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This

PAPER PRESENTED TO THE INTERNATIONAL YORKSHOP ON
"HOUSIRG IN DEVELOPMENT" HELD IN NAIROBI FROM
23RD JARUARY - 4TH FEBRUARY 148Q
ON THE ROLE OF HACHU IN HOUSING DEVYELOPMENT.

shott presentation outlines the role of HACHU in Housing Development.

BACEKGROURD
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Urban areas in Kenva are characterised by an acnfs shortage of
housing stock, mainly due to rural-urban migration whicl accelerated
tremendously after independence. For instance as early as the Plan
Period 18978 - §3 it was estitnated that 200,000 units would be
needed. Some of these new nnits would be to cover the exicting
shortfall and the rest were to cater for expected increase in
households over the five years. This sitnaticn has now changed on the
higher trend. Itis also estimated that 25% of Urban honseholds live
in slums. With the large shortfall existing the demand surpasses
supply by far xesultmg in high rents and overcrowding in low-income
areas. »

Poor housing conditions also oxist in rural Eenya whete the bulk of the
population tive. A nutaber of housing projects have feen
implemented for low income groups in an effert to meet the demand
for reasonable housing but these proegrammes, some financed and
assisted by international denors and 1¢ndmc' agenciss, have only
provided a small fraction of the required nutnber of units 4 good
e,,ample of this is the World Bank funded Dandaora Ptr-um‘f in Ihnnhl

which has delivered 6,000 units and the USAID funded Umoija Frojes
The City requirement is ectitnated at 14,000 units annually. Idost
programmes have favoured partial sslf-help on an individoal basis
with the organization and management of projects heing carried out
by Government Agencies and Local Authorities,

As demand {ar oulstripped supply and the capaciiy of the oifical
housing delivery system is severely limited, whether doner financad
ot not, lﬁ o nmuuw Eenyans ate adopting other strategies to provide
themeselves with housing close to their employment.
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