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Ethnicity, gender and violence
in Kenya

by Peter Mwangi Kagwanja

This article examines the ethnically-
discriminatory nature of Kenya’s refugee
policy, its influence on the administration and
practice of refugee affairs, especially by relief
agencies, and its role in encouraging sexual
violence against women refugees.1
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UNHCR and its NGO partners provide counselling sessions for 
vulnerable women and children. Many feel the need to discuss the sexual 
or domestic violence they experienced in the camps, where rape continues to be a problem.
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Refugee camps need to be mapped out in a way that allows sing
violence. Here, Somali refugee women re-build their huts after the
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Integrating a gender 
perspective into human-
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gle women and mothers to be more easily protected against 
ir transfer to Hagadera camp in Kenya.
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