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DEVFLORMENT IN PRIMARY FDWCATION IN KAJIADO DISTRICT 1963-1975

by
A.B. Gorham

ABSTRACT

This paper traccs the eoxpansion of first level educational facilities
in Kajiado District ( One of the two administrative areas comprising Kenya
Mnaseiland) since Independence. "ith the history of formal education in the
area characterized largely by widespread tiaasai resistance to schooling,
demand for such services has eminated primary from non-Maasai ethnic groups
who traditionally. ha = controlled the major trading centres (Townships) or
engaged in agriculture in the principal high potontial regions around Ngong
and Loitokitok. In these two widely soparated areas relatively dense networks
of well attended primary schools have emxrged ©ntt this in turn has tendcd to
facilitate both educntional administration and supervision in both regions. 1In
the pastoral interior howover ( and despite a substantial increase in first-
level facilities since the mid 19GC 's) the education system remains under-
“rvewcped, v Mast of thr.sc schools terminate at Std.V or below and meny are
virtually ~rv- of f Mrom contact cither with other schools or with District and
Mvisional Education Of fices and perscnncl. Moreover Maasai participation in
these schools is direcily affected by the traditional herding requirements
associaoted witl the prevailling pastor: © cconomy and the inability, thus far .
to link formal education to improved economic conditions in the traditional scctor
has mrant. that most Maasai p-rents refuse to regard educational expenditure in
investment terms.,  Thus while the oxpansion of primary facilities in thn past
drende has been grecte-t in those areas whore educational resistance has been
most pronounced, the majority of these schools have had difficulty in going
beyond the Std.4 Qr ftd.S5 lovel, In Ngong & Loitokitok on the other hand almost
all the schools are full primaries (i.e. Std.?7), enjoying some measure of lacal
support, together with periodic superision from naooxrty Divisional Headquerters.
It ig primarily in thest schools both rural and Township~that the recent sub-
stantial onrollment incroases in the district bave .béen rcgistered.
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Introduction

‘'uch 0~ the discuvssion cancerned with development in Maasai: land
1as centred on the widesnireed reluctance, ot the local (Maasai) population to
iccent or support e“forts dlracted tpwards socio ~ economic changs in the
area, This so-called resist.:nce phenomengn is well known (if less - well
under‘stooﬂ) and is most commaonly seen as a function of' the special demands
inherent in a pastoral ccincmy together with the survivaliin Maasailand of
1 largely unaltered social system whire. traditional modes. of:behavior,

status, and authority continue to be relevant and well deT“ined.1

. "lhereas during the colonigl period the emphasis was clearly on
irducing change via the schoals and key individyals in the Maasai community,
i.e. chiefs, elders, age-set spokesmen etc, more recent policy seems to have
recognized the need for fundamentzl .improvemont: in the traditional economy
as & pre—cendition to any popularn acceptance of’ related economic and social
pronrammes aimed at modernizing !'aasai liTe-—styles. Hence the importance
attached to such major development nrojects es the World Bank - :fi'nancedi_,.
Livestock Development Programme in the area which has sought to in"luence
customary pastoral practices throuch saktensive investment in improved stock
and stocl "acilities while at the same time retaining a linkc with the
'communal' neluiw of traditional tiaasa’ stock {arming through such concopts as

I
Group Ranehing, <

However tihds caiphasis on ecreating viable sconomic conditions.
in laasailand has nat i.ecaill that the provision of complimentary social services
has ‘Béen temporarily shelvad in fave ur of large scale investment in the
traditional economy., MNor have concepts like Group - Ranching reduced the
-argency of hisyoritally important factors such as education in the development
process, On the contpery, tho commitment to reformed’pastoralism has stressed

the importance of the educational 't:c:lrnrmnent'j and, whild there is little

1. See King, K,J. = The Kenya Hagsal and the Protest Phenomenon 1800~
1950 ~ Journal of African History - Vol, 12 19271,

UDP/F.A.0. — KAPUTTEL DRAFT REFORT, IAM, 19 5. This was. hasic, study
“or the Livestock Development Programme. - (GROUP BANCHING), -

ibid pp. 63.
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information available as to whether this opinion is shared by ranch members
themselves, i is clear that the past decade has coinciced with a significant
expansion of the formal school system in both Maasai districts. In Kajiado,
for example present enrollment rates at the primary level are five to six
times what they were at Independence and while this must be seen against the
background of a significant non-Maasai minority resident in the district,
indications are that at the upper level of the primary system both the pro-
portion and performance of Maasai students has been increasing in recent

yeEI“S .

The purpose of this paper is to trace these developments since
Independence and to pointout some of the practical problems.which were
assoclated with primary school expansion during this period. It includes
as well a brief look at the C,P.E. results in Kajiado schools between 1970
and 1975 and in very general terms, indicates the position.of Std, ?

Maasai students in relation to the larger non Maasai group.
KAJIADO DISTRICT

Any consideration of the development of educational facilities
in Kajiado 'must teke irto account the sheer size of the district and its re~
latively un-developed state, Although its boundaries reach to within 25
miles ol Nairobi , Kajiado comprises a vast administrative
area streching from Suswa in the north-west to the Tanzania border, just
opposite Kilimanijaro in the south east, and from the Nairobi - Mombasa highway
in the east, to the.Nguruman Escarpment which forms the district's western
boundary with Narok,

Within this area of over 8,000 so. miles (22,000 sq. km.), transportation
and communications facilities are only poorly developed. The main Nairobi -
Namange Road serves as the district's major supply route with additional access
points through Ngong in the north end Sultan Hamud in the east. For administra-
tive purmmoses the district is composed of three divisions, (a fourth is
in the process of being' formed) which exhibit varying climatic.and ecological

characteristics both internally and in relation to one another.

The most developed division is Ngong in the in the north-west who's
township is almost a suburb of Nairobi and which has closes economic ties with
the country's major market centre. Besides the presence (until r‘ecently)
of Kenya Meat Commission (K.M.C.) slaughter facilities, the area affords
the only opportunity in the district for shipping. cattle direct to Nairobi.

In addition the influence of nearby agricultural peoples and the significant

infiltration and inter-marriage which has ocourred in this area throughout
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this century hus resulted in a substanc.ial degree of cash-cropping which.is
reflected in the numbor of agricultural co-operatives active in the area.
Perhaps most importantly Ngong is the best watered division in the district

and rainfall here tends to be about 20 -~ 25k greater than the districts

14}
average,

The second division is Loitokitok in the extreme south-~east with
divisional headquarters at Loitokitok Town close to the Tanzania border.
Here too infiltration and inter-marriage between Kissongo Maasai and
ncighbouring Chagga has produced some agricultural activity on the Kenyan side
of the border though due to the paucity-of transportation facilities connecting
Loitokitok with the Tanzania Market towns of Arusha and Moshi and more recently,
exchange problems with Tanzania currency, the cash potential of agriculture in
this arca is not as great as in Ngong. Loitokitok is however the major
southorn outlet for Maasai stock from Government auctions at Ilassit, with
Tanzanian buyers the major customers, Traditionally there has also existed
a flourishing illegal cattle trade ( in both directions) in Loitokitok,
particularly in the frequent periods when quarantine restrictions in the
district have brought cattle sales to a virtual standstill. Together, Ngong
and Loitokitok Divisions comprise roughly 307, of the total land area of the
district and, in 1909, these two areas contained just over half of the total
district population of 05,000,

The area from Magadi in the Vlest up to but not including Amboseli
in the south-east and all of the territory north of Lerkisim to the Kitengela
Rivor is included in Central Division., District and divisional headquarters.
is at Kajlado Town which is the only centre in.the division of any size (F’op.
est.2,000). The northern part of the division, i.c. north of Kajiado Town, is
composed of two extensive plains: the 1~ putizi,which covers the area both east
and wost of the Nairobi - Nampanga Road and stretches down to the border of
Loitokitok in the south—east, and the Athi Plans in the north-west corner of
the division bordering on Ngong. Both of these plains together with almost all
of the remainder of the division except the extreme west, are the traditional
pastoral areas of seven of the nine major Moasai sections or sub-tribes resident

in the district.™ It 4is in Central Division -

a, The period 1972-70 has becn exceptiomal in Eastern kaasailand and in much
of Central Division average rainfall has been less than 14" per year during this
period, See Kajiado Annual Reports 1972-75-Appendices for rainfall statistics

in the District,

S5, finistry of Finance and Economic Planning, Kenya Population Census,
1979, Vol.1l pp. 53.
G, ’ The nine major Maasai sections resedents in the District are: Keekonyokie,

Purlco, II Damat, Dalalakutalx (Kangere), kaputiei, IT Kissingo, Matapato, Loodokilani.
Sighirari,
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the pastoral heartlands of Kajiado - that annual rainfall tends to be lowest
and, because o° the Division’s size (about 70% of the total district area) the
distribution most erratic,

Primary Schools in Kajiado District -~ 1963

At the end of 1963 the total number of Govermnment aided schools in
the district was 22, and the total estimated enrollment was just under 3,000,
which corresponded to approximately 15 of the eligible age group 7-15 years
old.? Of these 22 schools, 13 provided instruction only up to Std., IV (Lower
Primary), while 9 schools were of Std, V level or higher (Intermediate).*
There was no secondary education in the district at this time and the nearest
secondary school which catered to Maasai students was in Narok, the neighbouring
Maasai district immediately to the west of Kajiado,

In terms of Divisional distribution, nine of the twenty-two schools
(41‘/.~) were located in Ngong Division including six of the nine existing Upper
Primary or Intermediate schools. A further six schools (27') were in Loitokitok
Division and the remaining seven (32‘}’9) in Central Division -~ three of which

were concentrated within the confines of Kajiado Township.

To get a better idea of the proximity of these facilities to the
nine Maasai sectiorsor sub-tribes they were meant to serve, the 22 primaries
are related to the various locations which existed as administrative units
below the Divisional level in 1963 (FIG.I).

DISTRIBUTION OF FRIMARY (INTERMEDIATE)
SCHOOLS BY LOCATION, DIVISION AND LEVEL
KAJIADO - 1963

LOCATION DIVIGSION SCHOOLS
P 1 ;
LIKISSONGO LOITOKITOK 5 1
KAPUTTEL CENTRAL 2 0
DALALAKUTOK CENTRAL 0
ILDAMAT CENTRAL 0 0
PLRKO CENTRAL 0 0

(Cont.)

Until 1966 first level schooling in Kajiado comprised 8 years Std, I -
IV Primary and Std, V to VII Intermediate.

7. This can only be a rough approximation as there is no breakdown given
for the enumerated age—-group 0-15 in the 1962 Census. Op.cit. pp. 101,
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(FTG. I CONTINUED)
LOCATION DIVISION SCHOOL
— p ———
SIGHIRARI CENTRAL 1
NATAPATO CENVRAL 0
NGONG NGONG 1
KEEKONYOKIE NGONG 1
LODDOKILANI NGONG 0
TOWNSHIFS
KAJIADO CENTRAL
NGONG NGONG
MAGADT NGONG

Here however, it must be remembered that while individual locations in 1963 were
named after the major Maasai sections in the district,* the former do not
always correspond exactly to the traditional territory of each section (or
sub, tribe). Nor do the locations rewresent hard and fast boundaries with

regard to internal distriet migration.,

From this chart it can be seen that certain Locations such as
Dalalakutok, Ildamat and vcodekilani had no rural education facilities at
all in 1963, However, two of these - II Damat and Loodokilani - were in
close proximity to the two townships of Kajiado and Magadi in which there were
a total of five schoclis, two of which were Intermediate and two which pro-

vided brarding facilities.

Ngong location on the other hand had three Intermediate and two
Lower Primary schools plus an additional two Intermediate schools in the township.
Ngong was however, the one location in the district where no single Maasai
section prodominated and according to the 1962 population census the total
number of Maasai in this location were outnumbered more than two to one by
non-Maasai ethnic and other racial groups.B In the township itself this,
situation was even more pronounced.and of a total population numbering 1,500
less than 300 of these were Maasai. This applied as well to the other two
township centresin the district, Kajiado and Magadi, and from a total 'urban

population of some 6,363 only 510 were Maasai.” It was in these centres that

*, with the.exception of Ngong location.
a, ibid.Vol. III pp, 170-174.
9. ibid.
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a third of the educational facilities of the district were located in 1963
and almost half of the schools above Std. IV,

An additional features of educaticnal facilities in Ngong at this
time was the tightly concentrated. zattern which the schools formed.- With the
exception of the Keekonyodiie schcal at Fwaso Kedoryg, no school in this part
of the district wes more tivin 10 miles from Divisional headguarters in Ngong
Town and no school was more than 7 miles away from another school. Incontrast,
while 3 of the 7 schools in Central Division were Jocated within Kajiado
Township, the remaining 4 stretched from Isenya in the north to.Meto on the
Tanzania border in the south, & distance of more than 100 miles, and there
was virtually no contact between individuai rural schools in this area or

between the schools and the D.E.O,'s office in Kajiado,

Finally, although it would appear as if schools in Ilkissongo
location exhibited many of the scme features, distribution-wise, as Ngong,
four of the six existing schools in 19563 had only been cpened the previous
year whereas Loitckitck school itgelf had first been established in. the early
1930's and was one of the earliest Government schsols in Maasailand, Thus -in
1963 this area of the district wzs, educaticnally, still comparable to Central
Division and both largely reflcoted. the ratterin of education which had been

set up in the early cnloniel poiriod.

Clee.~ly then, in 1963, *he mijnirity of Kajiado District schools were
located either in areas wiherz th=re were very Tew Moasail at all (i.e. Township, )
or in those rural parts o/ iihe distyict were Mazcail were well outnumbered by
other ethnic grocups. Those fow sohrcls 'n tha pastoral regions, primarily of
Central and northern. Loitckicok Divisions, were cither only recently opened
(Lenkisim and Enkijape) and hercc still only Std., I schools, or.they were
located so far away from District hnadguarters thet supervision, fee collection,
recruitment of pupils, payment of teachers salaries and all of the routine
administration connected with thn ~ner=l70on cf the schools was m ade extremely
difficult, It must he remembered that in 1963 there were no hard-surfaced -
roads in the.district and cranspcritation facilities for Government staff wersg
at a premium, Nor was it certain that when schools were visited they would
be functioning or that the families of pupils were still in the area. As
yet boarding facilities, long felt to be a necessary prerequisite to the
effective promotion of Maasai education, were confined mainly to Kajiado

and Ngong Townships where such luxuries were much scught after by the parents

1
of Non-Maasai children. ™~ The only rural primary boarding school at this time

10. In 1953 there were no extra fees charged for primary boarding
facilities,
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was at Bissel, 20 milss routh of Kajiado.

Primary Scheol inm Undeir the County, Scuincil .- 1564-1970,

Prior to Independcnce in 1983 respensibility for education in Kenya
had rested with the fiegicnal Educeatisa Buards, which had been set up at the
Provincial level in < Lo o The Colonial Educaticn Department, At the
district level a similar function was performed by the District Education
Boards (D, EaBQ's) with the District Commissioner acting as chairman and the

District Education Officer as secretary.

From 1964 tiils responsibility passed to the elected County Councils
and while the Educaticn FTaids cointinued to exist during the period of the
Majimbo constitirtion in Kenya (1954--6G), effective control at the district
level was exercised by the Distract Education Committee which was the County
Councils pqulvelunt to tihe B.E.B, excep. that instead of the District Commissioner
as chairman thiy rele was villed by ¢ niminated Sounty Councillor., The former
D.E.0., - nz¥ rocancmed the Gounly Ecucaticn Officer ~ continued to act as

secretary 4o the Cemmiteea,

This owiton to Cru ity Couincil control implied several things for

future educatioral devzaicosent in Kajiadi, As elected cfficials, county

councillors hod & . ver: ai’ - 27752l role to play and through the Education
Copmittee the otil moez o 20o=r & ¢ 1T was prepared to acopt a much
stricter liie tirs. _oo - aczmo0 rogardiig euch pacsistent problems in
Maasal educat on €3 o0 cel? Sanes t ond the chronic under enrollment which made

running many loc.” -~"-oclena vatv un-sonociiical proposition,

Secorraly, HEdeme aon wis not che. only resposibility transferred to
tha County Counr?1 folirwing Independoncz, They had az well assumed control
over g wide range of l1.:4]) servicer Inaiuding medical facilities, district
roads, markets, s~ciit scovices and lc2al staff employed in these fields,
which meant that, amaiy cthor thlrgs, tzachers” salariss were paid by the
Council, * Ferhaps move im_crtantly this vesiing of extensive local authority
in the Country Councils fmplied that the main responsibility for development
at the district level vould lay with the Council and would, in turn, be
closcly related tn tie cbil*ty o the district 0 finance such efforts, It
was no coinciuence thot cne of the Tirst declarations of the Olkejiado
(Kajiado) Count, Council on essuming control of educaticn was a call for

greater selfhelp mc-asusscs in this Ficld.19

11. Minutes of Diztrie: ccucicic Oomeittee Meeting 12 Feb, 1965,
Olkejiado County Coun-dil, File K/100/.:1., I D.E.G. Kajiado pp. 3.

12, Ibid. pp. 4.
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Yet during the first two years of County Council control therc was
1ittle noticible change in the education picture in Kajiado, While reported
enrollments reached 4,000 by 1965,13 only three new schools had been opened
and expansion.consisted mainly of up grading existing schools to the upper
primary level, Four schools progressed to Std. V during this period and
this was largely in anticipation of the.opening of secondary school facilities
in the district at Kajiado Town in 1965, Until this time there were no such
facilities in the district and this must be considered as one of the major
reasons why so few schools were above the Std, IV level in 1963, There had
been little incentive either from the District Education Board or at the local
level to invest in educational ‘facilities above this level when it was
recognized that the great majority of primary school leavers had little chance
of going on to secondary school. Although the Council was latter to institute
a bursary system which enabled some Maasai students to continue their education
outside the district in the late 1960's, no such programme had existed. prior

to the establishment of secondary school facilities in Kajiado itself, 14

Besides the establishment of the districts first secondary school,
1965 witnessed the first major structural change to Kenyan * . ... education
since the report of the Beecher Commission some 15 years earlier. The two-
ticrid primary system was exchanged for a straight seven-year programme
and standard eight was dropped. While this resulted in some initial confussion
in Kajiado and it was not untill the end of the following year that conversion
in the district was completed, the move was generally welcomed as a ration-
alizing measure in view of the conditions then applying in schools in the
district, It also had the added benifit of significantly raising the K.P,E.
statistics and the number of candidates increased From 246 in 1964 to 644

in 196615

This immediate post Independence period was also one of administrative
change in education in the district as the Council proceeded to take over
responsibility for mission-run schools and the several non-African primaries
which had existed in the Townshipg. While the former had themselves been
the recipients of financial aid from the earlier D.E.B.'s, one of their
major contributions to district education had been the provision of teaching

and administrative staff. In line with the new Government's Africanization

13, . Olkejiado County Council, Annual Education Report 1965 File Gen/32/4
PP. 2. : _ ,
14, Recent bursaries to Maasai students stand at 30,000/= Annually-

AIEIO. Kajiado, 3 Jan, 1977l

. Olkejiado County Council, An:.wal Education's Report 1966, File Gen/
32/a/6 pn. 3.
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qoals many of these people in the mid 1950's bhegan to make way for their Kenyan
replacements.  Though the sponsorship of schools in the district by such
organizations as the African Inland Church (A.I.C.) and the Christian Council
of Fast Africa (C_'C; E, A,,) would continue, the chief.responsibility for eguiping

and staffing these school now passed to the Council.

Between 1965 and 1968 both rtnrollments and. facilities began to
expand rapidly in the district.. From under 3,000 pupils at the end of 1964
this total had raisen to over 5,000 in,1968,16 and despitethe slow progress
in establishing new schools up to 1965, 12 primaries were opened in the next
3 year‘:—:.]"7 All but one of these schools (A«IL.LOITOKITOK) were set up in. -
the rural areas of the district, and it was soon evident that the Council,
having called for greater self-help efforts in education, was having difficulty
financing these projects when they became responsible for the recurrent costs
involved, Since 1964 the teaching staff had nearly dc:uble]'H and.in 1968
alone a revision of' teacher salaries entailed an increase of 120,800/=.
On top of this the extension of primary boardinc facilities to the Mashuuru
school inKaputiei in 1965-1966G was proving to be an expensive business and
following the imposition of small equipment and activity fees on students
two years earlier, the council now proposed to institutc a primary boarding
fer of 260/= per year above normal tuition Char‘ﬁBS.?S As a complimentary
mrasure the Council also decided to tirhten up its control of school fee
collection in 1968 - something which it had done successfully two years earlier,
This time however the immediate result was a 20 drop in attendance during
the year — @ fiqure which closely corresponded with the estimated Maasai
enrgllment in the districts primaries at the time?-I . and whereas in 1966
collegtion efforts resulted in returns which excceded the estimates by some
10',/‘22, the expected revenue from school fees in 19&2.was only achieved hy
recovering fees which had been in arrears since 1967, In many ways 1966 and

1968 were comparable years in Kajiado and by Maasai standards both resulted

16. Kajiado District Annual. Report, 1968, pp. 29.

17, ibid.

18, From 112 to 194 ibid.

19. Olkejindo Country Council, Annual Education  Report 1968, File
Gen/32/4/8/pp. 5.

20. Kajiado District Annual Report, 1938 pp. 30,

21, ibidi. pp. 28,

22, The total amount collected was £8,16% which exceeded the estimates’

by £650 - Olkeiiado County Council, Annual Education’ Report, 1956, Op.cit.
pp. 3.
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in adecuate rainfall and sufficient grazing. In one important respect however
they differed: in 1960 all of Loitokitok Division was under a strict Govern-
~ont quaraptine for nine month.and during this period cattle sales were at

a virtual standstill, In Central Division similar restr{ctions applied for
a five month period and by the end oV the year total cattle sales from these

two parts of the district were down QO"/ from 19G7,

This practical connection between education and the pastoral economy
is a recurring theme in Maasailand and yet unfortunately it is one that
often tends to get lost in the discussion of institutional reluctances associatad
with Maasail attitudes and customs, - Quarantines are of course nothing new
in Maasailand and it was recoanized well over 40 years ago that their imposition
in a district like Kajiado affects much more than just the livestock economv.Qa
Indeed it could probably be argued historically that cattle disease and the
resultant restrictions have been the sjingle greatest impediment to development
in the area and while it is not meant to maintain here that these were un-
necessary measures, it is claimed that the much touted institutional reluctance
of the Maasai to education was relatively insignificant in periods when the
prohibition of stock sales co-incided with the determination of the Council

to bring in fees at any cost.

Closely related to the availability of cesh in the traditional
sector at this time was also the timing and the means wherreby such funds were
collected for educational purposes, Having to range perhaps 150 miles to
reach an isolated school, fee collectors from District Headouarters were not

always on the spot when money was available in different areas:

"There are timps when. “the moncy is there but due to the long
distances involved the collectors were not there in time to get
.o 425

1t.ll

or this comment from the same report:

"Some headmasters complain that childrcn are given fee receipts

for classes they are not supposed to be in which makes it hard for the head-

master to keep an accurate" record.26

23, Kajiado District Annual Report, 1968, pp. 24,

24, See for example the remarks of the District Commissiorer, Kajiado,
cor]t.:erning the effects of Quarantine on the wider taasai Community in 1931-"
Kajiado Annual Report, 1931, Kenya National Archives, pp. 1.

25, Kajiado District Annual Report, Education, 1971 File Gen/32/4/1a
po. 3. . .

26, ibid, pp. 4.
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With different fee rates applying to different levels of the primary
systoem one can only speculate on the motives behind this practice but it would
appear clear, at any rate, that a combination of factors - including local
cconomic conditions and administrative shortcomings—were responsible for what
was referred to@s the 'visious circle of school fees revenue and low enrollment

27 The foct that school fees in Kajiado were among the

in Maasai schools’',
lowest in the country really didn't alter the situation for, as the County
Education Officer himself noted, "The parents ability to pay school fees is
always unstable and in times of guarantine many people in the district suffer

financial difficulties®,<0 : B

As for the administrative problems attached to schooling in Kajiado
these stemmed largely from the lack of adequate educational staff attached
to District and Divisional Headquarters, During the County Council period
and up until the middle of 1970 there was no education office either at
Ngong . or Loitokitok and besides the D.E.0. in Kajiado Town there was only ore
Asslstunt Education DFFicer'.29 Out a total of 39 Districts in the country only
two, Garissa and Mandera in the remotce North-Eastern Province, had fewer
educational administrative personnel’ than Kajiado.ao .In appealing for

increasad assistance in 1968 the C.E.0., Mulani stated:

"The lack of educational administrative staff in this district
militates agalnst tho declared equalization principal of providing

oducational services to this distr'ict."31

1969 was the final year of County Council control over schooling
in the district and by this time the number of primaries had almost doubled
since 1963 from 22 to 40, while cnrollment approached 7,000.32 As the
chart (FIG II) below shows, the major beneficiaries of this expension of
facilities were the rural locations and particularly those in Central Division

where the original 4 schools in 1963 had increased to 13,

27. Kajiado District Annual Report, 1968, pp. 29.

28. ibid,

29, ibid. pp. 28.

30, " Ministry of Education, Primary Section, Vol., I 1970 Appendices, no
page no,

31. See Mulani, P.K. (C,E.0.) to Provincial Education Officers, Rift

Valley Province, 2 Jan, 1969 in C.E.0.°'s Daily Letter File 12, Kajiado pp. 1.

32, Kajiado District Annual Report 1969 pp. 34.
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e BTR OF . SAT” PRITARY 50HO0LS BY LOC. TION, DIVISION AND
LEVEL KAJIADO DISTRICT — 1969
FIG. IT . SCHOOLS
LOCATION DIVISION STD. I-IV STD,V-VII
LOKISSONGO LOITOKITOK a 3
o DISTRIBUTION

KAPUTET . a 2 oF
DALALAKUTOK 1 1 * MAASAT FRIMARY
LIDAMAT CENTRAL o SCHOOLS BY
PLAKO 1 LOCATION, DIVISION
SIGHIRARI 2 AND
MATAPATU 2 LEVEL
NGONG 6 a4’ KAJTADO DISTRICT
KEEKONYOKIE NGONG 1 1969
LOODOKILANI 2
o
TO"MSHIFS
KAJTADO 3
NGONG 1
MAGADT ‘ 1
LOITOKITOK 2

Looking at the. brealkd own of enrollment by sex and standard it is
seen that by 1969 substantial numbers of girls werc in the district's primary
schools with first year.female cenrollment slightly more than two-thirds of

that for boys, declining to a ratio of about 1 : 2 in standard ?
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ENAOLLMENT TN KAJTADO FRIMARY SCHOOLS BY SEX & LEVEL, 1968 - 69

Standard 1968 ) 19869
Boys Girls Girls

I 752 + - 493 .1 8es? 606

“IT 647 aa1 741 396
JITI - -—608 Craaz T T B3 a6

v 547 ...... 283 e i BBA e 3RETT
v 197 228 a71 249
VI 442 . . 201 T 494 -
VII 382 182 426 211
TOTAL 4,833 2,172 4,242 2,406 « wn s

SOWRCE ~

EDUCATION ANNUAL REPORTS KAJIADO DISTRICT- 1968 - 1969,

Comparing the figures for 19G8 and 1969 (and making no allowance for
r-epeaters) it is seem that already by standard II, 20% of the girls who began
the previous year have disappeared while for boys the critical year seems to
be between standard IV and standard V, Except for these two ‘points the rate
of attrition was.only slightly higher for girls than it was for boys in this

two year perioc’,” = ) I, e e

In view of the very short history of female education in Maasailand
the fact that by 19G9 almost AO0pof total enrollments.were girls must be seen
as a definite achievement., However at the same time it must be assumed that
the great majority of these girls were not Maasai and a brief look at female

recruitment in the.district during-the 1960's should support this.

As recently .as 1956 there-were only 58 maasai girls in Kajiado's
five primary sc:hcalls.a:j Under an agreement reached between Maasai chiefs
and Colonial Educational Authoritiecs during the: Emergency it had been decided
that Maasai girls would be recruited on a 1:3 ratio with boys.34 But things
had not proceeded as rapidly in Kajiado as they did in neighbouring Narok,
mainly it was felt, because of the lack of girls boarding facilities in the
district. Under a certain amount of pressure from District authorities the
African Inland Mission (A.I.M,) was persuaded to establish girls boerding
facilities in Kajiado Township in 1959 and until 1967 when a second A.I.M.
(A.I.C.) girls boarding school was opened at Rombo in Loitokitol A.I.M, Kajiado

remaincd the only such institution specifically for girls in the district.

a3, Kajiado District Annual Report, 1955, Kenya National Archives pp. 17.

34, Narok District Annual Report 1S54, Kenya National Archives, pp. 18.
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Yet while the A.L.}'. Tacilities were designed especially to cater
for Maasai girls, no attempt was macde to discourage enrollment irom other
-uarters_and since the schpol was leccoted within,the township it proved a great

attraction to many non-Maasai parents resident in:the area,

Instead, the A,I.h, KHeadmistress, Elgim, relisd upon the D.C to
ut pressure on Maasai chiefs {0:supply regruits for-the school and to present
her in advance with a list .of .the .quota-girls names. . A look at some of the
corrgspongence which. oirculated betwean Elgin, -the District Commissioner and
the County Council Secrctary during the 1960's illustrdtes some of the difficulties

which the promotion of Maasai female education encountered during this period.

In November 1962 the D,C. received a letter from the Headmistress
camplaining that 24 Macsai rirls.had left the school and not returned and IT ™"
others feared that when they went back.to their homes during the' school break
(DF_D)_ they wouyld be circumicized.and not allowed to rsturn. She urged
the.D,C., to have the 24 girls returngd o the school and to oxtract a promise
from the chief.concerned npt to have- the other IT. circumicized or taken out
of sc:hool.:: . A year later a similar appeal.weas. received by the Secretary
of the Kajiado County. Council which was preparing to téke over responsibility

for education in the .district, + - . .. .. - - . . y

"All 14 of our Keekonyokie girls Have gonr, 9 of the Kaputiei, 6
of the Loodokilani, 5 Kangere (Dalalakutdk ), 4 Matapato and 1
- Purkn, TFhat 'is & total of 49 qirls who have been at the

school for a couple of years hut have just dropped out"

But drop-outs were only half' of the problem, From the mid-1960's
on,.the school found it 'increasingly difficult to get any Maasai girls into
Std, 1 at ally In enclosing the school's attentance record to the County
Education Officer in March 1964 Miss Elgin noted that none of the 19 children
in.8td, 1 were Maasal conscripted children, as the chiefs had not brought any
in.37 In 1966 of 36 girls an the Quota list only 7 names had Eeen received

by the Headmistress when school began. in Januar'yse., mnd again in 1969 there
t

were no Maasai children to fill vacancies. at the school.39 SRR e
3s, A.I.M, Kajiado (Elgin) to D.C, K’dJladD 4 Nov, 1962 in File no,
Sch/15 D.E.O0, Kajiado, e e
36, - Elgin to secretary, Olkejiado County Council, 7° Oct., 1963 1n ‘File,
no. Sch/15 C.E.O, Kaglado.
37, Elgin to Cpunty Educata_om Officers, Kaglado l”? Mar'ch 1964 File el
no, SCh[lS C E.0. Kajlado_’ . ) . -3 oyt e Crpeen g

. ot e w Tt e -\ '

. » ) TSI o . d -
38, AcT.M, KaJladD £6 C.E. o 'Kajiado 11 Jan, 1965 File ro. Sch/15/12l,...
County Educatlo folce KaJlado t : . :
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In March 1969 the D,C, Kajiado sent the following letter to the

Keekonyokie chief Ole Lemoiko:?

'The headmistress of A.I.M,.Kajiado has reported to me that there

are no children to fill Std, 1 vacancies .. 1 therefore urge you to
take your personal initiative in seeing that at least ten (10)
puptls from your section are sent to the Headmistress for emrdllment,

Please act now,

This letter went to Ngong and five other identical appeals were
forwarded to the respective chiefs in Kaputiei, Dalalekutak, Marapatg °
Loodokilani and TILDAMAT in short to all areas of the district with the exception
of Loitokitok, (which after 1967 did its own recruiting). But with no legal re-
course  whereby compalsary primary education could be enforced, chiefs were
reluctant to /Dresihe issue of female education: It was one thing to recruit
Maasal boys to the local day primaries but is was guite another to expect parents
to send a 10 year old girl perhaps a hundred miles or more to A,I.M. Kajiado
where during the mid 1960's the school aperated in very uncertain financial
conditions.41 It must be remembered as well that orne of the strongest
objections to girls education in Narok in the early 1950's was precisly the
fear that allowing them to attend schools in the Township areas would bring
them into contact with alien and corrupting influence - most notably pro-

stitution.a?

v In addition there were strong traditional reasons which.militated
against sending girls to school or allowing them to remain there, Maasai
custom continues to be that following female circumcision usually at about the
age of I girls go directly to their husbands and this is probably one
of the major reasons why most girls who do start school seldom go beyond

standard III or IV,

Finally it must be stated that in a district like Kajiado, Maasai
women stand much less of a chance of making it outside the so-called tradi-
tional sector than do women from many other ethnic groups, While increasingly

there is a real element of choice for Maasai men in the selection of a

40, . --.0«C, Kajiado District to Chief Mwero ole Lemoiko, 6 March 19639, File -
Sch/15 C.E.0. Kajiado, : .o

al, For example, the sudden decision in mid April 1964 to close the school
until the financial situation between the District Education Board and the’
District Education Committee was resolved re: Grants in aid to the school,
See A.I.M. (Kenya Field) to Maasal Store Kajiado 15 April 1964 File Sch/15
C.E.0, :Kajiado. - :

a2, See Narok Annual Report 1953, Kenya National Archives, pp. 53.
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1i7e-style, the customary role of women in hiaasai society remains well-
defined and highly circumscribed, Such limitations are underlined by the

fact that unlike the case with { aasai men, women only rarély marry into other
non-maasail ethnic groups and as such their future-is directly dependent on the

reservation of accepted female roles as gsct down by Maasail society,

T us it is doubtful if more than a handful of the 369 boarder &t
A.I.C. Kajiado and the Std. IT Girls schools at Rombo (Loitokitok)™ were
in 1969 actually kMaasai, In terms of overall female enrollment in the district
these two schools accounted for about 16% of the total and in view of the
constraints associated with enrolling Maasai girls in bnarding schools and
keeping them there it seems highly. unlikely that the day primaries were any
more successful in improving the proportion of Maasai girls in the rural schools

where the official recruitment policy for girls largely did not apply.

Central Government Control of Education 1970

It was not without a certain amount of relief that in January 1970
the County.Council handed control of Education in the district over to Central
Government, While in many districts the transfer of responsibility for
schooling, together with that for Roads, Mrdical facilities and Personal
Income Tax (G.P.T.) resulted in greatly reduced fimance for Local Authorities
this was not the case in Kajiado. Revenue from-the newly enlarged Amboseli
Game Park more than off-set reduced grants from Central Govermnment and as
we have seen, fee defaulting and the maaurr\‘é:iﬁr‘]irr%rr)qelgogrfdf#gCthgfff{fggt

cducational costs.as teachers salaries/ had constituted on incrrasing drain on

council financies,

Moreover towards the end of the 1960's attention in the district came
to he focused more and more on the emerviny Group Rancing Scheme in Kaputiei.
By 1970 the first large-scale loans from the Agricultural Finance Corporation
were bepinning to be disbursed to the Ranches and the Council became

increasingly involved in problems releted to land adjudication and the grantin

]

of title deeds and the provision of increased stock facilities in the area,

But while the transfer from Local to Central resporisibility for
education was welcomed, it was not immediately clear just what this change

entailed, The council relinguished control in January 1970 but it

43, Kajiado District Annual Report 1969 pp, 36,

a4, Kajiado District Annual Report 1970 pp. 25 — The first two loans
from A.F,C. totalled 1,5 million shs,
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wasn't until June of 1971 that the relevant Education Ammendment Act was
passed by Purliament,45 and the inaugural mecting of the re—constiﬁutéd.

District Education Board did sot take place until Sept, 1972,

" Tnthe interim

there was.some confusion as to how the financing of recurrent and capital
fxpenditure was to be divided between Central. Govermment and the Council, The
latter were no longer responsible for fee collections ~ that had-alregdy been
taken over by Govermment staff from the D.E.C,'s Office in early 1970.

Nor were teachers salaries any longer paid by the Council as a new.organization,
the Teachers Servicr Commission, (EST. in mid 196’7), had assumed this function
with effect from Jan 1970, However when it came to mnintancnea /exdsting
facilities, construction of teacher housing and the supply of equipment to
the st;hools, therc.were no guidelines laid down either in the Act or by the
Fducation Ministry, Public opinion in the district, however, tended to
assume that all financing would - -be dene-hy-the-latter and in the absence of
any clear cut directives. the Education Office in Kajiado could only refer

problems, in 1971 and 72, to an as yet non-existant D.E.B. One minor example;

"There are @ number of schools in this district without desks,
Parents in these schools still expect this office to provide desks
and other furniture, Here again is another problem for the D.E.B.

to solva, nd?

One arra where Government tak ~—over resulted in a fairly rapid
improvement however was in the provision of E:ducational Administrative personnel
in the District. Within an eighteen month period from the middle of 1970 to
the eond of 1971 Kajiado received 2 Publis Schnol Incpeoctors, two additional
A.E.0.'s and Education Offices wore opened and both Ngong and Loitokitok,

With 40 schools to run in 1970 and 8 new ones proposed for the following year
these staff increases succeeded in bringing Kajiado up to the level of other
comparable districts in the Province such as leikipia with. 41 schools

(2 ALE.0.'s, 1Scierl Inc oet-r) and Narok with 46 schools, (3 A.E.0.'s 1

Schoal Inspocior ),

When the District Education Board finally convened in Sept, 1972

it faced a number of immediate problems. The extended drought which had

a5, Governmeznt of Kenya, Ecucation Ammendment Act no. 17, 1971 Kenya
National Archives .

a6, "Inaugal Meeting, *District Education Board Kajiado District Sept,

21, 1972. D.E.Q, Kajiado, , v . . )

a7, Kajiado District Annual Report - Education 1971 pp. 10, -~ =

a3, ibid., pp. 8.

a9, - Ministry of Education, Primary Education Section Ctatistics, Nairobi,

1971.
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begun in June of 1970 was only temporarily relieved by the long rains of 1971
and excent for limited areas around Ngong and Loitolkitok no part of the
district received mor.: than 14" of rainfall in 19'72.50 .This situation had
its usual effect on school fees and whereas slightly over half of the Districts
tuitions revenue was collected in 1971 less than 20~ of the feps from the
six boarding schools was socur*ed.51 With boarding costs running at over
500,000/= in 197?5“ the D.,E,B, had little alternative but to officially
sanction a per/pupil boarding subsidy of 490/= annually while retaining a
180/= 7ee with a 10' remission designed for the most needy cases.sa. This
marked something of a departure from the carlicr Country Council policy which
had sought, as far as possible, to cover boarding costs with fees alone and
it was an indication that the Govermment was now concerned with expanding
boarding school facilities in the area primarily on enrollment grounds, As
the preceeding three yecars had shown, boarding schools were relatively less
affected by the prevailing climatic conditions than rural day primaries:and
cnrollment had increased steadily in the former from 830 in 19692 to over
1,260 in 1972,

A second proslem faced by “the'Board at its inaugural meeting was
pressure from the Teachers Union to provide adeguato housing for their members,
Since 1970 the guestion of responsibility in this field had not becn resolved
and during this threc year period the number of primary schools in . the district
had increased by 13 and the teaching staff ha:d ‘gone up by 30%,55 When the
Union represcntative at the DLE.B. méétng} proposcd that a Housing Committee
be appointed to 'review plan and implement housing programmes for all the
primary schools within the juristiction of the Board!, the latter side- .
steppned the issue claiming that ‘housing was a problem in all rural areas.56
Similarly when the guestion of a Remote Area Allowance for district tcachers
was brought up by the union, the Board felt that this’ could not bec contemplated,
suggesting instead that the matter be taken un with-the teachers employer, the
Teachers! Service Commission (T.S.C.) In a later meeting when this question
was again raised by the union, the Board ruled that because the district

contained'urban pockats! it did not oualify for such an allowance, 57

50, Kajiado District Annual Reports 1970 — 72, pp. 25, 16 and 14 respectively
51, Kajiado District Annual Aeport - Education.1971, pp. S.

52, Kajiado District Annual- Report 1972 pp,- 47:

53, Ministers of D.E.B. Meeting, Kajiado 21 Sept, 1972 Min, 4/72,

54, Kajiado District Annual Report 1969 pp, 36 and, Kajiado District

Annual Report, 1972 np, 45,7 ° °

35, Kajiado District Annual Reports 197Q pp., 48 -and 1972 pp. 4048,

The. increase was from 277 in 1970 to 359 in 1972,

36, D.E.E, Meeting Sept. 21, 1972 op.cit, Min, 13/72,

57, ibid, Min, 14/72,
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These beginnings of confrontation between the Kenya Natiomal Union
of Teachers (KNUT) and the D.E.B. had thzir origin in the late 1960's when
the organization emorged as a vociferous — if not to say militant - spokesman
of teachers rights.in the district. Particularly with regard to the prompt
monthly payment of teachers salaries the Union put continued pressure on both
the County Council and the Oistrict Education -Officer to ensure that all
teachers received their pay on time, - Under prevailing conditions in most of
Kajiado this was virtually impossible as the absence of Banks precluded payment
by chegue, This reguired that all teachers either turn up at the District
Fducation Office on the last day of the month, or that District and Divisional
administrative staflf personally deliver salaries to each and every school,
An attempt had been made to operate a Mobil Bank in the area but this had guickly
been discontinued for security reasons and there appeared to be no other
feasible alternative, This issue became such a heated one between KNUT and
the authorities that at one point the union threatened to call out it's members

on strike if prompt payments were not receiveds:

"I{ no oayments are received the Union will call all teachers in the
District on Protest” ... "Do not take tnie ~= - “iwsai. No salary payment on

, Mw LeaCcninde on 1/11/'71".

In reply-the D,E,O0, could only point out the imoossibilityr,/oguch
a demand 1n a district like Kajiado, and, although the situatiqn was somewhat
relioved by the establishment of Diwvisionzl Education €7fices, many teachers
continue to trrk to District Headquarters at the end of each month to receive

their salary,

Perhaps more serious were the charges by the Union that district
educational authorities tended to favour non-Maasail candidates both for
teacher training colleges and for in—ser‘vice/dglélgsned to up grade teacher
qualifications, These accusations had first been levelled both by KNUT
represcntatives and local politicians in 1971, and later the secretary
of tha Olkajiado (KAJIADO) Branch of the Union claimed that the D.E.O.
deliberately neglected to distribute applications for in-service courses to

Maasai teachors.®0 In addition KNUT charged that the D.E.O, in Kajiado failed

58, Exccutive Sccretary, Kenya National Union of Teachers (KNUT) to
Kajiado D,E.O, S Oct., 1971 — OLJ/KNUT/39/2/72 D.E.O. Kajiado .

59, The District Education Officer included his reply to these charges i
in. his year-end report, . See, Kajiado District Annual Report 1971 ppo, 44-45, -
60, See letter from KNUT/Olkejiado to D.E,O., and latters reply in file

Ref, K/53/176 File., 1974 District Education Office, Kajiado.
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to employ local people 1s untrained teachers (U/T's) preferring instead to
jmport them from various districts including Kitui, Kakamega, Kiambu and
Nyanza, According to the Union out of a total of 132 U/T's in the district
in March 1974 only 34 werr local 090010.61

As is-apparent, these charaes ((.lnd countercharges) soon developed
into personal ermity between Union Reprasentatives and the local educational
authorities and in fairness to the latter it should be pointed out that on
more than ane occasion the District Education Office had appesclaed to recruiters
from the Teachers Training Colleges to bear Maasai candidates in mind when
selecting students.62 Moreover there is some evidence that teaching hel"d‘
little attraction for Maasai students and that especially those who completed
Form II preferred to join companies rather than utilizing their option of
going to Teachers Training Collngc.ss Froquently this resulted in pupilé
from outside the district coming into these institutions under the name of
Kajiado and 'hen they completed their training some only taught in the district

for a few months before putting in for a transfer to their own home distr‘ict.sa

However that may be, KNUT could do relatively little to improve the
conditions under which teachers in the district were forced to operate, While
it is true that from 1974 a certain increascd measure of job security has been
attained,(55 most teachers in the district continued to be cut of'f either from
the Educational Offices in the District and Divisional Headquarters or from
any significant contact bcyond the school. Visits to the frow township areas
were rare and it is not surprising in view of the wide spread isolation of

most primaries that .teacher descrtation was a relatively common problem,

The schools themselves wore often primitive congtructions usualbly »
,boarding
lacking all of the basic facilities and cquipment. Fven in a township/school

like A,I.C. Kajiado there wasg in 1971, no running toilets or even latrincs and

61, Minutes of D.C,/D.E.O, -arid KNUT Mecting 18 June, 1974 Kajiado,
District Education Office, pp. 5.

2, Kojiado District Annual Report - Education 1970 pp, 3 or minute of
B.E.C./D.£,0, joint meeting 22 File, 1971 when 29 of 37 selected for Teacher.
Training were Measai. B.E.C./1/71 pp. 2. : L “sen ©oypet
3. Kajiado Distriet Annual. Renort Education 1971, pp. 3.

64, ibid, . ' , ro

65, b to and including Dec. 1974 it was possible-to:dismiss teachers

who had failed in - service courses, Sce letter to Teacher's Service Commission
(T-S-C-) from A.N. GETED (Chief Inspector of Schools) dated 30 Jan, 1976 in
File K/77/Vol. .II D,E.0. Kajiado.

36, "In 1974 desertion accounted for 8 of 11 teacher interdictions in the
District, Kajiado District Annual Report - Education 1974 pp. 9.
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the traditional bucket system was still in use,

Moreover tceachers in rural schools were expected to fulfil a variety
or roles including that of r-cruiters, fee collector, arbitrator of local
disputes outside the classroom and a host of other functions beside instructor
and as has been indicated large rnumber of these people were not local district
residents and as such were often totally unfamiliar with prevailling conditions

in a place like Kajiado,

By October, 1973 the D,E.0. was warning the Board that 5td, I enrollments
were going lower and lower as the drought — described as the worst in 10 years -
sct in, Already by March the number of children at this level was down 25’/:
from 19'7‘2.68 and in an effort to stem this tide the Board discussed the possibility
of instituting some sort of feeding program in the rural day primaries.

In addition increrased fee remlsstons were recommended especially for Central
Division, and thr District Commissioner was already preparing to send out his
Chiefs tn collect recruits for 19’74.L‘19 Fimally, appeals were made to all

Boarding Schools in the district to increasc their intake and two new streams
of boarders were reconmended for the day primaries at Ewaso Enkidong (Ngong)

and Elangata Wuas (Central).7o

These measures were taken primarily as an attempt to maintain existing
levels in the schools in the face of the adverse weather conditions in the

cdistrict and the Board had no way of knowing that within two months a

Pregsidential Decrer would m! -~ the first four years olf“ piimary education free
almos
and increrase total primary cenrollment rates by § i overnight, In S5td, 1 alone
71

~nrollments wont from 2021 in 1973 to 4845 in March of 1974, Where a few
months earlier the Board had been recommending the boosting of Standord On
enrollment it now found itself unable to cope with the increase, Since 1972
when enrollment had been just over 10,000 only 5 new schools had been opened,
and the effect of the Decree together with a co-ordinated.and concerted recruit-

ment campaign had raised enrollment by 5,000 in two year's.'72

G7, Kajiado District Annual Report - Education 1971 np., 5 and D,E,B.
meeting Kajiado 16th October, 1973 K/3G/80, 0D.E.0, Kajiado.
03, Kajiado District Annual Report 1972 pp. 45 and Kajiado District

Annual Report — Education 1973 pp. 4 or Annual Statistical Returns - Primary
Schools — Kajiado District. File K/234 March 31, 1973, C,.E,0. Kajiado,.

459, D.E.B. Mecting, Kajiado District, 16th Oct, 1973 op, cit. Min, 14/73
70, ibid, Min, 5/73.
71, ibid,

72, Kajiado District Annual Reports, 1972 pp. 46 and 1974 pp. 58,
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ENROLLMENT BY STANDARD

cer 1973 - e
TABLE II KAJIADO DISTRICT FRIMARY LEVEL
- 1973
l
STDS I I III vV VI VII  TOTAL

ENROLLMENT 2621 ~ 2101 1867 1355 1304 1213 1128 -7 :'11660 |

L

{TOTAL
CLASS/STREAN 347

1974

STDS I 11 III v Vv VI VII TOTAL

—_—————

ENROLLMENT as4s 2749 2274 1974 1409 - 1485 1207 15923

TOTAL
CLASS/STREAM 441 J

S0LRCE - Kajiado District Annual Reports 1973 -~ 74 Education,

In an effort’ to provide sufficient tceaching stafT to thc 94 new
streams the district was required to - rmploy 56 additional untrained teachers
(U/T's) as well ns some 45 new P3 level teachers and at the end of the year
over 78k of thae teaching force of the district was either untrained or was

lus )
not aboye the P3 lrzvp,l.?:3 (P3= C.P.LC. /F'.) Teacher Training)

As enrollment rates passed the 16,000 mark in 1975 serious avercrowding
began to develop in the districts 60 primary schools., Alrecady in 1974 -a
guarter of the schools had average per-stream enrollments of 40 or over and
several, such as Kisarian, Endomatasiani, Ongata Ronkai and A.I.C. Loitokitok
exceeded SOZAAS all but threc of the hcavily populated schools were full
primaries i,e, Std..7, it must he assumed that the density was most accute
at the lower levels, 'With 109 Std. 1 streams for 4845 pupils in 1974.1its

difficult to sce how classes in some schools could have heen under 60,

73. Kajiado District Annual Report - Education 1973 pp. 4 and 1974 po,, 5.
Kajiado District Annual RAeport — Education 1974 pp. 3-4,
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FRIMARY SCHOOLS WITH AVERAGE PER STREAM
ENROLLMENT 40+ - KAJIADG -~ 1974

TABLE III SCHOOL ENROLLMENT ~ STREAMS AVE. )
T KAYL /TWNSP 560 12 42
NGATATAEK 80 2
ILBISSEL 319 8 a0
SOLRCE? A IO, KA, 7T 559 a4 o)
KAJ. DIST. KISERIAN 842 16 54
ANNUAL ENOOMATASTAN 621 12 .. B2 .
REFORT NGONG/TWNSP 1228 26 47
EDLCATION A.I.C. LOTTOKITOK 356 7 51
1974 OLOOLUA 426 9 a7
CNGAMA s e s gy e g
ILIASSIT . .. ...... 650 .. ....13. ... .50.
LOITOKITOK (D.E.B.) - 880 14 a2
- ONGATA-RONKAT =~ -« 899 ‘18 G O
OLCHORO 772 17 a5
ENTRARARA 293 7 -

Almost hall of these big schoocls were located in Ngong Division and
the remainder were either Township or Boarding Schools., The one anomoly
here is Ngatatack which is a relatively new day primary in the Matapato

Location of Central Division and in 1974 was still only a S’éd. II sch001.75..

Nine schools, all located in the postoral arcas of either Central.
or Loitokitok Division averaged less than 20 pupils per stream in 1974,
¥With the exception of Oloylankalani just north West of Kajiado Town, and
Kitengela, nonc of these were full primaries i,e, Std, '7.'76 What is more
intercsting in that 4 of these schook registered a significant drop in total

enrollments between 1973 and 1974.77

These schools, Kitengela, Lenkisim,
Erterratol. and Erkijepe were all in or on the border of Kaputiei. Only one

of the nine schools, Meto, registered an incrcase of more than 20 13upils.r)D
Obviously here the effects of the droucht weighed heavier than the Presidential

Decree or the sanction of the D.C.

75, Knjindo District Annual Report - Education 1974 Fp.5
7:3, Kaji.do District Annual Report — Education 1973Pp.4, 1974p.5
77 Kejiado District Amnual Ronort - Education 1973pn,- 34, 1974np, *

78, iodids
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Not withstanding the poor reosponsc in some areas 1974 represented .
a very definite breakthrough in education for the district as whole. From
having perhaps 10-15) of the primary agc group in the schools in 1963
this had risen to an estimated 40 by 19757 this at a time
vhen Maasailend is reputed to be . expericncing something of a population explosion.
0f the 60 schools operating in 1975 more than half were full primarics dnd

80 Mor‘bov;ar‘ the 'bu1l<

were submitting over 1,000 students a ycar for the C.P,E,
of this dewelopment had taken place during a period when conditions in the
district, many fecl, have been as bad as anything in recent'memory. The
succession of drought years, which bogan in 1970, has continued almost
without interruption and stock losses in the past two years alone have been

estimated at 40 - 45}’ of total Maasai hcrds.Bl

The relevant guostion here is, of course, to what extend this
development is reflected in incrcased (and improved) Maasai participation in
the primary school system. In an attempt to cgain some kind of insight into
this at’least at the upper level ____ a look has been taken at
the C.P.E. results for the District between 1970 and 1975 and an coffort made
to distinguish specifically Maasai perfarmance .from .that of other ethnic -’
groups who sat the exam during thesg ygars. Boefrro looking at these results,
two things must be pointed out. First, the manner in which the two.dyoups
arc differentiated from - .onc another .is-a crude ong, ' - based solely
on the family names of Std, 7 pupils in-the class lists, To what ddgrec many
of those with Maasai names rgpreosent that section of the Mausai community we
are interested in cannot be determined and the influence 3f such factors as
inter-marriage remains uncovered. Moreover a significant proportion of the
designated Maasei group during thesc years also had Chistian first names which
casts. same doubt on their role as spokesmen in terms of a wider iaasei reference

group, . L e e

e e e e sesher aet 0t e ok aal t Reiem (e v s s ma - A T IEEE]

Secondly, this data is still very much in a raw state and it is only
intended herc to present prelimimary information on proportional increases
during the six.year. period and to look at overall laasai performance in a few
of the schools, WNuch statistical work remains to be done on this.material and

it is hoped to prosent more detailed findings in a separatce paper.

Kajiado District Annual Report 1975 pp. 2.
30, ibid, pp. 5-7.

Persomal Communication with K,M.C, Livestock Marketing Division
Officer, Dec, 29, 1975, Nairobi,
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THE C.P.E,

The Certificate of Primary Education is taken at the end of
Standard VII and it is on the basis of these results that selection to
sccondary school is determined. The examination comprises three separate
papers, English, Mathmatics and a General Paper which included History,
Geography, Civics and Science, Each paper receives.a.grade between A and E,
there being twelve alt.er:na-tive,s within this range i.e, A, A-, B+, B, B-
ote, to E which denotes Failur'e)‘and ecach letter corresponds to set number of
noints botween 12 (A) and 1(E). Thus a perfect.score on a C.P.E. would bn

36 and any combination of grades totalling 15 points or more constitutes a pass.

However because of the shortage of secondary school places in relation
to the number of primary school leavers in the country,a pass in the C.P.E.
doecs not guarantec secondary selection, Depending on the district, various
minimum scorcs above 15 are usually required to gain entry and this minimum
tonds to vary from year to year and from district to district., Thus relative

porformance in the C.P.E. is all -important.

C.P.E. RESULTS IN KAJIADO DISTRICT 1970 —~ 75%

In. 1970, 17 primary schools in the district presented candidates
For the G,P.C, Six yours later this number had grown to 35.which meant that
well over malf of Kajiado's 63 schools were full primaries. In order to Jet
an idea of thc porformance and composition of C.P.E. candidates during this
period the percentages for each of the two main groups have been calculated

and arec nrosented bclow,

The material used in this part of the paper is taken from the Print-
Out of CeP.E. results for the district between 1970 and 1975, This is found
in C.P.E. RESULTS FILES DISTRICT EDUCATION OFFICE, KAJIADO,

A sunmary of this information is .attached.
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FROFORTION OF AASAT TO NON-WAASAI

C.P.E. PASSE @ IN KAJIADO PRIMARY
SCHOOLS 1970-1975 FISURE, IV. ,
j‘ | A B C . D E F [
WEAR | TOTAL NO. TOTAL NO, | TOTAL MAASAT TOTAL NO, | TOTAL N-# TOTAL |
; OF C.P.E. | OF MAASAT | PASS NON— MAASAT PASS PASS
| CANDIDATES | CANDIDATES CANDIUATES . J
n
1970° 635 213 78 402 166 | 245 |
s |- 1000 “OF *A' 33Y| OF'B' 23’ OF 'A' 574 OF'D* 40 Ior-'/\' % l
S S e . 1
1971 657 o5 97 409 177 274
| Tor P
b 1007 Or'A" 34 . | OF'B° 40 | OF*A' 6B | OF°D' 4% (OF'A' 4%
|
1972?1 804 312. . 1 113+ 492" i 1[ 324
. — | — |
o 1009 OF'A' 35 OF'B' 30 OF'AY G1% | CF'D' 43/ CF'A' a0
1973 | 909 361 143 548 246 | 389
— [
% | 100, OFSA?T 4Ch | OF B ATh OF'A' 6Ot | OF*D' 45 COF'A' a3%h
! 1974 1027 374 | 101 353 243 344
—_— — 4
% L 10c¢k oFrar 3% OF'BY 27% OF'A* G3% |OFtD' 37h |OFrAY 32
) - ] > o
! _
g 1975 1245 495 37 ! 249 526 898
— . i
| % 1007, | Frar age  OFrE 759 | FUAY 60k | OF A 70%,;0F'A' 3%
| |
—d

From these estimates it is seen that Maasai candidates accounted for
betueen one third and two-fifths of the total number of C,P.E, Students during

these years, with most of this- increase coming. between 1970- and 1972, An -~

interesting contrast in pass~rates for bhoth groups is provided by the results of
1974 and 1975 and this illustrates mainly the varying degree of sevenity of the

“Xam "rom year to

year,

This appears to effect cverall Maasai performance more

than it does the non-haasai group and in 1975 a relatively *easy' C.P.E., gave the
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former a higher pass rate than'non-Maasal for the first time and Maasai passes
alone in this year were greater than total C.P.E, passes in the_whole district

for every previous year but 1973,

H(;wever* as méntioned, in term of secondar'y selebtion; g;ass rates
are relatively less important than individual C.P.E. 'scores.. With a-1limite~d-
number of secondary school places within the district inter-ethnic competition
in- Kajiado is marked 'and‘altho\ugh ho'extensiye work has ‘been done yet on the
C.P.E, data for the 1970-75 pefiod a,randm.saﬁple..of individuallr'esui’cs-ﬁlﬂem*
‘22 Kajiado schools indicates that average non-Maasai scores have remained
‘higher than those for the Maasai-—group,

~ HANDOM SELECTION OF AVE,. C.P.E, .PASS.SCORES.ROR. . Ve e
22 KAJIADO. SCHOOLS 1970 - 1975,

TABLE V
AVE, MAASAL SCORE" ™ "AVE. NON-MAASAI SCORE "

Iy e 019,30 “ 20,2

1971 . .. .. 1B, .. e o w191

1977 19, 18.8

L 18.1 . e s 1848

1974 18,2 - 20,1

1975 v 20.0 RN 20,4

The only criterion used in selecting these schools was that each
of the—two groups accounted for at least 3%: of the total C.P.E, passes.in ... ...
the individual schools. Because of the changing composition of C.P.E.
classes from yerar to' ygar this meant that thqs,ame schools were not sglected
overy year although.an.attanpt was made to inelude schools from all parts: 6F

the district cach year,

By national standards the average results of both groups are low,

which means that very few Maasai. oy non-laasai would gualify for entry to
ceondary institutions in. the more educatienally -advanced-district-of Centyal -
and Western Kenya. ‘“/hile the non-Maasai averages in_this limited sagple are.
grnerally higher than those for the Maasai group, the difference is not that
great and:{here is vary little indication hera that the longer educaticnal
tradition generally associated with the non-¥aasai groups remains that much

of a factor interms.of.:-average C.P.E, performance. -The low scores in-both
aroupsrwould seen rathor to reflect the poor quality-of education in the distri
in general and this.is re—inforeed by .overall pass rates in both groups

which~until. the mast. recent exam — have remaired well below 50 for Maasai

tery

and ngn-Maassi alike.: .- P : RIS
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Performance in ‘aasai schools has often been closely related to th-
i-gree of resistance to ~ducation in cifferent parts of the District. Thus

/Where. i chiltren -

it is assumed that, in arras like Ngong and Loitokitok
into the schools is r-latively less of a problem than in much of Central
Division, this willingness is reflected in school results, While it cannot be
denied that this is an important factor regarding drop-outs, it would not appear
that it conditions results directly by the time Std, 7 is reached, Thus for
example Ngong Primery School, in which the overwhelming majority of std., 7
students have been non-taasai between 1970 - and 75, has one. of the poorest
C.P.E. pass rates in the district, while schools like Isenya, Ilassit & Euso-
Kidongi which cater primarily to Maasai conscripts and.are not located in
Towrships, have had consistently better C,P.E. records, In gener‘al/ pass rates
in schools located away from urban centres have tended to be bettar than the
larger schools of the Townships (one exception here is Magadi, - a school -
which was originally provided to service the children of employees of the large
Soda Company in Yestern Kajiado and still draws most of its pupils from

company employees ).

AVERAGE C.P.E. PASS RATE OF RLRAL
AND TOWNSHIP SCHOOL. 1970 - 1975

TABLE VI

YEAR RURAL SCHOOLS , TOWNSHIP GCHOOLS
1970 agh (1 soHOOLs) - 37h (6 SCHOOLS)
1971 " 48, (12 SCHOOLS) s

1972 41% (16 SCHOOLS) -
197377 agh (21 SCHOOLS) gk

1974~ 32 (25 SCHOOLS) , oK v
1975° 7 ° 74/ (29 sCHOOLS) | 71%

In general the rural schools held a & to 1(Fh margin over their main-
urban counterparts and performance in the Exam in both groups of schools was
clearly related from yoar “to yea?, " During this period the estimated proportion
of Maasai pupils in the rural schools ranged from between 36—48/, of C.P,E.. .
students while in the townshipes they accounted for 25 - 380 of the pupils who
sat the exam between 1970 and 1975, *

A second assumption which has long been held with regard to Maasai
schooling is the effect of boarding schools at the primary level., Mainly the
argument here has been that the provision of such facilities neutralizes the
efrect of semi-nomadision on enrollment and attendance and that liaasal parents
are more inclined to softon their resistance to aducation if. they -are assured

that adequate provision is made, particularly in terms of food, for their
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PROFAORTION OF MAASAI C.P.E., CANDIDATES IN
RRLRAL AND TOWNSHIP GCHOOLS - 1970 - 1975

TAPLE VTI

YEAR TOVINSHIP RLRAL
1970 27 . ila 2
1971 - 25/ agh
1977 2% 4a%
1973 37 a1y,
1074 30% 6%
1975 a8/ ask

children in schools. Recently there havetPeen efforts to extend boarding
facilities in the district and as all of/present boarding schools are of

C.PE. level it may be worthwhile to glance at performance in these institutions
over the past few years. It should be remcembered that while primary boarding
schnols in Kajiado were designed to fit Maasai needs, they are well patronized

hy other groups, especially in the township arecas.

C.M,E. PASS RATES - KAJIADO FRIKARY -BO/ROING: &~ SCHOOLS,

1970 ' 1975
FIG. V. % MAASAI PASS
(% TOTAL PaSS) e

LIDISSEL 1970 1971 | 1972 19737 1974 | 1975 |

_ |amifaz)) | seh(ss 3_2%(32%)2 ezt | ozblos.)
P.B.S. ‘ :
KAJ IADO aFh(3) | 57621 | 2gh(25h)| BTS2 21%(31%) | 843":(5;7}@‘.
LOTTOKTTOK aen(ad’) | FLae) | aoh(zem) a6y (31%)) 147 (204) | eah(724)]
A,I.C. GIRLS 53(235)  16%(2F sh(14)) 14 (22) 17 (1?@!_5;?/0( &)
MASHULRII 29 (23) | 40/ (36%)  55h(5a%)  assh(oat)  1a(27/) i 74k (68h) l
ROM3O GIRLS | a3a(eah) | aph(am) | eeh(oat) |
AVERAGE | i 1
MAASAT PASS 3ag ar’ 3G% | acrt L 2Fh 75,
AVERAGE ! |
DISTRICT PASS |  a8% - 41% s 4z | 30! [73%

Both Maasail performance and the CyP,E. pass rates in general in
Boarding Schools reflects the eratic pattern of the districts day primaries.
Seldom between 1970 and 1974 did more than half the C.P.E. candidates at the
districts boarding schools pass and } aasal boarders did no better on
average than Maasai in the day schools. In the girls schools the period
between 1971 and 1974 was @ particularly poor one, In the main A,I.,C. 3irls
schools in Kajiado Town only 45 of 197 female candidates secured C.P.E. Passes

and of these it is estimated that only 14 were l'az@sai girls (see Apnendix).
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At the D,E.B. Boarding School in Loitokitok between 1970 and 1974 just over
1 candidate in 4 passed and there w~s virtually no differences in the averange

pass rate between Maasai and non-Maasai during the period,

Nor does any dusirable pattern amerge from a look at averange pass

rates in the different divisions of the district,

AVERAGE C.P.E. PASS -~ RATES IN
KAJTADO PRIMARY SCHOOLS BY
DIVISION - 1970 - 75

TABLE VIII

YEAR DIVISION
YEAR CENTRAL LOITOKITOK NGONG

1970 3a% ash asgh
1971 4Gk asss A%
1972 a7 a1% il 4
1973 ans 53 aAGh
1974 31% 245 41%
1975 75%h 7S 71%

While the variation between the divisions. from one year to the
next is clearly evident in no one arc they constant. Fluctuations appears
particularly marked in Central Division with a 10-17Y, change being registered
both up and down between 1970 and 74, Surprisingly, pass rates for Ngong
Division, commonly held to be the most advanced educationelly in the district
declined steadly until 1975 and even here the rate of 71% was less than that

of Loitokitok or Central Divisions where traditional pastoralism predominates.

In its present form this data only indicates areas of interest
with regard to recent relative performance in Kajiado's C.P.E. Schools., The
proportion of Maasai condidates would appear to have increased by about Phs
between 1970 and 1975 but more important here is the fact that while the non-
aasal proportion has been reduced correspondingly, their absolute numbers
continue to rise more quickly than the Maasai group. Togcther with apparent
higher average individual scores this gives the former a decided edge in the
campetition for scarce secondary places. In addition the Maasai portion of
the C.P,E, population scems to be more wulnerable to the year to year changes
in the exam and this may partly explain why overall pass rates in Central

Division are relatively less stabil then in Loitokitok and Ngong.

At the same time this does not mean that predominently Waasai C.P.E.

classes perform less well in the exam than predominently non-taasai classes.
On the contrary, it would appear as if the latter, at least in the main township

areas are generally behind rural schools in average pass-rates and this applies
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-

-5 will when grneral performance in the Towns is compareda to that of schoolg

in Contral Division. An added factor here houcver is that the proportion of
l'aasAi G.P.F. Candid-tes in the Towns scems to be increasing more rapidly
than the proportion in rural schools and this may be influencing 'urban'

performanc::,

inally, unlike in neighbouring Mard< vhore infiltuation over many

yoars has rosulted in the schools of some areas displaying various more or

loss hom geneous othnic charccteristics, the none-Maasal slement in Kajiado
is sprocd through -- out the districts schools., Although in most of the
schools taasal are still in a minority it is very difficult to find a school
where there are no i‘assai ot all, [oreover, cthnic composition, aft least at
the C.P. L. level, fluctustes from year to year and from school to schonl
tihrough out the disteict, Thus in 1970 for examplc a school 1ile Kiescrian
in Ngong Division hed just over 40/ baasai students in Std,?. Two years
later this had dropped to luss than 165, only to go uo again to 45 the
Following year. 8imilarly, Keraranon, a new school in the same division had
only 14 Maasai ( out of a tolal of 4:) C,P.E, condidates in 1973 vhoreas in
1975 'aasal doninated Std,? here with 44 out of 49, This applics as woll to
Central oind Lotitolitok Divisions where in a school like Fnikorilka, South-East
of Kagjiado Town, ls thun a third of C.P.E. studcnts were Haasei in 1974 and

year later there vere only hossad pupils in Std. 7,

1his is not to suy that therc are no schools yhich maintain a
! 1 Traiees - N . . .
precdominently  Mnasal or non-.aasai comnlexion over the years, Schools like
v s a, E - . . . » . .
Tsenys, Hashuara and Flamata tuas in Central Division can usually ho relicd

M n: o) [T . R .
unan ta have 70: "aasel in the Upper Primary rlasses while in Nrong Township

school, Neama (l.n.‘l.toldtnl:) and Kajiado Township, rarcly more than ?5:/‘ of

G.F.E. candidates have hoen leasai since 1970, Partly this chaneing cthnic

camnosition in Kajiado prinary schools { not only in Stc.? but at otheor levels

as well) roflects the varying degree of success of vearly recruiting campaigns

carvicd out by administrative pursonncl attached to the District Commissionor's

office, In addition the increascd frequency of movement ocecassiontd by

el - 1 1 “ Tie) .
dirclining orazime nd patm resourcns duringe periods of drought talkes a heavy

toll in the form of drop outs and roneaters maliing it extremcly difficult to

rodict class sizes plat ition £ ignifi
n 1S § or composition from year to year, Significantly thr

major Mansal incroases at Std ? level between 1970 .. 75 have o~curred in

N i L0C: ! .‘ 2 m O ERTTY - o .
schools loecated in tha more well-wotered arems of Nogong and Loitolkitols whercas
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thos-. schools in th: Centre] Plains widich attained full primary status during
this period have sufforred ceclinimo Stel, 7 enrollments.  In some cases (i.e.
Uloyiunl:alani) school havi: bad to 1 rminate G.F.7., cluassns ofteor a counle of
yoars nf operation.  Fxcentions to this deteriorating situation in Central
Division have been th= tuo rural Primary Ooardine Schools at Pashuuru and Bissil
-iong -ith the Prim:ry Day School at Iscnya. As mentioncd earliocr, the formor
smpear to have a2llayed some of the auxiecty which many aasai parcents Teel about
scnding their chiidren lone distances to poorly nuipped Dav Primaries, although
the financie1l outlay "or Bosrding Primaries remains prohibitive for many lioasai
familios, + At Isenye on tho other hand, cnrollments -t all JTevel have remainecd
relztively stable through -out tho six.-year period and this must, in port, be
laid to thr fact that the school farms part o o larger and well ostablished
Rural Training Centre «hich includes an experimental Hancl,, @ Tunniry leathear
woricing farilities anc a “illage Polytechnic. Set up in the varly 12 0's this
comlex continuns to receiv: substontial support from outside sources - most
notably the Anclican Church of Kenya who are tha Tount 1o mind sponsors “of thic™

schome,

One of the mhjor piroblems facinag cducational authoritics in a District
like Kajiado is how to mair formel schooling attractive to the parcnts of Laasai
childrin, Traditionally the promotion of First lovel cducotion in Kenya has
depended on locol, grass - ronts OF community support. In most areas if continues
to he ¢ prn»-r‘r?quisitn to thr tuake over rosponsihility for such focilities by
the iinistry of Fducation:Yet cven herc Coutral Governmentt's re-sponsibility
is limited to the payment of teachers salarics and other re-currcnt expenditure
lut does not include thre maintenance of cxisting facilitins provision of desks
toacher — houseinan or those capitel costs incurred in the up-grading of lownsr
nrimaries to Std.? Schonls. Thus hoth the cstablishment and further dovelopment
of primaries is very much the result of the prova’1ling Harambec spirit in the
surrounding community ond ~hore, as in much of Hausai, sottled communitlies are
fre and far between, th~ ¢”foctivencss of locel school committoes, particularly
with rogard to fund raisine activities, is sevorly hampered,  (ioreover
informetion on existing cash receipts in the pastoral arcas is extromely
difficult to ascertain from month tn month end apparentiy wealthy stoct farmers
can find themselves inmpovcrished during a surprisingly short period of time,
Indzr such conditions the intiative in establishing primary facilitics in theso
designated ' badward distidcts' is supposcd to revert to the Uinistry but

with 1little loecnl demand for such scrvices thoe latter find it difficult to
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justi®y the provision of expanded facilities when, it is felt, many existing

ones remain underutilized,

['or many years it was felt that one of the major drawbacks to
rducational promotion in Maasailand was that the schnoling o7 rred was not
relevant to locnl needs., !ost frequently the latter were seen in terms of
improving stock practices, instilling & sense of commerciaiism into the prevailing
livestock cconomy and fostering better resource: mamagement, Instead, the
varly Mamsal schools concentrated on the promotion of alternatives to the
cxisting cconomy, most notably agriculture, and produced semi - artisans for
whom there wns little or no demand in theA:serves During the late 1940's and
1950's the Maasal school system becamo integrated with that of the rest of the
country and as such attention became increasingly focused on the C.P.E. ( or
K.A.P,F.) By th early 1970's experimentation with schaol ranches had virtuaslly
come to an ond and with it any pretense that schooling in the area was to be
directed alono lines which would be particularly suited to "‘sasai conditions,
Alroady in a weak competitive position with regard to selection to secondary
sohasls, this neriad alse witnessed a shearp And rapid devaluation of primary
educatinn and in Kajiado, as clse where, the possibility of gaining wage employ-
ment on the basis of a primary school leavers certificatg bccome negligible, - Thus
hoth the rrauired investment in education and the time lag prior to return are
increasine and this fact is not lost on tiaasai parents who also are aware that
if is not uncommon tor‘.l-ay to find From IV leavers in the District Townshipes

unable to find won<,

It would not appear therefor., that holding out the possibility to
Maasal parents of their children ultimatly going on to secondary or higher
cducation could renalisticelly be used as en incentive in encouraging increased
primary level participation in Kajiado, Not only are the financial implications
of such a lomy trrm investment stagovring to most familics but many are only
too awarc that tho chances of Maasai childr-n completing such a cycle are, in

vimy of prevalline educational condition in the District, =xccedingly slim.

Howevrr thoere are indicatione that educational appeal among some:
aroups within Yansai society may be taliine other forms. As imolicd, many aasai
parents tend to consider the welfarc aspect rather than the educational one
when faced with the decision of sending th-ir children to school or not, “hile

this is most noticible with rzgard to boarding facilitics, such innovations as
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school feedinc proorammes in the doy primaries could do much te soften the
r-sistanc? 0 parecnts, particularly in prriods whgn the family itself is k..

pressed.

In -adition sublle yet important changes can be observed in one of
the most resistent elements of the !"'amsai community - the moran, or warrior,
age set , Traditiormally this corpor-te body of young fhaasni brtween the
ages roughly of 16 and 27 distained any thought of formal schooling and had

rry 1little to do with those of their fellow who, either through bad luck or
some other misfortune, were co-opted t, the schools. More rocently it would
appear that increasino numbers of h'l'g]ssfrie;:iocgsan’ particularly in the Manyattas
round Kimena and Loitokitok, are/ of acquiring at least some of tht

skills which form part of the larger package of formal cducation., To be able
:0 read your own lctter rather than having to walk perhaps 10 miles to have

it read to you is seen as - district advantage by many of those young men and
it is not uncommon to find -Primary School leavers living with their age-set

members in lioran cncampments where their skills are much appreciated by their

neers.

Nor has the impact of consummnr goods been lost on this group.
"any morans today soort watches, shoes, pens etc along with their traditioral
'shuka' spoar and ochred hair., To get thease they generally must sell either
scme cattle or small stock and while the Mapsai are keen traders they may not
be as fully conversant with the cash aspect of buying and selling in the Townships
again, numeracy and an ability to understand the eoxisting terms of trede

—. if only to avoid being cheated —dis increasingly seen as a vital acawisition

Finally, the link between a mod cum of educotion and traditional
status or prestige has to a certain extent, boen finally cstablished through
the education.] reguirements attac ing to npplications 1or administrative posts
s Chief or Assistant Chiefs., Since Indenendence these ave salaried Crvil
Service positions with all of the benefits mccruing to Govermment employees, and
other considerations are weigh-~2: in as wrll in thr sa2lection process the
cmphasis on minimum rducational gualifications has had important implications
regarding the valuc of schooling in the wider traditional community where these

of fice holders .4 comsiderable influrnnce.
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Thuse perhdps are nnly minor examples of the pervasive influencc
of formal ‘schooling in present-day Maasailand but they indicate nevertheless
that at least some of what the schools have to offer is of intersst to sections
of the MWaasai Community, and this is likely to increase as the practical

bhenefits bocome more widely recognized,
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ABLUIDS ~ nAJIADO DISTHICY —~ 1970

SCHOOLS = 1
DOSAL] TOTAL | TOTAL | TODAL

3CHOOL IV | POTAL C.E.BJ w 1. PAS| Li.w.PASSl TOT.PAS:
Tllovil L. 37 22 15 5 6 9250 |-
P, evendd TALU [CERT, 42 20 22 . 7 6 14 33%
Kol iAN NGOG 50 20 50 5 8 13 26% |
LOIT GIT (K LOIT 49 14 5 L5 15 20 40k

Y I - e
LAGATT HGONG 45 18 28 2 21 A8
TLuAuSIT 1L,OIT 20 7 13 5 8 15 65
NeCHG TW3D GO L 96 15 8L 8 31 59 4CH
QLOOLUA i 42 12 30 4 15 19 42%
A.I.GI' KAJ. t . i 3
(GLui3) CENT. 49 17 32 9 4 15 26%
ONGATA i N
QONKAT LGOL G 45 4 41 1 13 14 315
ELOGHATA N
S TANT UG L 4. 9 4 6 10
T I0YA CLLT 12 _ 0 6 0 6 506

.;- - o ,
(1530 iBOYS LOLT 21 9 12 " 5 8 35
KAJ TADO

o 48 11 31 6 17 23 48
NGALA LOIT 33 8 25 5 11 16 525
1A HUTRY 22 20 12. 4 3 7 234
DOTAL _ 635 215 422 78 168 246

100 155% 65

— T—— P g ———
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; 3 _IDS/WP 297
[ ‘! C.P.E. LESULTS - KAJIADO DISTRIOT - 1971 - 18 SCHOCLS
[ |
S CHOOL ‘ DIV. TOTAL TUFAL TOTAL TOTAL TOTAL TOTAL
C.P, B, i MePASS  LeM.  N-M PASS  PASS .
CENT 30| 25 11 5 2 13 (43%)
{
Lt 21 12 10 4 . 16 - (52%)
L3 ARIAN meond 48 16 4 32 7 11 (235)
LOITOKITOK  LOIT 33 is 1 20 | . 6 7 {18%)
VAGADI woond 38 9 g 29 22 30 . (780) .. .
1
1LASS IT LoIr 38 | 13 o 25 |.-24 20 (53%)
N(}@‘IG-""-' ..:'.‘.u.l T -
PRSP NGONG 99 19 2 80 18 20" (20%)
i
OLQULUA " ] 45 | | 22 8, - 3 6. (35%) 7
(¢InLs) R
A.I.C.KAJe  CENT 50 22 4 prd 13 : (26%) .
1AuiiUURU " 22 15 6 K 2 8 L36,‘;1)‘"'1
ONGAYA aONKAL NCON: 34 | 8, 5i-1 26 15 - 20 (59%) -
ENOQ. _
IATAS TANT " 36 8 3 28 16 19 (53%)° 77
{
lisnza CELD 16 | 12 | .7 4 10 (G300
20400 BOYS  LOL% 22 15 . 3 7 I N
R i ol RIS B -
[hATIADO WRIF crnt] 46| 10 5 36 | 21 26 (57
NGALLA LOIT 30 3 5 22 | 15 20 (67%)
EWAS
ONKIDCNGI EGONG 11 9 4 - 2 1 5
KTRALAD ON NGQNd' 33 8 3 25 1.9 12 (365) "
TOTAL 667 | 253 | 97 409 177 274
» AVERAGE 100. | 34% 40; 66 43% 455

Not all central schiools went up in C.P.E. Performance in 1971



IDS/WP 297

CeP.D. .BSUIo = (AJTADO 5Cii00I> - 1972 - 22 3CHOOLS (1 MISSING)

SCHOOL DIV. . TOTAL . TQTAL TOTAL. TORAL TOTAL  TOrAL %
C.P.EJ ITAASAL “ 1:,PASS NOU- N - M  PASS
LiAADAT PASS
ILBISSEL CENT
Pall. S KA LAUC
K IoERI AL HGONG
LOTITHITK LOIT
NGONG]
LOIT
IGONG TiTiol NGOKG
OLOOLUA
Ao E4TIAD
GLALS CENY
ONGATA 1+ OFKAII NGONG
ETOMATASIANII  NGONG
ISEITYA CENT
RQMO BOYS LOIT [MISSIIiC
KAJIADO TWwsPe|  CanT
HGAMA
EVASO
ONIZIDONGI NGOWG
KEuh AT Ol

BLANGATAKA.

LESTXKOYO

p BULBUT

TOIAT,

% AVEAGE

106G
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C.P.E. RESULTS - KAJIADO SCHOOLS - 1973

SCHOOL DIV, TOTAL TOTAL TOTAL TOTAL - TOTAL  TOTAL
C.P.E. MAASAI MAASAI-PASS NON-MAASAI N-M,PASS PASS % PA!

ILBISSEL CENT, 38 25—~ 8 13 w120 3%
KAJIADO P.B.S CENT. 19 10 5 9 5. .10 52%
KISERIAN NGONG 42 7 2 35 18 20 ug%
LOITOKITOK  LOIT 81 36 13 u5 12 25 31%
MAGADI NGONG 67 7 2 60 36 38 57%
ILASSIT LOIT 43 12 9 31 18 27 63%
NGONG TWSP.  NGONG % 99 17 8 82 28 36 35%
OLOOLUA 43 14 5 29 7 12 28%
A.I.C. KAJ

(GIRLS) ** " CENT 50 29 1l 21 7 1 22%
MASHUURU. oo 25 20 12 L B 4 ~16" 6u%
ENGATA RONGAI NGONG 48 19 10 29 Lo 20 42%.
ENOOMATASIANI " 36 16 9 20 11 20 56%
ISENYA CENT. 15 14 3 1 0 3 . 20%
ROMBO BOYS +-LOIT 16 12 4 4 2 6 '38%
KAJIADO TWSP, CENT. 43 16 8 27 . .. 16 . 24... - 56%
NGAMA LOIT 37 10 4 27 £ 10 14 37%
EUSA=-ENKIDO-

NGI NGONG 15 14 3 A . o 3 20%
KERARAPON NGONG 46 14 7 32 18 25 55%
ENKORIKA CENT. 15 7 3 8 1 4 27%
LLANGATAUAS ™ 1 '13 10 3 3 3’ 6 u6%
LENSQKOYO " 13 9 2 TR | 5 39%
KITENGELA n 2 10 4 2 1., s 42%
CMBULBUL NGONG 29 5 0 24 3 6 21%
OLCHORRO LOIT 19 5 3 14 9 12 63%
NAMANGA _.CENT 13 3 2 10 8 10 7%
ROMBO (GIRLS) LOIT 19 8 5 11 8 13 68%
CNOORETET CENT. 13 12 5 1 1 5 48%
TOTALS 909 361 143 S48 246 389

% (AVERAGE) 100% 40% 40% Gp% 45% 43%



SCHOOL

ILBISSEL
KAJIADO P.B.S
KISERIAN
LOITOKITOK
¥MAGADI
ILASSIT

NGONG TWSP,
OLOOLUA

A.T.C, KAJ.
(GIRLS)

MASHUURU
ENGATA RONKAI
ENOOMATASIANI
ISENYA

ROMBO BOYS
KAJIADO TWSP,
NGAMA

EUSO-ENKIDO-
NGI

KERARAPON
ENKORIKA
ELANGATA WAS
LENSOKOYO
KITENGELA
EMBULBUL
OLCHORRO
NAMANGA
ROMBO (GIRLS)
ENOORETET
OLOOSEOS
NKOROI

OLOYIAN-
KALANI

KIBIKO

TOTALS

% (AVERAGE)
1027
100%

DIV,

CENT,
n
NGONG
LOIT
NGONG
LOIT
NGONG

"

CENT

GONG
"
CENT.
LOIT
CENT,
LOIT

NGONG

"
CENT,
"

1

CENT
NGONG
LOIT
CENT.
LOIT
CENT,
NGOHG
NGONG

CENT
HGONG

TOTAL TOTAL TOTAL
C.P.E. MAASAI MAASAI-PASS N-M.

18
26
56-.’ Y
62 .
68
48
98

38

52
29
Sh
43
17
14
50
50

16
15°
20
13
23
30
17
20
15
22
29

34

12
14
22Ca
28

3
10
25

14

30
21
9
11
9
11
12
5

17

6
12
17

<N Y N F O ®©® ™

17
15

374
37%

[#3]

N N N W w ow w

g9 N B H N O w F NN o F

m

101
27%

TOTAL

6

12
NGy

28
34
65
38
73

24

22
8
us
32
8
2
38
45

24
10

15
26
15
14

14

29

653
63%

TOTAL

C.P.E. RESULTS - KAJIADO -SGHOOLS - 1974 (31 .SCHOOLS)

TOTA

N-M-PASS PASS

m

5
i
10
42

6
20

16
13

O 9 NN H N W o O

B
~

© N w F

12

243 .
37%

19
AR
43

27

18
15

~
-—

[ -]
w

2

O o O v 9 OV NN F OG

14

34l
32°



SCHOOL

ILBISSEL

P.B.S. KAJI
ADO

KISERIAN
MAGADI
ILASSIT
HNGONG TWSP,
OLOOLUA
KAJ.AIC
(GIRLS)

MASHUURU

ONGATA RONKAI

ENOOMATASIANI

ISENYA

KAJIADO TWWSP

ROMBO BOYS
EUSO-ENKIDO-
NGI

NGAMA
KERARAPON
ENKORIKA
ELANGATAUAS
LESONKOYO
KITENGELA
EMBULBUL
OLCHORRO
NAMANGA

ROMBO (CIRLS)

ENOORETET

OLOYIANKALANI

OLOOSEOS
KIRIKO
NGOROI
METO

UPPER MATASIA

LOITOKITOK
A.I.C.

I/ TrE ANTA

C.P.E. KAJIADO SCHOOLS - 1975 - (35 SCHOOLS)

DIV.

CENT.

7"

NGONG
NGONG
LOIT

NGONG

IOIT

NGONG
LOIT

NGONG
CENT.

NGONG
LOIT
CENT,
LOIT
CENT.
"
NGONG
NGONG
NGONG
CENT
NGONG

LOIT

"

TOTAL TOTAL TOTAL

C.P.E. MAASAI MAASAI-PASS N-M

43

46
8l
75
37
97
39

25

69

49

16

49

40
ug

12
12

31
23
21
37
19

21
45
By

36

27

25

25
35
7

6 -

31

13

28

19

31

10

16

11

[C-IN ¥ BN e ) BEES  =

15

16

22

11

11

23

21
23
3
2
18
8
14
14
21

7

13

W
<N 2 @

£ O N F O D = 0 O W

- ~
= ®©® £ w

o

11

TOTAL TOTAL

18 18
21 19
ug 36
68 . . 51
31 16
66 30
26 13
Y7 32
6 3
38 28
39 21
0 0
38 30
2 1
1 0
32 19
5 5
0 0
Y 3
6 5
5 Y
24 16
17 15
16 13
29 27
y
1 0
5 3
4G 32
22 20
0 0
25 14
16 13

TOTAL

N-M-PASS PASS

bl

40
‘59
54
18
I
21

"6
17
49
28

13

26
42

11
10

22
21
17
34
12

16
36
38

22

24
10



