
(JJI·

HfltDU LIBRARY copy
DO HOT REMOVE -

t!f4t, T C'~ .

~, -,Fb/f;y; IY;::
(...I~.

~LX (~'" Y\,-tr '

Technical NOtes on Timber Constructi(~

"

Edited By: P. Soni, Lecturer,
Department of Architecture,
university of Nairobi.
November 25, 1979, Nairobi, Kenya



1 Introduction

(a) Timber S~£ieg in Ea5~ AfriGa

These fall into four groups: i~d~genous and exo~! ~i Ouch
divided into Broad leaved (or. hard".';ood) species .3:.d
Conifers (OT :;o::t~H'Coa) SF€'c:ies.

This group LncLudes 8UC:1. speci·es as Mvule.. ~.- campho r ,
African Mahogany, Muninga, end many other:::.; ':cst of \"bi~h
are used for joinery th~n building.

Indigenou3 Conifers

This group includes ouch speci.es as Poco and Ceda:-c. Po,10
is more common.Lyavailable th.~n Cedar.

Exotic Broad Le~ved Spe~~es

The main species are ubLquLt.oua II saligna gum" and
"grevilla" fro!ll Australi~_. The eucalypts have been
mainly used for pol.ec arid couLd be converted in such
forms suitable for conccxuct Lon,

Exotic Conifers

These include Cypress c.n'] Pi.no and az e exi.".ensively grm.,n
in EA. Cypress is che main construction tiI:'l,cr in EA.

(b) N3.I!'inq o-f Ti.n-fr)erSI?e~i€.£

An indigenous 'c:i.raber may 112.veten ox t'\<len·tyvoz nacu Lax
names in audi::ion to tra.de names arid it I S bot.and.ca L name,
Reference should ~e made eJoc·"b.ere for this puz-pc se •
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