
Abstract 

In the international debates on custody law reform and in individual custody decisions in families and in 

courts worldwide, social science research is often misused and abused. In this article I describe the 

process by which data can become distorted in ways that steer policymakers, family court personnel, 

and parents off course in regard to child custody decisions. I illustrate this process with a recent study 

that has garnered international attention and influence. 


