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ABSTRACT

The study investigated factors influencing womeparticipation in community
development in Kwa- Vonza Division, LowerYatta sttninty, Kitui County. The
objectives of the study were to determine whethereg was a relationship between the
level of education and women'’s participation in coomity development, to find out
whether there was a relationship between the ageoshen and participation in
community development and to find out whether thees a relationship between
marital status of women and patrticipation in comityudevelopment. The research
design for the study was descriptive research heddrget population was women
from self-help registered women groups from Kwa-¥@rDivision, Kitui County.
Data was collected by the use of the questionraxik interviews and was analyzed
using Statistical Package for Social Science seo#wprogramme. The study
established that marital status, age and level efducation of women influenced
participation in community development. The studgammends that the government
should develop initiatives aimed at creating aweassn among women and
empowering them to be able to contribute in develept. Non-governmental
organizations and religious institutions shouldaitrive to give education to women
in order to improve awareness. These recommendatiadmplemented will address

major factors influencing women participation imomunity development.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION
1.1Background to the study

Globally, women participation in community develogmh has been focused by many
International forums such as the Beijing Declaraaod United Nations (2000). All these
forums concur that each member state should promoteen’s economic independence,
gender equality, development and peace. A studWitlgry (1999) in New Zealand
concurred with the point of view. At the time okttudy, both the Prime Minister and
the opposition leader were females which are ar dghadication that women can hold

senior positions in the government.

In Africa, women have played a significant rolecommunity development especially in
agriculture as a strategy to alleviate poverty Faldanladi and Mahmoud (2007); FAO
(2008:58); and Karki (2009:23)]. Even though wonwamtribute significantly to the
socio-economic development in their countries, thlsp face major challenges which
differ from one country to another. Kabarie (2030GBentified traditional and cultural
norms as the major challenges that limit the acoésgomen to agricultural input to the

invisibility of women in agricultural development.

IFAD (2000) observed that women in Ghana have ehgks in access to formal
financial services. The report indicated that amalrbank office serves an average of 53
000 knf and no financial institution in the majority ofstticts. This denies most women

access to loan facilities which can help women mi@nthemselves economically.

In Kenya, women have joined hands in the fight mstgpoverty through informal lending

and borrowing money amongst themselves in thefrhedp groups which has elevated
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their financial status as noted by Otieno (2002 8lso noted that women have received
skills and training on issues such as book keepmgrket appraisal and business
planning. A good example is women from Luanda ihiya District Kenya who have
received training in timber production, horticuurbasketry, rope-making, tailoring,
merry-go-rounds and revolving loans activities whinelp women to reduce starvation in

their family and empower them financially

1.2 Statement of the problem

Women participation in community development haseéamyriad problems. Some of
them are political, social, cultural, economicab agthical in nature which if not well

handled not only affect their participation in coomity development but also their
socialization process. To address these problenesgbvernment of Kenya has used
many strategies, key among them being the traiofngomen in financial management.
Nonetheless, this goal appears to be elusive akemrsed by the registered number of
women groups. Although these factors could be ltpaimegative influence on women
participation in community development, the extenivhich age, marital status and level
of education could be influencing women participatin community development in

Kwa-Vonza Division has not been investigated in ¥@nThis was the gap that the
researcher intended to fill with a view of genergtinformation that could hopefully

address the problem.



1.3 Purpose of the study

The purpose of the study was to investigate fadtdhsencing women’s participation in
community development in Kwa-Vonza Division, Low¥atta Sub-County in Kitui

County.
1.4 Research objectives
The study was guided by the following objectives.

i) To determine the relationship between the leveledfication and women’s
participation in community development.

i) To find out the relationship between the age of wonand participation in
community development.

iii) To find out the relationship between marital stattisvomen and participation in
community development.

1.5 Research questions
The study was guided by the following research tioes.

i) To what extend does the level of education infleemomen’s participation in
community development?

i) Is there a relationship between age of women amticipation in community
development?

iii) Is there a relationship between marital status amanmen participation in

community development?



1.6 Significance of the study

It was envisaged that the study was to benefit wioenen groups, women leaders,
researchers, administrators in social welfare gsoygolicy makers and the country at
large. The study may further provide researchetk taseline information that could be
useful in future related studies, especially stsidiesigned to improve effectiveness of
women participation in community development. Pohtakers and administration in the
Ministry of Gender and culture may have the oppatyuto base their future policies on

women participation in community development frdra tesults of this study.

1.7 Limitations of the study

This study limited its operation at Kwa-Vonza Diwis, Lower Yatta Sub-County in

Kitui County. It was targeting women in that arehomvere the respondents. The study
was limited by financial constraints, stigma whighdered women from disclosing some
information relevant to the study. To overcome ¢higsitations, the researcher assured

the respondents of confidentiality.

1.8 Delimitations of the study

The study confined itself to all registered womemups in Kwa-Vonza Division.
Secondly, the study’s main objective was to deteemvhether the variables of age, level
of education and marital status had a bearing omewo participation in community

development.

1.9 Assumptions of the study

The study was based on the following assumptions:



i) Information provided by women both literate andtellate was a genuine
indicator of the extent to which level of educationarital status and age
influence women participation in community develap

i) All community groups in the study area held suahcfions as meetings weekly,
monthly, annually and consulted with other agencsong other vital

community functions.

1.10Definitions of key operational terms

Community: Refers to a configuration of human beings who stiaee same values,

morals, beliefs and attitudes.

Development: Refers to the liberating process aimed at justmaf-reliance and
economic growth. It is essentially a people’s pgvation in which the poor and the

oppressed should be in active agents and the inatecoieneficiaries.

Community Development: Refers to a process by which the effort of the peop
themselves are united with those of governmentaaitighs to improve economic, social
and cultural conditions of communities, to integrétese communities to the life of the

nation and to enable them to contribute to natipnadjress.

Women: Refers to a female being either single, marriadpw or divorced

Women Participation: Refers to involvement of women into activities tife
community which may improve theBocial, political, economic and cultural standards

and hence bring positive change in their lives



1.110rganization of the study

This study was organized in five chapters. Chaptez highlighted the background to the
study, statement of the problem, purpose of thdystxesearch questions, significance of
the study, limitations of the study, delimitatiomé the study, basic assumptions,

definition of key operational terms and organizatid the study.

Chapter two consists of review of related literatiaoncept of women patrticipation, level
of education and women patrticipation in communigvelopment, age of women and
community participation, marital status and commurdevelopment and conceptual

framework.

Chapter three consists of research design, locafitime study, target population, sample
size and sampling procedure, research instrumeglidjty and reliability, data collection

procedure, data analysis and ethical concerns.

Chapter four comprises data analysis, presentatindgliscussion of the study as well as
findings. Chapter five comprises of a summary & #gtudy, summary of the major

findings, conclusions and recommendations.



CHAPTER TWO

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

2.1 The Concept of community development

Community development is the process by which ffats of the people themselves are
united with those of the government’'s authoritiesimprove economic, social and
cultural conditions of communities, to integratesh communities into the life of the
nation and to enable them to contribute to natiganagress (Department of Provincial

and Local Development, DPLG 2005:5).

Reddy (1999), explains that in order to achieve rooimity development, it is necessary
for local governments to create environment thdersf opportunities for effective

engagement of people in local government developmpkmning. He further reiterates
that one way of creating favorable environmentgdeople participation and especially
women is by building a social capital, providingnoounity leadership and vision to
empower the disadvantaged and exchange groupslinglwomen and youth.

The non-government organizations through the gowmem of Kenya has taken the
initiative of sensitizing women on the importanddgaming women groups and training

them on borrowing and lending money among the mesnbe

2.2 Level of education and women participation in commnity development

The level of education is one of the significartdtfas influencing participation of women
in community development. Rad et al (2010:15) nateat education is one of the

important factors that help development to be zedli He further asserted that education



both formal and informal is geared towards commatiig accumulated wisdom and

knowledge from one generation to the next.

Kongolo (2002:12) and Songelewa (2009:150) obsertieat women contribute

significantly to the economy of the developing cm@s but they often find themselves
lacking resources such as finance and inadequat@ton when it comes to contributing
effectively to the economic output of their couesti The key barrier to women’s
advancement in the society is lack of educations T$ because many African parents
still prefer to send boys to school seeing littteno need of sending girls to school and
so, llliteracy is still evidenced in most Africamuntries among the women, Ravinder

(2007).

Manuh (1999:9) asserts that in Africa, female ali#tcy rates were over 60 percent in
1996 compared to 41 percent of men perhaps dusaltioral social factors. A study by

Natural Resources Management and Environment Dmpatt (NRMED) (2010:1),

reported that illiteracy is a major constraint facwomen in development. Some women
are unable to understand and utilize the techmidalmation because they lack formal
education. The department further reported thianicy makes some women unable to
read and understand the written materials provige@xtension programs that educate

farmers on agricultural farming methods.

Anselm et al (2010:128) states that education pkaysignificant role in positively
influencing the status of women in farm decisior. fidrther stated that highly educated

women are likely to make higher contribution tonfadecision making than uneducated



ones. It is therefore important for women to gealiy education for their progressive

participation in sustainable community development.

Abu & Klassen (2004) explains that education giwesnen the opportunity to participate
and contribute to the National Development. Thesthier noted that girls’ education
increases economic growth of a country. This islenced in Nigeria where educated
women have become politicians, professionals, Isadé different organizations and
bread winners. Women such as Professor Alele, for@teancellor of University of
Benin, Dr (Mrs.) Ngozi Okonjo, former Minister ofoFeign Affairs and Mrs. Deziani
Minister of education among others have contribuiesinensely to the economic
development of Nigeria. Others include the firstrigdn President of Liberia Dr Mrs.
Ellen Johnson and Mrs. Alizo Zomokunda who sengtha Vice President of Burundi,(

Igwesi 2012), just to mention a few.

Molagun & Taiwo (2000) advocates for women’s ediacato be encouraged for it can
promote total transformation of the society. Ededamothers could make useful
contribution to the development of the society. (1101) supported the study by noting
that educated women are able to keep their hometsamel their environment, produce
smart and healthy children and also cook neatlg. f8Hther argues that educated women
can contribute to the development effort of thaumtry, improve their family’s health
diet, and be responsible mothers, wives and gooohbraes of the society. Women’s
education further broadens their minds, help thewebbp self-discipline and esteem and

prepare them to cope with domestic work and family.



Community development goes hand in hand with edwtadf its members. Hughes
(2005) argues that rural women are often the dgciaconomically, politically and
linguistically marginalized and they lack accessettucational facilities, information
networks, alliances and capacity building oppotiaai Most women cannot access

information and lack the knowledge about governnpatities partly due to illiteracy.

A study conducted by Lodiaga and Mbevi (1995) inn¥@ investigated women’s
employment level, opportunities and career advaeoénm selected public universities
revealed that women were under-represented anteimppointed administrative posts,
women were lacking. In all the Universities samptkding the study, there were no

female deans of faculties.

In Tanzania, Elisilian (2010) conducted a studytloa influence of level education on
women’s participation in community development dodnd that women with post-
secondary training level of education work morenttiaose with post primary level of
education. The study further established that womigh pre-school level of education
knew nothing about loan programme. Nzomo (1995¢résd that inadequate formal
education and training is a barrier for women’stipgration in community development

especially in leadership.

2.3 Age of women and participation in community develoment

According to Mokate (2004), there is a strong reteghip between age of women and
their participation in community development. Worseparticipation in Japan forms
approximately M-shaped curve and their participatieclines during age of 25 and 40

years due to marriage, childbirth and child care.
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Mokate further explains that the lowest point oftjggpation and labor force corresponds
to the age between 30-34years. Therefore one oavaly two married women in this

age bracket quit their jobs and in most casesaithpme to raise their children.

According to the United Nations Population divisiagNDP (2001), labor force
participation rates of women in prime age of 25-yBars continued to rise in the 1990s
to between 60 to 80 percent for most developedsindlized countries. The report
further noted that these countries experience Hrgest increase in female labor
participation rate. The research also indicated Wwamen who participate in economic
roles and contribution at the prime age have fir@rsecurity at old age and hence are

able to contribute to community development thraughtheir lives.

A study by Elisilian (2000) indicated that womernthe age bracket of 45-49, 20-24 years
are 9.5 times more likely to be given loans. Ondteer hand, the study indicates that
women aged 25- 29 years are 9 times more likelyetgiven a loan than those aged 45-
49 and women aged 40 -44 are seven times morg likebe given loans as compared

with those aged 45 -49.

The study further indicated that age of women, ll@feeducation and marital status are
some of the factors that contribute to women’s guaticipation in social, political and

economic activities which differ in magnitude.

Durnel (2010) conducted a study in Lund University how age groups impact the
female labor force participation rate in Turkey. 1998, the female labor force
participation rate was high at ages between 152d4ndn 2008 however, the labor force

participation rate for this age group was signiiitta lower. It was 17.1 percent at ages

11



between 15 and 19 while in 1988, it was 40.5 pdra&nabout after the age of 24, there
was a dramatic decline, thereafter a smooth deefedlswed. This significant difference
in the last 20 years depended on the reform ofaducsystem (Tansel 2003, p.6). Girls
are staying at school longer and they are keeduocate themselves more than before. At
the ages between 19 and about 35 years, a fluotuigtseen up and down when it comes
to female labor force participation rate in Turk@¥is probably depends on the family
building and also fertility might affect this up dalown fluctuation. It is noted that a
previous fertility analyses had shown that womenTurkey are more fertile at ages
between 20 and 29. The study further indicates wWwhen probably stay away from
labor market when they have small children anchashildren grow they might return to

the market again.

2.4 Marital status and women participation in communty development

Marital status refers to women who are either redtrsingle, widow or divorced. Cakir

(2008) in his study in Lund University observedtttigere is a negative effect of marriage
on female labor participation. In his study in Teyk2006, labor force participation rate
for married female was 23.1 percent; and 78.2 périme married men. After widowed

females, married females have the lowest laborefparticipation rate for this group. It
was noted that married females devoted themselgea aesponsible for household
activities, and; they were less likely to be indalorce. This study further indicated that
unlike the married females, single females haveéhtbkest labor force participation rates

after divorced females. It was 47.8 percent in 1888 34.3 percent in 2006.
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According to Mokate (2004), marital status affeldgel of women’s participation in
community development. In his study conducted itinLAmerica, Asia and Caribbean,
it was established that married women have highatei® imposed on them in regards to
time spent on their households as opposed to uredasnes. He further noted that on
marriage, biological factors such as motherhoodimes barriers to mothers due to lack
of child care centers which would allow women mpeace of mind and independence.
The present situation requires exclusive allegidndbe motherly role forcing women to
stop working for a period or delay career advancen#l this is due to a change in their
marital status. The researcher also observed tivarceéd women undergo serious
financial problems especially in cases where tf@imer husbands do not provide for
children upkeep and school fees. However, the decmwomen sometimes work hard to
become financially independent and educate theitdrem hence contribute to

community development.

Steffy (2008) asserted that women in America tagelaadership roles in women led
community based organizations regardless of thamnited status. The researcher further
explains that many divorced women in America haveleugone federal divorce
procedures and hence have the legal rights to betsaders and members of community
based organization and are part of decision magigesses for development agendas.
The researcher recommends that women should bevesngub politically, economically,

socially for them to be able to participate fulyagommunity development.

Nzomo (1995) contends that the socio-cultural beked myths about role of women in
the society are the major determinants of womesilsire to advance to top positions in

managements. Kombo & Njambi (2011) reported thatrieé women could not attend
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community development meetings due to lack of timmeerburdened gender roles,
restrictions from husbands to attend to projechmilag meetings and lack of economic
empowerment accompanied with strict financial calritly male partners made it difficult
for the women to participate in development. WomeiiKwa-Vonza seem to undergo
through the same issues which are evidenced bgrttadl number of registered women

groups.

2.5 Conceptual framework

The study was based on the premise that women alayucial role in community

development. The study however, hypothesized tletiegree to which women assisted
the community towards this direction are contingepon three independent variables.
These are women level of education, age and mastaius. The conceptualized

relationship between the variables in this studshisw in Figure 2.1

Independent Variable (V) Dependent Variable (DV

Level of education
-Pre-school
-Primary level
-Secondary level
-Graduate level
-Post-graduate level

\4

Women'’s participation in
community development

-Membership

Age -Training

-Over 25 years
-Over 40 years
-Over 60 veal

\4

Marital status
-Married
-Widows
-Single
-Divorcec

Fig 2.1 Link between level of education, age and mastatus and women participation in community

development
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CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1 Research design

The study adopted a descriptive survey researcigrdeaccording to Orodho (2003),
descriptive survey design is a method of collecimfigrmation by using questionnaire
and interviews to a sample of individuals. The aesker collected information of varied
magnitude that is women’s level of education, age marital status. The design was the
most appropriate for it was capable of establishiregrelationship between variables, in
line with objectives outlined in section 1.4.

3.2 Location of the study

The study was conducted in Kwa-Vonza Division inWep Yatta sub-county, Kitui
County. Kwa Vonza is located along the Kitui-Nairdlighway. The area has people
from low and middle class. The main economic at#ésiin the division are small scale
agriculture and livestock production. Most of tloads are poorly maintained and many
households who reside far away from the centersnateserved. The choice of Kwa
Vonza division was motivated by the following factanamely: poverty levels, small

number of self-help groups registered and litetaggls of the population.

3.3 Target population

The target population was 500 women from the 10stexged self-help groups with
membership of 50 per group of Kwa Vonza divisioower Yatta district (Chief office

2012, Kwa Vonza).
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3.4 Sampling and sample size

According to Korathi (2004), a sample is a defirdesign for obtaining a sample from a
given population. There are different types of skmgp designs based on either
unrestricted or restricted sample. According to Bhap (2003), the researcher
formulates a procedure of selecting the subjectsages to be included in the sample
upon deciding on the sample size. Purposive samplias used to select Kwa Vonza
division of Lower Yatta Sub County from which teegistered women groups in the
division were selected to carry out the study. 3&nmmpndom sampling was used to select
10 members from the 9 groups since one group wex inspiloting study to get a sample

size of 90. The sample comprised of 60 literate 2hdliterate respondents.

3.5 Research instruments

The researcher utilized two research tools hamekysfonnaire and Interviews.

3.5.1 Questionnaire

The study used a self-structured questionnaire m@idtared to the students. The
guestionnaire consisted of mainly closed and opetle@ questions. The questions
consisted two sections: Section A solicited datavomen’s age, academic qualification
and marital status. Section B sought informatiorwbether age, marital status and level
of education have negative or positive effect onmen’s participation in community
development. Use of the Questionnaire was the ehafithe researcher because it saves

time and easy to fill. The Questionnaires weredilby the literate women.
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3.5.2 Interviews

The researcher used interviews to collect inforamafirom the illiterate women. This
instrument helped the researcher to obtain accumatk direct information through
cooperation from respondents. Data collected fnot@rviews was recorded manually for

further content analysis.

3.6 Validity and reliability

3.6.1 Validity

Validity is the accuracy and meaningfulness of nefees which are based on the
research results. It is the degree to which residtained from analysis of data actually
represents the phenomenon under study Mugenda)(20@dot study was conducted by
giving the instruments to a self -help group toathen how they were to respond to the
guestionnaire administered which was discussechbyrésearcher with the supervisor.
The findings from the pilot study assisted the aesleer to fine tune the instruments

before the main study.

3.6.2 Reliability

According to Mugenda and Mugenda (2003), reliapilt the degree to which research
instrument yields consistent results or data akpeated trials. The researcher used a
test-retest technique. The instrument was preplayettie approval of the expertise. The
researcher administered the instruments to theonetgmts and the results obtained were
analyzed. The results obtained in the first andsineond administration were the same

and so the instrument was reliable.
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3.7 Data collection procedure

The data collection process involved obtaining téeteof introduction to the self-help
groups from the department of Education Foundatitmsversity of Nairobi and from
the National Council of Science and Technology. Téteer obtained was used by the
researcher to introduce her to the self-help groaps members of provincial
administration. The researcher explained to thpamdents the general purpose of the
study and the interviews were conducted at an dgteee and venue with the

respondents.

3.8 Data analysis

Data collected was processed, coded and analyzéatitdate answering the research
objectives and questions. Data was analyzed ugsatg®cal Package for Social Sciences
(SPSS) software program. The results of the suwene presented using tables, charts,

percentages, frequencies and graphs.

3.9 Ethical consideration

The respondents were asked to provide the releanémimation needed for successful
completion of the study. The respondents were edstinat Information given was
confidential and were asked not to write their naroe that of self help group in the
guestionnaire . The researcher acknowledged otaples work by citing and quoting

the author and hence produced original work.
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CHAPTER FOUR

DATA ANALYSIS, PRESENTATION AND INTERPRETATION

4.1 Background Information

Table 4.1 represents background information om linoad categories of women

population that participated in this study.

Table 4.1 Categories of sampled respondents

Category Frequency Percentage (%)
Literate 60 66.67
llliterate 30 33.33

Total 90 100

As shown in Table 4.1, majority (66.67%) of theemiewed women were literate while
the rest (33.33%) are illiterate. This shows thaté was enough data for consideration in
terms of level of education of the respondents tedresearch was fully inclusive of
women in the sampled community. This also indicatest the uptake of formal
education in the area under study is wanting sihée not past the 50% mark. This

implies that most women still occupy traditionadleat the expense of formal education.
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4.1.1 Age of the respondents

Table 4.2 Age groups of the literate women

Age group (years) Frequency Percentage (%)
25-35 24 40

36-45 24 40

46-55 12 20

Over 55 0 0

Total 60 100

As shown in Table 4.2, all the literate women migwved were above 25 years of age.
40% of those interviewed were between 25 and 3%syehage; a similar percentage
were women between 36 and 45 years old. The myn{2id%) of the women were
between 46 and 55 years of age. None of the regmtsidvas above 55 years of age. This
shows that the most active women population in camity development is between 25
and 45 years of age while another small populdtemnbetween 45 and 55 years of age.
This implies that the respondent who filled in thaestionnaire were mature and

understood the implication of the study. Thosennésved (illiterate women) were not

required to state their age.
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4.1.2 Education levels of respondents

Table 4.3 Education levels of the literate women

Level of education Frequency Percentage (%)
Pre-school 0 0

Primary 12 20
Secondary 30 50
Graduate 18 30
Post-graduate 0 0

Total 60 100

Table 4.3 shows that among those who filled indbestionnaire, none (0%) had pre-
school qualification. This was found to be true éaese Early Childhood Development
Education (ECDE) is a recent programme. Minor9%) had primary school as their
highest education level. (50%) were secondary dclypaduates while 30% were
graduates. This means that majority of the womethénarea under study only take up
their education up to secondary level after whichjanty gets married and become
house wives. This has an impact on their partimpain community development since
they are involved in household duties and also findlifficult to access formal

opportunities for participation in community devehoent.
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4.1.3 Marital status of the literate women

Table 4.4 Marital status of the literate women

Marital status Frequency Percentage (%)
Married 36 60

Widow 6 10

Single 12 20
Divorced 6 10

Total 60 100

As shown in Table 4.4 above, majority (60%) of literate women were married. 10%
were widows, 20% were single while 10% were divdrcEhis indicates that majority of
the sampled population were family women who hapoasibilities to take care of their
children and husbands. The high number of marriech@n participating in community
development shows that marital status has an impadhe level of responsibility and
hence the need to participate in matters relatndevelopment. llliterate respondents
who participated in the study were not asked ttedtaeir marital status for this would
have affected their level of participation. Thissyaegged on the Philosophy that most

women do not expose their marital status in public.
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4.1.4 Sources of income of literate women

Table 4.5: Sources of income

Sources of income Frequency Percentage %
Employed & salaried 24 40
Self employed 6 10
Unemployed 30 50
Total 60 100

Table 4.5 shows that 40% of those who filled in theestionnaire were employed and
salaried. 10% were self employed women while 50%@weemployed. This implies that
majority of the respondents were unemployed. Thesaployed participated in

development by earning salaries and initiating guoty while house wives participated by
joining self help groups. The findings seem to |sgghat unemployment is a major
problem in the region. If this is not addressed, ghins of education are likely not to be
actualized and achievement of vision 2030 will jost remain a dream especially on the

social and economic pillars.
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4.2 Influence of level of education on patrticipatio in community development

Table 4.6 Influence of level of education on commutly development.

Is there a relationship between level of educateomd| Frequency Percentage (%
participation in community development

Yes 36 60

No 24 40

Total 60 100

On whether the level of education has hindered wlmenen from participating in

community development of their area, majority (6084)d yes while 40% said no. This

implies that the level of education has a greduarfce on the level of activeness in

women as far as community development is concerfiedse highly educated have the

ability to conceptualize highly innovative ideagateng to development.

The findings

concur with what was established during interviewth illiterate respondents. This is

what one respondent said, “My failure to particgpat community development has to do

with my education. | wish my parents took me toadli These desperate situations

depict a pathetic situation in the community and thider society and if not well

addressed is likely to lead to social and economstability. Table 4.6 shows the

findings.
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4.3 Influence of age on participation in communitydevelopment

Table 4.7 Influence of age on participation in commnity development

Is there a relationship between age and particpati Frequency Percentage (%
in community development

Yes 6 10

No 54 90

Total 60 100

On whether age has influence on women participattorcommunity development,
majority of the respondents (90%) said no whileyal®% said yes. This indicates that
most of the women participating in community depah@nt do not view age as a
limitation. This can be induced from the fact thiabse actively involved are between
ages 25 to 55 years. Most of these women are d@ithemployment or are involved in
economic activities. They are also able to moveusdo carrying out community
development projects regardless of their age. Allsination of the women are of old
age and this may hinder them from active partiegpatThis agrees with what was found
out during interviews. Majority of the respondeméported that age was just but a
number and were more than willing to participatecommunity development. This
implies that participation in community developmestan essential ingredient of a

society. Table 4.7 shows the findings.
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4.4 Influence of marital status on participation incommunity development

Table 4.8 Influence of marital status on communitydevelopment.

Is there a relationship between marital status
participation in community development

andFrequency

Percentage (%

Yes 18 30
No 42 70
Total 60 100

On whether marital status bars them from particgpain community development,

majority of the respondents (70%) said no while 3%l yes. This implies that majority

of the women patrticipated in community developmaespite their marital status; be it

married, single, divorced or widow. This concursthvivhat was found out during

interviews with illiterate respondents. It was rgpd that most widows were not

financially stable and hence were not able to pigdie in community development.

Further, some married women were denied permidsyaheir husbands and hence were

not able to participate in community developmenivées. The findings seem to suggest

that marital status is not a significant factor influencing women participation in

community development. Table 4.8 shows the findings
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CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1 Summary of the study
The purpose of the study was to investigate fadtdhsencing women’s participation in
community development in Kwa-vonza Division, Lowéatta Sub-County. The area is
known for dry climatic conditions and extensive &ashortage and hence the poverty
levels are high. The research was guided by thewolg study objectives: To determine
whether there is a relationship between the leffeldacation and women'’s participation
in community development; To find out whether thiere relationship between the age
of women and participation in community developmeant to find out whether there is a
relationship between marital status of women andtigi@ation in community

development.

The study utilized questionnaires and interviewsadlect data from a set of women
respondents. Data was collected from women of uargncial classes, ages, education
levels and marital status. The questionnaires wareeloped to address specific
objectives and research questions of the study.dBt@ generated from the study was
analyzed on the basis of research questions arettolgs by use of quantitative and
gualitative questionnaires. Microsoft Excel andtiStieal Package for Social Sciences
(SPSS) were used to analyze the data and resuléspresented using charts and tables.
The findings established that women face a myria@roblems as they participate in
community development. The study recommends thahevoshould be empowered in
order to participate fully in community developmeBmpowerment can be done through

initiatives such as training and financial aid.
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5.2 Summary of the major findings

The following is a summary of the major findingstioé study:

5.2.1 On the extent to which the level of educatianfluences women'’s participation
in community development

It was established that the level of education agnitbie women largely influences their
participation in community development. Most of tkdmen actively engaged in

community development have education level of séapnschool and above. This is
because they have the necessary skills and makewf have access to opportunities to

enable them to contribute positively to communigyelopment.

5.2.2 On the relationship between age of women amparticipation in community
development

It was established that there is a significantti@ship between age of women and
participation community development. Women activelyolved in participation were
found to be of ages between 25 and 55 years. Thwseold were found to have

challenges in participating in community developmen

5.2.3 On the relationship between marital status ahwomen participation in
community development

It was established that there is insignificanttreteship between marital status of women
and participation in community development. A langercentage of the respondents
indicated that their marital status has no infleeran participation in community

development. However, a few women face hindranoe ftheir marital status especially

those with uncooperative husbands.
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5.3 Conclusions

On the strength of the findings, it was concludeat ivomen empowerment is significant
in improving rural life with respect to participati and contributions to the development
of the societyWomen participation in community development remaignificantly low
because of financial constraints, stigma attacbeddrital status and cultural barriers. On
the extent of the influence of age, level of edistaind marital status on participation in
community development the study concludes thatethesriables are powerful in

influencing women participation in community devaioent.

5.4 Recommendations

The study recommended that the government showel@e initiatives aimed at creating
more awareness among women and empowering thencipaie¢ in contribute in
development. It was also recommended that otheanizgtions like non-governmental
organizations and religious institutions shouldvstto give teachings to women in order
to improve lifestyles. These recommendations iflangented will address major factors

influencing women participation in community devaioent.

5.3 Suggestion for further studies
The study raises several possible avenues fordurdgsearch due to its limitations and

conclusions:

The study only covered one sub-county in the lakgéuni County, Kenya. The study
needs to be replicated in other sub-counties 40 get a picture of the general situation

in the whole country. Future studies on participatin community participation should
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examine issues such as income level, religiouiaitin, prejudice which are likely to

enrich the understanding of the complexity of gwue.
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APPENDICES

APPENDIX |
Questionnaire for literate women

Dear respondent,

| am a post graduate student at the University afdbi pursuing a Master of Education
degree in the Department of Educational Foundatibas conducting a research on the

factors influencing women'’s participation in comnityrdevelopment.

You have been selected to participate in this rebe&ll responses will be treated
confidential. You need not to indicate your nametlo@ questionnaire. Thank you in

advance for your cooperation.

Yours sincerely,

Grace.
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Instruction:
Kindly fill this questionnaire by providing a tiqk/) in the boxes provided.
Section A

1. What is your age?

D < 25 years D 26 — 35 years D 36 —45
years
D 46 — 55 years D 55 years >

1. What is your marital status?

[] Single [[] Married [] Widow

|:| Separated / Divorced

2. Which is your highest level of education?
Pre-School level

Primary level

Secondary level

Graduate

Post graduate

00000

3. What do you do for a living?

D Employed & Salaried

[] Self employed
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[] House wife
[] Both employed & Self-employed
[] None of the above

4. What is your monthly income in Kshs?
[] Kshs5,000.00 and below
D Kshs 5,000.00 — Kshs 10,000.00
D Kshs 10,000.00 — Kshs 20,000.00
D Kshs 20,000.00 — Kshs 30,000.00

|:| Above Kshs 30,000.00

5. What is your monthly expenditure?
[C] Above Kshs 5,000.00
|:| Above Kshs 10,000.00

D Above Kshs 20,000.00

6. Do you belong to any self-help women group?

[] ves [C] nNo

What is the name of the group? (optional)

7. Do you have any post in the self-help group?

[] ves [] No
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To what extent?

8. Is it useful to be a member of a self-help group?

[] Yes [] No

9. Do you patrticipate in any community developmenfguts?

] ves ] nNo

If no, explain how

Section B

10.Do you think your level of education has hindereou yfrom participating in
community development of your area?

|:| Yes |:| No

To what extend?

11.Does age have a negative influence on your paaticip?
|:| Yes D No

If yes, explain how?
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12.Does your marital status bar you from participa®ion

1 O

Yes

If yes, explain how?

13.What do you think should be done by the followirge@acies to improve women
participation in community development.
A. Government of Kenya

B. Religious Institutions

Thank You
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APPENDIX I

Interview for illiterate women

Dear respondent,

| am a post graduate student at the Universityafadti, pursuing a Master of Education
Degree in the Department of Educational Foundatibam conducting a research on the

factors influencing women'’s participation in comnityrdevelopment.

You have been selected to participate in this rebe&ll responses will be treated

confidential.

Yours sincerely,

Grace.
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Q. 1. How helpful are self-help groups to you émelcommunity?

Q. 2. a) Are there challenges that you face inroamity development?

b) Please explain

Q.3. a) Is age a challenge that hinders you frpamticipating in community

development?

b) Please explain

Q. 4. a) Is your marital status a hindrance tor yauticipating?

b) Please explain

Q. 5. a) Does your illiteracy affect your partaimn in community development?

b) Please explain
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Q. 6.

a) Do you receive support from any orgaiorato assist members?

b) Please explain

a) What factors do you think influence worseparticipation in community

development?

Q. 8.

ii)

a) What do you think should be done by tllewing agencies to improve

women participation in community development?

Government of Kenya

Religious Organizations

The family

Thank You
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