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Although not cxplicitl ‘specified”in general it can be

said that for middle cost housing labouxr is 25 % of the
total contract sum. Building materials 50 % and the
remainder 25 % are for plant, eguipment, overhead and
profit. (2) Expenditure on building materials can

be calculated at some 4-6 % of the GEN&sRAL DOMESTIC
PRODUCT (GDP). 1In 1977 the GDP was KShs 32404/- and
therefore 4-6 % in KShs. 1296-1944 million.

These figures indicate that, compared to the overall
economy, the building industry is a very important
component.

This lecture deals with housing technology and materials
science. It will cover subjects like materials and
labour requirements for housing development projects.
Also local and imported building materials and its cost
implications will be briefly discussed.

Building materials:

Assuming that not everyone is very familiar with building
materials it is necessary to discuss briefly the various
building materials to be used for housing projects.
Secondly it may be interesting to study some aspects of
new materials development in Kenya, mainly in order to
reduce the importation of materials and to save foreign
CUETENEY .

Thirdly there is the aspect of guality control and
(design) standards that need to be considered.



Labour reguircments s

In develoninag countriesdas a whole, it is estimated that
about 10 75 ¢f tctal émployment is derived from the

construction activity. (1lit 1.)

n this lecture an example will be given of the variety
of employed vrofessionals in a oproject. Labour requircments
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e.g. self-help, building groups or contractor built projects.




