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ABSTRACT
This study is about the socio-economic determinants of 

religious affiliation in an urban setting. The whole idea is that 
people affiliate with those religious groupings which they feel 
satisfy their needs contrary to the popular beliefs on spiriticism 
as well as "a call from God".

Although this socio-economic orientation in religion has been 
there since time immemorial, little scholarly work has been done 
about it. The lack of study and adequate information on this kind 
of orientation has led to this study. This study had four main 
objectives, namely; to investigate the relationship between socio­
economic aspects and religious affiliations, to find out the impact 
of the level of education on religious affiliation among people, to 
investigate the role played by wealth in religious affiliation and 
finally, to investigate the process of religious schisms and their 
influences on religious groupings.

In conducting this research, the researcher used library 
sources which formed the secondary data. An extensive field 
research was also done on this study. Random sampling technique 
was used to select informants. Data were collected through 
questionnaires and interviews and were later analysed through 
descriptive method.

The theoretical frameworks for this research are based on the 
cardinal utility theory and functionalism. These theories are 
applicable to the religious situation today Human beings choose 
their religious groupings rationally and ensure that their needs
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and wants are adequately satisfied. Religion here is a commodity 
that is capable of offering satisfaction in the form of security 
especially were science has failed in the process of explaining the 
psychological dissatisfaction.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION
The concept of religion is as old as history itself. Human 

beings live under various constrains in this world. This have 
developed the concept of religion to enable them overcome these 
constraints in one way or the other. They have, to a large extent, 
been able to overcome these constrains by affiliating with certain 
religious groupings which offer them reassurance and comfort in the 
face of problems and also to solve and economic problems.

Scholars have observed that there is a pattern in the ways 
individuals affiliate with particular religious groupings. People 
may either convert to these groups or they may be born in them. 
For instance, one may convert due to peer pressure or to assert his 
or her rebellious nature. Sometimes, the conversion could be due 
to attraction portrayed by, for instance, music or the preaching in 
order to avoid the monotony in a previous religious group.

People's choice of religious groupings may depend on a number 
of factors. One factor may be that of an individual's intellectual 
conviction. This is sometimes usually based on the belief that the 
teachings in a particular religious grouping are true and rational.

Another factor is that new religious grouping offer community 
support to people who are disoriented, and especially, those who 
have lost hope in life.

Religious affiliation is invariably related to changes in 
socio-economic life, for instancy, Islamic Law, which forbids
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inheritance by a non-Muslim from a muslim, encourages conversion 
once an initial incursion into a society has been made.

Therefore, this paper is an attempt to look at the socio­
economic factors which determine religious affiliation. The study 
is designed to answer the following questions:-
(i) What is the impact of the level of education on religious 

affiliation?
(ii) What role is played by wealth in religious affiliation?
(iii) How does religious schism influence religious groupings?

1.1 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
This research is an attempt to demonstrate that religious 

groupings fit in with certain types of socio-economic factors. 
That is, certain religious beliefs and practices serve the material 
interests of those who adhere to them. Therefore, religion is 
merely a refection of most basic social processes and the 
expression of economic interests.

Although socio-economic activities are secondary to the work 
of preaching the word of God, the nevertheless an active role in 
determining which religious group one finally affiliates with. By 
looking at an urban setting, we find people of diverse background 
and who are divided into different social classes. Social 
stratification creates a gap between the various classes and, 
therefore, differences in religious affiliations, that is, people 
join different religious groupings according to the class they 
belong to despite the fact that people are free to choose from a
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large number of religious groups.
A number of studies have been conducted showing how particular 

religious groups are associated with particular socio-economic 
classes, for instance, Herbergs (1960) analysis of the "triple 
Melting Point" of Catholics, Protestants and Jews. He clearly 
shows that there are significant status differences between 
religious groups. Although none of the religious groupings is 
exclusively confined to any particular socio-economic group, some 
are more closely associated with those in the upper income bracket, 
while other are more associated with lower incomes although there 
are great divergences within the religious groupings.

People may also affiliate with the various religious groups 
because they have been born in them. They remain in the same 
religious groups either for the comfort derived from the group or 
to stay within the family norms. However, people may also convert 
to other religious groupings, for instance, some people may convert 
to certain religious grouping because they are assured of positions 
of power. This comes along with the perceived socio-economic 
benefits to the concerned individual.

This research aims to show that religion has something else to 
offer to its adherents over and above their spiritual needs. 
Religion relates to social and economic stratification in societies 
so that religious behaviour is a reflection of socioeconomic 
factors.

Therefore, in societies with a common ideology, religion can 
simply support the divisions of the society into various social
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Alternatively societiesgroups with different economic statuses, 
which support a wide range of religions, different strata in 
society may be related to various forms or religious groupings. 
Thus, particular forms of religious groupings may support specific 
interests within a society.

1.2 JUSTIFICATION OF THE STUDY
One of the major aims of this study is to demonstrate the 

importance of socio-economic aspect in understanding the nature of 
religious groupings and the role they play in the human societies.

The study shows that contrary to the popular belief in 
spiriticism, religion has something else to offer to the adherents
over and above their spiritual needs.

This paper, thus, aims at stimulating other research m  this 
area which has received little attention from scholars in Kenya. 
By focusing on this area, we give religious leaders and others a 
glimpse into the nature of influence that religious groups exert on 
members of a society. This is because too often religious leaders 
fail to recognize the very human character of the groups they lead 
by exaggerating the role of the divine in these groups.

This study leads us to the realization that religious beliefs 
and practices are in the very fabric of society itself and in the 
nature of human interactions. That is, in their religious 
activities, human beings constantly relate themselves to others for 
survival purposes. In simple agricultural societies, for example, 
religion frequently relates tot he the physical environment in
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which people grow their crops and heard their animals.
Karl Marx makes a valid point that serious scholarship must 

examine the material base on which religious beliefs and practices 
stand (Marx, 1976).

People in a particular socio-economic environment tend to 
follow a similar pattern of behaviour which also determines the 
religious groupings they affiliate with, thus, we need to study 
these patterns of affiliations.

1.3 OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

GENERAL OBJECTIVE
To investigate the relationship between socio-economic aspects 
and religious affiliations.

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES
1. To find out the impact of the level of education on 

religious affiliation among people in an urban setting. 
2- . To investigate the role played by wealth in religious

affiliations in an urban area.
3. To investigate the process of religious schisms and their 

influences on religious groupings.

5



CHAPTER TWO

2.1 LITERATURE REVIEW
Religion plays a great role in harmonising the lives of people 

in the society. a number of scholars have, therefore, studied 
aspects of the subject. Stress have been put mostly on the 
function of religion in society (Bourdillion, 1985).

The prevalent approaches, therefore, have mainly been 
historical as well as sociological. Some articles have also 
appeared on products of field workers who incidentally came across 
some aspects of religion in the course of working on other 
projects.

Other accounts are also the result of the works of 
missionaries who were out to "pacify" the primitive world and 
covert them to "religion" even if in the process, they destroyed 
the social fabric of these people. For instance, missionaries 
tried to rationalize theologically such foreign practices as 
monogamy and western individualism without any reference to the 
fact that polygyny and community living were accepted norms among 
the local people.

This study is unaware of other works on this topic. The whole 
question and why people align themselves to different religious 
groupings, especially in urban settings, does not seem to occupy 
the minds of researchers. However, a limited body of literature 
exists that we shall use to give this study some direction.
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For instance, (Lenski, 1963) has noted that religions are all 
the systems of faith by means of which human beings seek to cope 
with the most basic problems of human existence. Due to the core 
of every religious systems, human beings are seldom content to "bet 
their lives” on assumptions which are unsupported by some greater 
authority. Thus, the great majority of human beings turn to others 
for guidance and direction in these matters, thereby, laying the 
foundation for the formation of religious groups. The whole idea 
is that the need or the believer for certainty is but one of the 
forces which give rise to the formation of religious groups. 
Another factor which gives rise to religious groups. Another 
factor which gives rise to religious groups is the desire of men to 
wow out women to propagate their own beliefs though this may not be 
universal. How about the material aspect? Lets look at some of 
the literature by other scholars concerning this idea.

As early as 1940, T.C, Clark had shown some concern on this 
subject. Clark was particularly interested in the material aspects 
of religious affiliation. Referring to Luke Chapter 11:9-11, he 
observes that today's religions not only knock, seek and ask for 
spiritual ideas but they also do so for material gains. In other 
words, the interests legitimated by religion are not confined to 
straight activities, such as spiriticism. At the more personal 
level, what responds to a person's wishes is going to seem more 
plausible than what does not. A person may join a religious 
grouping for a variety of reasons.' These may include; to justify 
a particular pattern of behaviour, to justify a break from parental

7



control, a sign that one has been born in a certain religious 
grouping and simply because the services and the gatherings at the 
religious groupings are appealing.

Hilgers (1966:441) sees a link between religion and socio­
economic growth. He argues that the socio-economic development of 
both an individual and, or the society, can be a function of the 
dominant religious ideology. He sees people and societies 
affiliating to religions that encourage progress in the form of 
qualitative growth and factors of material production. On the role 
of the church is socio-economic development in Rwanda and Burundi, 
Hilgers argues that, religion is these days studied as an 
explanatory factor in economic development. To him, development is 
not only an economic process such as quantitative growth or factors 
of material production, on the contrary, it is also largely 
determined by religion. Welbourn 1965:173 sees a link between 
religious affiliation and one's social background. He feels that 
those with some kind of Christian background or upbringing cease to 
associate with the organized church in urban areas. However, this 
study wishes to disagree with Welbourn on this matter. It is known 
to every religious person that there is a tendency to continue with 
membership in a religious group as a continuous process from the 
village to the urban setting. That is to say, it is a kind of 
tradition that one has set up for himself or herself.

Troeltsch 1931, on the other hand feels that affiliation to 
religious groupings can be a function of socially background. He 
avers that most people are born into religions, rather than being
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converted to them. Religious affiliation therefore, to him tends 
to be formal and institutionalised. He sees the church as an 
institution which embraces the whole nation in a hierarchical 
structure where membership depends on birth rather than conversion. 
Church adherence, thus, tends to be a formal institution through 
objective rites of baptism and confirmation.

One's status within the prevalent social structure has been 
identified as one of the factors that influence religious 
affiliation in urban setting. Taking the example of early 
Christianity, Latourette 1975 argues that in this early period when 
Christianity was primarily urban, the early Christians were mainly 
poor and social rejects. Latourette, in his discussion on the 
social origins of the early Christians asks, From what social and 
economic strata did the first or three centuries religions come.
It is often said that those affiliated with Christianity were 

drawn from the dregs of the freedom.
Christianity has even been described as an incentive and a 

channel for the upsurge of the underprivileged, thus, it was like 
a social movement. The roots of religious beliefs and practices 
lie in the social fabric of society.

Racial and ethnic groupings also appear to have a link with 
people's affiliations to religious groupings. Gallina 1970 notes 
one interesting fact that all the major religions tend to preach 
equality for all, irrespective of race, colour or creed. However, 
this remains a fairly elusive ideal and we continue to see a 
reflection of the majority-minority dichotomy in religious
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organizations. For example, in Kenya, while Islam preaches 
equality and accessibility to all, by and large, it remains a 
coastal and Arab faith and in the upcountry, people have found it 
problematic to accept. In this context, people will align to 
religious organizations in which most of their folks are found.

In its integral vision of reality, Islam tends to identify the 
social conglomerate with the religious group, the community with 
the state and, therefore, it is inclined to formulate rules for 
social life according to its own religious ethnics and laws and to
consider non-moslems as a race apart.

Scholars have also tended to link affiliation to a religious 
groupings with people's level of education. The assumption is that 
religions open- up people's mind so that they not only become 
inquisitive but also critical in thought. Therefore, they choose 
to believe not what is good to believe but what is logical. Any
religion that, therefore, fails the test of truth or that

. • - j -i c dismissed as false end,propagates illogical superstitions,
thus, discarded (Trueblood, 1957).

In the process the more educated members of society affiliate
with the more empirically-oriented religious groupings as opposed 
to the more conservative ones. Some extremists may even see

of the rationalism of scientificism religion altogether m  the foim 01
„ i an occurrence that divorceswhich then become pseudo-religlons/ a

truth from reason completely.
Latourette 

Scholarsticism,

(1975:80), in his discussion on the rise 
states that "an outstanding objective of

of
the
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schoolmen was to ascertain the relationship between faith and 
reason. Is what the Christians believe to have been given by God 
in the long process of revelation, which culminated in Christ 
consistent with reason or are the two contradictory? If they are 
compatible, which should have priority, the faith by which a 
religious person accepts and commits himself or herself fully to 
what has been given as the divine revelation or man's reason on

socio-economic or political aspects.
Turner (1983:1-3) sees religious affiliation simply as a

materialistic enterprise. He argues that religious affiliations
are merely a reflection of economic interest or the psychological

f needs He, therefore, sees people with theexpressions of people s neeas. >

same socio-economic problems conglomerating m  one religious 

grouping as opposed to the others. This suggests that religion can

be "explained away" by demonstrating that religion is y
.n . . ,Qroc,q nr a rationalisation ofreflection of economic interests o

(.uat- t-he two features in thispsychological needs. Turner argues
world which are crucial for the social functions of religion are 
the control of property through the family and the organisation of 
bodies in social space. Thus, a materialistic interpretation of

t • • n . . i_ t-hp centre of social production andreligion locates religion at the c

reproduction.
, . _ affiliation and other cultural andThe relations of religious affiliation a

. .. _ . . (-hat of the economy makes a vast areasocial spheres, for instance, tna
. . . , . _n t-he work of the protestant ethnic isof inquiry. Weber's thesis on tn

r hiF own words (Weber, 1968) . Theso readily available from his

s t u d io
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protestant ethnic was for Weber, an element of major importance in 
the genesis of modern capitalistic development, it was not the only 
element and although no matter how important the agency of human 
affairs in religious ideas may be, those ideas do not operate in 
entire independence of economic and social political circumstances. 
The ascetic protestant ethic has evident affinities with the spirit 
of capitalism and, thereby, with the modern capitalistic order, and 
these affinities are unlikely to be greatly to transform. Weber 
sees religion as a major force in economic drive. His thesis is 
that religion can be a major genesis of economic development. The 
assumption then is that those with drives for economic advancement 
will eventually align themselves towards given religious groupings.

Yinger (1957:9-12) adds that religious affiliations are simply 
the means by which people come together to struggle collectively 
with those ultimate social and economic problems that beleaguer 
human life. Religion to him, therefore, becomes an organized 
effort to make virtue of our ultimate necessities. In his own 
words, he says, "Religion is a system of beliefs and practices by 
means of which a group of people struggle with the ultimate problem 
of human life". He further characterises religion as "an organized 
effort to make virtue of our ultimate necessities."

Louis (1970:134ff) citing Glock, sees affiliation to religious 
groupings as a function of certain class deprivation. He agues 
that people join these movements because of economic deprivation 
(disadvantages involved in differential income distribution within 
a society) and social deprivation (prestige disadvantage). He sees
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people only joining religious groupings that can provide solutions 
to these deprivations to some extent. Religion can relate to 
social and economic stratification in two ways. First, in societies 
with a common ideology, religion can similarly support the 
divisions of society into different social groups with different 
economic statuses.

Second, in societies which support a wide range of religions, 
different strata in societies may be related to different forms of 
religion. In a number of situations, we find that religion 
supports the division of society into groups, membership of which 
is controlled by birth.

Schneider (1952:228) tried to associate some of the religious 
differences between the groups with their relative economic 
situation. There have also been attempts to relate such economic 
differentiation between religious groups to background and 
differing opportunities, especially in education. Economics are 
essential for people to survive and comprise a fundamental human 
activity. Religion is regarded as important in the social 
institution and is, thus, expected to relate to economics in normal
circumstances.

Bourdillon (1990) sees religious symbols as closely associated 
with economic interests in institutions of rapid social change. In 
the Apostolic Church of God, for example, Church roles are directly 
associated with economic activities. Thus, membership in 
Particular religious groupings has materialistic connotations. One 
is economic success which is brought together in the religious
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symbol of a hoped for new way of life to come. The only emphasis 
is that one acquires such wealth through the accepted means. The 
religious grouping to which one affiliates with also determines 
whether the individual abides by the traditional and expensive 
obligations and instead invests his/her saving to greater economic 
output.

Thus, religious ideology helps certain people in their 
attempts to rise economically above other members of the society. 
This, however, is not to imply that people deliberately affiliate 
with religious groups simply out of material self interests. Such 
motivation may be present in certain individual cases. People 
accept such symbols because they seem plausible generally, and the 
material advantages to be gained comprise just one, ill defined 
aspect of this plausibility.

These material interests are the main causes of divisions not 
to mention the ideological differences. Ezekiel (1995) points out 
that schism has also been experienced by the mainline churches 
through the emergence of some lunch hour religious groupings in 
that some people have opted to preach in public places. These 
people deny to associate themselves with the mainline church and 
instead prefer to call themselves non-denominational. This 
particular aspect can be seen as a new phenomenon of renewal in 
that individuals or groups with dissenting views from different 
mainline churches from their own,religious groups. To attract the 
paze of the public eye most of these groups find congenital 
Pulpits" in open places where they are able to compete for support
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and followers, hence, along comes money which is usually the 
target.

Schism, especially in Christian churches, may be due to the 
following factors: First, the evangelists are generally responding 
to Jesus' command in Matthew 28:19-20 of going out and preaching to 
all the nations. Second, the rigid canonical rules in some 
mainline churches, for instance, where some church doctrines forbid 
females from being pastors, or where some members are not allowed 
to be leaders. As a result, some members may feel dissatisfied or 
underutilized. However, after breaking away the doctrines of their 
former churches do not interfere with them. Besides the struggle 
for power, some members have greed for money, thus, they break away 
to form their own religious groupings and in doing so, they are 
able to persuade their followers to contribute some money for their 
daily living.

Another reason for schisms in denominations can be explained 
as a result of a lack of spiritual motivation. Thus, due to the 
monotony in terms of some of the preachings and participation in 
the church and or mosque affairs, some members have felt that their 
denominations are "too boring" and, therefore, they look for those 
other groupings that are lively.

Wilson (1966:73) has observed that those who are adherents of 
folk religions expect members of other ethnic groups to have 
different religious outlook. Therefore, people have a feeling that 
it is natural to affiliate with religious groupings which cater for 
individual's traditional values and norms. Schisms then, may
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relate to the fact that religion is constantly found associated 
with non-religious phenomena.

After all, the only way of living acceptably with God is not 
to surpass worldly mortality in monastic asceticism but solely 
through the fulfilment of the obligations imposed upon the 
individual by his or her position in the world.

Divisions in any society destroys the solidarity and unity. 
However, the role of religion is to serve and uphold this 
solidarity. Catholics and protestants, for instance, have 
different opinions concerning their religious beliefs, consequently, 
they always quarrel with one another. The catholics and 
protestants give respect only to their fellow believers and, thus, 
exclude those who happen not to believe in their respective faiths. 
This discrimination is usually prevalent, for instance, in 
employment, schools, colleges to non-believers.

Thirty three years after independence in Kenya, for instance, 
there is still discrimination in the admission of pupils/students 
to mission schools depending only whether the school is protestant, 
Catholic or Islam. This practice, therefore, does not allow for 
free social interaction which boys and girls of different faiths 
may want to enjoy in order to exchange their views.

On the other hand, due to the divisions in the church or 
mosque the mere choice of a suitable marriage partner is not 
enough. This is because the prospective bride or bridegroom and 
their families have to take into consideration, the particular 
religious groupings to which they belong. Also divisions in
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religious groups has succeeded, to a large extent, in dividing 
Kenya, for example, into denominational areas which have gone 
further to create disunity and what disintegration within the Kenya 
society. For instance, the following article appeared in East 
African Standard, Monday, May 5, 1997/ "Faithful killed in violent 
church clash". It read: "A fifty year old Anglican church faithful 
was yesterday killed and a Pastor seriously injured during a 
violent clash between two rival groups in the trouble torn Maseno 
North CPK Diocese in Lurambi Division Kakamega District: the late 
Muruna Musita was stoned to death by a rival group ..." As the 
situation is today in Kenya, different religious groupings are 
competing for church adherents and this has been a source of 
conflict or rivalry between them. Therefore, the important 
question to be asked is, whose interests do these religious

groupings serve?
Durkheim (1961:53) states "If it is true that man depend upon

his gods, this dependence is reciprocal." He argues that the gods
. t.;i f-hnut offerings and sacrifices, the also have a need for man; without: oiien a

_ j . t M s concept tends to reduce religion to somegods would also die. Tnis
. . . a situation where the gods are concernedkind of utility aspect. A sicudu.u

society in which they particularly with the welfare of the small society
, ^  tn them to ensure their continuingbelong. Offerings are made to tnem
£ has been lost through sin. Thus,favour especially when favou

, , . ^cognizes exists for the benefit andreligion and the god whom it rec g
security of human society.
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healing and bringing to life the dead, he asked those who wished to
i , , • j 3n  they owned and also their familiesfollow him to leave behind all Y

, • orioles However, this emphasis has lostm  order to become his discip
, inrT *-hp Christian community that Jesus founded,its -meaning today among the cnribua

i a a -i e nn economic growth and more equitable Instead, the new emphasis is
, „ -i ust ice. And from the review of thedistribution as a mattei of D
. fol lowinq are evident: available literature; the folio . y

■ •] :3|-i 0n is a function of certain(i) That religious affiliation
socio-economic factors in society.

, this aspect have not received much(ii) That studies of thi f
attention in Kenya.

p can only conclude that theologies of most 
From this, we can y

■ • arouDS are more than trivia generated by
contemporary relig101-13 J

a polities of the current socio-economic 
intact with the hard realitie

that the theology of any religious 
situation. We can suppose - socio-

1 ated residue of responses to
grouping is the accumulated
„ t both past and present.Economic environment,

2 • 2 THEORETlCAXL-OE^ENTKIi^

In the Christian context, when Jesus went around preaching and

CARDINAL UTILITY THEORY that utility can be
.. t school postulaThe Cardinalisu • ^  made for the measurement

t_ • Qĵ g have
>sured. Various sugges c,,aaested that utility can■ _ts have suggosi-
this utility. Some economi
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easuied m  monetary units by the amount of money the consumer 
18 WllUn9 to sacrifice for another unit of a commodity. others 
suggested the measurements of utility in subjective units, called 

These economists (among whom Alfred Marshall has figured 
Prominently) have become known as Cardinalists.

When a good is consumed, the consumer presumably derives some 
benefits or satisfaction for the activity.

Assumptions:

^  Rationality - The consumer is rational. He/she at the
maximisation of his/her utility subject to the constraint 
imposed by his/her given income.

li) Cardinal utility - The utility of each commodity is 
measurable. Utility is a cardinal concept. The most 
convenient measure is money: the utility is measured by 
the monetary units that the consumer is prepared to pay 
for another unit of the commodity.

U i Constant Marginal Utility of Money. This assumption is 
necessary if the monetary unit is used as the measure of 
utility The essential feature of a standard unit of 
measurement is that it be constant. If the marginal 
utility of money changes as income increases (or
decreases) the measuring rod for utility becomes like an

nnrnoriate for measurement, elastic ruler, mappropria
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Diminishing marginal Utility. The utility gained from 
successive units of a commodity diminishes. In other 
words, the marginal utility of a commodity diminishes as 
the consumer acquires larger quantities of it. This is 
the axiom of diminishing marginal utility.

The total utility of a "basket of goods" depends on the 
quantities of the individual commodities.

The whole idea about this theory is that different commodities 
Can satisfy different human wants. Any commodity which can satisfy 
any human want has utility. The quality of that commodity which 
satisfies any human want is called its utility, for example, food 
Can satisfy our hunger.

This theory is also applicable to religious situations. it 
Cah assist us in understanding or explaining why different people 
affiliate with different religious groupings. This also goes in 
fine with the socio_6Conomic determinants of religious affiliation. 
Human beings choose their religious groupings rationally and ensure 
that their needs and wants are adequately satisfied.

Scholars, such as Karl Marx, have pointed out the need to
st<->dy the material bon d of religion in order to understand the 
V i s i o n  concept properly. Religion here is a commodity that is 
CaPable of offering satisfaction in the form of security especially

failed in the Process of exPlaining there science has
pSv . if we look at the functionalychol0gicai dissatisfaction.
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analysis, as detailed by Durkheim and Radcliffe Brown, there is an 
assumption that institutions are maintained because they serve to 
mamtain the society as whole. People will, therefore, affiliate 
with those religious groupings that offer maximum spiritual and 
material benefits while those that do not meet the expectations of 
consumers (i.e. faithful) may end up collapsing.

Therefore, the behaviour of individuals in a particular socio- 
ec°nomic setting will follow a similar pattern. In a consumer 
society, credibility is reinforced by attractiveness. Thus, people 
belonging to a certain class will affiliate with the religious 
Rouping that to them is rational.

For instance, from the analysis the most plausible explanation 
is that the Catholic Church is a mass movement that accommodates 
People from diverse socio-economic backgrounds. In Catholicism, 
the praise of poverty, as a condition more conductive to the 
Realization of spiritual values in this life and the bliss of 
heaven throughout eternity has been a major theme until recently.

Conversely the Free Masons accommodate only the affluent 
People in society while the C.P.K (Church of the Province of Kenya)

ls middle class followers.
. , -rpliaion can be defined simply as aFrom this analysis, reny

oil . , , a i r i nrr their own individual interests,action of individuals seeking tnen
1aV1'hv different institutions acquire societies develop in complexity,

if(. . ,Hon and groupings. People will,Lfferent types of organisation
, • ,.q affiliations depending on theSrefore, change their religious at

mavit-al pressures, as well as 'rement in their incomes, marit

21



ironmental dictates. Thus, people with low income tend to 
affiliate with religious groupings which permit members of the 
lower income strata a greater participation in the fruits of the 
Productive process and vice versa.

Durkheim, who was searching for the origins of religion, 
Proposed that two objects of religious veneration was not a god but 
a society itself and that the mission of religion was to inculcate 
those sentiments necessary for the society's survival (Durkheim, 
1961) .

2-3 FUNCTIONALISM
The main proponent of this theory was Bronislaw Malinowski. 

This theory was concerned with the cultural system (society) and 
how it works. The basic premise is that in any given society there 
are certain cultural traits which contribute to the functioning of 
the entire society. The functionalists see the society as 
comprising of interrelated parts which function m  an 
interdependent fashion. If one malfunctions, the rest of the

society is impaired.
Malinowski argues that human beings everywhere share certain

biological and social needs in societal institutions so that the

ultimate function is to fulfil 
This theory can also apply 

is  ̂cultural institution that 
and cultural phenomena.

these needs.
to the religious factor. Religion 
human beings use to explain social
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People in a society will, at least, affiliate with one 
religious grouping in order for them to give meaning to their lives
■c
r without religion, there is the feeling that something is 

lacking. This is because religion is conceived to cover huge areas
Q f ,

social life and economic aspects. For instance, the details of 
a woman's dress may come in for criticism couched in religious 
berms, and specific dissatisfaction with any socio-economic 
a}- rangement s eventually become religious protests.

In this connection, we should have a glimpse of the effects of 
religion on society or other social institutions. The question 
here may be what are the functions of a religious institution? In 

this case, a little reflection can be directed at the relationship 

between ritual and magic. Ritual is very often performed for a 
Material motive, in order to reassure human beings who are always 
faced with sickness, hunger^pain and cold. In the aiea of sickness 
and healing there is a correlation between a person s psychological 
state and his/her bodily health. Because of this, religious rites 
which provide calm and confidence or which in other ways help to
resolve personal problems, can be efficacious m  healing. Healing

, t ,.avq do achieve what those performingrites often, though not always, uo
M TT 1 mrr ri t-es often, though not always, dothem hope to achieve. Healing nLes
a , . ,-n̂ m hone to achieve. Healing is aachieve what those performing them hope
m ot-ress and anxiety as this is them°re general way of coping with stress
. , nr.rtices. Many people resort toldea behind most religious practic

effgion when in trouble, £°l

Ui

tance, those who are terminally
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Religious practices and beliefs provide the reassurance and 
comfort of knowing that a solution to problems is forthcoming. 
Other rituals are performed to achieve specific social effects.
rp i
ney are explicitly concerned with social relations for instance, 

rites that mark transition of people from one state to another at 
keY points in their lives. Ritual communicates the social 
rec°gnition of the event and the formal ritual underlines the event 
as solemn and sacred.

Religion helps to unite a society and provides a means for 
becoming aware of and expressing societal issues. In a society 
with common religious beliefs and practices, social cohesion as 
Well as integration are important in maintaining the solidarity of 

the group.
The French sociologist, Emile Durkheim in his two works: 

"Primitive classification" and "Elementary forms of religious life" 
bas pointed out that religion cannot be explained in terms of the 
feelings and logic of individuals but it should be explained in 
terms of the society in which it occurred (Durkheim, 1965:59) . The 

individuals who compose a group feel themselves united with each 
°ther by the simple fact that they have a common faith. According
to Psychological investigations, a11 human beings can be described

beings can be described as being mqu isitive or curious. Humans

h i-hpir developed brain and ability to Progressed as a result of Lhen
SqI _ . . e beliefs often provide a way of

0 i v e  n m h l P . , .  Religious belie
events. They also provide a

Ve problems. Religious belie

Plaining problematic or puzzling
*
tamework within which people can

make sense of events around them
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However, in modern societies, science has largely taken over
this function, but in traditional African religion, religion was
Central to understanding the world is which they lived. Religious 
"1 'eiiefs are important as they provide powerful support for the 

things that people believe should or should not be done.

Therefore, religion functions to legitimize prevailing socio- 
ec°noinic conditions.

This study is of the opinion that religion persists because it 
has important functions. It does or is believed to satisfy

desires.
Motivation is the independent variable in leligious

Affiliation and religion produces or maintains ceitain kinds of 

s°cietal relation (Spiro, 1968:118).

2.4 HYPOTHESES 
GENERAL HYPOTHESIS:
Religious affiliation is a 

factors.

function of certain socio-economic

SPECIFIC HYPOTHESES:
•„ _n urban setting is determined1. Religious affiliation m  an urea

r o e-it-ion of the congregation, by the level of educal
2. Religious affiliation 

members.

determined by the wealth of its

The size of religions grouping 

of schisms within the gioup

determines the occurrence
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CHAPTER THREE

3 •1 BACKGROUND i n f o r m a t i on o f t h e study area
Nairobi, the capital city of Kenya, lies on the Western 

Sec'tion of the Athi Kapiti Plains and at the foot of the Kikuyu 

highlands, some 14 0km south of the equator and 480km form the Kenya 
C°ast . It is located at an attitude of 1700m above sea level.

This study was carried out between the months of January and 
March, 1997. Nairobi was chosen because of the convenience as well 

as time limitations. Also, Nairobi consists of people from all 

Wal ks of life with different religious backgrounds. Due to its 

heterogenous nature, people tend affiliate with different religio

Roupings due to their diversity.
This study was conducted within the city environs (se 

1) and it looked at the following religious groups. Nairob 
Pentecostal Church - Valley Road, Chrisco Church Fellowship - 

8'4-4. Building of the University of Nairobi, St. Paul s 
C»urch - state House Road and Camia Mosque - City centre. In the

lt:y, men and women of many e
thnic groups crowd together and these

 ̂ started most seriously to face new
19ious groupings have Su

sPonsibilit les .
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JAMIA M OSQUE

J „ it, Mosque is s,tested is id. city cents.- Sec the

splendour! This is the -sque .her. d.rrobi.n. convert,, on Prsdsys
„0,lat» or ritual prayers can be said

fr, z\t- nt-her times "Salattor prayers. At otnex
„ faithfuls have to go to the mosque anywhere but on Friday at noon, faithf

for public service.
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ST PAUL7 S CATHOLIC CHURCH

St . Paul's Catholic 

Road. The day of worship 
early in the mornings and

Church is situated along, State 
Sunday. Other day services are 

for those who wish
is
m the evenings

House
held
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C H R I S C O F E L LOWSHIP CHURCH

This is not a church building as such. It is the inside of a
i 0 Q Ure Hall of 8.4.4 building in Nairobi University. Chrlsco
Fei i°wship church faithfuls meet here on Sunday foi theii worship
It •

L  is n  .a revival grouping.
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NAIROBI PENTECOSTAL CHURCH

sively decorated church, i
Qf the niost expen t church.

iis is one of . a protest-;a and thisl i eV R°s<̂;d along valiey

t is
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3 • 2 RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
In conducting this research, the author used both library and

field research. Library research consisted of documentary
Materials both published and unpublished, such as books, journals
Hi'r, , j n^uicnsnprs This method was useful indissertation, theses and newspapers.
nKf- • • , . j on the subject of study as well as theStaining some basic data on tne su^j
re levant theoretical orientation.
Questionnaires and interview schedul

Field research consisted of

*3 SAMPLING METHOD
h ,aue which was used in this study

The sampling techmq
, . , formants was base

wasnpling technique which was -
, „he informants was based on the following

andom. The selection o considered by the researcher to
* t~ c u?ho W0i ̂Lteria: those informan ligious groupings during the

. various re y
quite frequent m  formation about their socio-

0 to gi^®ldy, those who were ao attendance and couldse this regula1
^omic backgrounds beca , informants who met the

So all
found during f o U ° w upS' u Gf being selected. The^nal chancep.. . . •_ had equ Qf the daily lives-Owing criteria, _ ^ e  aspectsj most oi• f. • . covered fifty people. It'tionnaire mainly c o  consisted of c x z  y  f

The samp e s because 0f time
-uese adherents. ^ Sample than

a l^rge t-n maintain a gendered difficult to have waS made to
traints. A deliberate a
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3.4 DATA COLLECTION METHOD
In all cases, questionnaires and interview schedules 

2̂ . _ . , . _ r-nnuprsal' inn. The
were usedin all cases, questionnaires ciuu “v'“--

guide in developing a free conversation. The research,
therefore, attempted to create rapport with the respondents by

„ i-y,# re searcher to look like one of introductions and also making the researc
,, h , for further probing questions asthem. This relaxed the atmosphere tor

i -j t - U Q interviews with the respondents the discussion progressed. All the in
„ =>q t-his was the time when most Were conducted after the services

1Jnious groupings were very alert and
respondents affiliated to iel 9Dur.ng the field research, all the
cheir recall abilities sharp-11 b . ere conducted in Kiswahili or
lnterviews and any other disc ^  ^  widely used in the city as
^n9lish because these two 1 9 dually accepted as national
Well as the fact that these are actua

*anguages.

3-S Me t h o d s o f D A T A ^ M * ^ 15 statistics have been used
---------- - descriptlVT i c simpxe .M Hve method of dataIn data analysis, » Quantitative

to 9enerate f l u e n c y  d,u.

„ S used so ch,e couW «
u„ce aspeCtS , in describing and6 composed of all those waS used

h , Utative cQ religious affiliation.r hand, quality ,nq topertain1"9 hic analysis brought
S°ussing the data P th ethnog P r m i n a n t s  of

QUfl with in'd P economic determinants of
U t a t i v e  techniq^ soci°'eC°t0 aspect or setting as Nairobi

surface the *sP urban *e
t«i ■ . - i n  s u C

t^ious affiliatl°n
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3 •6 l i m i t a t i o n s  o f t h e  r e s e a r c h

Owuor (1996) has pointed out that field survey i

witho

s rarely

ut problems or challenges. He argues that one does not

aPProach an almost complete stranger expecting to ask personal
Religion isÛest • • i i,, cpnsitive issuestons about potentially sel— _ — _ L

• -in t-hp society that is held Ssr>sitive in that it. is an institution m  the
in

the

to questioning.
a«e and fear, thus, not subject

, Hie respondents to establish trust in
it was difficult to get tl • ..r.vmni-inn WlllmaiV.

Re
fu

research and t 

sPondents, and especi

■ rina information willingly. 
u accept giving

1 iv the hey ones "ho consisted laiJ-Y __

the press. Thus, they were

of the research and, therefore, showed 
ctioning/ were suspicious o  ̂ researcher for a

UtM . . t j c.ipate. They t0°
e Willingness to Pal

°Ul'nalist out to tarnish then n°-- their members in the
UnWilU n g  to allow the researchei to red by this, she
st- r& r  was nOL
"“U  The researcher, ^ t K  research ent.il.i an<J

Co che respondenrr •■> « »  gro„Pr„gs.
that -  tarnish . ^lowe

rhf
’-here was no attempt to

tesPondents then rel
a little bit

axed a

and, therefore, allowed

r̂it-hly income of 
qUestioning to go °n ' sSess th6 H
1,- .v hard 93 want to reveal the
 ̂ was also very did i^ r them

lU s .

, q l - v researcher that even
nts because nl°s L ie

n enou9
and

. „  inf°rm
'̂.i i _ i H eOne was bold

to
itiuo

„ he earned. By h money ne

Wlfe had no knowledge
*1

able to predict his

the * * * *  Wa" ^xassified the place
, 3 a L ) ^ r c J -a

ing where he iejJ . res®31 -ons, was able to
class. For instant- C* oCher <Jue

i „ sev®1
lves and by asking

St ions, wal

n f
° J . stUUlE'

Of zlatt'



aPproximate the income of the respondent.
Other respondents were very reluctant to participate because 

they believed that religious factor should never be questioned
because being religious has nothing to do with anything in the
. rt.rr,hprs have no business in it.World but a call from God. So researchers
T, , , UD resampling the religioustherefore, the researcher ended up
9r°upings. ., rhe research in that some aspects

Ihese limitations affect e no data were collected on
°f the research had to be omitted e  ̂ imDact on the
th

îhdi
em- However, these linutat 

ngs.

h,d little impact on the ions naa
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CHAPTER FOUR

4,1 ^ ^ presentation, analysis and HYPOTHECS teSTTKO.

age of respondents
The study interviewed people whose age ranged from less t \  

Vears to over 65 years.

It
18 to

was found that 62% of the respondents were in the range of
33 years of age while those between 34 to 40 ,c0n .  ̂ years

^ituted 28%. Those over 49 years were 6% while on] v 4°. ba-j 1  ̂ were
years of age.
the above table, 94% of the respondents are young, that

' they are less than 4 9 years of age. This implies that
0ritV of church goers are young. This fact is explained in part
th mere majority of this age grouping m  urban areas since they 

en9aged wither as workers, labour immigrants, job seekers
°01

and
in9 population
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IABLp op ====4 =f^___CROSS TABULATION: AGE V. CHURCH OF WORSHIP
page

< 18 18-33 3 1-49 5 0-65 >65 X? 0 H 0 rr

Jhur^h^S Catholic ] 0 1 - - 12
2 4.0

Lhrisco Church 1 8 3 - - 12
24 . 0

°a,aia Mosque - 9 2 1 - 12
24 . 0

Pe“tocostal - '' 8 1 - 14
28.0

CoiUmn Total
So5=P̂ r=======̂ ____________

2
4 . 0

8 1
0 2 .0

14
28 . 0

2
4 . 0 1

2 .0
50
100 . o

Pi imary data " J

prom
^tw'sen

this study, out of the 31 respondents whose age rainged
years 10 of them have affiliated with St. Pau]

V i c
18-33 - s

c Church, while only 4 respondents have affiliated with 
°bi ^ntecostal Church. 8 of the respondents have affiiiated

With chriSCo Church and 9 respondents belong to Jamia Mosque.
, . Pr°"i observations in the above table, we can deduce that a 

°f association between age and membership to a relig ious

> i n 3 has emerged It could also be said that young people
^8 _  ... ____ n = o „_____________ ,

m

llS Study affiliate with a religious grouping has emerged. It 

^  als« be said that young people in this study affiliate

feli9iou. . f |-heir choice, but as they grow oldgrouping of Lntu xa
Vlj

with

has alLati°ns diminish as can be observed in Table 2. it aiSo
ob)S . slight diffeience in the number ofserved that their is a slJ-y ot
Pe< 1o 33 years that have affiliated with ' -°Ple aged between 18-31 y with

le cliff . ^roupings: St. Paul's Catholic, Chriscoitferent religious group
t-h a can be explained in part by the fact

a Jamia Mosque. 11 _ i ~ A m t ho carno r-i ̂ _ ntl*is study ha,

;que .
, ,r that people in the same social classfound out
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. ,-hnqp religious groupings that aretend to affiliate with those ).ei y
. Young people are mainly not wellconsistent with tneu clas •

u fr,rp may remain in their original established in life, theiefor ,
rel. . . , a timP when they establish themselves inReligious groupings tî l a

, i _ rniP of religion among racial life. Young (1937) is explaining the role
i n.nhpd States observed the following: arid ethnic sub-groups in the . Ar^ v religion serves is that of That one function which a minority

ot-nrus and its discriminatory Conciliation with inferior stati
therefore, is a social mechanism forconsequences. Religion, tneLe essential to the institutional

Enforcing the sentiments mo
•̂ tegration of the society-K rved that many young people go to St. 

However, it has been obs
aul's Catholic Chur
?his
CK Catl be exPlained bY DOpulacion among Che faithfuls
*P« and, therefore, the largest pop
University Students who aie youngrsxty btu these young people grow
mv, , „lBr> been that,The trend has also

,oA to other religious groupings.Ch as compared to
that St. Paul's is a Universitythe fact

they establish their
certain social classes. Somecnexx roots m

. .A11S groupings frequently, an othersfint- 1 iQlOUS ygo to these compatible with theire ̂ roupings that a
ert to those religlOU to 4 9 years affiliationsrang® 01’ds- Thus, in the next ag
■̂sai

is Still a member of Stone respondent
respondents are members of Nairobilse. For instance,

V ] ,  ,hile 8s Catholic Church ts as found out during thee 8 respondents,
ec°stal Church. These drive to their place

V er . -n the sense that
views, are wealthy in , earn good money. This
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m r n m M i ; qll1 in protestantism tradition“ay imply that; the spirit of capitalism t

has not ceased .
• . m q ^ - 144) noted that "so many wealthyFor inst anee, Schneidei \ *

entoln . t. oc.(- nnt. SO that religious disputes therePi oyer s m  Roven we re piouus
of

P̂ olet

has

. .na_Q c-truqgle between a catholic 
ten resembled an econo’.i- c ■ ■cl“ '

ariat and a protestant bouigeoisic
i .. Q aaed between 18 to 33 years and Jamia Mosque lias 9 respondents age

two people in the age i
Of f V.Sequent mosque attendance

r A t-n 4 9 years. This is a sign ange of 34 tc . y

Pv f- he young as compared to those

34 years old. Anot’nc
is L̂ e day the research was con 

lday, when ritual prayer ->

ran be attributed to this, r factor that ecu
ted t he research was conducted on 

be conducted anywhere else.

V ver
’ on Friday all the

, pvnected to attend ritualfaithfuls axe e..p

*9e

rs m  the mosque at no number of adherents in the
finally, chrisco Church has qui

ran9e of 18 to 33 years.
i i ntmrviews revealed that in depth inter

This,-.̂  ^nurch iVM
O Church is a revival grouping

'lth
:oc young due to their
1 a 1■ Upheavals. One t e-’Pc

and that it is very popular 

. i . ..,, especially in the face of
,ir vulnerabrU Y

a I-hat this religious groupondent argued that
eSp ‘ to his former religiousiritual as compare

hurch offers a new power in life.

t conversion and his testimony 
, vlCt date of

able to quote the exa a new perspective. it
iai n v  seen Goa

v, that he had actua- ce of the fellowship,
s f owerful rnfiue

h °Und that under the P things" and their spare
V -  frGm "woii(Uy

Noting people turn bac _ . ai" matters. Adherents in
11 (T1 y~ \ i l l -

-^nificantly most spit1 

„ N  'Catholic). To him, this c

•v

^  . -i to
S 9iven almost wholly

Spit



this religious grouping participate in organised fellowship that 
assure them of the spiritual relief from their burdens and 
elimination oC despair through their belief in God. This is m  

c°ntrast to other mainline religious groupings which do not give
much attention to individual needs yet the essence of religious
eyn„ • • r,.™„ the limitation of our petterxPerience is the redemption fiom cne
individual lives and the mystic unity

are part .

ith a larger life of which

level PTTT TGIOUS AFFILIATION OF EDUCATION AND RELIG
itv an increasingly important role

Educational institutions p
socialisation of an individual.

be social and economi  ̂ t-he ladder and identify 
Cation allows an individual to move up

n v  happens in an open class society, 
another class This usually P the game opportunities to
ehya, for ex_mDie people have abou°r example, y  prestige. A university
irp» .-ac power aneconomic resoui , an individual to move
ati • aspect in aiding a*

°n has been a major become "resocialized"
^  ■ r1ass persons may
cial class. Lower ,-hem from their parents

he ,j . , which separates
University level/ gbills, speech, attitudes

iiv learn the
ables them to gradually laSS they with to join.

. of the hign
ners, characterise

• p £ f ect•two tables to this whether one has gone to
rhe question or

first table is on f education.
p , s  level or

the second on °nand
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^ L E 3 .  g o n e t o  s c h o o lp-- * v-i X'
TO SCHOOL FREQUENCY PERCENT CUMULATIVE PERCENT

4 1 82.0 82.0
NO 9 18.0 1.00.0
ljOTAL_ 5 0 100.0 100.0
°̂Ur ce : p r i ma ry d a t a

rr t-hP respondents have had some kindTable 3 shows that 82% of the
Of r „ . , formal education background,formal education while i8% bad no foLmai

T fhat the number of people affiliatedTbe study lias found out tha
t-o the social structure inreligious groups responds stio g

F npoole with higher education, 
s°ciety. There is a tendency of peopi

le occnpations to affiliate with
r incomes and more respon. . . B.,ch as religious groups much 

— « h“ ' 5UC' . Th.». ^

with 

’’igh

h

■lQI organizat loncif Tuoco nonnl ̂ ̂ three factors. These people
an people with less ,tional membership as theyorganizau j-

niore time to be involved i h hand, those without a , on the otncf
, c<luired enough wealth ^cnonsible occupations

. • r*nines and more resp
^ education, higher in etting enough to eat and
 ̂hy- such as g®

^  e~°ccupied with problems aCCounted for the fact that

3S f Of
f°r jobs, thus, this may kind of formal education.
^be peoole intervi6

wed had some
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TABLE 4: LEVEL OF EDUCATIONi . U1L V JDU Wi.
EDUCATION FREQUENCY PERCENT CUMULATIVE PERCENT

n/a 9 18.0 18.0

p r i m a r y l e v e l 7 14 . 0 32.0

Lower s e c i.f.v e t, 17 34 . 0 66.0

OPPER SEC T FVFT. 4 8.0 74.0

■J^^yERSITY 13 ___ 26.0 100.0_____________ __

boTAL SO 1 00 . o 100.0

Primary fiat:.a
rp K 1 ,h1t most respondents have had a lowerTable 4 indicates that

. . n ̂  t-hnqe who had a University ~ /-34%) while tnose wn /hdary school education
eau. . . ... raanondents stated that they h

£

Nation 
°ttna]. 
uf*Per

school education 0 , , ,indents stated that they hado , qs, nf the respondents
were 26*. - ° - ary education and 8% had. . 14% had P 1 inicuy

tion at all while

Dur
secondary education. Lurches, as represented by
ing the interview P10’ those usually attended by

emerged aS
Pentecostal Churc , . waS probably because

._n level- Th'S
„ e with higher educati • nt-Pllectual liturgy that
V P e have a more mtel
. stant religious groups another point is thatD1 rual community.
W a Usible to the intellect in one's religious

olayed a rinfluence could have t ^  ^  the importance of one's

^ iUati°n and alS° WS Cann0t ^ c e  of the Place of worship, 
^ily .. . in the choi ^.t-holic Church, asy of socialisation ^  the Catnoi±

It , ~ averred 1 ^t could also be
^  t- hoi

*s Wni it has created anFor instanc ,
1. _ . holds fhp

a  t ha >-errec replenished with old
lic church, r

*«.« by st. Paul's . „„ lor.qes .ppr.=i.t«i
1 ; c cnuis--athoi1 longer appreciated

which are
. dogmas it has created anl0ns and catechistic . ..,-ance,----- For J-ns’1'• r^ists* ^vn^tural holds the
^lightened educate ^  che sUp

. . , ,he spil‘itUain which the
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ThisPrimacy in the hierarchy of temporal and internal values.
lc*ea may fail to internalize values that are presumably conducive

worldly success and actually fail to achieve superior socio-
ec°nomic status. Therefore, education increases options and
Sensitises the individual to the various religious groupings. In
Reference to Argyle (19  6 9 )  , we see some comparisons with the views
 ̂this study on the impact of education. In his woik on Religious
êhaviour, he reports on the correlation between socio-economic
St*tus, education and involvement with the church. In his
Cô cluding remarks, he argues that the more schooling one has had, 
tha m̂ore religiously one becomes.

Jj
2 wealth and religious affiliation

Wealth, as mentioned in this study, is measured in terms of 
inc°me per month, place of residence and means of transport to the

e °f worship (see table 5 below)
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This table shows that most of the respondents (44%) had an 
lncome of less than 5001, while only 4% had an income ranging 
between 20,001 - 250 00. The study showed that a majority of those 
arning less than 5001, walks or catches a bus to their places of 
Worship are affiliated with Chrisco fellowship church whereas those 
earning over 25000, mainly drives to their places of worship, and 
Uve in high income e s t a t e s ,  a r e  affiliated with Nairobi 
^ c o s t a l  Church. The reason why the wealthy are in Nairobi 
P o s t a l  Church vary from individual to individual as revealed

^  this study.
^filiations may be due to individual psychological motivation

, ,'nnq For instance, one respondent ra religious social relations.
joined Nairobi Pentecostal Church s interviewed said that j

'Sea,,., .. ,-hpre with a friend, he knew thenUse the first time he went there

or
%
b

that-
*ti(}
tap.

the 
he.

was no other
therefore, opted

,larp for him. He felt so welcome better place
for this place and left his former

Iloilo • u • e ^ s e  Catholic.Us group, m  his cas , 
m nn!- . economically well off as
hose in Chrisco Church are

V r e d  • Nairobi Pentecostal Church although therewith i-hncp in Nait^co
^  So . „ church has a distinct ethical and

0nis revealed that Chrisco chu
V  °y°9ical characterj. = ' . ms in whichitself in emotional terms,

Chrisco o.-
• istics that corresponds to the needs of t e 

■tself in emotional terms, in which 
It largely expresses i ^  feelings rather than

 ̂ f ITSV  ^°htanei.ty and energy
V ,  reed are regarded

to an abstract
a s the test of

s genuineness.Pc bracket have m a m
°Ple in the low income

ly affiliated with



, j.t has been foundival movemen . -
Ch •• church because being a rev  ̂^  primary ^  ^
I1SCO t have characteristics ^  CathoUc, Islam

b, to, study to us t h w  „,i„l,
oee„na.ry ootI,«)bl„., are impersonal. sort chem our Pand Protestant ar - e them t contributes

nronps and 1 undoubtedly
Preach to large g „• riSco ChU1 „_sts among thet ,d that c m  interests
This study has revea „unity and S . =mall groups,nse of oommunr ^  meet in small 9
toward a strong se . ». s member the group-

^nanized 1 ^hesiveness or
followers. it has organ1 u^e al̂ ll̂ *̂t . ~nd reintox strata have
^tce, complementing c the l°w , separate as

^,oople x '̂ rtrive ana
the idea is that these  ̂ that is dlStl leveUing- That
^th Chrisco Church ns a gl° iai and economr s0cial

m wa!ds ^ardless 01
lt suggests aspinati°n -j_ equal re

to i®
*S| all members aj:e ma , Aissa-t-i-8^ ^
* enabl®d the

1,88 de „ o » « » » »  "  ’
Religious u s b U *  1 W  °“n

N m ent of the society to ®s ^  needs- that wealth
lts specific spirit^ 31 and haS emer9ed th other factors

»— • ^ i i o i u .
^ » i „ e s  reiigi°us a„d bi«* “ “  ^ g i g  i"V  . nuences 3 people wor by their

as group in  ̂ most ^ . nf xuen°e
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SCHISMS IN RELIGIOUS GROUPINGS
Schisms rp f 0 i"s (10 stironcj disscjjssrnsnL especially in 3 

religious organization ovsr doctrines, in which one group stops 
recogni2ing the authority of the other. We find that divisions in 
religious grouping have succeeded to a large degree in dividing 
this country into denominational areas which have gone further to 
Cteate disunity and disintegration within the Society.
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One respondent interviewed from St. Paul's Catholic Church believed 
that the mass in Catholic is not a means of producing an effect but
it iis
sacrif

something objectively worthwhile in itself the mysterious
ter--.ice on the cross of God; miraculously repeated upon the al 

^  contrast to the Protestant who aim at inducing some desired mood 
0r belief in the mind of the worshipper. He, therefore, pointed 

that he only believes in his Catholic faith while all the otherOut
reliaiicfious groupings are false.groupings are l c u^ .

A n  • , ■ Doni-pcostal Church pointed out that theA Pastor in Nairobi Pentecobteu
Way Catholic Church recruits, Crains and commissions its own
Pers°nnel and its method of cultivating discipline and respect for
V e r i t y .  He argued that Chis aspect in Catholic Church can be
®quat0a _ , • Tit-ary To him, in this day and age, it^ated to that to the military.
1S all wrong and, thus, not favourable.

c*ht
9o(jl

-■-‘-'w'ny ctiica / t- ,

rp catholic and the other one Protestant,Two respondents, one Cathol
-i nn <5 of attending each other's 6 interviewed on the impressions oi

he protestant Church Service seemCh- To the Protestant,
, . evangelical worship appears

astic while to the Catholic, the
Sss
As

, _  in Jamia Mosque, ideological
for seven responden

4iff . reiigious grouping. Those affiliated
fences caused schisms m  rei y . . . .

With
ences caused schisms —  „ „ r.te with
th . . felt that they could not co-opera

6 SunnilCe group . . .... i^c i-tipoloay was the best,Sunniite group bhplieved that its theology was the best
t Utes. Each group annt a long beard am
’US

S

rtes. Each group long beard andfor instance, spot a ior y

8.SUMtl°r' The SUn"l.tes a„  aTso conservative in the
do not. Sunn, M long, to only the

that, they believe tha
48



tribe of Mohammed - Qurayash, whereas the Shiites believe that the 
Caliphate should belong to all the descendants of Prophet Mohammed. 
s«ch have been a cause for dissatisfaction, thus, endless wars over

who bears the true religion.

Comme:
the true religion.

r irt-inn has been cited as anothe ircialization of religion nas
of jiffsrpnces. Some religious

r cause
0 , . , . Hi fferences. Some religious groupsschism besides ideological diiterei

.Up HoiV Books in conformity withs®t forth interpretations 
major economic interests.sir economic interes

. nninted out that divisions in the church r (1954), has pointed
hav. u r ^ . p n h l v  by the direct and indirect

c been
Neibuhihr (1954) , has pointeu

• a more frequently by the direct and indirectoccasioned more
operat.. . r ,ors This implies that these economic

ation of economic factor
Op, . fnr the rise of new religious

may supply the £°r
religi°us value.Pln9s without determining , ,

„ . relation to this commercial aspect
S°ngs have been composed

Of the chorus, "Na Makamsa yetu
■*-igion instance/

W  . Hunia, dunia imeisha" (Today's church
Wa ni biashara, Jamani

W  h ,he world is finished) .
- me a business, oo ^  that some evangelists
UrinS this study, * offerings or tithes without

0HMUaded th6ir liStenSrS C° . le that the offer was for
V  nin9 its use' bUC °n more open to the congregation. He

However, one preacher was foo<J and ciothes, so that
-p T andlord/ r fl, f°r money to pay his ..Cleanliness is next

* Wrj, , He added tnau _ _
L ld be fit for God's woi • those necessities
Horn ■ ,^st for money to buy

^ liness," thus, his req
- k e  one clean- objective that the size of

study has ruled out
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religious grouping determines the occurrence of schisms within the 
9toup. The study found the causes of schisms as follows* 

Commercialization of religion, ideological differences, increased 
Population in the country and leadership wrangles.

benefit of affiliations
O'dea (1956) sees the role of religion as that of assisting 

hu"ian beings to adjust to the three brute facts of life: 

Contingency, powerlessness and scarcity.. This tells us that 

Pe°Ple have a reason as to why they adhere to religious groups, 

study came up with the following results.
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ro che social solidarity that
.. hment) accrue to t

derive spiritual n o u n  religi°us seriousness
als, the sense

accompanies religious 1 L L  ̂ ^  women/men and the effects of the
and obligations that sti l9  ̂ embody goodness. These people
belief in invisible bei* 9' " * -vileged status as on God s
believe that they enjoy ^  will.
r̂ presentatives and mtei P haS a lack of strategy as

O' dea (1956) argues that world but does not concern
only promises similar comfort m  *n° ^  therefore, is an

_ here on earth.
itself with creating on

f rhe peopie•
Elusion, a creation °
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sometimes on a discri minatory basis by religion. For instance, 
Islamic organizations have a tendency of employing Muslims while 
^otestant churches calls upon those who belong to their church.

The idea of telling applicants of a job to have a signature of 
Parish priest is also a sign that one has to belong to a 

Particular religious grouping to have access to various roles. 
Individuals then get their identity from the ideological positions 
to V/hich they adhere to.

The t ̂ j f-hat in all ages, human beings study has also revealed that
v nerformance of religious actions or that by proper Pel
. . • riomp cinecific benefits

Avfnrinance or religious e hoped that by proper peiformance
they „ould obtain .0 -  specific b.n.fits: Health and

children to carry on their line - “ rial well b«i"3
^issio , after death to a paradise, or inverselySl°n of their souls alte
Meac, . nf personality from the round of9se by the extinction of Per

r'Carnation . onn]P with higher education, 
There is also a tendency that people 

hi9her • nonsible occupations are persuaded into
incomes and more respo. cionai oeoberehrp »nch as religioua Hronpa -oh

organizational

^han those without. . a
, out that religious schism

s also been foun religious groupings have
. . nivisionsm  religion. denominational!M Hn dividing Kenya into den

ed to a large degree disintegration_ r-reate disunity and disn
Which have gone further to

n society. it may not be too
r». . We can argue
lven these findings th - which it has, rhe function torbef_ . .. ioosss tn^tore religion ^°

common
ha

hon



Previously served. A Religion is a unified system of beliefs and 
Practices relative to sacred things.

But looking at the line by which most religious groupings have 
tâ en, that is, they are necessarily producing both industry and 
r̂ugality# and these produces riches. And so as riches increase, 
win pride, anger and love of the woild in all its branches.

s-2

the
-^ --------------- --

morality and law, part of the compl s°cial machinery, as aie morau-t-y ^ ^
em 1 ' ’ " 1

° ^ r l y,

~ **■* 1 X J- X j / “
u , , • -re enabled to live togetherLem by which human beings are eiww ^

1MPLICATTQNS and recommendations 
Religion, being a social phenomena, is an essential part of

“ex 
in an

a _ * corial relations. Religion should address-. arrangement of sociur
. . .w oains legitimacy in society,aspects of life so that it g a m s  it=a

D . . . . „ ehould, therefore, address, amongReHgious functionaries shouia,
°ther . ^r-onomm problems in our present societyr issues, social and economic p
as t, affiliations to a large degree. Thatnese determine people's aftiuai

k_ , romver from their illnesses andbesides praying for people to recover
oth they should also preach about otherth»er sorts of problems, tn y

S w  „ ^ i i v  lives. it is the idea that "man
Cfcs that touch on our daily

but on every word that comes from
hot live on bread al 4 This study argues that,

k South’’ Matthew Ch.  ̂ .b«Sid lso requires bread, and in great
h ^  the word of God, man also r g

for his sustainance.
Bome

Ugy

X nis SUbuai.^--  , r,„ in fhp
. 1Dl„ «  are rigid to change a. s»~" >" ^

religious gi° ■ t fails to allow. m  the sense that it fans
cudy is calling upon such religious

'1q This is destructive m
^ine skins". This s
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9toupi s ideas due t<ngs to be flexible so as to accommodate people' 
changes .in modern Society.

This may alleviate the occurrence of schisms to some extent, 
^here is also a need for a more practical approach to religious 
Cachings. For instance/ some religious functionaries have been 
accused of causing a mass exodus of their adherents to other 
reUgious groups. There are complaints that sermons are similar 
911 the times, thus, people find them monotonous, therefore, they
f i r ̂ . tz-Ni-nln i r* i q v p  -r\/ H r \ \/ nf nrparh-i ncfthat is pointless to go for worship every day of preaching. 
So- when a new rel igious group is formed, people who had lost the 
vigour of
thus

,i -v r-hurch convert to the new religious group.going to their enure
rpvise their ways of preaching to ' such functionaries should revi

. . n.^ous qroups lively and attractive,their respective religious y ^
. nnprate in entire independence of Religious ideas do not operate

6c0nom. . Therefore, people should watch out in°nuc circumstances. Tn
. vcl i aion in the direction ofto avoid transforming religion

' v-i ,, , ... loose the purpose for which it --rldUness which would make iL loose

9t

:tom 
ho

mess which would maKe
&  ̂ . rnnnc should ever be haunted by theSl9ned to serve. Religious groups sno
ectrR £ , ii x have seen the affliction of may people
Cre of God's words: 1 n

i them 11 (Exodus 3:7-8) . Religiou
ar>d I have come to delive , -i ■__ h u nprsn* i nave come ^■0 . Glre .'to deliver" the ordinary person

Ups should be led by the desire£  ̂ _j .<=:<=. Th<=>* Should be led by cue —, n r hunger, famine and disease. Thehis/her daily scourges of hung 
N u e/ h . this by carrying out intervention programmes

e/ church can do this y , ,
self-help in order to satis yut socio-economic

&llritual as well as material needs.
, „ o£ Religion have pointed out that,

Scholar of the Sociology of 9
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"Any religion chat: professes to be concerned with the souls of men 
and not concerned with the slums that damn them, economic 
conditions that strangle them, and the social conditions that 
Cripple them is a "dry as dust" religion. Ihis implies tnat true 
reli-gion should not only begin with a personal encounter with the 
Uving lord, but men and women are saved and liberated for the
0cHly as well. God is not a 
too' Slnce the church like
Sabbath.

God of Souls only but of the body 
the Sabbath is for man, and not man for
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APPENDIX I

INTERVIEW SCHEDULE:
EDUCATION VERSUS DEGREE OF RELIGIOSITY

1. What is your Education status?

. (i) Dr you go to church/mosque?
(ii) If yes why?
(iii) If no why?

3 . (i)
(i i)

How often do 
Why?

you go to church/mosque?

4 . (i) Do you participate fully in church/mosque

(i i)
(i i i)

(j v)

activities?
nrher church/mosque activity do you engage in 

What °t from seasonal celebrations and
SundaWSaturday/Friday^wo^sh^p? ^  amount of
spiritUT nourishment?

If yes, which? 
If no, why?

Wealth v s . r e l i g i o u s g r o u p i n g s

5.

6 .

7.

8 .

What is your income? expend on church activities?
How much of your income do you

Where do you live?

(i)
(ii)
(i i i)

( i )

goWhere do yOU ]upv
why do y y y y y ' t c hDo you driv 

hip?

to wor 7

wor:
Which
people

churches/mosqu.
around here?

Why do you :ay so

shi p?
bus or walk to your place of 

are attended by the rich

c o n g r e g a t i o n v s . d i v i s i o n s

Approximately, how many Peop 
Vour place of worship-

attend a service each t i me at9



APPENDIX II

QUESTIONNAIRE
1.

2 .

Name
Age
A) Did you go to school?
B) If yes up to what level/
What do you do for a living?
(i) How much do you earn per month?
(ii) now much do you spend in the church/mosque per month?
Which Estate do you live in?
(i) Where do you worship? ,,(ii) Do you drive, catch a bus or walk to your place of 

worship?
(i) Do you have projects in your church/mosque in which

you spend money? .(ii) Are they income generating.
(iii) if Ves approximately how much?

l t  cret money for these projects?
(vl who takes care of funds once generated?

. , . ,, . here are so many churches/mosques today?Why go you think tneie
ffiliation to different religions make us 

'1} D°fdifferent from each other socially, spiritually
and economically?
If yes, how?
If no, why?

(ii)
(iii)
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i...

10 i 1
[>o

0



01
J *

..•jiUm<■

' ' I

i f
+ ,*+•***,•1*4 tilill'llMI •*■■*-***■

..... I
Isr̂ CTiasss i, i 1 J  :iH j/J

c i i .-r.)N -jh
■ ' J t .nnnno/u
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