Aedes aegypti mosquitoes were fed on or inoculated with blood or serum positive for hepatitis-B
antigen (HBAg) or allowed to feed on the arm of an HBAg carrier. Pools of mosquitoes were tested by
radioimmunoassay at intervals up to 45 days after exposure to HBAg. HBAg was detected long after the

blood itself would have been digested. The findings suggest persistence (but not necessarily replication)
of HBAg in mosquitoes.



