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A lecture by Dr. Joan Clos
UN Under-Secretary General and Executive Director, UN-HABITAT

UNIVERSITY OF NAIROBI

2.00 pm Arrival of Guests
2.25 pm Introductory remarks by the Vice-Chancellor

2.30 – 3.10 pm  The Lecture: Dr. Joan Clos
3.10 – 3-25 pm 

 
Discussions
Discussant 1: Prof. Paul Syagga, Department of Real Estate 
and Construction Management, University of Nairobi
Discussant 2: Mr. Tom Odongo, Director of Planning, City 
Council of Nairobi
Discussant 3:  Prof. Peter Ngau, Department of Urban and 
Regional Planning,  University of Nairobi

3.25 – 3.55 pm Q & A from the audience
3.55 – 4.00pm Vote of thanks by the Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Academic 

Affairs)
4.00pm Guests leave at their pleasure

Role of Universities

Challenges of
Urbanization
in sub-Saharan Africa and the

P r o g r a m m e



Appointe
(UN-HA
Assemb
on 18 O

Born in 
in public
during 9
Trade o
ambass

He is a
specializ
(Scotlan
Public H

As a cit
municipa
renovati
Deputy 
Olympic

Joan Clo
Barcelon
the city’s
neighbo
gatherin
cities.  

At the 
internati
Associat
served a
(UNACL
Municipa

Dr. Clos
Institute 
UN-HAB
authoriti

ed Executiv
BITAT) at 

bly, Dr. Joan
ctober 201

Barcelona 
c service a
9 years 199
f Spain (20
ador to Tur

a medicine
zed in Pu
nd). Dr. Clo
Health in 19

ty councillo
al manage
on of down
Mayor in c

c Games in 

os is also w
na. One of 
s dilapidate
urhoods n

ng of UN-H

internation
onal netwo
tion of Citi
as Chairma

LA). And be
alities and R

s received 
 of British 

BITAT Scro
es and the 

ve Director
the level o
n Clos took
0.  

on 29 June
and diplom
97-2005. H
006-2008). 
rkey and Az

e graduate 
ublic Healt
os then join
979.  

or between
ement and
ntown Barc
hange of F
 Barcelona.

widely cred
 the most a
ed industria
ear the o

HABITAT’s 

nal level, i
ork of cities
es and Loc
an of the U
etween 199
Regions, (C

a number
Architects 

oll of Honou
 United Nat

DR. J

r of the Un
of Undersec
k office at th

e 1949, he 
macy. He w
He was the

Prior to joi
zerbaijan.  

 from the 
h and Ep
ned the Ba

n 1983 and
d for urba
celona’s Ci

Finance and
.  

ited with in
ambitious w
al zones a f
ld dockyar
World Urb

in 1998 h
s. Two year
cal Authori
United Nat
97 and 200
CEMR).  

 of awards
in 1999 fo

ur Award fo
tions.  

 

JOAN CLO

nited Natio
cretary-Gen
he Program

 is a medic
was twice e
en appointe
ning the U

Universida
pidemiology
arcelona M

d 1987, he
an renewa
iutat Vella 
d Budgeting

spiring far 
was the Ba
facelift. In 2
rds was c
ban Forum

e was ele
rs later, he
ties, (WAC
tions Advis
03, he was 

s which inc
r transform
r encourag

OS 

ons Human
neral by th

mme’s head

cal doctor w
elected Ma
ed Minister 
nited Natio

ad Autónom
y, at the 

Municipal G

e earned a
al projects
district. Fro
g, playing a

reaching in
arcelona@2
2004 one o
hosen as 
, the prem

ected Pres
e was elect
CLAC). Bet
sory Comm
 member o

clude a go
ming Barcel
ging global c

n Settlemen
e United N

dquarters in

with a distin
ayor of Bar
 of Industry

ons, he serv

ma de Ba
University 

Government

a reputation
, notably 
om 1990 to
a key role d

nvestment p
22 program
of these ne

the site f
mier global 

sident of M
ed Preside
ween 2000

mittee of Lo
of the Coun

old medal f
ona. In 200
cooperation

 

nts Program
Nations Gen
 Nairobi, K

nguished ca
rcelona se
y, Tourism
ved as Spa

rcelona (U
 of Edinb
t as Directo

n for impro
managing 

o 1994 he 
during the 

programme
me which 

ewly refurbi
for the se
conference

Metropolis,
ent of the W
0 and 2007
ocal Author
cil of Europ

from the R
02, he won
n between 

mme 
neral 
enya 

areer 
rving 
 and 

anish 

UAB), 
burgh 
or of 

oving 
 the 
 was 
1992 

es for 
gave 
shed 
cond 
e on 

 the 
World 
7, he 
rities, 
pean 

Royal 
n the 
local 



Public Lecture by the Executive Director of UN-HABITAT 
(November 2011) 

 

 
 
On Tuesday 8 November 2011 Dr. Joan Clos, United Nations Under-Secretary General and 
Executive Director, UN-HABITAT delivered a public lecture at the University of Nairobi. The 
lecture on “Challenges of urbanisation in sub-Saharan Africa and the role of universities” was an 
initiative of the Department of Geography and Environmental Studies, University of Nairobi and 
UN-HABITAT. The function was attended by among others, University of Nairobi staff and 
students, including invited guests from UN-HABITAT, Kenyatta University, City Council of 
Nairobi, Mazingira Institute and Institute of French Research in Africa (IFRA). The lecture 
highlighted and discussed three major issues. These are (1) global trends of population growth 
and urbanisation; (2) the challenges of urbanisation in sub-Saharan Africa; and (3) the role of 
universities in sustainable urban planning and management. 
 
As much as cities in sub-Saharan Africa experience a number of challenges as a result of high 
rates of urbanisation, Dr. Clos was particularly concerned with the high proportion of the urban 
population living in slums, increasing inequalities and urban poverty, as well as the rising 
youthful population vis-a-viz low economic growth and employment opportunities. Dr. Clos 
suggested that sustainable urbanisation should be embedded on better planning and design 
that embraces optimal density, diversity, mobility, equity, efficiency, scale of expected growth 
and the concept of a vibrant urban economy. Besides their mandates, missions and visions, 
African universities should be encouraged and facilitated to play a major role in achieving 
sustainable urbanisation in sub-Saharan Africa. This calls for structured collaboration between 



universities and other stakeholders, including UN-HABITAT. The lecture drew stimulating 
debate from the discussants and audience. The discussants were Prof. Peter Ngau, Prof. David 
Mungai (University of Nairobi) and Mr. John Barre (Director, Policy Implementation, Nairobi 
City Council). Dr. Clos punctuated his lecture and discussions with a wide range of experiences 
from his distinguished career in public service and diplomacy. He has been a city councilor, 
mayor of Barcelona, a government Minister and an ambassador, among other appointments 
and positions. Furthermore, he has won several local, national and international recognitions 
and awards. 
 

 
Prof. Irandu (right) shares a light moment with Dr. Clos and Prof. Mungai 


