THE METHODOLOGY OF TCONOMIC HISTORY

TeCeIs Ryan

WORKII'G PAPER NO. 246

INSTITUTE FCR DiEV. LOPHENT STUDIES
UNIVORSITY OF NAIROBI
P.O. Box 30197

Noirobi, Kcnyae

Cctober, 1975

L et

s cxpresscd in this paper orc thosc of the author. Thcy should not
intcrpreted as reflecting the vicws of the Institute for Devclopment
dics or of the Univcrsity of Nairobi,



IDS /WP 246

THE METHCDOLOGY OF ECONOKMIC HISTORY

By

T.C.I. Ryen

LABSTRACT

This discussion of the methodology of cconomic history sets
out to justify the prescntation of rigorous cconomic models to test .
historical hypotheses. It orgues for the lcgitimacy of attempting both
directional and magnitudinel estimetes of significant economic variables
despite date shortcomings. It gives, finally, a systematic set of
questions which need answering if the economic historian is to give true
economic insights rather than impose his frame on the pattern of events
no matter what contradictions he suppresses in the process.
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