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1.00 INI'OOOOcrION
;\Z1-

The HousingResearch and DevelopnentUnit (HRDU)was established in 1.2§Las \ f' J - b
a result of recommendationsof a United Nations report on Housing in Kenya
prepared by C. Abrahamsand Bloanberg in 1965 followed by an agreement
between the University of Nairobi, the Ministry of Worksand Housing (M:lv&H)
and the National HousingCorporation (NHC). The HRDUis a multi-disciplinary
research and developnent unit within the Laculty of b;rchitecture, Design and
Developnent (FADD), focussing on various aspects of housing and corrrmmity
planning for humansettlements developnent prograrrmesin both urban and rural
areas of Kenya. The attached Organisation Chart showsthe structure of the
HRDU.

Research and developnent of low cost housing standards; wilding syst.ems-
construction materials and techniques; transfer of technology; training;
dissemination of information; and demonstration projects are amongthe
HRDU's main areas of involvement;which are important acti vi ties in the
housing developnent process at the local and national level. The HRDUhas
madeconsiderable progress since its conception and has covered several
research projects within the abovementioned areas with a wide range of
specific issues on housing, communitydevelopnent and humansettlements.
Further details are contained in the HRDUBrochure and List of PllblicatiolliL
issued regularlY.
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2.00 OBJECTIVES OF YrlEH.R.D.U.

The folJolling are the main objectives of the H.R.D.U. in its ovcra.l bread
scope of operation.

2.1 To identify po.l.Lci.es and solutions that lead to significant improvonents in
physical and sccto-econcrntc envi.rorment.sof :impoverishedhousing and human
settlerrents in urban and rural areas in Kenya.

2.2 To explore social, technical and e:conanicprobl.emsof housing and ccnmuru.ty
developrent within the overall context of humansettlements and to help
establish appropirate housing standards for the Lo» inccmegroups in the
country.

2.3 To identify natural resource supplies and develop local materials, and
appropriate t.echno.loqyfor the low cost housing programmesin Kenya.

2.4 To d~lelop and produce prototype designs, to test building syste~ and
construction materials ~~d to assist in the promotion aDd construction of
demonstration housing projects including ca1~ity facilities in
co-operat.ton t,lith public and semi-public lxdies charqed with the provision
of housing.

2.5 vTo build up a body of kncwl.edoein the fields of hous.inq, carrnunity
developrrent and humansettlements planning and to establish ext.ensIon
courses and post-graduate diplomur courses related to these fields.

2.6 To adequately reSJ?Ondto the n<ltional goals for research, developnent and
training in the fields of housing, carmmity developrent; and hunan
settlements.

2.7 v To continue to participate in the service teaching of subjects concerned
with housing, ccmmmitydeveloprent and humansettlements at the Universily
and to dissGminate similar ir.fo~mation to oe1cr organisations end bodies
dealing with housing 'tlithin and outside Kenya,

2.8 To establish research activities lx~s8don priorities for housing, ca~~ty
developrent and humanset.t.Lerrent.swith emohasi.s on oractical solutions to
probl.ems, in real life situations, in conjuct ion with relevant Hinistries,
Para-statal bodies, and various Faculties and Institutes at the University,
and international org~zations.

2.9 To continue to assist the GJvernmentof Kenyaby advising on social,
technical and econcmi,caspects of housinc , ccrrrnun.ity deve.Loprent;and
humansettlerrents based on the findings of relevant research projects.


