterns of
Democratic Accountability and Political Competition. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

% Hgglund, Kristina (2009) “Electoral Violence in Conflict-Ridden Societies: Concepts, Causes, and
Consequences”, Terrorism and Political Violence, 21: 3, 412-427
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increased contestation. In other words electoratests with close margins of victory create
higher level of uncertainty about the final outcoaral eventually may lead to the outbreak of
violencé®. On the one hand, dominant groups whose politipalver is threatened by
democratic political competition may resort to eiote in order to secure their previous
statu§®. Since holding public office is considered as mpadrtant means of exerting substantial
influence to secure benefits from other spherestigans of electoral authoritarian regimes
may resort towards stealing elections Other thas, tlears of future legal prosecution in
connection with alleged economic crimes and humght mbuse motivates them to maintain
their political office by any means. On the oth@n#i, marginalized groups who gained less
from the political competition than their expeadats may opt for violence as a viable means to
realize their new demands. Specifically, opposiamnty leaders and sympathizers frustrated by
the injustices of the electoral contest as wellodeer political forces that were subjected to
systematic exclusion from the political scene magsider violence as an alternative to achieve
their political goal%".

In the African context, political power is considd as a major social good because those
who hold it also have a significant control ovewaxiety of other social goods. So violence
becomes inevitable, when elections pose a realapilily for transforming the prevailing
power configurations. In Africa, both ruling and pmsition political parties use violence.

While, opposition groups employ violence to exprebsir grievances over the electoral

% |shiyama John (2009) “Alternative Electoral Systems and the 2005 Ethiopian Parliamentary
Election” African Studies Quarterly 10:4
% Mertus, Julie (2009) 'Maintainance of Personal Safety :Ethical and Operational Issues' in Sriram L.
Chandra and others, Surviving Field Research: Working in Violent and Difficult Situations. New York:
Routledge.
® |shiyama John (2009) “Alternative Electoral Systems and the 2005 Ethiopian Parliamentary
Election” African Studies Quarterly 10:4
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process or outcomes, ruling elites take arbitrauwy suppressive measures against their political
opponents due to deep-seated fears of losing gailipower. Such problems become more
prevalent in times of competitive multi-party eleas and impede efforts to promote human

right respect and entrench democratic governantteese societiés

2.3.3 Higher Stakes

Competitive elections are more prone to confliotl &iolence in post conflict societies
due to the stakes involved in such elections. Takes of winning and losing a political office
becomes extremely high within the contexts of page and identity politics. The risk of
election related violence is also high in situagsiowhere poverty and unemployment are
rampant. Under patronage and identity politicsoséh who hold political offices enjoy
greater control over various economic resesir@nd public services and distribute these
resources and services to their clients or coiethim return for political support. Thus for
ruling parties, political elites and their suppostelosing political office via competitive
election means losing their patronage network aoggrdizing the livelihood of themselves as
well as of their supporters. Besides to this, tnations where economic underdevelopment and
distributive injustices are prevalent, a substarsigtion of the society holds grievances about
lack of economic opportunities and absence of propsource distribution. Thus opposition
parties, marginalized groups and their followersvpnted from winning political posts via

competitive elections may consider violent altekrest to assume state power and resolve

82 Mertus, Julie (2009) 'Maintainance of Personal Safety :Ethical and Operational Issues' in Sriram L.
Chandra and others, Surviving Field Research: Working in Violent and Difficult Situations. New York:
Routledge.
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longstanding grievanc®s

In several African countries, due to the poor periance of their economies, the
stakes involved in the politics have become veghhRampant poverty and economic strains
have encouraged vulnerable sections of the sottetgrganize grievance based violence in
election times. Elected office is mostly considef®d politicians as a place which provides
opportunities to engage in economic crimes and ftumity from prosecution. Recent studies
have also identified grievances over land rightspnemic discrimination and ethnic

marginalization as important factors facilitatinigation related violence in Afri€a

2.3.4 Electoral Institutions

As Kristina Hoglund put forward, the nature of adwal institutions in post conflict
societies is also another central area from whiehdausal factors of electoral violence can
be distinguished. In this wider topic, | will disssithe enabling conditions and triggering factors
of electoral violence by further categorizing therto three areas. These are electoral systems,
electoral rules and regulations and election adstrtior?°.

Electoral system choice has an impact on condljctamics in post conflict and fragile
societies. In these societies, the choice of syskesis may facilitate conditions favorable for
election related violence. Converting the voteg gas parliamentary seats in different manners
is among the main tasks of any electoral systenoti#er key role is to serve as a channel

through which voters make their representatives@u@ble. Other than these It arranges the

® |shiyama John (2009) “Alternative Electoral Systems and the 2005 Ethiopian Parliamentary
Election” African Studies Quarterly 10:4

® Lindberg, Staffan ( 2005) Consequences of Electoral Systems in Africa: a Preliminary Inquiry ,
Electoral Studies 24, 41-64

® Lindberg, Staffan (2004) 'The Democratic Qualities of Competitive Elections: Participation, Competition
and Legitimacy in Africa’, Commonwealth & Comparative Politics,42:1,61 — 105
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limits of “acceptable” political dialogue and offeiincentives for political parties to express
their appeals to voters in various ways. Therefelectoral systems “ reflect negotiated
settlements of political conflicts over institutedrdesign” and “structure political conflicts over
distributional outcome.”

Electoral systems can be classified into threeomagtegories. These are plurality-
majority, proportional representation (PR), and ispraportionaf®. Plural majority is a system
where a candidate or a party with a majority vodedmes winner and takes decision making
power on behalf of the entire public. This systeppli@s small and single-member electoral
districts and provides more importance to locatespntation. The first-past-the-post, round off,
block and alternative vote are subtypes of thisnein-takes-all-system. Generally, the system
is considered to provide clear-cut choices andatgits@xtremism Proportional representation
is a system where candidates compete for a pregtdanumber of seats and political parties
share the total votes cast and decision making moeguivalently. This system uses larger and
multi-member districts and gives more emphasisrapgtional representation. The open and
closed party list PR, mixed member and single teaable vote are subtypes of the proportional
system. In general, the system is considered torensiore representation and inclusiveness
than the plural-majority oneSemi proportional system a system which integrate components
of both plurality-majority and proportional systeths

It is also suggested that deciding an appropakgetoral system for both ethnically alike

® Lindberg, Staffan ( 2005) Consequences of Electoral Systems in Africa: a Preliminary Inquiry,
Electoral Studies 24, 41-64

* Gandhi, Jennifer& Lust-Okar, Ellen (2009) Elections under Authoritarianism Annual Review of Political
Science 12:403-22
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and divided societies, requires making compromis@songst different and contending
normative ends. These are representativeness, raabdity, inclusiveness & accessibility,
stability of government, development of the paggtem and ability to engender reconciliation.
Therefore, electoral systems designed without aateqeonsideration of these ends often become
ineffective instruments for promoting democracy antigation conflicts. Moreover, specific
contextual factors such as the historical prochss brought about the electoral systems, the
nature of existing societal cleavages and the aatfipresent political system, require greater
importance while evaluating the applicability ofyaslectoral system for divided societies and
its effect on conflict dynami€® For instance, electoral systems deliberatelysehoby
powerful groups in post-war transitional periodg.(eonstitution making or peace process) in
order to maximize political benefits poses sesiguestions regarding the legitimacy of the
system and hinders the democratic progress paiidical stability of these societies ineth
long-run. Besides this, the degree to which ethyis associated with the support given to
political parties and the behavior of the votindltiusually determines the capacity of different
electoral systems to either dispel or limit ethoonflicts. Moreover, introducing “ winner -
take-all” (simple majority) electoral systems undeontexts where ethnic based political
parties are predominant and the political arerlass tolerant of opposing views, contributes to

the persistence of exclusionary and zero-sum psliti

2.3.5 Election Administration

Election administration has a role in terms ofuicidg violence in post conflict societies.

% Mertus, Julie (2009) 'Maintainance of Personal Safety :Ethical and Operational Issues' in Sriram L.
Chandra and others, Surviving Field Research: Working in Violent and Difficult Situations. New York:
Routledge.
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In these societies, such administration might erefvorable circumstances for electoral
violence. In principle, the ways of structure, lsvef competence and extents of balance of
any electoral institution determine its capacityatiminister credible elections. Specifically the
efficiency, professionalism, transparency, impéttia and independence are important
preconditions to come up with legitimate electiomtocomes. In contexts where these
prerequisites are not operationalized, the riskpolitical instability and electoral violence
becomes high. Practically, elections are condugtelér circumstances of mistrust and suspicion
in many post-conflict and newly democratizing coiest The prevalence of political bias, the
absence of accountability and lack of adequaten@ies within public institutions in general
and the lack of impartiality, independence and cetepce on the part of election
administration institutions in particular play amgortant role in creating such circumstarices
Moreover, choices made over the nature of electonanagement bodies are
instrumental in facilitating the conditions for efien related violend&. Basically, such bodies
can be organized on the basis of both partialgeatiand independent-nonpartisan models of
electoral administration. For instance, an elec@dministration office within the government
and an election administration office within a gawaent ministry but supervised by a judicial
body can be considered as partial- partisan maookelkslection administration in transitional
elections. An independent election commission athffy experts and directly accountable to the
parliament and a multiparty election commission posed of representatives of the political
parties can be considered as independent-nonpartisdels of election administration in such

elections. Evidences indicate that, high level a$trast and divisions among political party

% Lindberg, Staffan ( 2005) Consequences of Electoral Systems in Africa: a Preliminary Inquiry ,
Electoral Studies 24, 41-64
’® Gandhi, Jennifer& Lust-Okar, Ellen (2009) Elections under Authoritarianism Annual Review of Political
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representatives have become commonplace in cosiritréd adopted partial- partisan electoral
management entities.

The monitoring of elections by missions designdtedsuch purpose is another essential
activity related to electoral management. The nadojective of election monitoring is building
the confidence of the voting public on the overdéictoral process. This involves evaluating
the extent to which elections were conductedairiree and fair manner and verifying
manipulative and violent activities that may inthee the electoral process and its outcome.
Even though the presence of domestic and intemeltielection monitoring organizations may
not necessary avert the risk of electoral violeritemnay reduce the magnitude of such

violencée™.

2.4 Conditions for Election Night as a Journalistidcvent

Long before the advent of broadcasting and compujeurnalists had been at center
stage on election night. How did they become keyes in a set of intensely engaging events
compressed into a few hectic hours on one niglkgtiein after election. This role has been
commonplace for so long now that the thought okkettion night without news organizations
as centers of attention seems odd. But electiont rgig a journalistic phenomenon has a history,
most visible in the case of presidential elections.

In fact, decades would go by after the first ptestial election before there was any
common, discrete event across the country thatdcbelcalled a national “election night” and
until the right constellation of conditions fourmlynalists as the focus of public attention on that

night. History has shown that the media can ingéeple into violence. Hitler used the media to

"t Hgglund, Kristina (2009) “Electoral Violence in Conflict-Ridden Societies: Concepts, Causes, and
Consequences”, Terrorism and Political Violence, 21: 3, 412-427
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create a worldview of hatred for Jews as well amdgexuals, and other minority groups.
Rwanda’s radio RTLM urged listeners to pick up neteb and take to the streets to kill what
they called ‘the cockroachéd’ Broadcasters in the Balkans polarized local conitias to the
point where violence became an acceptable toohdidiressing grievances. The media’s impact
on the escalation of conflict is widely recognizBdn the media’s impact on peace building. Yet
it is common to hear experts say that the medmjsact on peace building must be significant
given its powerful influence on conflict. Howevdéhis relationship must not be taken for granted
and should be critically examined in order to meffectively use the media for conflict

prevention and peace building. There are ways thdiaican assist peace building.

2 \Wanyande, P. (1996), “The Media as Civil Society and Its Role in Democratic Transition in Kenya”, Africa
Media Review Vol. 10, No.3
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CHAPTER THREE
A CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF INTERNATIONAL MEDIA ON KENYA N

ELECTORAL PROCESS AND 2013 GENERAL ELECTIONS

3.1 Introduction

Kenya witnessed post-election violence in a magieitthat shocked many who depend
on Kenya for tourism, education, export and impmfrgoods and services etc. Above all, the
lives lost and property destroyed has left manyldfto date. In once considered to be the
most politically secure society, the aftermath dblamable election in Kenya did more harm
than just a fight between ethnic groups, mediaralic institutions that hold different political
stands. This ignited the long hidden ethnic tersioesulting in violencé.

Fundamentally, the human process of collectingormftion, analyzing it, making
decisions, and acting upon these decisions, basednedia exposure, remains a dynamic
complex subject of study and comprehension. The& Z#ws live coverage has kept the
public informed of events as they unfold. The faliog literature highlights other scholars
contribution to the subject of government versesdimedisagreement in fighting for

democracy, inclusion, justice, fight for freedonmsi aights during conflict.

3.2 Role of the Media in Political Campaigns
In a democratic electioneering process, rivalimjjtigsians must enjoy their freedom

of media campaign exposure as they try to lurergoteailure to exercising this freedom then

* Amutabi N. Maurice, 2009, "Challenging the Orthodoxies: The Role of Ethnicity and Regional
Nationalism in Leadership and Democracy in Africa”, UNESCO Seminar, 28 — 30 September at Kisumu
Sports Ground
’* Rather. D., Herskowitz M., The Camera Never Blinks: Adventures of a TV Journalist (New York:
William Morrow & Co. Inc., 1977)
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their ideologies will not be heard. In some casedemocratic the ruling political can inhibit

directly or indirectly the avenues for this freepession by rival parties. Having noted the
importance of exposure, politicians or governmefficials must appreciate and respect the
media as they perform this function indiscrimingf|

This leads to the point of independency of theigatl bodies that are free from
influence of either the media or the government.islthe duty of the judiciary to ensure
there are no loop holes in the rules and ensurg phatect the citizens and the media from
unfair trial or elections results. These ruldsowdd also be well spelt out for perpetrator
of violence; such as repercussion of spreadatg Bpeech or incorrect information through
the state owned media or commercial mé&dia

Voters should not be forced to vote for or suppgparticular agenda, in the event of this
happening then the elections fails to be transpaed the voters feel cheated. The persuasion
venues such as the government officials or the anstiould therefore avoid such election
malpractice. This feeling often results in electiviolence as a way of expressing their
dissatisfaction and sometime they try to estalihglir own government with their chosen leader.
All in all these actions deter growth arghlization of democracy.

A comparison of the governments practical worksesrtheir manifestation can be an
agenda of the media. This would inform the voterhow to vote which means that the media
should have the freedom to do this investigativd aomparison reports without fear of the
government. They should be able to blow whistlearneas where things are not right such as

corruption. In other words the media should lookh&t governments promised to build schools,

> Belknap M. The CNN Effect: Strategic Enabler or Operational Risk? U.S. Army War College,
Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania 2001,
’® Barry E. Willey, -The Conflict-Media Connection: For Better or For Worse,[2 Military Review, vol. 78,
no. 6
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roads, and 5 years down the lane, the media c&nabthis and see if these promises were kept.

Therefore a journalist ought to look at this anglome on the politician‘s response.

3.3 Role of the Media in Electioneering Process

Elections tend to be events that citizens lookvéod to most of the time. Some look
forward to this time to have change, or to havetip@ns running to support their communities
with free gifts, or change of regime. Emotions afien high as divergent views are exchanged
during this period. Verbal exchanges and compettiare also common with rival parties
promising to do better than each other. For threasons clarity of mind and fairness must be
upheld by the media, government officials/politigiaand the votef§

The Kenya election commission was faced with todghisions to make in order to
ensure that all the candidates are fair treateddate the Chairman of the Electoral

Commission of Kenya admits that he doesn‘t know wihon the election. It's ironical

however that on the t% of January he announcement of the presidential idates as the
president. This commission had the responsibilifynmaking fair rules that protect the
candidates and the voters from scorn, dispute onh# also emerged that the commissioner
were election by the president without consulting parliament which makes the decision on
who is to be appointed. The media therefore sum@d and often termed the commission as
sympathizers of the incumbent president.

As expected politics are likely to do all they danwin elections. Government bodies

such as the Electoral Commission, the Judiciarg, the Police can be overwhelmed by these

" Barry E. Willey, -The Conflict-Media Connection: For Better or For Worse,[2 Military Review, vol. 78,
no. 6
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politicians ‘tricks of winning electiod® These efforts by the politicians can ddreme
to that they undermine efforts for achieving demacy and abusing human rights at times.
However, since genuine voters demand for free, $toawad fair elections, the media comes in to
play as a watchdog. The media can also best petfasrfunction due to their wide and ability
to reach a wide audienCe

The media therefore informs the public of illegativities and corruption, violation of
human rights and rules of the election processhdnevent the media works for the politicians,
then they cannot expose these mishaps. The meeliafdhe must be familiar with election
process, and be able to anticipate any possibleapssas well as mitigate them by exposing

these activities to public criticisth

3.4 Role of the Media in Persuasion and Influenced8ial Behavior

As new forms of media evolve, new questions areegoas to their effect on social
behaviour. Kenya's media fraternity has not onlgrsgrowth, but it has also gone through
growth to an extent that now Kenya enjoys pressdioen. With the evolution various forms of
media have come up and licensing has been mader.eaiis is to say; virtually every Kenyan
can access at least one form of the media. Thealsbehavior has on the other hand been
modified with the western culture, pop culture, amiversal human rights being known by this
population. In other words, if the media does haweinfluence on its audience, then the

Kenyan audience is not immune. By exposing the gowents' failures to this public, the

’® Sue Nelson, “The Electoral Process. An Overview" , Regional Workshop on Capacity Building in
Electoral Administration in Afria, Tangier Morocco, 2001. P. 24-28
”® Sue Nelson, “The Electoral Process. An Overview" , Regional Workshop on Capacity Building in
Electoral Administration in Afria, Tangier Morocco, 2001. P. 24-28
8 Bennett, L, 2005, The Politics of Illusion (Longman Classics Series in Political Science),
Publisher: Longman Washington
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media voluntarily or involuntarily causes the puabto revolt or oppose the government on
account of their failure.

In addition, Chouliaraki discusses the role of rmezbntents and notes that the media
makes spectators feel that they operate generawsltheir own and are endowed with
spontaneous civic or humanitarian feelings that esathem react. In other words the media
when used unethically can be used to create arsingragainst the government or various
authorities.

Joshua Meyrowitz in his analysis of the impactnoédia on social situations ‘also
notes that exposure to the media can alter thevexseperception. This, he says, is created by
an amalgamation of the personal and public sphaeeese there is no clear separation of the
two spheres in an individual‘'s internal processtlohking and decision making. In other
words as a result of this merge, an audience wagcla video clip of the government
spokesperson justifying banning the media, find dailh (personal sphere) in touch with the
war/tension (public sphere) that is ongoing in government offices and media houses. The

resultant amalgamation is the action of agreemergwmlting, demonstrating or fightifig

3.5 Media’s Role in Influencing Peace or War

In order for news to have an impulsive responsg¢ thuses the audience to react, there
has to be vivid stories of those suffering or itiges brought to the sitting rooms of the
audience. These stories become the back bone aynd @i conflict, a war of words whose play

ground is the media and its supporters or disamysoare the publiéin my opinion.

8 Miles Hudson and John Stanier, 1998,War and the Media: A Random Searchlight. Washington

Square: New York University Press

8 Amutabi N. Maurice, 2009, "Challenging the Orthodoxies: The Role of Ethnicity and Regional

Nationalism in Leadership and Democracy in Africa”, UNESCO Seminar, 28 — 30 September at Kisumu
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3.6 Role of the Media in Perpetuating Politics oftte Suffering

The amount of emotions that the media arousesimeences audiences to act has
also been termed as politics. Hence the role afimmeoverage is not always out of good heart,
but a political means to arrive at vested interligws of various conflicts is but politics of
ideologies or emotions that features concem a main premise of the representation
of those caught up in conflict. In other words, thedia can be used to fuel politics by the
government. When a particular media house doesmppat the politics of the government
then the government is likely to have differentificdl interests with them. This automatically
sets a ground of animosity unless sanity files

The media therefore optimizes on reporting onahg infringement on their freedom to
share information, and possible effects this wdwdgle on their audience. This they do in order
to influence their audiences. This unique featukegrise to an exemplary manifestation of
media politics that appeal for sympathy from theidiences and mostly win their hearts. The
media therefore uses any aggression toward theameslian act that oppose realization of
democracy. Of course most citizens would rejecany threat on democracy to thrive hence,

these messages to gang up against the governneembatly fruitfuf”.

3.7 The Role of the Media in Creation of UnintendedReaction
This is a different effect from the majority ofetlmesponse. It occurs when the media's

attempt to provoke their audience to rally withithdails to take place. Instead their audience

Sports Ground
& Bernard M. Joinet, 2008, The Multi-Party System Debate, Regular Newsletter to My Superiors, White
Fathers, Dar-es-Salaam.
8 Amutabi N. Maurice, 2009, "Challenging the Orthodoxies: The Role of Ethnicity and Regional
Nationalism in Leadership and Democracy in Africa", UNESCO Seminar, 28 — 30 September at Kisumu
Sports Ground
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chooses to be indifferent and not to part of a letnfin such cases the different parties using
the media as a fighting ground fail since thereenonminimum effect of their messages on their
audience.

This constant exposure to differences, war, imgastconflict, corpses, and sufferings
causes exhaustion to an extent that the audiergls feey can do nothing to help the
situation. Eventually the audience is left unmqvedshaken and non-responsive to the
media messages In this case if the media is pregdtate massages to perpetuate violence, the

audience remains unmoved and the plot to createnge is thwarted.

3.8 Conclusion

Having looked at this literature the author bedigthat the media can be used positively
or negatively in an electioneering process. Theydansituation is a good example of this
scenario; especially on how exposure to the meaiashape the audiences decisions, reaction
and impact on social behaviur

The media moreover intentionally or unintentiopaiteates identities and offers avenues
for different views to be showcased. This as seghe above literature can be used as a political
tool. The media has a duty to expose the politgi#meir parties, and manifestos to the public in
order for the public to make sound judgments onctvluandidate to vote for. In other words,
failure to expose or bias by the media to giveug trepresentation of the political parties, can
influence undemocratic voting patterns. Therefoeemedia can be used as positive avenue for

exchange of political ideologies and visions far tountr®.

& Bernard M. Joinet, 2008, The Multi-Party System Debate, Regular Newsletter to My Superiors, White
Fathers, Dar-es-Salaam.
% Bienien, H. 1974, Kenya: The Politics of Participation and Control. Princeton University Press, New
Jersey.
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The following chapter looks at the methods usedrswer the various questions on the
onset of this research in order to find convergantlivergent information as informed by the

literature review.
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CHAPTER FOUR

ANALYSIS OF 2013 KENYA'S GENERAL ELECTIONS

4.1 Introduction

This chapter aims to link the original researchstjioas and theoretical framework in
presenting the research findings and discussingethfendings. The results are presented
according to the objectives of the study whicheeflthe research questions that the researcher
set out to answer. In addition, this chapter presseharacteristic of the study subjects displayed
by the qualitative findings. Qualitative data iepented based on the themes that emerged during
the analysis. The section also demonstrates hove sinthe identified factors determined the
role of the conflict between the government and th&ernational media in Kenya's

electioneering process in 2013.
4.1.1 The preparation of Elections process in Kenya013 general election

According to interviewees, preparations for thecedms were conducted as expected. A
new election commission, the IEBC, despite contreyw@ver the timeline and the procurement
of voter registration kits, still enjoys a reasoleadegree of public tru$t New constituency
boundaries have been drawn and all related dispasedved by the courts. The IEBC planned
an array of fraud prevention measures and expegitedsional results communicated directly

from polling stations to allay worries of manipudat®,

¥ Reports of The International Centre for Policy @uhflict vs. Attorney General, Commission on imptertation
of the constitution and Independent Electoral andriglaries Commission”, para. 15, 30 November 2012
% Kenya2013. A public list by AJELive - AJELiVAl.Jazeera reportervering thekenya2013 presidential

election. 6 Members
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But considerable challenges remain. Parliamentariatered down some necessary
laws, and have failed to pass others, such asampaign finance bill. The acting registrar of
political parties appeared unable to enforce nelesraluring political party registration. The
bungled voter registration procurement meant ayeelatart to voter registration, which in turn
impacts other preparations a particularly troubli®yelopment given that the ICC cases make
the electoral timeline extremely sensitive for tberrent contenders. Any non-transparent
changes to the timeline now, even on technical mpiep would undermine confidence in the
IEBC and, worse still, be perceived as politicatiptivated. The election commission urgently
ends up working with other stakeholders, partidyl@olitical parties, the judiciary and civil
society, to address potential problems with thectetal timeline and keep the electorate
informed about what it is doifiy

According to interviewees Kenya opted using of @aetric system for voter registration
to try to address the flaws and manipulation thed plagued previous registration exercises.
However, a controversial procurement of expensiotvregistration kits in the fall of 2012
undermined confidence in the IEBCThe bidding process was scrapped and the cononissi
pledged to run voter registration without biomedriantil the government stepped in and
purchased kits. The procurement saga played out-bjeblow in the Kenyan media. It exposed
the IEBC’s inability to communicate effectively amd struggle to contain negative press. As
Election Day approached, commissioners must devalopedia outreach strategy to explain

better the electoral process and they and theff stast speak with one voice to inspire

¥ Reports of The International Centre for Policy @uhflict vs. Attorney General, Commission on impértation
of the constitution and Independent Electoral andriglaries Commission”, para. 15, 30 November 2012

% Media Council of Kenya and IEBC to train journasistMedia Council of Kenya, January 2012
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confidencé’. The IEBC registered 14.4 million Kenyans: feweart the 18 million citizens it
had aimed for but more than the 12.4 that regidtahead of the 2010 constitutional referendum.
The delayed start of voter registration (originadigheduled for 1-30 November 2012) places
enormous pressure on the electoral timeline, asro#dspects of electoral preparations
particularly party and candidate registration m@hyvoters being registered.

Campaign financing previously was shrouded in sgcrand political parties generally
did little to disclose their sources of funding aaiing to informants. Campaigns are very
expensive. In the past, major corruption scandasvoften linked to campaign and political
financing. A 2012 draft Election Campaign FinanciBij would have forced parties to make
public their finances and place a ceiling on th@ant spent on campaigns. However, parliament
did not reach agreement on the draft bill befagdast session. The failure to pass the bill isisee
as another sign that Kenya’s politicians are stglimplementation of the new constitution and
failing to meet citizens’ expectations for refofm

According to interviewees the IEBC plans extra meas to prevent fraud, ballot
stuffing, bribery and manipulation of results thatve been features of recent Kenyan elections;
often with the complicity of electoral officialst has tightened its recruitment practices. Many
officials will not be allowed to perform their das in their home areas and will be informed

where they will work only at the last minute in attempt to reduce their susceptibility to

o1 Hargreaves BBC, personal interview on Electoralitieslin Kenya, Nairobi: Claripress. Interviewed 6H
September 2013.
*? Reports of The International Centre for Policy &@unhflict vs. Attorney General, Commission on impésitation

of the constitution and Independent Electoral andriglaries Commission”, para. 15, 30 November 2012
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community pressure, bribery or intimidatidnin addition to the new registration methodology,
the IEBC plans to use electronic poll books thecprement of which is now underway in each
polling stream on election day, which if they wathould allow staff to identify voters through
their finger prints. The electronic books shoulsbainake it easier for citizen observers and party
agents to track how many ballots have been casadt point during the day. In principle this
should make it more difficult for ballot boxes t@ bopped up with any unused ballots by
unscrupulous polling staff at the end of the*day

Interviewee cited that another major change inlégal framework for elections is the
November 2011 Political Parties Act. Political pestin Kenya have long been problematic.
Formed for the most part along ethnic lines, thendtto be ideology-free electoral vehicles for
their leaders and central to the ethnic numberatring and coalition building that take place
ahead of each poll. Few have internal party denoycitaat is sufficiently robust to allow for the
transparent selection of leaders, or to replereskdérship and offer young members a chance to
progress through the rarfRsLeaders or their financiers often meddle in priemor candidate
selection processes. Politicians traditionally juimgmn one party to another readily, or start new
parties when they believe existing ones do noteséreir interests. The last few months before
the 2013 general election have seen a major magrati politicians, as incumbents and aspirants

for elective office rush to join parties that aexqeived as popular in their locales.

%% Chris Cuomo is a CNN anchor and reports on Thegljniels, signed by over fifteen media institutionsre

developed together with the IEBC, the Kenya Unibdaurnalists and other media stakeholders, asaselith the
government and were largely borrowed from the BBC
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4.1.2 Electoral System Approach in Kenya 2013 eleohs.

According to informants the Kriegler report idemd weaknesses in the previous
election commission, the Electoral Commission ohy@ (ECK), as having contributed to the
2007-2008 violence. Its weak management of a flanesilts process, particularly for the
presidential polls, sparked the initial prot&st®eep distrust in the ECK meant that opposition
politicians suspected it of election rigging andi ti&le reason to believe commissioners would
address their complaints fairly. The commissionsakness and lack of credibility could be
traced in part to the president’s ability at thredito unilaterally appoint its members. To address
these problems, the Kriegler report recommended tla@ new constitution required (Article 88),
that commissioners to the IEBC be appointed thrauglbnsultative process. A selection panel,
set up in August 2011 through consultations betwhkerpresident and prime minister, identified
commissioners who were formally nominated by thesjolent. The list was vetted and approved
by parliament in transparent hearings, some of vhiere even streamed onlife

Despite complaints from some politicians that thecpss was insufficiently transparent,
a promising constellation of commissioners was agpd. The majority are a change from
previous appointments of semi-retired civil sergaand diplomats. They now serve for only a
single, non-renewable six-year tefiriThey are also more difficult to dismiss, and thppear to
have less incentive to curry favour with politicsato seek renewal or stay in post. Together

these measures provide the security of tenurettieaKriegler report recognized was important

% Report of Stasavage, D. of BBC on Democracy andatihn spending in Africa. American Journal of Boéil
Science 49 (2), 343-358
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to ensure commissioners’ independence. The IEB@ radently enjoyed broad political and
public support, in part because of its successfahagement of the 2010 constitutional
referendum and various by elections. The IEBC gimoformed delimitation of county
boundaries one of its first tasks related to th&320olls reasonably adeptly. The commission’s
recent handling of the procurement of expensivenkinic voter registration kits, however, as
well as its inability to enforce new rules on pickl parties and the controversy over the
elections date, appear to have somewhat erodeslits reputation. The bungled procurement
process in particular, although the IEBC was ntglgagesponsible, exposed its inexperience and
weaknesS. Despite these problems, the IEBC remains oneeniy’s more trusted institutions,
but the intense political pressure as March appredqgrovided a stiff test. Since many of its
decisions between then and March were likely tedrgentious, it would have should exploited
opportunities through the Political Parties LiaisBommittee to discuss them fully with all
political factions, ideally involving them in keyedisions. Local IEBC regional offices had to do
the same with candidates for local office, espgctal the gubernatorial election.

Drawing in and building a strong alliance with tisociety groups had also strengthened
confidence in the IEBC. Transparency and effectuéreach and communication were being
key to maintaining public support. The commissiad o also consider taking strong early
action against violators of campaign rules, palaidy those who use inflammatory language, to
send warning signal that, like the judiciary, iuisafraid to take on powerful politicians. Making

an early example would help set the tone for timepzagr®.

9 Hargreaves BBC, personal interview on Electoralitieslin Kenya, Nairobi: Claripress. Interviewed 6H
September 2013.
19919 chris Cuomo is a CNN anchor and reports on Thestjuiels, signed by over fifteen media institutionsye

developed together with the IEBC, the Kenya Unibdaurnalists and other media stakeholders, asaselith the
government and were largely borrowed from the BBC
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4.1.3 The impact of the Constitution to the Kenya@13 general elections

According to majority of interviewee the 2010 Conagion radically restructured power
and overhauled public institutions, with importaminsequences for the electibfis It strips
some power from the presidency, vesting it insteadhe judiciary, legislature and local
governments, and increases the size of parliamesérving more seats for women and other
traditionally underrepresented constituenteslt also mandates major judicial and police
reform, as well as reform of the political partygm, campaign finance and the mé¥ia

Interviewees note that some of the most signifiadrdnges aim to dilute presidential
power. On paper, this should not only strengthemazacy, but also reduce the stakes of the
presidential polls and the dangers of zero-suntipsliwhich were identified as among the main
drivers of the 2007-2008 violence. Many powers feriy held by the president are now shared
with the judiciary and legislature. In particuldhe new constitution denies the president the
prerogative of unilaterally appointing key publifficals, including election commissioners.
Most appointments must be vetted and approved byapeent whether these changes will make
the contest for the presidency any less fierce msnt be seen. Kenya’'s most powerful
politicians still appear to want the top job mohart any other, probably because it is likely to
exercise considerable informal power. Moreover,ribet president could do much to undermine

the new constitution’s checks and balances.

' Media Council of Kenya and IEBC to train journadistMedia Council of Kenya, January 2012
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The constitution also introduces a new level ofegaance, the impact of which may be
even greater than the checks on executive pow8lairobi. There are now 47 counties, each
with its own elected governor, assembly and sen@t@a newly established upper house, the
Senate. This body will be responsible mostly fogioaal affairs, including allocating the
national budget outside Nairobi.

The new constitution also reforms the electoraltesys For presidential elections, a
candidate needs to win a majority (50 plus ond)erathan plurality of votes and must secure
more than a quarter of votes in 24 of the 47 cesritb avoid a run-off. In principle, this means a
winning candidate should enjoy support from differeommunitie$®®. The new provisions also
encourage coalition building across ethniciffésAlliances have been a key feature of Kenya’s
politics since 2002, when a united opposition tiglotNARC defeated the incumbent KANU.
The new constitution makes it almost impossible dae party, or ethnic group, to win the
presidency single-handedly, thus reinforcing thiend. In the next election, presidential
candidates that do not qualify for the run-off, ahelir supporters, will likely have to wait for the

run-off to decide which candidate to throw theipgart to.

4.2 International Media in Persuasion and InfluenceSocial Behavior through electoral
process in Kenya.

International Media in Persuasion and Influence i@oBehavior through electoral
process in Kenya have been instrumental througlnpeact of International media in Kenya as

Policymaker and International media as GatekeepKehyan elections.

% The Kriegler commission report Prior to the electimany media outlets released opinion polls that
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4.2.1 The impact of International media in Kenya a$’olicymaker

According to interviewees international media inna’s has been vibrant; provided a
platform for the opposition groups during the stlegfor multiparty politics, highlighted the
Moi regime’s corruption, and called on him to opgm political space. Over the last decade,
there has been a proliferation of radio stati¥hdHowever, at the same time politicians and
politically connected businessmen have been bustiakes in many media houses and increasing
their influence. The media were ill-prepared fax 2007-2008 post-election violence. They were
unable to communicate the election results anddsequent violence without partisan flavour.
Worse still, some media houses, particularly themaeular radio stations, have been claimed to
have stirred tensions by taking sides and provigiolficians with avenues to disseminate hate

speech. Later, as violence intensified, some nmealises advocated for pedte

4.2.2 International media as Gatekeeper to Kenyanections

Interviewees held that despite the proliferation difjital monitoring mechanisms,
Kenyan government minister Muthui Kariuki issuecrgptic warning to international journalists
covering the election on™March 2013. Accusing journalists and pollsters catalyzing
violence in the past, he asserted that reporteilsb@i summoned if they publish stories that
polarize the electorate. He admonished journabigtstating, “We will set you on fire before you
set us on firf®. The issue of journalism is complicated becawsall media outlets undeniably

contributed to hate speech that fuelled ethnicioeissand clashes in the weeks after the 2007

106 Report of Stasavage, D. of BBC on Democracy andaihn spending in Africa. American Journal of Bacil

Science 49 (2), 343-358.
' Media Council of Kenya and IEBC to train journaiistMedia Council of Kenya, January 2012

108 \McKenzie CNN, Gachiri Albert CNN personal intervieiWhe Power of Knowledge: Voter Education and
Electoral Behaviour in a Kenyan Constituency’ intewed on 4 September 2013
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elections. Although most local radio stations @hlfer calm during the 2007-2008 violence, a
BBC investigation found that some stations broadcabtathnt hate speech targeting specific
ethnic groups that stoked the unrest. The statemeyntKariuki hinted at wide-scale press
restrictions and drew international criticism. TAssociated Pressalled the decree a veiled

threat and Tom Rhodes of the Committee to Protmatnalists decried the statement as utterly

reprehensible and unbecoming of a government spukes

4.3. The role of International Media in Influencing Peace or War in Kenya electoral
process

According to interviewee 2007-2008 Internationaldidehubs and platformbiate speech
sent via SMS messages was used to rally crowdsndladhe ethnic divisions. In 2012, social
media outlets have reportedly deployed teams ohni@ogists to undermine groups or
individuals that utilize technology to instigateokince®. Umati has gained notoriety for its
plans to monitor new media, identify dangerous spemnd then disseminate information about
the distributor and the content of the messagegofe published by Umati demonstrate how its
staff has identified commentators of hate speechtla@n paired the commentators with specific
instruction$®®. Examples of such calls to action include dirextido discriminate, forcefully
evict, beat, and even Kkill. The organisation enjeypport from well-known institutions like
American University and Ushahidi. As the electiopp@aches, Umati has had massive

followers.

1% Owen Bennett Jones BBC personal interview on tibatds are to be broadcast on television channelsTare

first one aired on 26 November. Interviewed on 8033
% Media Council of Kenya and IEBC to train journadistMedia Council of Kenya, January 2012
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4.3.1 Contribution of International media as Peacand Consensus Builder in Kenya 2013

election

The International media provided extensive covedghe activities of the IEBC and the
electoral process in general. In the lead up toelbetion, almost all media houses signed the
Code of Conduct on Elections Coverage as requiyethéd Media Council of Kenya (MCK).
The media largely upheld the Code of Conduct anewethe main either positive or neutral in
their coverage of both the electoral process aerdptiiling day itself. Further, the media also
made a conscious effort to avoid providing a platfdor hate speech and other forms of
communication that could lead to public incitent&htWhile the Mission commends the Kenyan
Media for its generally positive and constructiveverage of the activities and processes of the
March 4, 2013, general elections, it observes itiedia coverage was more skewed in favor of
the two dominant political party coalitions, i.eORD and Jubilee, with rather low coverage for
the smaller parties, female and independent catetida

4.3.2 The role of the Media in Perpetuating Politis of the Suffering in Kenya

Some international media houses therefore optimibed free opportunity and were
irresponsible in the content they aired. Recklessmeas present since some media houses lacked
signed codes of conduct for their reporters, oftemg untrained journalists who were regarded

to have lacked objectivity and were not nonpartidaring the 2007 elections. They were often

' Chris Cuomo is a CNN anchor and reports on Thegdiniels, signed by over fifteen media institutionsre

developed together with the IEBC, the Kenya Unibdaurnalists and other media stakeholders, asaselith the
government and were largely borrowed from the BBC
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biased, sensational, compromised and unnecessdaiimed their audiences with messages of

fear, inciting them against the government.

The biggest province of Kenya, Rift Valley, was thest hit by the election violence.
And all the government officials‘ participants ndtehat the media in Rift Valley was mostly
responsible for the massacres. The massacres wintises were the incumbent presidents tribe
mates was said to have escalated after the medifybthe governmeht. The situation was as
grave as the public attacking the office of théestavned media house in Rift Valley. However
the government still defended itself that the eitiz reaction to burn property and massacre their
fellow Kenyans was a result of the media incitifg tpublic. All government participants
believed that even after the ban, the media stilllgop holes and sent hate messages. Leaflets

and fliers were daily sources of news in such &ipae from anonymous sources.
4.3.3 Negative effects of International media on Ettion in Kenya

Both the Waki and Kriegler reports identified haigeech as a key issue and offered
recommendations for improving media regulation.décihg a ban on hate speech must take
place on two levels: stopping and prosecuting theise employ it, as well as ensuring media
bodies do not play a complicit or active role irs itissemination. The 2008 Kenya
Communications (Amendment) Act was passed to addi@se of these issues. In addition, the
National Cohesion and Integration Commission (NCWk&re established in 2008 to end hate
speech and foster national cohesion and integrafioare have been some attempts to curb hate

speech, although more could be done. On 4 July,20i@e musicians were charged with hate

'3 Chris Cuomo is a CNN anchor and reports on Thegdiniels, signed by over fifteen media institutionsre

developed together with the IEBC, the Kenya Unibdaurnalists and other media stakeholders, asaselith the
government and were largely borrowed from the BBC
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speech and incitement to violence the case isp&ilding and some parliamentarians have also
been charged. Others have been acquitted. Newnigimdedia guidelines published on 2 April
2012 by the Media Council of Kenya (MCK) intend poomote accurate, comprehensive,
impatrtial, fair and responsible coverage of theampiog elections and to ensure journalists are
sensitive to the risk of conflitf. Their objective is to enable voters to make infed choices
and to hold media houses to account for their cantwith the MCK publishing a monthly
monitoring report on the presa However, according to a news editor, the mediseHaarned
little from the last elections violence, and, ify#rning, remain polarized. Following the
commitment to the new guidelines, the media walgst live televised presidential debates that
will also be broadcast over the radio. Three debfgaturing all the presidential candidates have
were planned, with a possible fourth to be orgahizéne election lead to a run-off.

On 19 September 2011, the MCK complaints commisssmed an important judgment against
The Standardhewspaper for violating Article 4 of the Code ofdact for the Practice of
Journalism in Kenya when it published an articlat tlalsely accused Francis Muthaura, an ICC

suspect, of attempting to orchestrate Kenya.

* Chris Cuomo is a CNN anchor and reports on Theddiniels, signed by over fifteen media institutionsye

developed together with the IEBC, the Kenya Unibdaurnalists and other media stakeholders, asagelith the
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4.3.4 The Role of the International Media in Creatdn of Unintended Reaction in electoral

process in Kenya

Banning the media after announcing that Presidé@k{ won the election triggered the
violence. The day the bloodshed begun we had vaifisteners calling in and narrating what
was happening and saying the government was dkitl tand silence its opposition. They said
their houses were on fire. They were asking ustdact the NGOs and not the police to come to
their rescue. From the station one could hear #mcpand fear in the listener’'s voices. As the
media we did our part to alert the police on whierggo. So on the contrary to dividing, the

media stepped in to control the violehce

Six participants attributed the mounting tensionoagh Kenya to the live broadcast of
opinion polls and vote tallying by the media ané tfovernment releasing their own opinion
polls. Eventually the government through the Miryisif Information and Communication found
it fit to ban live broadcast. “I agree with this wa&) because the media was getting out of control.
| believe the Kenya media could have done bettefotestall the stalemate.” Observed a

government respondent.

4.4 The role of International Media in Electioneermg Process in Kenya 2013 election
According to interviewee it is observable todaytttiee media plays a key role, positive

or negative in electoral process, in the world'taieg such as conflict, policy making and

humanitarian responSg. That is to mean, the media‘s power can put farttritical pressure

whether destructive or constructive in any giveénation. Bernard Kouchner, a renowned United

118 Evan Perez, CNN Justice Reporter personal intergievinternational media, Elections and the Cortititial

and Legal: regime in Kenya’, 9/9/2013
"7 personal interview to William R. Sweeney, Jr. Rtest & CEO, International Foundation for Electogistems
on international media role in kenya 2013 gendeadt®n. Interviewed on 1/09/2013.
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Nations High Representative in Kosovo, also comeemn his humanitarians efforts that: In
situations of conflict, without the media you camribthing*®

Media officials should carry out the electioneerprgcess professionally. In order to set
an example to their opposition parties, these iafBcshould refrain from inflaming voter's
emotions and inciting. The media should collabovéth government through arms such as the
police, judiciary, and electoral commission shoeftsure the elections are conducted in a fair
way that upholds democracy. As a tool that camemocracy deserves the international media
support in their endeavdrs,

Reliable correspondents are needed as a watchdogsagorruption and other illegal
activities during electiort8’. It is the role of correspondents to report on peots, cases of
possible violation of the rules as well as to infiéeducate voters about issues and the political
parties and candidates’ policies. Correspondentt endeavor and take initiative to be aware of
the election rules, the operations of the Elect@@anmission of Kenya and the voting process.
To effectively perform their duty towards promotiah media responsibility correspondents
should be aware of and report on the following:

4.5 The contributions of International media in Poitical Mobilization in Kenya 2013

election

Way before the election campaigns, the governmeastwgsing most of the leading media

houses in Kenya to campaign. It ironic howeverntties relationship however went sour when

18 Eyan Perez, CNN Justice Reporter personal intergievinternational media, Elections and the Cortstibal

and Legal: regime in Kenya’, 9/9/2013
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the media either became objective and started bastidg the opposition parties (alongside the
incumbent government) or was convinced that theegowent was not what they said they were.
Slowly government campaigns were anti media andewthie opposition parties kept thriving
when this cold war escalating. Opinion polls alseptk highlighting the decreasing public
approval and support of the government. Througkestigative journalism, the media also kept
highlighting instances where government vehicleseweing used to ferry weapons, leaflets of
hate massages among others. These actions by tha tamet the government actions so much
that at the peak of the electioneering processgtlvernment banned media coverage. The result
was upraising and revolts from all the parts ofdbantry. As observed during the conflict, most
participants believed that the Kenyan public toolk aews coming from the media as gospel
truth rather than questioning the information. Tway in which the media packaged the

information was authoritative and convincing.

4.5.1 International media influence Close Competitin in Kenya 2013 election

In a partnership with Storyful, Google launched #enya Election Hub, a YouTube
channel that hosted presidential debates and ptansonitor campaign activities and election
results through 04 March. The online space wasnareasingly important tool for outreach,
engagement and reflection during the political pes; said Mark-ham Nolan, the managing
editor at Storyful, Google’s chief partner in tHeation hub initiative.

“In some counties competition for governorshipsl wié fierce, and the potential for
violence is high, especially since many local cotdlare about access to power and resources.
Candidates could exploit and aggravate local griega and disputes to mobilise support. Any

attempt to do so should be monitored carefully aotion taken quickly by the relevant
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authorities, notably the IEBC, judiciary, policedathe National Cohesion and Integration
Commission, which should identify those countiesrisk counties. Some organisations, are
already mapping risk areas across the countryjdaally these efforts should inform an official
response. Particular attention might be paid towtes in which a majority community splits and
allows a minority to win office, or where a mingrithat has traditionally held power locally
faces defeat by a majority group, or where comipetifor office aligns with older disputes all of

which are potential conflict scenarios.”

4.6 Influence of Electoral Institutions to the Eletoral Process in Kenya 2013 election
According to interviewees the independent and etatboundaries commission (IEBC)
had improved outreach and communication with stakkhs, including political parties,
candidates, and the media and, in particular, @uitiety, with which a strong alliance is
especially important to resist political pressuseid provide citizen observer groups the
information they need in a timely manner. Pressalbcandidates at national and county level
and political parties to adhere stringently to @ede of Conduct enacted as part of the 2011
Elections Act?’. This keeps tight focus on operational plannirspeeially on vote counting and
tallying of results, including the likelihood of gsidential run-off, and make results for both
rounds publicly available and disaggregated byimplstream to allow for their verification by
citizen observers and party agents. Take actionpardination with the National Cohesion and
Integration Commission, against political partiexl acandidates that violate rules, campaign

divisively or use hate speech.

12! personal interview to William R. Sweeney, Jr. Rtest & CEO, International Foundation for Electdggstems

on international media role in kenya 2013 gendeadt®n. Interviewed on 1/09/2013.
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4.7 International media influence in Election Adminstration in Kenya 2013 election.
According to interviewees International mediaovide support to Governments and
international organisations on approaches thattalgggd on the sophistication of technology
users in Kenya that are relayed on digital plat®mm provide information about polling sites,
candidates, and other election detafiskenya Open Data is a government-sponsored iniiat
in collaboration with international media that aitosimprove governance and transparency by
making government records, including voting regates and election data, accessible online as
well as the UN Organisation for the Coordination léimanitarian Affairs (OCHA) has
produced a map of conflicts by district as intemoounity violence escalates prior to the
electiort?® The Constitution and Reform Education Consort{@RECO) represents a broad
coalition of Kenyan organisations that conductdohaeline study to identify the most volatile
counties based on a range of social, economic awdrity factors. CRECO then outlined

specific local-level reforms that might mitigatesp@lection violence.

4.8 International media influence Conditions for Eéction Night as a Journalistic Event in
Kenya 2013 election

All the international media houses interviewed gaat they have code of conducts that
their journalist ought to sign before employntéhtin addition they confirm that all the staff in

their media houses has signed the code of condhatt should guard against irresponsible

122

Kenya2013. A public list by AJELive - AJELivd.Jazeera reporterovering theKenya2013 presidential
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' The Waki commission report collected data regarttiegmedia’s involvement in the post-elections efme.

The report concluded the media contributed to theie fervour as well as confusion and misinformati
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journalism. The government officials also believkdt the international media should employ
professional journalists on their academic andgasibnal merit as opposed to talent since most

of them did not have journalistic ethics of guagdiheir audiences by vetting information.

4.9 The role of International Media in Political Campaigns in Kenya 2013 election

According to informants the International Medias lent unprecedented support to the
Kenyan electoral process in 2613 The country has an estimated 13.5 million inteursers,
most of who rely on mobile phones to access contéitil society organisations (CSOSs),
corporations and free-lancers are using technologyrm voters with tools that will encourage
conflict-free elections and enforce transparencthinpolling procesé®. Efforts have primarily
focused on three core functions: sharing infornmtibout how and where to vote; monitoring
and preventing hate speech that is intended tdeindolence; and expanding access to crowd
sourcing tools that can report incidents of viokand voting irregularities as they occur during
real-time. Daudi Were, one of Kenya’'s most promingloggers summarized the efforts; “We

are protecting the vote, protecting the electoragpess*?’

4.10 Conclusion
The international media in particular played a roleshaping the Kenya politics by

electronically stepping in to inform the citizens what was happening in various parts of the

12> James Oswago, reports on Kenya 2013 Election Wedchm, lecture, Sarova Stanley, Friedrich Ebeftustiy

and Africa Policy Institute, Nairobi, 19 Januag13.
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country. The international media also engagedequent updates of their online platforms upto
five times a day. This could have either increasededuced the effect of the conflict hence
remains an answered question whether it was aiy®ot negative action. The dilemma is

created by whether the international media wouldehased it tools to spread more peace or

more war.

The research also concludes that the internatimealia mostly just tracked events but failed to
explain what led to those events. They thereformuged on appalling news hence became

problem-focused.

There is a need for International Media officiadscarry out the electioneering process
professionally. In order to set an example to tbpposition parties, these officials should refrain
from inflaming voter's emotions and inciting. Theadia should collaborate with government
through arms such as the police, judiciary, andtetal commission so as to ensure that the
elections are conducted in a fair way that uphdklsocracy.

In addition, the author observed that Kenyan edectidministration and the international
media had appreciably enhanced their rapport dineedays of single ruling party system in
Kenya till the 2013 general election. On the sidehe government, the author observed a
suddenly lack of appreciation of the internatiom&ldia and no foreseeing or planning to counter
the effects of expansion of the international meuhd issuing of various licenses to biased local
media owners. Certainly, resistance between thergovent and the international media is not
about to end. If the Kenyan society must uphold a@atic election and practice the various
freedoms and rights stipulated in the constituttben the two sides need to take up a

sympathetic view of each others role and socigpoasibility.
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CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1 Introduction

At the onset of this research the author sougfiintbthe role of the international media
on third —world electoral process, the case of 2B8E&Bya’s general elections. Most of the
guestions that this research explored were answeétedever, some of the answer were one
sided. This means that the international mediatpi@eers believed they had a positive role in
the conflict of mainly exposing the government’'sgagve plots. This plots ranged from
equipping their local communities for war as we#l asing state resources to favour the

incumbent campaigns.

5.2 Summary of findings
In Summary of findings legitimacy of an electioriagrprocess calls for the following:

The media sharing the information without biasg government issuing press freedom to the
media to share news, the judiciary body to keepexk on both the media and the government
to ensure the election rules are adhered to, vadusation through various media. In the
Kenyan case, it was difficult to achieve the abosguirements hence the elections cannot be
termed as democratic. The media being a key sairzdormation, one cannot dispute that the
majority of the voters were influenced by the staridhe international media. The media in
other words influences our political stand, suppespecially by the frequency of reporting on
politicians. Professional journalism calls for thredia to offer all and unbiased news on how

they should vote. It was however ironical to thehau that all the participants praised the
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government's decision to lift the ban on the medibey also agreed that calm was restored

when the ban was lifted during the 2007/08 posttiele violence?®®

Government Official participant praised the worktlé international media saying, the
media was very instrumental after the violence Baded. The media also rallied conflicting
politicians and started a peace campaign later vandar was restored. | believe this brought
normalcy to the country. Though not convincinglynclusive, the author believes that the
government official appreciate the power of the met@ihey also take blame for licensing many
radio stations which had not been checked propdihys radio stations are believed to have
spread hate messages against other tribes, thalecu president and the governments. The role
of the international media after the 2013 genelattmn was noted as very important by the
government officials, mainly because the IntermaloMedia had more resources and the

freedom to broadcast information or news, newswtatld otherwise not have been broadcast.

5.3 Conclusion

The international media was also used in sharing th@ voters can vote, new changes,
news voting rules, length of registration and caignps penalties of election misconduct. During
this process the media highlighted any irregulkssitincidences of favoritism to any party. The
media also monitored the electioneering processamteld as a watchdog to the governments
activities. Irresponsible journalists also failed tefrain from defamation, twisting facts,
derivative, malicious, reporting offensive incitingews, malice, corruption, or repeatedly

sending false information to the public that in &m&l, the message begun to be factual due to the

128 Clark C. Gibson, James D. Long Personal interviemttee presidential and parliamentary elections anya,
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frequency of reporting. These actions escalated Gauded possible harm to the politicians,
government and public protest. The professionakrn@tional media houses in Kenya
highlighted the differences in policies and maride3 hey tried to inform the public on what the
voter should expect from the politicians if theyrwahe elections. They also probed and asked

the hard questions; asked the politicians whaptiieies meant to the voters.

Most politicians find it important to campaign ugimternational media hubs with the
same ideological slogan that is involved with batgpthe lives of the voters. And they did so in
the Kenyan election with the hopes of being leaddrgovernment business when the results
were announced. The politicians, coming from ddfertribes; some of the tribes have not been
friendly to each other since time back. It was ¢fi@e the duty of the media to highlight all the

stands they hold.

The print media in particular played a role in shgpghe Kenyan politics by stepping in
to inform the citizens on what was happening inowes parts of the country. The print media
also engaged in frequent production of their pggergven twice a day. This could have either
increased or reduced the effect of the conflictceethis remains an answered question as
whether it was a positive or negative action. Tientima is created by whether the media would
have used it's tools to spread more peace or mare The government has continued to blame
the international media for live coverage and ugimgr resources to preach partisan politics.
The government officials therefore, answered affitiie the questions that the international

media should take responsibility for impact of theformation on their audiences.
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5.4 Recommendation

Despite this inevitable frication, strategic govaant officials must increase the power
of the international media as a tool that can befulsn executing commands as well as an
avenue for relaying information. There is need #oregislative framework governing the
international media while it still respects medieedom and autonomy. The legislative
framework will perhaps entail details on whethee tiovernment has the right to ban media
coverage. In other words, the government shouldessr the power of the media as a powerful
tool and hedge against any public aggression. Dvergment should also be strict on issuance
of license or veto media ownership. This will mitig media ownership by the media by

politicians who end up using the media for theilitpmal interest that harm the public.

The ideal situation in a peaceful government-madiationship should be a natural
coexistence with clear responsibilities spelled dis means the responsibility of the media is
to provide the public with information while the \@nment issues licenses as well as
commission an agreed constitution clauses thatrgevaedia freedom in a democratic manner
The new issues that emerged in this study are yn&ntlo with dilemma of media ownership,
media freedom, verses government control in a cgumhich boasts of practicing democracy
and respecting human rights. As a direction or eatign for further related research on the
Kenyan election conflict, an examination of the k&m media audience as the primary subject
of study, as opposed to the international media gowernment officials as this research did

would give a bigger picture on the role of the insgional media.
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