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RUIRU T O WN

LOCATICN:

Ruiru Urban Centre is positioned rcuzhly on 0.5:J s. Latituce
Line and 370 E Longitude line. The Town stands on the lair
Thika highway, which is part of the A 2 Nairobi - :iddi
trunk road. PRuiru is about 15 ¥ from the City Centre zarnd

nardly 3 Km. from the City ovouncary.

ratively, Ruiru is in the Thika Division of Xiambu

The srsa of Ruiru U

ORIGII OF RUIRU TOWN

The development of Riuru Town owes much to _
construction of the lMNairobi - Nanyuki Reilway Line whicn was
completed in 1913 and a substution estebli

Ancther fzctcr contributory to tae cevzlopment of Ruiru Town
the Nairobi Nyeri rcad which w=2s constructed in 13C8 to link

istrative centres of Thikz, uren: né N y=2ri the

i
town as elsewhers nentioned stencs on

with the cevslopment of the 2bcove manticned Communication
systems, the aresz arcund :uiru vecans oczan to settler farzing
end s 2 rasult and dependin~ on tha suitarvility of Land,. Tea,
Coffee, Sisal anc reincling estates wzrs =2stszbtlish:c, Tharefcre

called the Upper ~Athi Bs

The Town is generslly 15,000 m., atcve sea level., Ths town
gracdually slopes on both sides towards the centre forming =z
rouzh in thes middle. Gradual slopaes are als

tne areas traversec by HMukuyu and Ruiru "ivers respectively.

y and is within ths medium potential zone of the district.



The temperatures are generally high, mean maximum temperature
being 26O C while the .corresponding minimum temperature is &gbout
140 C. Rainfall averages about 1,000 mm p.a.

POPULATION:

Population of Ruiru Town given by the 1979 National Census was
1,718 people. The povulation trend is as represented in the
table below:

Table I

K CENSUS YEAR 1948 1962 1969 1979

POPULATICN 612 1,624 1,674 1,718

From the above table the intercensal annual avarage growth rates
is as follows;

1962 - 1969 = 0.4%
1969 - 1979 = 0.3%

Thus the population growth rate of Ruiru Town has been declining.
This . * .. can ve attributed to the fact that, many people
who work in Ruiru Town reside in the rursl sreas or elsewhere
outside the town.

The current population of the town is about 3,000 the ravid

increase being cue to the subdivision and subssguent settlement
of the Githunguri Ramching farm. (See pop. pyramid Pg 3)

LAND - USE:

From the physical development Plan of the town, Land use in
the tbwn is roughly indicated in the table below: (Table II)

A major observation is the Resicdential Land use which is
generally the largest Urban Land user in most towns. In Ruiru
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