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The temperatures are generally high, mean naximum temperature
being 26O C while the .corresponding minimum temperature is about
149 c. Rainfall averages about 1,000 mm p.a.

POPULATION:

Population of Ruiru Town given by the 1979 National Census was
1,718 pecople., The pooulation trend is as represented in the
teble below:

Table 1

R CENSUS YEAR 1948 1962 1969 1979

POPULATICN 612 1,624 1,674 1,718

From the above tzable the intercensal annual avarage growth rates
is as follows;

1948 - 1962 = 7.2%
1962 = 1969 =  0.4%
1969 - 1979 & 0.3%

Thus the population growth rate of Ruiru Town has been declining.
This - _ . can ve attributed to the fact that, many peorle
who work in Ruiru Town reside in the rursl sreas or elsewhere
outside the town.

Tne current population of the town is =z2bout %,000 the ravid
DOT ’ T

increase being cue to the subdivision and subssguent settlement

of the Githunguri Ramching farm. (See pop. pyramid Pg 3)

LAND - USE:

From the physical development Plan of the town, Land uses in
the tbwn is roughly indicated in the table below: (Table II)

najor observation is the lesicdential Land use which is

A
generally the largest Urban Land user in most towns. In Ru%ru
-»-oco/B -
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NORTH KARIOBANGI SITE AND SERVICE HOUSING SCHEME:

Background

Kariobangi is situated to the North-est of Nairobi city at

a distance of about 10 km from the City centre and industrial
area. It is located within the low-income residential é}ea.
Kariobangi was the first site and service scheme in Kenya which
was a resettlement scheme for the squaters who were living

at Pumwani/Gikomba which is too near the_City'éentre. The land
was formally public land and was leased to the Nairobi City
Council (now Nairobi City Commission) on a 99 year lease to
develop a low-cost housing project based on the site and service
schemes concept. This concept is at present very common in Kenya.

The Council provided plots, the infrastructurme, services and

community facilities.
4

Socio-Economic Factors

In 1964, the Nairobi City Council (NCC) and the Kenya Government
initiated a housing redevelopment programme to aid squatters
living just a few hundred yards from the modern central areas

of Nairobi. This rehousing schemes involved pulling down

the squatters' illegal shacks and thus improving what was felt
to be an unhealthy, dangerous énd unsigtly b%;ght on the capital
of newly independent Kenya. Every household aas to be given

a plot\éf land, fully prpared with essential services and water
to build a new home. There were two reasons why there was a

. \
\
resettlement scheme:-

i) safety and security

2=

It was felt by the authorities that with overcrowding of

squatters near the City, there could be problems of thuggery



