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Your Majesties 
Your Royal Highnesses 
Honourable Members of the Norwegian Nobel Committee 
Excellencies 
Ladies and Gentlemen 

I stand before you and the world humbled by this recognition and uplifted by the honour of being 
the 2004 Nobel Peace Laureate. 

As the first African woman to receive this prize, I accept it on behalf of the people of Kenya and 
Africa, and indeed the world. I am especially mindful of women and the girl child. I hope it will 
encourage them to raise their voices and take more space for leadership. I know the honour also 
gives a deep sense of pride to our men, both old and young. As a mother, I appreciate the 
inspiration this brings to the youth and urge them to use it to pursue their dreams. 

Although this prize comes to me, it acknowledges the work of countless individuals and groups 
across the globe. They work quietly and often without recognition to protect the environment, 
promote democracy, defend human rights and ensure equality between women and men. By so 
doing, they plant seeds of peace. I know they, too, are proud today. To all who feel represented 
by this prize I say use it to advance your mission and meet the high expectations the world will 
place on us. 

This honour is also for my family, friends, partners and supporters throughout the world. All of 
them helped shape the vision and sustain our work, which was often accomplished under hostile 
conditions. I am also grate-ful to the people of Kenya—who remained stubbornly hopeful that 
democracy could be realized and their environment managed sustainably. Because of this 
support, I am here today to accept this great honour. 

I am immensely privileged to join my fellow African Peace laureates, Presidents Nelson 
Mandela and F.W. de Klerk, Archbishop Desmond Tutu, the late Chief Albert Luthuli, the late 
Anwar el-Sadat and the UN Secretary General, Kofi Annan. 

I know that African people everywhere are encouraged by this news. My fellow Africans, as we 
embrace this recognition, let us use it to intensify our commitment to our people, to reduce 
conflicts and poverty and thereby improve their quality of life. Let us embrace democratic 
governance, protect human rights and protect our environment. I am confident that we shall rise 



to the occasion. I have always believed that solutions to most of our problems must come from 
us. 

In this year's prize, the Norwegian Nobel Committee has placed the critical issue of environment 
and its linkage to democracy and peace before the world. For their visionary action, I am 
profoundly grateful. Recognizing that sustainable development, democracy and peace are 
indivisible is an idea whose time has come. Our work over the past 30 years has always 
appreciated and engaged these linkages. 

My inspiration partly comes from my childhood experiences and observations of Nature in rural 
Kenya. It has been influenced and nurtured by the formal education I was privileged to receive in 
Kenya, the United States and Germany. As I was growing up, I witnessed forests being cleared 
and replaced by commercial plantations, which destroyed local biodiversity and the capacity of 
the forests to conserve water. 

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, 

In 1977, when we started the Green Belt Movement, I was partly responding to needs identified 
by rural women, namely lack of firewood, clean drinking water, balanced diets, shelter and 
income. 

Throughout Africa, women are the primary caretakers, holding significant responsibility for 
tilling the land and feeding their families. As a result, they are often the first to become aware of 
environmental damage as resources become scarce and incapable of sustaining their families. 

The women we worked with recounted that unlike in the past, they were unable to meet their 
basic needs. This was due to the degradation of their immediate environment as well as the 
introduction of commercial farming, which replaced the growing of household food crops. 

 


