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Section One Introduction

A large proportion of the urban population in almost all developing
countries lives in sub-standard housing, in areas which have been termed
squatter settlements, slums, spontaneous or unauthorised settlements.
These terms describe a variety of different conditions with respect to
standards of housing and services, lay-out, legal status and historical
background. In this paper the term 'informal housing areas' will be
used in order to include all those urban areas that do not comply with
one or more of the existing legal regulations on planning or development
of residential areas.

Recent years have seen a considerable change in official and semi-offi-
cial attitudes towards the phenomenon of urban informal housing. There
is increasing awareness that the growth of these housing areas may be
expe ct ed to continue for some time to come (the reasons for this have
been considered extensively elsewhere) (1) and that attempts to curb
this development by demolition policies only, seem to make matters worse.
Moreover, a large number of studies on squatter areas and other informal
housing areas have emphasized their positive features. (2)
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