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ABSTRACT -

This study is about the socio-economic determinants of
religious affiliation in an urban setting. The whole idea is that
people affiliate with those religious groupings which they feel
satisfy their needs contrary to the popular beliefs on spiriticism
as well as "a call from God*".

Although this socio-economic orientation in religion has been
there since time immemorial, little scholarly work has been done
about it. The lack of study and adequate information on this kind
of orientation has led to this study. This study had four main
objectives, namely; to investigate the relationship between socio-
economic aspects and religious affiliations, to find out the impact
of the level of education on religious affiliation among people, to
investigate the role played by wealth in religious affiliation and
finally, to investigate the process of religious schisms and their
influences on religious groupings.

In conducting this research, the researcher used library
sources which formed the secondéry' data. An extensive field
research was also done on this study. Random sampling technique
was used to select informants. Data were collected through
questionnaires and interviews and were later analysed through
descriptive method.

The theoretical frameworks for this research are based on the
cardinal utility theory and functionalism. These theories are
applicable to the religious situation today Human beings choose

their religious groupings rationally and ensure that their needs
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and wants are adequately satisfied. Religion here is a commodity
that is capable of offering satisfaction in the form of security

eéspecially were science has failed in the process of explaining the

psychological dissatisfaction.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION
The concept of religion is as old as history itself. Human
beings live under various constrains in this world. This have

developed the concept of religion to enable them overcome these
constraints in one way or the other. They have, to a large extent,
been able to overcome these constrains by affiliating with certain
religious groupings which offer them reassurance and comfort in the
face of problems and also to solve and economic problems.
Scholars have observed that there is a pattern in the ways
individuals affiliate with particular religious groupings. People
may either convert to these groups or they may be born in them.
For instance, one may convert due to peer pressure or to assert his
or her rebellious nature. Sometimes, the conversion could be due
to attraction portrayed by, for instance, music or the preaching in
order to avoid the monotony in a previous religious group.
People’s choice of religious groupings may depend on a number
of factors. One factor may be that of an individual’s intellectual
convic¢tion. This is sometimes usually based on the belief that the
Leachings in a particular religious grouping are true and rational.
Another factor is that new religious grouping offer community
support to people who are disoriented,.and especially, those who
have lost hope in life.
Religious affiliation is invariably related to changes in

socio-economic life, for instance, Islamic Law, which forbids



inheritance by a non-Muslim from a muslim, encourages conversion

once an initial incursion into a society has been made.
Therefore, this papcr is an attempt to look at the socio-

economic factors which determine religious affiliation. The study

is designed to answer the following questions:-

(1) What is the impact of the level of education on religious
affiliation?

(ii) What role is played by wealth in religious affiliation?

(iii) How does religious schism influence religious groupings?

1.1 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

This research is an attempt to demonstrate that religious
groupings fit in with certain types of socio-economic factors.
That is, certain religious beliefs and practices serve the material
interests of those who adhere to them. Therefore, religion is
merely a refection of most basic social processes and the
expression of economic interests.

Although socio-economic activities are secondary to the work
of preaching the word of God, the nevertheless an active role in
determining which religious group one finally affiliates with. By
looking at an urban setting, we find people of diverse background
and who are divided into different social classes. Social
stratification creates a gap between the various classes and,
therefore, differences in religious affiliations, that is, people
join different religious groupings according to the class they

belong to despite the fact that people are free to choose from a



large number of religious groups.

A numbeg of studies have been conducted showing how particular
religious groups are associated with particular socio-economic
classes, for instance, Herbergs (1960) analysis of the "triple
Melting Point" of Catholics, Protestants and Jews. He clearly
shows that there are significant status differences between
religious groups. Although none of the religious groupings is
exclusively confined to any particular socio-economic group, some
are more closely associated with those in the upper income bracket,
while other are more associated with ldwer incomes although there
are great divergences within the religious groupings.

People may also affiliate with the various religious groups
because they have been born in them. They remain in the same
religious groups either for the comfort derived from the group or
to stay within the family norms. However, people may also convert
to other religious groupings, for instance, some people may convert
to certain religious grouping because they are assured of positions
of power. This comes along with the perceived socio-economic
benefits to the concerned individual.

This research aims to show that religion has something else to
offer to its adherents over and above their spiritual needs.
Religion relates to social and economic stratification in societies
so that religious behaviour is a reflection of socioeconomic
factors.

Therefore, in societies with a common ideology, religion can

Simply support the divisions of the society into various social



groups with different economic statuses. Alternatively societies
which support a wide range of religions, different strata in
society may be related to various forms or religious groupings.
Thus, particular forms of religious groupings may support specific

interests within a society.

1.2 JUSTIFICATION OF THE STUDY

One of the major aims of this study is to demonstrate the
importance of socio-economic aspect in understanding the nature of
religious groupings and the role they play in the human societies.

The study shows that contrary to the popular belief in
spiriticism, religion has something else to offer to the adherents
over and above their spiritual needs.

This paper, thus, aims at stimulating other research in this
area which has received little attention from scholars in Kenya.
By focusing on this area, we give religious leaders and others a
glimpse into the nature of influence that religious groups exert on
members of a society. This is because too often religious leaders
fail to recognize the very human character of the groups they lead
by exaggerating the role of the divine in these groups.

This study leads us to the realization that religious beliefs
and practices are in the very fabric of society itself and in the
nature of human interactions. That is, in their religious
activities, human beings constantly relate themselves to others for
survival purposes. In simple agricultural societies, for example,

religion frequently relates tot he the physical environment in



which people grow their crops and heard their animals.

Karl Marx makes a valid point that serious scholarship must
examine the material base on which religious beliefs and practices
stand (Marx, 1976).

People in a particular socio-economic environment tend to
follow a similar pattern of behaviour which also determines the
religious groupings they affiliate with, thus, we need to study

these patterns of affiliations.

1.3 OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

GENERAL OBJECTIVE
To investigate the relationship between socio-economic aspects

and religious affiliations.

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES

1. To find out the impact of the level of education on
religious affiliation among people in an urban setting.

2. . To investigate the role played by wealth in religious
affiliations in an urban area.

3. To investigate the process of religious schisms and their

influences on religious groupings.



CHAPTER TWO

2.1 LITERATURE REVIEW

Religion plays a great role in harmonising the lives of people
in the society. a number of scholars have, therefore, studied
aspects of the subject. Stress have been put mostly on the
function of religion in society (Bourdillion, 1985) .

The prevalent approaches, therefore, have mainly been
historical as well as sociological.‘ Some articles have also
appeared on products of field workers who incidentally came across
some aspects of religion in the course of working on other
projects.

Other accounts are also the result of the works of
missionaries who were out to "pacify" the primitive world and
covert them to "religion" even if in the process, they destroyed
the social fabric of these people. For instance, missionaries
tried to rationalize theologically such foreign practices as
monogamy and western individualism without any reference to the
fact that polygyny and community living were accepted norms among
the local people.

This study is unaware of other works on this topic. The whole
question and why people align themselves to different religious
groupings, especially in urban settings, does not seem to occupy
the minds of researchers. However, a‘limited body of literature

exists that we shall use to give this study some direction.



For instance, (Lenski, 1963) has noted that religions are all
the systems of faith by means of which human beings seek to cope
with the most basic problems of human existence. Due to the core
of every religious systems, human beings are seldom content to "bet
their lives" on assumptions which are unsupported by some greater
authority. Thus, the great majority of human beings turn to others
for guidance and direction in these matters, thereby, laying the
foundation for the formation of religious groups. The whole idea
is that the need or the believer for certainty is but one of the
forces which give rise to the formation of religious groups.
Another factor which gives rise to religious gJgroups. Another
factor which gives rise to religious groups is the desire of men to
wow out women to propagate their own beliefs though this may not be
universal. How about the material aspect? Lets look at some of
the literature by other scholars concerning this idea.

As early as 1940, T.C, Clark had shown some concern on this
subject. Clark was particularly interested in the material aspects
of religious affiliation. Referring to Luke Chapter 11:9-11, he
observes that today'’s religions not only knock, seek and ask for
spiritual ideas but they also do sO for material gains. 1In other
words, the interests legitimated by religion are not confined to
straight activities, such as spiriticism. At the more personal
level, what responds to a person’s wishes 1s going to seem more
plausible than what does not. A person may join a religious
grouping for a variety of reasons} These may include; to justify

a particular pattern of behaviour, to justify a break from parental



control, a sign that one has been born in a certain religious
grouping and simply because the services and the gatherings at the
religious groupings are appealing.

Hilgers (1966:441) sees a link between religion and socio-
economic growth. He argues that the socio-economic development of
both an individual and, or the society, can be a function of the
dominant religious ideology. He sees people and societies
affiliating to religions that encourage progress in the form of
qualitative growth and factors of material production. On the role
of the church is socio-economic development in Rwanda and Burundi,
Hilgers argues that, religion is these days studied as an
explanatory factor in economic development. To him, development is
not only an economic process such as quantitative growth or factors
of material production, on the contrary, it 1is also largely
determined by religion. Welbourn 1965:173 sees a link between
religious affiliation and one’'s social background. He feels that
those with some kind of christian background or upbringing cease to
associate with the organized church in urban areas. However, this
study wishes to disagree with Welbourn on this matter. It is known
to every religious person that there is a tendency to continue with
membership in a religious group as a continuous process from the
village to the urban setting. That is to say, it is a kind of
tradition that one has set up for himself or herself.

Troeltsch 1931, on the other hand feels that affiliation to
religious groupings can be a function of socially background. He

avers that most people are born into religions, rather than being



converted to them. Religious affiliation therefore, to him tends
to be formal and institutionalised. He sees the church as an
institution which embfaces the whole nation in a hierarchical
structure where membership depends on birth rather than conversion.
Church adherence, thus, tends to be a formal institution through
objective rites of baptism and confirmation.

One’s status within the prevalent social structure has been
identified as one of the factors that influence religious
affiliation in wurban setting. Taking the example of early
christianity, Latourette 1975 argues that in this early period when
christianity was primarily urban, the early christians were mainly
poor and social rejects. Latourette, in his discussion on the
social origins of the early chrisfians asks, From what social and
€conomic strata did the first or three centuries religions come.

It is often said that those affiliated with christianity were
drawn from the dregs of the freedom.

Christianity has even been described as an incentive and a
channel for the upsurge of the underprivileged, thus, it was like
a social movement. The roots of religious beliefs and practices
lie in the social fabric of society.

Racial and ethnic groupings also appear to have a link with
people’s affiliations to religions groupings. Gallina 1970 notes
one interesting fact that all the major religions tend to preach
equality for all, irrespective of race, colour or creed. However,
this remains a fairly elusive ideal and we continue to see a

reflection of the majority-minority dichotomy in religious



organizations. Fgr example, 1in Kenya, while 1Islam preaches
equality and accessibility to all, by and large, it remains a
coastal and Arab faith and in the upcountry, people have found it
problematic to accept. In this context, people will align to
religious organizations in which most of their folks are found.

In its integral vision of reality, Islam tends to identify the
social conglomerate with the religious group, the community with
the state and, therefore, it is inclined to formulate rules for
social life according to its own religious ethnics and laws and to
consider non-moslems as a race apart.

Scholars have also tended to link affiliation to a religious
groupings with people’s level of education. The assumption is that
religions operr up people’s mind SO that they not only become
inquisitive but also critical in thought. Therefore, they choose
to believe not what is good to believe but what is logical. Any
religion that, therefore, fails the test of truth or that
propagates illogical superstitions, is dismissed as false and,
thus, discarded (Trueblood, 1957).

In the process the more educated members of society affiliate
with the more empirically-oriented religious groupings as opposed
to the more conservative ones. Some extremists may even seeé
religion altogether in the form of the rationalism of scientificism
which then become pseudo-religions, an occurrence that divorces
truth from reason completely.

Latourette (1975:80), in his discussion on the rise of

Scholarsticism, states that "an outstanding objective of the
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schoolmen was to ascertain the relationship between faith and

reason. Is what the Christians believe to have been given by God

in the long process of revelation, which culminated iIn Christ
consistent with reason or are the two contradictory? |If they are

compatible, which should have priority, the faith by which a
religious person accepts and commits himself or herself fully to
what has been given as the divine revelation or man®s reason on

socio-economic or political aspects.

Turner (1983:1-3) sees religious affiliation simply as a

materialistic enterprise. He argues that religious affiliations

are merely a reflection of economic interest or the psychological

expressions of people s H@%ﬁ%- He, therefore, sees people with the

same socio-economic problems conglomerating m one religious

grouping as opposed to the others. This suggests that religion can

be "explained away'" by demonstrating that religion is Yy
reflection of economic intgFggtg gr @ rationalisation of

- (uet= the two features iIn this
psychological needs. Turner argues

world which are crucial for the social functions of religion are

the control of property through the family and the organisation of

bodies iIn social space. Thus, a materialistic interpretation of

reffgfbn Pocates relrgion a@-fﬁg Sentre of social production and
reproduction.

The relations of religious—ﬁffilig{iBH gnd other cultural and
socFal spheres, for instance, %ﬁg{ of the economy makes a vast area
of inquity. Weber's thesis oh %ﬁe work of the protestant ethnic is

so readily available ¥rom RIE own words  (Wieber, 1968) . The
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protestant ethnic was for Weber, an element of major importance in
the genesis of modern capitalistic development, it was not the only
element and although no matter how important the agency of human
affairs in religious ideas may be, those ideas do not operate in
entire independence of economic and social political circumstances.
The ascetic protestant ethic has evident affinities with the spirit
of capitalism and, thereby, with the modern capitalistic order, and
these affinities are unlikely to be greatly to transform. Weber
Sees religion as a major force in economic drive. His thesis is
that religion can be a major genesis of economic development. The
assumption then is that those with drives for economic advancement
will eventually align themselves towards given religious groupings.

Yinger (1957:9-12) adds that religious affiliations are simply
the means by which people come together to struggle collectively
with those ultimate social and economic problems that beleaguer
human 1life. Religion to him, therefore, becomes an organized
effort to make virtue of our ultimate necessities. In his own
words, he says, "Religion is a system of beliefs and practices by
means of which a group of people struggle with the ultimate problem
of human lifev", ge further characterises religion as "an organized
effort to make virtue of our ultimate necessities."

Louis (1970:134ff) citing Glock, sees affiliation to religious
groupings as a function of certgin class deprivation. He agues
that people join these movements because of economic deprivation
(disadvantages involved in differential income distribution within

@ society) and social deprivation (prestige disadvantage). He sees

12



people only joining religious groupings that can provide solutions
to these deprivations to some extent. Religion can relate to
social and economic stratification in two ways. First, in societies
with a common ideology, religion can similarly support the
divisions of society into different social groups with different
economic statuses.

Second, in societies which support a wide range of religions,
different strata in societies may be related to different forms of
religion. In a number of situations, we find that religion
Supports the division of society into groups, membership of which
is controlled by birth.

Schneider (1952:228) tried to associate some of the religious
differences between the groups with their relative economic
Situation. There have also been attempts to relate such economic
differentijation between religious groups to background and
differing opportunities, especially in education. Economics are
€ssential for people to survive and comprise a fundamental human
activity. Religion is regarded as important in the social
institution and is, thus, expected to relate to economics in normal
Circumstances .

Bourdillon (1990) sees religious symbols as closely associated
with economic interests in institutions of rapid social change. In
the Apostolic Church of God, for example, Church roles are directly
associated with economic activities. Thus, membership in
Particular religious groupings has materialistic connotations. One

is economic success which is brought together in the religious

13



symbol of a hoped for new way of life t come. The only emphasis
iIs that one acquires such wealth through the accepted means. The
religious grouping to which one affiliates with also determines
whether the individual abides by the traditional and expensive
obligations and instead iInvests his/her saving to greater economic
output.

Thus, religious ideology helps certain people 1iIn their
attempts to rise economically above other members of the society.
This, however, 1is not to imply that people deliberately affiliate
with religious groups simply out of material self interests. Such
motivation may be present in certain individual cases. People
accept such symbols because they seem plausible generally, and the
material advantages to be gained comprise just one, 1ill defined
aspect of this plausibility.

These material interests are the main causes of divisions not
to mention the i1deological differences. Ezekiel (1995) points out
that schism has also been experienced by the mainline churches
through the emergence of some lunch hour religious groupings 1in
that some people have opted to preach i1n public places. These
people deny to associate themselves with the mainline church and
instead prefer to call themselves non-denominational. This
particular aspect can be seen as a new phenomenon of renewal 1iIn
that individuals or groups with dissenting views from different
mainline churches from their own,religious groups. To attract the
paze of the public eye most of these groups find congenital

Pulpits™ in open places where they are able to compete for support

14



and follbwers, hence, along comes money which is wusually the
target.

Schism, especially in christian churches, may be due to the
following factors: First, the evangelists are generally responding
to Jesus’ command in Matthew 28:19-20 of going out and preaching to
all the nations. Second, the rigid canonical rules in some
mainline churches, for instance, where some church doctrines forbid
females from being pastors, or where some members are not allowed
to be leaders. As a result, some members may feel dissatisfied or
underutilized. However, after breaking away the doctrines of their
former churches do not interfere with them. Besides the struggle
for power, some members have greed for money, thus, they break away
to form their own religious groupings and in doing so, they are
able to persuade their followers to contribute some money for their
daily living.

Another reason for schisms in denominations can be explained
as a result of a lack of spiritual motivation. Thus, due to the
monotony in terms of some of the preachings and participation in
the church and or mosque affairs, some members have felt that their
denominationg are "too boring" and, therefore, they look for those
Other groupings that are lively.

Wilson (1966:73) has observed that those who are adherents of
folk religions expect members of other ethnic groups to have
different religious outlook. Therefore, people have a feeling that
it is natural to affiliate with religious groupings which cater for

individual’s traditional values and norms. Schisms then, may
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relate to the fact that religion is constantly found associated
with non-religious phenomena.

After all, the only way of living acceptably with God is not
to surpass worldly mortality in monastic asceticism but solely
through the fulfilment of the obligations imposed upon the
individual by his or her position in the world.

Divisions in any society destroys the solidarity and unity.
However, the role of religion is to serve and uphold this
solidarity. Catholics and protestants, for instance, have
different opinions concerning their religious beliefs, consequently,
they always quarrel with one another. The catholics and
protestants give respect only to their fellow believers and, thus,
e€Xclude those who happen not to believe in their respective faiths.
This discrimination 1s usually prevalent, for instance, in
employment, schools, colleges to non-believers.

Thirty three years after independence in Kenya, for instance,
there is still discrimination in the admission of pupils/students
Lo mission schrnols depending only whether the school is protestant,
Catholic or Islam. This practice, therefore, does not allow for
free gsocial interaction which boys and girls of different faiths
may want to enjoy in order to exchange their views.

On the other hand, due to the divisions in the church or

mosque the mere choice of a suitable marriage partner is not
enough. This is because the prospective bride or bridegroom and

their families have to take into consideration, the particular

religious groupings to which they belong. Also divisions in

16



religious groups has succeeded, to a large extent, in dividing
Kenya, for example, into denominational areas which have gone
further to create disunity and what disintegration within the Kenya
society. For instance, the following article appeared in East
African Standard, Monday, May S5, 1997; vFaithful killed in violent
church elagh". It read: A fifty year old Anglican church faithful
was yesterday killed and a Pastor seriously injured during a
violent clash between two rival groups in the trouble torn Maseno
North CPK Diocese in Lurambi Division Kakamega District: the late
Muruna Musita was stoned to death by a rival group ..." As the
situation is today in Kenya, different religious groupings are
competing for church adherents and this has been a source of
conflict or rivalry between them. Therefore, the important

Question to be asked 1s, whose interests do these religious

9roupings serve?

Durkheim (1961:53) states nIf it is true that man depend upon

his gods, this dependence is reciprocal." He argues that the gods

also have a need for man; without offerings and sacrifices, the

gods would also die. This concept tends to reduce religion to some

kind of utility aspect. A situation where the gods are concerned

wWith the welfare of the small society in which they particularly

belong. Offerings are made to them to ensure their continuing

favour especially when favour has been lost through sin. Thus,

religion and the god whom it recognizes exists for the benefit and

Security of human society.
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In the Christian context, when Jesus went around preaching and
healing and bringing to life the dead, he asked those who wished to
follow him to leave behi.na gi]l the\Y/ owned and also their Tfamilies
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) p can only conclude that theologies of most
From this, we can y

e arouDS are more than trivia generated by
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that the theology of any religious
situation. We can suppose -
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grouping 1is the accumulated
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Economic environment,
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monetary units by the amount of money the consumer

easuied m
others

18 WIIUNn9 to sacrifice for another unit of a commodity.
suggested the measurements of utility iIn subjective units, called

These economists (among whom Alfred Marshall has figured

Prominently) have become known as Cardinalists.

When a good is consumed, the consumer presumably derives some

benefits or satisfaction for the activity.

Assumptions:
is rational. He/she at the

n Rationality - The consumer

maximisation of his/her utility subject to the constraint

imposed by his/her given income.

i) Cardinal utility - The utility of each commodity 1is

measurable. utility i1s a cardinal concept. The most

convenient measure is money: the utility is measured by

the monetary units that the consumer 1Is prepared to pay

for another unit of the commodity.

Ui Constant Marginal Utility of Money. This assumption is

necessary 1f the monetary unit is used as the measure of

utility The essential feature of a standard unit of

is that it be constant.
income iIncreases (or

measurement If the marginal

utility of money changes as
decreases) the measuring rod for utility becomes like an

elastic ruler, mappPdIRrigte for measurement,

19



(iv) Diminishing marginal Utility. The utility gained from
successive units of a commodity diminishes. In other

words, the marginal utility of a commodity diminishes as

the consumer acquires larger quantities of it. This is

the axiom of diminishing marginal utility.

The total utility of a "basket of goods™" depends on the

quantities of the individual commodities.

The whole idea about this theory is that different commodities
Can satisfy different human wants. Any commodity which can satisfy

any human want has utility. The quality of that commodity which

Satisfies any human want is called its utility, for example, food

€an satisfy our hunger.

This theory is also applicable to religious situations. It

Can assist us in understanding or explaining why different people

affiliate with different religious groupings. This also goes in

line with the socio-economic determinants of religious affiliation.

HUman beings choose their religious groupings rationally and ensure

that their needs and wants are adequately satisfied.
have pointed out the need to

Scholars, such as Karl Marx,

Study the material bon d of religion in order to understand the

religion concept properly Religion here is & commodity that is
on :

“apable of offering satisfaction in the form of security especially

the process of explaining the

failed in
If we look at the functional

Wh
®re science has

psycholOgical dissatisfaction.
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an : .
alysis, as detailed by Durkheim and Radcliffe Brown, there is an

assu i ] i i i
Mption that institutions are maintained because they serve to

mai : .
intain the society as whole. People will, therefore, affiliate

wit .. .

th those religious groupings that offer maximum spiritual and
m : . .
aterial benefits while those that do not meet the expectations of

Consumers (i.e. faithful) may end up collapsing.

Therefore, the behaviour of individuals in a particular socio-

€Conomic setting will follow a similar pattern. In a consumer

Society, credibility is reinforced by attractiveness. Thus, people

b81onging to a certain class will affiliate with the religious

9rouping that to them is rational.
For instance, from the analysis the most plausible explanation

1s that the Catholic Church is a mass movement that accommodates

People from diverse socio-economic backgrounds. In Catholicism,

the praise of poverty, as a condition more conductive to the

realization of spiritual values in this life and the bliss of

heaven throughout eternity has been a major theme until recently.
Conversely the Free Masons accommodate only the affluent

People ip society while the C.P.K (Church of the Province of Kenya)

has middle class followers.
religion can be defined simply as a

From this analysis,
®llection of individuals seeking their own individual interests.
different institutions acquire

As Societies develop in COmPleXity’

n and groupings. People will,

dlfferent types of organisatio
gious affiliations depending on the

th , -
Srefore, change their reli
pressures, as well as

inc , marital
Yement ip their incomeS:
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envi .
lronmental dictates. Thus, people with low income tend to

affil; : i '
filiate with religious groupings which permit members of the

lo i Nop
Wer income strata a greater participation in the fruits of the

Productive process and vice versa.

Durkheim, who was searching for the origins of religion,

Proposed that two objects of religious veneration was not a god but
@ society itself and that the mission of religion was to inculcate

those sentiments necessary for the society'’'s survival (Durkheim,

1961 .

2.3 FUNCTIONALISM
The main proponent of this theory was Bronislaw Malinowski.

This theory was concerned with the cultural system (society) and
how it works. The basic premise is that in any given society there
are certain cultural traits which contribute to the functioning of

The functionalists see the society as

the entire society.
which function in an

interrelated
If one malfunctions,

Comprising of parts
the rest of the

interdependent fashion.

Society is impaired.
s that human peings everywhere share certain

Malinowski argue
al institutions so that the

biolOgical and social needs in societ
Ultimate function is to fulfil these needs.
also apply to the relig
man beings use to explain social

ious factor. Religion

This theory can

18 g cultural institution that hu

*nd cultural phenomena.
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People 1in a society will, at least, affiliate with one
religious grouping iIn order for them to give meaning to their lives

K
is the feeling that something is

r without religion, there

iIs conceived to cover huge areas

lacking. This is because religion

Qf P . _
social life and economic aspects.
in for criticism couched

socio-economic

For instance, the details of

a woman"s dress may come in religious

berms, and specific dissatisfaction with any

ajrangements eventually become religious protests.

In this connection, we should have a glimpse of the effects of

religion on society or other social iInstitutions. The question

here may be what are the functions of a religious institution? In

this case, a little reflection can be directed at the relationship
between ritual and magic. Ritual 1s very often performed for a
Material motive, 1In order to reassure human beings who are always

faced with sickness, hunger”pain and cold. In the aiea of sickness

is a correlation between a person s psychological

and healing there
religious rites

state and his/her bodily health. Because of this,

which provide calm and confidence or which iIn other ways help to

can be efficacious m healing.

though not afwg%9 88 achieve what those performing

resolve personal problems, Heal ing

rites often,
—-es often, though not always, do

Mhem hope to achieve. Héailn s
one to achieve. Healing iIs a

dchieve what those performing the ope
m ot-ress and anxiety as this is the
m°re general way of coping with stress
. ) nr.rtices. Many people resort to
Idea behind most religious practic

tance, those who are terminally

effgion when 1iIn trouble, £°I1
Ui
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Religious practices and beliefs provide the reassurance and

comfort of knowing that a solution to problems is forthcoming.

Other rituals are performed to achieve specific social effects.

o]
ney are explicitly concerned with social relations for instance,

rites that mark transition of people from one state to another at

keY points iIn their lives. Ritual communicates the social

rec°gnition of the event and the formal ritual underlines the event

as solemn and sacred.
Religion helps to unite a society and provides a means for

becoming aware of and expressing societal issues. In a society

with common religious beliefs and practices, social cohesion as

Well as integration are important in maintaining the solidarity of

the group.
The French sociologist,

"Primitive classification” and "Elementary forms of religious life"
in terms of the

Emile Durkheim 1iIn his two works:

bas pointed out that religion cannot be explained
it should be explained 1in

1965:59) . The

feelings and logic of individuals but

terms of the society in which it occurred (Durkheim,

individuals who compose a group feel themselves united with each

°ther by the simple fact that they have a common faith.
11 human beings can be described

According

1 psychological investigations,
isitive or curious. Humans

beings can be described as being mqu
g”’developed brain and ability to

i-
h Progressed as a result of Lh
| - - eliefs often rovide a way of
S?iVe problems. Reftigious e =e P Y
events. They also provide a

Plaining problematic or puzzling
* make sense of events around them

tamework within which people can
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In modern societies, science has largely taken owver
religion was

However ,

this function, but iIn traditional African religion,

Central to understanding the world is which they lived. Religious

important as they provide powerful

-1-'
ertefs are
things that people believe should or should not be done.
religion functions to legitimize prevailing socio-

support for the

Therefore,

ecroinic conditions.
This study i1s of the opinion that religion persists because it

has 1mportant functions. It does or is believed to satisfy

desires.
Motivation is the independent variable in leligious

Affiliation and religion produces or maintains ceitain Kinds of

s°cietal relation (Spiro, 1968:118).

24 HYPOTHESES
GENERAL HYPOTHESIS:
Religious affiliation is a function of certain socio-economic

factors.

SPECIFIC HYPOTHESES:
n qugn setting iIs determined

1. Religious affiliation m an U
ion of the congregation,

.y
by the level o#-eéhgai
determined by the wealth of its

2. Religious affiliation

members. .
determines the occurrence
The size of religions grouping

of schisms within the gioup
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CHAPTER THREE

3 1 BACKGROUND information of the study area

Nairobi, the capital city of Kenya, Hlies on the Western

Sec*tion of the Athi Kapiti Plains and at the foot of the Kikuyu

highlands, some 140km south of the equator and 480km form the Kenya

C°ast. It is located at an attitude of 1700m above sea level.

This study was carried out between the months of January and
March, 1997. Nairobi was chosen because of the convenience as well

as time limitations. Also, Nairobi consists of people from all

Walks of life with different religious backgrounds. Due to its

heterogenous nature, people tend affiliate with different religio

Roupings due to their diversity.
This study was conducted within the city environs (se

D and 1t 1looked at the following religious groups. Nairob

Pentecostal Church - Valley Road, Chrisco Church Fellowship -

8"4-4. Building of the University of Nairobi, St. Paul s

- state House Road and Camia Mosque - City centre. In the

C»urch
thnic groups crowd together and these

lty, men and women of many e
N started most seriously to face new

191ous groupings have Su

sPonsibilitles .
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JAMIA MOSQUE

J, it, Mosque 1is s,tested 1i1s 1d. city cents.- Sec the

splendour! This is the -sque .her. d.rrobi.n. convert,, on Prsdsys
lat» or ritual prayers can be said

0

- 'i kd
for prayers. AF iy times “Salat
,, Taithfuls have to go to the mosque

anywhere but on Friday at noon, Tfaithf

for public service.
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ST PAUL7S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Church is situated along, State OUS€

St . Paul®s Catholic ) held
: Sunday. Other day services are "€

Road. The day of worship _
the evenings for those who wish

early in the mornings and



CHRISCO
FELLOWSHIP CHURCH

This is not a church building as such. It is the inside of a
Ure Hall of 8.4.4 building In Nairobi university. Chrisco
Ii°ws.hip church faithfuls meet here on sunday foi theii worship

It = _
- 1S a revival grouping-

: 0Q
Fe
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NAITROBI PENTECOSTAL CHURCH

sively decorated church, it s
Qf the niost expen t church.

i1is is one of . a protest-;
a and this

d along valigy R°s¢
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3.2
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
In conducti
ting this resear
ch, the author
, used both 1lib
rary and

research consisted of document
ntary

fie -
ld research. Library
Material
s ; '
both published and unpublished, such as book
s, journals

This method was useful in

diSs ers

ertati d newspa

t thn, theses an wSsp P :
the subject Of StU.dY as We:l.l as th

n e

Obta' .
ining some basic data o
Field research consisted of

rele
va :
nt tLheoretical orientation.

Quest j
lo N + :
nnaires and interview schedules.

3 3
*2 SAMPI
ING METHOD AND SAMPLE SIZE
ch was used 1in this study was

The sampling technique whi
ased on the following

fandom. The gelection of the informants was b
-

Yiteria: those informants who were considered by the researcher to
the various religious groupings during the
give informat

ular in attendance and could

be qui
ite frequent in
jon about their socio-

re able to
se this regd
6o all the im

w ups-
a1l chances of being selected.

Stud
Y, those who weé

€co
nomsj
mic backgrounds PbecdY
formants who met the
The

be
£
ound during follo

fo)

low:

owing criteria, had %

QuestiOnnaire aly covere nost of the aspects of the daily lives

mal
o) . '
' these adn The sample consisted of FHEEY people. It
erents-

Prg than this because of ti

ved §; 1arger sampl€ of time
ifficult to have a

Co de to maintain a

Nst rempt Wa° ma gender
Yaints A deliberate £
alance.
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L . . 0 Q

In all cases,

developi
loping a free conversation Th
. e resea
rch,

as :
a guide 1in

e rapport with the respondents b
Y

therefo
efore
re, attempted tO creat

introd
uctions a
nd also making the
researcher to loock 1i
like on
e of

the atmosphere for further probing questi

ions as

the

m ;

. This relaxed

e interviews with the respondent
nts

All th

the g;
di :
scussion progressed.
the time when most

Wer
€ con
ducted after the services as this was
4 to religious groupings were very alert and
an

the 3
1Y rec

ecall abilities sharp. P
cussions were CO
re widely used in the city as

nducted in Kiswahili or

int
Crvi
iews and any other dis

Bhol
gli
sh becauge these tWwo ]anguages a
pted as national

e sctually acce

Well
as the fact that these ar

1
*Nguages .

LYSIS
e statistics have been used

3
.5
METHODS OF DATA ANA
descriptiv

In data analysis: simple
The uantitati

ncy tables .

ve method of data

Ata collec ouantitative data

9€nerate freque
ould be quantified.

On the

an
aluws
¥Y8is was used tO analy?

Ay
e aSpec
in describing and

e

.

Ot Omposed of all thos

: used
q3

Q

religious affiliation.

rive
to
ic analysis brought

€r
hand, qualit?
8¢
Ugs g4
sing the data
¢ hnograph
,economic determinants of

ant .
ltative rechniqu®
¢ of °
) Nairobi.

N
th

ey e gurface Cthe aspe” parn
iq- ‘ urbd
Jious affiliatiol in ®

Setting a
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36 limitations of the research
Omor (1996) has pointed out that field surnvey is rarely

without problems or challenges. He argues that one does not
a&PProach an almost complete stranger expecting to ask personal
- = §i, cpnsitive issues Religion s
“Uesttons about potentially &'
. a . _ . * -n t4p society that is held
Sr>sitive in that It is an Institution m the
to questioning.

N a«e and fear, thus, not subject
Hie respondents to establish trust in
it was difficult to get d . ,
mrina Paflodmadon  WIHAmAY-
the tu accept giving

research and ) )
11v the hey ones "ho consisted

Re E
ilaiJ-Y
sPondents, and especy of the research and, thérefore, showed

ctioning/ were suspiclious o N researcher for a

UutM . tjc.ipate. They tO°
e Willingness to Pal the press. Thus, they were

°U"nalist out to tarnish then n°-- their members in the

UWwilung to allow the researchei to red by this, she

* rer was nOL
"y The researcher, n tK research ent.il.i ax]

Co che respondenrr em> «» gro,,Pr,,gs.

that - I N
“here was no attempt to tarnish and, therefore, a!f%W%d
a little bit

hf axed a
tesPondents then rel
~Nit-hly 1ncome of

qUestioning to go °n* sSess th6 H
1- .V  hard 93 want to reveal the

A~ 7~ was also very did 1
q ' them Vv researcher that even

nts because nI°s . 4o inferm L ie he earned. By

H enou9 s 0 money ne

Bis f
- One was bo to predict his
and able

Wife had no knowledge +he .... wa" ~xassified the place

*Ling where he iejd . r)SJti8‘§ Wep ble ©

class. For instant- C* oCher <lLe

i ,» Sevll of _StUUIE"

lves and by asking
of zlatt*



a . .
Pbroximate the income of the respondent.
Other respondents were very reluctant to participate because
gious factor should never be questioned

th .
€Y believed that reli
has nothing to do with anything in the

be

c . .
duse being religious
ers have no business in it.

Wo
tld pbut a call from God. So research
p resampling the religious

Th
frefore, the researcher ended U

SFoupings .
These ]1imjitations affected the research 1n that some aspects
OEthe research had to be omitted pecause no data were collected on
‘had little impact on the

th ' _
sm. However, these ]imitations

findings.
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CHAPTER FOUR

41 DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS AND HYPOTHESTS TESTTING

AGE OF RESPONDENTS

The study interviewed people whose age ranged from less than

18 Years to over 65 years.

e1

oy :

\AG\EIN\YLM FREQUENCY PERCENT CUMULAm
Lesg than 19 5 4.0 4.04~—‘_‘§‘--‘“§
1\8?\\ i 62.0 66.0
j;;:;;~_-~___ iy 28.0 9a.0
:BTEEN~‘-h 5 4.0 9.0
Zigizzgz::::_ . 2.0 1000
Totga] co 100.0 100.0

§§§%§?====: ;============J

Primary data

It wag found that 62% of the respondents were in the Tange of

18 : between 34
to 33 years of age while those be to 49 Yearsg

mhmtituted 28% Those over 49 years were 6% while only 4% were
el
oW 18 Years of age.
From the above table, 94% of the respondents are Young, that
= they 4 less than 49 years of age.  This impljeg that 4
re Jless

n\ajority of church goers are young. This fact is explaineg in part
church

by . . b ‘
the Mere majority of this age g Lhey
CIN . . .  ob
2 labour immigrants, jo Seekers 4
8 engaged wither as workers, nd
Q
001

lng population.
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1ABL,
p=A =~ _ CROSS TABULATION: AGE V. CHURCH OF WORSHIP

page < 18 18-33 3149 50-65 >65 KXo Tt
Jhur~h~S Catholic 1o 1 - - 12
24.0
Lhrisco Church 1 8 3 - - 12
24 .0
“a,ala Mosque _ 9 2 1 - 12
24 .0
Pe““tocostal - - 8 1 - 14
28.0
CoiUmn Total 2 81 14 2 1 50
So5n A 4.0 02.0 28 .0 4.0 2.0 100 .0
"

Pi imary data

out of the 31 respondents whose age rainged
Paul ¢

prom this study,
/\ -
™"sen 18-33 years 10 of them have affiliated with St.

V. 1 Cc church, while only 4 respondents have affiliated with

°bi “ntecostal Church. 8 of the respondents have affiiiated

With
I chriSCo Church and 9 respondents belong to Jamia Mosque.

Pr<'i observations in the above table, we can deduce that a

°f association between age and membership to a religious

It could also be said that young people
It

>1n3 has emerged
B . _ - n=o.,, ,
IS Study affiliate with a religiousQgroupifig has emerged.

N als« be said that young people iIn this study affiliate jth

feli9iou. grouping of I|_—nh%hr choice, but as they grow o)l(gll

VIjLati°ns diminish as can be observed in Table 2.
- sjight diffeience In the number o

obBorved that their is a SU—?/ of
Rople aged between 19.37 years that have affiliated with

lediﬁ - ~roupings: St. Paul"s Catholic, Chrisco
Itferent religious grou%
can be explained iIn part by the fact

tha
a Jamia Mosgague.. 11 ]
o that peopié ifl e e Ecial class

found out

it has akso

...
1S study ha,

38



tend .
to affiliate with those religious groupings that are
Cons Y - . . .
istent with their class. Young people are mainly rot well

establj . .
blished in 1life, rherefore, may remain in their original

religj . .
gious groupings till a time when they establish themselves in

life, .y
e role of religion among racial

Young (1937) 1is explaining th

and ,
ethnic sub-groups in the United States obscrved the following:

That one function which & ninority religion serves is that of

n o . . . . _
ciliation with inferior status and 1ts discriminatory

COnSE
duences R ] 1 Nele! I§ *‘efore igs & social m 3
. e .glo ’ tlel ! eChan sSm for

Tej
nf : _ - .
orcing the sentiments most essential to the institutional

inte .
gration of the society-

However, it has been opserved that many young people go to St

Paull
$ Catholic Church as compared ro other religious groupings

Th;
1ls ' i
can be explained by ¢he fact that St Paul’s is a University

Cha
Pel and, therefore, the largest population among the faithfuls

Arg
Unj; .
Niversity Students who are yound -

The trend has also P& that, as these young people grow

0lg
er ) . ; ;
dg ¢ they establiSh theil roots in Certaln SOClal classes. Some
Notg Jo to these religious groupings frequently, an others
at are compatible with thej
Y

N
eq _
S. Thus, in the next age rande of 34 to 49 Years atffiliations
Q¢
Yegy - ¢ is still a
By Se. Fpor instance, ©N¢ responder member of St.
ujl .

s .
Catholic Church whil

Qnt
¢ . as found :
ostal Church. Thes® 8 feSPondentS out during the

. the sense chat they drive to their place

in
: Views
[;

estatéﬁS and earT}<good mone
Y' [ ‘] S

Of are wealthy i

Wo
rsh4 . .
hip, 1ive in high income
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m . nmMda:dgll in protestantism tradition
“ay imply that; the spirit 01[ capltaflgm %

has not ceased .

i ® _.mg”™-144) noted that "so many wealthy
For inst anee, Schneideil \*
atoln toc.€nnt SO that religious disputes there

Ployers m Roven were piouus

. .ha c-trugle between a catholic
oFeen resembled an econo’iec -:I“'Q

Poletariat and a protestant bouigeoisic

) ) 1 _Q aaed between 18 to 33 years and
Jamia Mosque lias 9 respondents age

_ _ange of 34 @ 4% years. This 1is a sign
two people 1in the age
OF Pv £he young as compared to those
gv'equent mosque attendance ) _
r factor that 5851 be attributed to this,

A years old. Anotnc
- ted the research was conducted on
IS
L"e day the research was con
be conducted anywhere else.

Icey, when ritual prayer >

V faithfuls axe Bvrrl)ected to attend ritual
JH’ on Friday all the

rs m the mosque at no number of adherents in the

finally, chrisco Church has qui B

in depth INfopviews revealed that

ranfe of 18 to 33 years. and that it is very popular

This,- i : P
70 BAUFeR |s a revival grouplng_ji

---» €specially in the face of
\Mm ,ir vulnerabru Y
young due to their g I-hat this religious group
oC ondent argued that

la1
] Upheavals. One tg<Bc- = —_
P ??Etual as compare to his former religious

-~nificantly most spitl hurch offers a new power in life.
»N "Catholic). To him, this c t conversion and his testimony

. vICt date of
able to quote the exa a new perspective. it

X jai nv seen Goa
v, that he had actua- ce of the fellowship,
s T owerful rnfiue
h °Und that under the P things™ and their spare
V- frém "woni(Uy
Noting people turn bac _ . ail” matters. Adherents 1in
] i to "Spit
S 9iven almost wholly

N



- lOWSh.
e hat

them of ¢t '
the spiritual relief from thei
ir burden
s and

elimj
lnation
of S i1 € T
despait t hrough their belief in God
. his is 1
in

COnt
rast
to other mainline religious : i
11 groupings which do not gi
give

JOT] 1 1 1 “ 1 y ()i

e)(p .
€rien
ce 1is - 1
the redemption f[row the limitation of
ourxr pett
er

lnd- .
]]V B 11 ' “3 y;‘; 1< W
B N s < ld } = in y
Ch

We
are part. .

H
1 LE
VEL OF EDUCA
TION AND RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION

ns play an increasingly important 1
role

Eq
ucat j

ational institutio
sation of an individual

in
the
S0C ) . . .
cial and economlc socialil
move up the ladder and identif
Y

dy
Cat 4
10n
Wity allows an individual tO
er class. This usually happens in an open class societ
Y-
ave about th

prestige, A university

e same opportunities to

In
Ken
ya
+ for example, peoplé h

power and
. aiding an in

=] " i
become "resoclalized®

Ao
Qui
Te
eCco :
nomic resources:
dividual
to mov
e

K|

Uoay .

u tion ha !

P 3 s been a major aspect *
persons may

SOC N
la
3 1l clagss. Lower class
h separates rhem from their parents

th
e
Unj .
iversity level,
e skills, speech, attitudes

UEY
nn
er 1 | .
. Charactoristlc s they with to join.

two tables LO this eff
. on of whether one has gone to

Th
8 e fj
Whol first taple is ©o° the

ang
the second OB one’
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TaB
IABLE 3. G@ONE TO SCHOOL

PERCENT CUMULATIVE PERCENT

S
SONE TO sCHOOL | FREQUENCY

YES )
T ——— 11

No
—— 9 18.0 100.0
100.0

ToTaL,
e =
SOUrce; 0 100.0

82.0 82.0

Primavy «data

Table 3 shows that 92% of the respondents have had some kind

s had no formal education background.

Off
o)
rmal education while i8%
iat the number of people affiliated

Wi the study has found out t
lth . |
t religious groups responds styongly LO the social structure in
h | .

a tendency of people with higher education,

sible occupations to

pership such as religious groups much

ree factors. These people

SOC 5
lety. fThere is
affiliate with

igh
er 4
incomes and more respon

art N

ic .

My ular Ofganizational mem
Ye

hy “han People with jess of rhese th
Ve . .

h MOre time ro be involved in Organizatlonal membership as they

Ay
8

acqu; othe
QUired enough wealth. on the

omes and more responsible occupations

r hand, those without

highe

r

e . .

ducation, higher 10¢
enough to eat and

%Q |
tin
QO-re-Occupied with problems such as get g
k1n9 £ . : have accounted EOY the fact that
m%t Or jobs, thus, rhis may |
) had some kind of formal education.

the people interviewed
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TABLE v
=:__,4:
LEVEL OF EDUCATION

ED
| EDUCATION
N FREQUENCY
\JEL-g QUENCY PERCENT CUMULA
0 : f TIVE PERC
E
:ET‘EEX LEVEL 7 e o N
= 14
HC - I-‘E\jELJ 1_ 7 | O 32 . O
> 17
\\NEB‘§EC- LEVE e o
UNIV .I[;VE‘JL /1 |
~—~——_ ROl .
o —— - 8.0 74.0
o _ 26.0
ir\‘~h“i . 100.0
ur :
— so 11007
rimarvy data —

st .
that most respondents have had
a lowe
r

Tab
le 4 indicate
1ile those who h
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ersity
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y education a
nd 8% h
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S
Condary g
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that the
Y had n
Q
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ation were 26%
> 26%. 18% of the
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. edUC .
ation at all while 14% had primar

By
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SeCOndar .
y education:
view protestant churches, as b
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wrged as tho
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Q%ﬂ “ecostal church, en
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h highet educat 1on jevel .
ctual liturgy that
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community. another point is th
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st
ant .
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3
Playe:
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o the 1ntell€Ctual
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a role in on ! 1
e's religious

portance of one’
S
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“luence coul
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n and also W€ cannot rule
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Primacs ]
Y 1n th lerar mpoxr
| e hierarchy of tempo al and internal val This
e alues. i
may fail to i i v l
" internalize alues th
dea at are presumab
1 conduciv
Y cive

tO W
Orldl sucecea
Y 1CCeSS cnd i
1 acl_ually fail to achi
hleve Su erjo
p Y SOCl' -
o

eConoms
omic gt
a 3 .
S tus. Therefore, education increases opti
nsic ions and
lSeS . « .
X the individual to the various religious groupi
cfer = pings. 1In
ence to Ar
rgyle (1969}, we see some C i
, comparisons with
the view
S

of thj
18 stud '
y on the impact of education I i
. n his work on Religi
eligious

Behav
iOl.lr
, he r - i we
epouzs on the correlation bet en
socio-ec 1
onomic

Stat
us, .

education and involvement with the church In h

. n is

C
OHCIuding r
remarks, he argues that the more schooling one has had

th
e
mOre . s
religiously one becomes.

|
2 WERp,
T
H AND RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION

WEa :
lth, as mentioned 1in this study, is measured in terms of

Ply
Ce
of worship (see table 5 below) .

Ty
5.
\'INCOME PER MONTH
I
. R NT
Less . w PERCENT CUMULATIVE PERCE
00, than 5001 22 44.0 44.0
1000 - 10000 12 24.0 68.0
1.
20, 20000 0 0.0 76.0
01
Oy 25000 2 4.0 80.0
r
NG
N
M.E—L/”J 100.0 | 100.0

Primary data
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This ¢
| table shows that most of the respondents (44%) had
tneone s ad an
of less than 500C: i
S& -, while only 4% had an i
income rangin
ng

betw
1een
20,001 - 25000. The study showed that a majority of th
I those

earnin
g less than 5001, walks or catches a bus to their place £
WOrSh' - £ S O
1 - . . . .
P are affiliated with Chr1sco fellowship church whereas tho
se

"Ming over ' ' '
er 25000, mainly drives to their places of worship, and

liy
e .
i : : 1
n high income estates. are affiliated with Nairobi
i

: stal Church Tl h 5 :
- . 1@ reason wiy the wealthy are in Nairobi

Pe
Htec
Ostal Church vary from individual to individual as revealed

b

Affiq s : : I
ffiliations may be due to ;ndividual psychological motivation

Or
For instance, one respondent

E)(tr . .
Wh A religious social relations.
0
Wasg o - |
interviewed said that he joined Nairobi Pentecostal Church

be
ty le first time he went there with a friend, he knew then
at
t .
here was no other better place for him. He felt so welcome

h .
ty ®, therefore, opted for this place and left his former
g .
Ousg group' in his case, CathO].lC-
are not~economically well off as

Th .
OSe in Chrisco Church

church although there

P
R
h has a distinct ethical and

So
Me revealed that Chrisce churc

8
yChDIQ : - hat corresponds Lo the ne
gical characteristics tha S
1 terms,

eds of the

U

0

®. It rgelf 1in emotiona in which
largely expresses 1ts

y of us feelings rather than

0
N
Q
P igio
Ontaneity and enerd rellg
creed are regarded as the test of

OUS
genuineness -
ainly affiliated with



pecause peing & revival movement. it has been found
a warm, primary and social
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ro have ch
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Islam

by t
he study aracteris
2 religious g s catholicC:
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Y mainly

grouping whereas main
and Protestant are impersonal,
Preach to larde groups and 1eave
T .
his study has yevealed cha ¢
£ community a
et in small

tgw
ard
a strong sense

£
0110wers . 1t he

h
;nce, complementingd an
¢ idea is that ches® peop €
p cha ] and separat® as
1C 1evelling. That

C .
hrisco Church
Y social

it
Su
ggests aspirationl powd

is

rall )
members areé made

1ed cthe dissatisfied
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gion £O S

acisfty

8
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h
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om this study:

t
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%
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|
y SCHISM
S IN RELIGIOUS GROUPINGS
Schism
sms refers - str .
rﬂigio s to strong disagreement especiall
US orqanizat; S ally in
- ganlization over doctrines, in which )
e one grou
g the Vo1t P stops
- e authority of the other. We find that di :
o - lvisions i
o S 1in
grouping have succeeded to a large degree i
e 1n dividi
ing

th;
1s
COUnt " .
ry 1 : .
Y into denowminational areas which have gone £
e further
to

Cre
ate d.
lsuni o
1ty and disintegration within the Society

thE
$§ES OF SCHISMS
~Uses —
% FREQUENCY | PERCENT CUMULATIVE PERCENT
wwfangles - 20.0 20.0
es differences | 16 _23:0 52.0
72.0
.0

20.0

In
Crea
Comme S¢d Population 10
: _'_.__‘-.‘——-‘_——‘-_-
Seialization
: 14 28.0 100

Ce
Primary data

Schj
lsm - .. .

S in religlous grouplngs have become a constant
scovered that th

and commercialization o

e main causes of schism is

The study di
£ religion

(8% 1 differences (32%)
Can

also bring about religious schisms.

catholics and Protestants have

their religious

that

study revealed
beliefs,

Q Nce '
S of opinion concerning
with each other and call each other non-

Se
qUentl
' Y. they quarrel
mainly to

ants give respect

and protest
not to pelieve in

The Cathollcs
those who happen

y o fel
by, low believers excluding
pecame of

\
o
% fespect ; : one ma
ive faiths. n Y

ask of what

lgne
anlty?
¢ the Roman catholic church is to© rigid.

Py
ot
@Stants feel tha
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One r
eéspondent 1 Vi
. t interviewed from St. Paul’s Catholic Ch
. | urch beli
o J | eved
. in Catholic is not a means of producing an ef
o somn : | effect but
1ing objectively worthwhile in itself th
- e mysterious

lce on t ¢ i
the cross of God; miraculously repeated upo h
n the alter

‘Iagl I (@] ]) -~ I 11m d
Od

Or bel'
ief in the mi
mind of the worshipper He
. , therefore i
, poilinted

Onl .3\} .] ‘.‘) aL olicC h i l
Y bellk, es 1l hl C h l falth .| G a
W l the Of
hel

r31i .
giou . .
S groupings are false.
A pgy . }
stor in Nairobi pentecostal Church pointed out that
at the

Ca t h .
0 ) ' i
llc Church reCrultS, tralns and commissions it
S own

Per
Sonnel
and its method of cultivating discipline and respect £
or

d that this aspect 1in Catholic Church can b
e

auth
Orit

Y. He argue
To him, in this day and age, it

qu
ated
Lo that to the military.

ig
all Wron
g and, thus, not favourable.

TWO
respondents, one catholic and the other one Protestant
impressions of attending each other’s

We
re .

interviewed on the
otestant Church Service seem

the PY

QhUrch
the evangelical worship appears

far To the Protestant,
tas s
t . .
l1c while to the catholic,

gOdleSS

in Jamia Mosque, ideological

respondents

for seven
Those affiliated

w.
lth
th
€ Sunniite group felt that they could not co-operate with
jeved that its theo
spot a long beard and

logy was the best,

Shji ;
ltes. Each group pel
! for instance,

Su . .
Perior. The gunnites.
e 1in the

nnites are al
e caliphate belong

S}‘l' .
lites do not. Su so more conservativ
s to only the

N
& Chat : h
, they belieVve that €
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tribe
of Mohamm
ed - Qurayash, whereas the Shiites beli
elieve that
the

Calj
phate shon
11d belong to all the descendants of Proph
phet Mohammed

Such
hav
e been
) —1 N Fad - - s
a cause Lox dLssatlsfaction, thus, endl
p ess wars
over

who 1,
e -
ars the true religion.

Comr ;
nercial i - , o
ization of religionh has been cited as anoth
exr cause

of
Schism bes; .
esides ideological differences. Some religio
us groups

hav
orth interpret i
pretations of the Holy Books i
in conformit i
y with

the;
Clr
ma-
. Jjor economic interests.

Neib
ul :
hay hr (1954), has p01nted out that divisions in the ch
- urch
een e
occasioned more frequently py the direct and indi
irect
This implies that these economic

Op
Erat.
10n -
of economic factors:-
the rise of new religlous

Co
ndit.
10n
Sroy s may supply the occasion for
plng
S wi i i 1gi
without determining jts religious value.
elation to this commercial aspect

So
ngs .
gs have been composed in r

the chorus. "Na Makanisa yetu leo

Of
rel-
1gio :
n. For instance,

2 imeisha" (Today’s church

1 dunia, duni

in
ek
UWa .
ni biashara, Jaman
s finished).

hae
Sb
e a business, o°h che world 1
blished that som

r tithes without

it was esta e evangelists
Y of ferings ©O
at the of fer was for

During this study:
to pa
suring people th
n to the congrega

othes, 8© that

De
s
Yaded tpej
%Dl heir listeners
ajne
o Mng
04 its use, but only as
* Hoy
ever, one preacher was more OP€
for food and cl

Sk
eq
h for mone i dlord
y to pay¥y nhis Lan )
He added that "Cleanliness is next

)
Wo
ulqg be f:
fit for God’'s work-

tion. He

gssities

N

\
Go
b dllness " : t hose nece
," thus, his request Y

for money to bu

\!
Qu;
Sy
®q
to make one cleal:
ective that the size of

Th;
i .
§ study has ruled out the OF]
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IEligjo +
us roupi ~mi h
g p*ng detelmlnes the occurrence of schi th
i1sms Wi ]
| ) ’ in the
9 :Llp The Stl.ldy found the causes of SChiS
ms as fo ]
Oows :

Com
merciali .
. lzatlo Fod . . '
n of religion, ideological differenc
€s, incr
eased

Populat 4 i
ion in the country and leadership wrangles

BENE
FIT OF AFFILIATIONS

O’'de :
a (1956) sees the role of religion as that of
- assisting

hU_m
an bej .
eings to adjust ¢to the three Dbrute facts f
o llfe

]
COnt :
in
gency, powerlessness and scarcity:. This tells
us that

a ec. OI‘] as. tO W
Ve reas S y they adhere tO re i i()l S

St .
udy came up with the following results.

TAB

LE 7.

EZT===;=EENEFITS OF AFFILIATIONS

NEFITS FREQUENCY PERCENT
CUMULATIVE
PERCENT

\\\\\~h~_;
iﬂg\\\‘ﬁ‘_‘

1 2.0

22. 24.0

$§g£§£-“ 0
RiT
:;?\-H§£_ 30 60.0 84.0
ONom1 ¢
0 8 16.0 100.0
100.0 100.0

sT TAL
ource - 5—0——,/

Primar§_aata

rhat those who derive spiritual

T
he study has T
ity of what the religion can offer

ig .
Amene believe in the apil
They (those who

e
€Xpense of what the world cannot offer.



derive spiritual nourishment) accrue to the cocial solidarity that

accompanies religions yituals. rhe Sense of religious seriousness

and obligations rhat cryengthens women/men and the effects of the

belief in invisible beings shat embody goodness - These people

believe that they enjoy & Pl’i"ileged scatus as on God's

Tepresentatives and j_nterpreters of his will.

O'dea (1956) argues ghat celigion has 2 lack of strategy as it

only promises similar comfort in another world but does not concern

it . ~ Reli ion, therefore, is an
self with creating One€ h rth 2

i1 :
l“SlOH, a creation of the
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Somet j : .
imes on a discriminatory basis by religion. For instance
s

Islamj :
mic organizations have a tendency of employing Muslims while

Prot
estant churches calls upon those who belong to their church

The idea of telling applicants of a job to have a signature of

the .
Parish priest is also a sign that one has to belong to a

Part ;
lcular religious grouping to have access to various roles.

Ingiy
Widuals then get their identity from the ideological positions

Y yhs
hich they adhere to.
The study has also revealed that in all ages, human beings

€ hopeg that by proper per formance of religious actions or

S I .
ervances, they would obtain some specific benefits: Health and

y on their line, material well being and

1fe, children to carr

g
paradise, or inversely

M e s
SSion of their souls after death to a

Ql

Cas . ’

v € by the extinctioln of personallty from the round of
8

ncarnatiOn_
th higher education,

y that peoplé wi

T .
here is z1s0 a tendenc
ations are persuaded into

igh

r _ u
%r incomes and more responslble occup
“ uch as religious groups much

“Wlar organizational membership S

Op
© than .
those without.
ism is a common

By It has also been found out that religious sch

e N N *

rbmenOn . 1igi pivisions in religious groupings have
in religion-:

‘ - 41 inational

eeded to a large degree in dividin

dg . . dad
Wh 4 e disunity an
by hich have gone fur

jsintegration

Q >N h | | h t ma ot be too
n we can argue t at ] n
| indin ! g y
1 v ese f‘ d. gS the ’ | |
EO] ] (o)1 WlllCh- 1t has
1 1 =
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I) v . » .
nd

Practic
es relative to sacred things
But looki |
ing at i i
- g at the line by which most religious g
» that is ; eumnas e
frus , they are necessarily producing both i N
iy industr
. and - 1 T
d these produces riches. And so as rich N
riches incr
ease,

SO wlll
prid -
e, anger and love of the world in all its b
s branches

5.2
‘4 IMP
LICATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
al phenomena, 1is an essential part
rt of

Relias
" ligion, being a soci
& s0ci
lal i
et machinery, as are morality and law, part of th
en b | 4 e compl ex
Y which human beings are enabled to live togeth
ether in an

] relations. Religion should addre
SS

Ord
erly
» arrangement of socla

aly
aspect -
s of 1ife so that it gains legitimacy in societ
ety.

Rel' .
l l . [
ot gious functionarles should, therefore
hep - , address, amon
1ssues, social d i bl ’
P 1 and economicC problems in ou
r present s i
ociety

q
That

S
Lhe
Se¢ .
determine people’s affiliations to a large degree

ig
Do«
a) ®Sides praying for people t© recover f t
‘yom Lthei iline
l . eir ilinesses and
sorts of problems, they should also preach about other
it is the idea that "man

AN
Dects th
m“ll at touch on our daily lives.
no .
t live on bread alone but on every word that comes from

This study argues that

Qg
l%%d Mouthw Matthew Ch. 4 VErse® 4.
%w& js the word of God, man also requires bread, and in great
€ for his sustainance.
id to change as shown in the

So

m . . ;
€ religious grouping$ are rid
,e sense that it fail

n such religious

[ * T ' . . ,
his is destructiVe in tl s to allow

0
q

Wine . . . .
skins". This study 18 calling upo
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groupj :
pings to be flexible so as to accommodate people’s ideas due t
o

ch :
anges in modern Society.

This may alleviate the occurrence of schisms to some extent

The : .
°Ye is also a need for a more practical -
> for p approach to religious

tea
ch . .. _
ings. For instance, some religious functionaries have been

sed of causing a mass exodus of their adlcrents to other

religs
9lous groups. There are complaints that sermons are similar

all .
the times, thus, people find them monotonous, therefore, they
EEe .

1 that is pointless Lo g0 for worship every day of preaching.

So, when a new religious group is formed, people who had lost the
"igour of going to their church convert to the new religious group.
husl such functionaries should revise their ways of‘preaching to
Make their respective religious groups lively and attractive.

Religious ideas do not operate in entire independence of
people should watch out in

&¢
Ono . , )
Mlc circumstances. Therefore,

Order . .
the direction of

to avoid transforming religion 1in
se the purpose for which it is

make 1t loo

Wor1aq
dliness which would
pS should ever be haunted by the

deg
1 ,
9ned to gerve. Religlous grou
Spe . .

Ctre of gog's words: "I have seen the affliction of may people
Religious

jver them.” (Exodus 3:7-8).

a
nd I have come to del
nto deliver" the ordinary person

Urq _
he deslré€

u
PS should be led by t
famine and disease. The

fre
Om 1.
his/her gaily scourges of hunger,
rrying out intervention

tisfy people’s

programmes

Og
Que/ church can do this by €@
~help in order to sa

~

SN
mad
at socio-economic self

SD.
Ly
ltUal as well as material needs.

logy of Religion have pointed out that,

Scholars of the Soclo
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'Ay religion dat: professes to be concemed with the souls of men
ad not concerned with the sluns that damn them, economic
coditions that strangle them, and the social conditions that
Orpple them 1s a "dry as dust' religion. Ihis implies that true
reli-gion should not only begin with a personal encounter with the
Uving lord, but men and women are saved and liberated for the
aHly as well. God is not a ©od of Souls only but of the body
. oihe the church like the sabbath IS for man, and not man for

Sabbath.
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APPENDIX 1

INTERVIEW SCHEDULE:

EDUCATION VERSUS DEGREE OF RELIGIOSITY

1

What is your Education Status?

0 Dr you go to church/mosque?

Gi) If yes why?

Gii) IT no why?

0 How often do YOU go to church/mosque?

Gi) Why?

@ Do you participate fully in church/mosque
activities?

Grn) nrher church/mosque activity do you engage in

aiim) What °t from seasonal celebrations and
SundaWSaturday/Friday”™wo”sh™p? »~ anount of

av) spiritUT nourishment?

IT yes, which?
IT no, why?

Wealth vs. religious groupings

5.

What is your income? expend on church activities?
How much™ of your income do you

Where do you live?
to wor shi p?

@ Where do yOU go]upv
= . bus or walk to your place of
hy d A tch
any B, wyy Tt
wor: hip? -
churches/mosqu. are attended by the rich
Which

around here?
people

Why do you &y S0

congregation vs . divisions ] )
attend a service €ach time at

Approximately, how many Peop
Vour place of worship-



APPENDIX ITI

S} ?id you go to school?
i If yves up to what level?

What do you do for a living?

How much do you earn per month?

uch do you spend 1n the church/mosque per month?

Which Estate do you live in?

Why do you think

(3 Where do you worshiD?
ii) Do you drive, catch
worship?

a bus or walk to your place of

Do you have projects in your church/mosque in which
C

you spend money?
Are they income generating?

If yes, approximately how much?
¢t money for these projects?

How do you ge&
f funds once generated?

who takes care ©
there are sO many churches/mosques today?

QUESTIONNAIRE
1. Name
Age
2.
3.
L
(ii) How m
5.
6
(1)
7
‘ (i)
(11)
(1i1i)
(iv)
(v)
8,
9.

(i)

rion to different religions make us

he affilia
ther socially, spiritually

Does t
ent from each O

any differ
and economically?
I1f yes. how?
If no, why?

A1
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